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THIS is to certify, that ROBERT DRURY, 
, Jifteen years a slave in Madagascar, now living in 
London, mis redeemed from thence, and brought into 
"England, his nath^ country, by myself. I esteem him 
. ajihowst, industrious mun, of ggod reputation; and 
do firmly ielieve, that Jhe accomnt he gives'' of his 
strange and surprising adventures is genuine and m^ 
thentic. *» t 

' ^ < ^ . TrM.MACKETT. 



-"^ May 7. 1728. 
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TO THE READER- 



As nothing is of a more amiable nature, so 
nothing xnakflfs a stronger and more lasting 
impression on the mind, than truth ; and what- 
ever regard some may pay to a wittily contriv- 
ed, and ingenious tale, the best that can be 
said of it, is, thaj: it is a gay delusion, and an 
idle amusement, exposed to view in the fairest 
and most advantageous light. 

The following historical narrative needs no 
such disguise or ornament to recommend it^ 
for Captain W. Macket, (who, by his certifi- 
cate, has assured the public that he believed 
the accoimt our author has giyen of his sur- 
prising adventures to be just and true), was 
not only a gentleman of an unblemished cha- 
racter, in regard to his honour and veracity, 
but well known to be a man of too great a for- 
tune and good sense, than to countenance a^d 
give a public sanction to a trivial fable or im- 
position : without doubt, this gentleman, as 
W6ll as the captains of other ship?, informed 
himself of a Case so singular and soirprising, 
for at Yong-Old, where he took the author on 
board, William Purser, a native of Feraingher, 
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VI THE PREFACE. 

was their linguist for some months : he spoke 
English well, and knew- Mr Drury there, and 
W^ an eye witness to many of the most do^bt- 
ftil adventures here related, for several years 
together. 

The captain, aftef this, went to Miinnon^ 
garo or Massaleege ; there he saw Nich. Dove^ 
whb was one of the boys shipwrecked in the 
I)egrave, and saved in the massacre in Antena* 
oroea } besides the opportunity he had of con- 
versing with Mr Drury in their voyage to the 
West Inaies, and after to England. To this 
iffe miy add, the second voyage Mr Drury 
made wis also in Captain Macket's servijDe^ 
though not in the ship imder his command, 
he being a principal proprietor in Captain 
White's ship and earga, as well as of his own, 
^and others} these circumstances were confirmed 
by the captain, who s^ded, that he had seen 
others in his last voyage there, as well natives 
who spoke English and knew Drury, as some 
who were saved by flight with Captain Drum^. 
TOond^ and others, with this particular account^ 
that this very Captain Drummond was the 
iiian Mr Drury supposes him to be, and that 
he y^2^ killed at Tullea, seven leagues to th& 
northward of Augustine Bay, by one Lewes^^a 
Jamaica negrb. Besides all this, and the cap*- 
tain's continued friendship to him to the last, 
even our author himself, though in a lower 
station of life, was well known to many per- 
sons of probity and worth* >now in London^ 
* ' who 
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iwrho frequently conrersed widi lum when liv- 
inje^^ and who always esteemed him an innocent 
in^fensive man, nee from all artifice and 3e* 
sign. As tins was the character he had amongst 
his friends and acquaintance, we think it womd 
be i^edless, if not impertinent, to doubt of his 
Tonicity in the relation of any one of his ad- 
ventures, more especially after such substan- 
tial proofe for the truth hereo£ 

It is probable, that the account here given 
of the religion of the natives of Madagascar, 
ntiay, by some, be thought a mere fiction, and 
inserted with no other view than to advance 
some latitudinarian principles; but so widely 
distant is this from the real case, that the most 
to be suspected part of the conversation be- 
tween Dean Mumanzack and Mr Drury, on 
divme topics, is real fact, as here related ; and 
the Dean's ludicrous reflections on Adam's rib, 
God's converse with mankind, a;id his crea- 
tion of the world in six days, and resting die 
seventh, &c. his taking these things for Drury'^ 
childish notions, and saying they were old 
wcHuen's stories, were delivered in that prince's 
own words : and« if we a>nsider the then cir- 
cumstances of our author, that he was but 14 
years of age when he set out on this unfortu- 
nate voyage, his education at a grammar-school, 
and in the principles of |he established church, 
and that ever since h^ arrival to England, and 
settlement in London^ h^ has been firmly at- 
tached' thereto, even tt> bigotry ; it woulifl be 

a 2 very 
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very weak and absurd, txx suppose him ca^n^ 
ble or inclined to advance an imaginary con«# 
^tence with the P^n upon so serious a topics 
with no othier motive than to fa^raur free^think* 
ing or natural religion, ini opposition to that 
which was revealed, especially skice they are 
points about which he scarce ever cx)ncemed 
hiufself. 

In all those places where religion, or the ori-» 
gin of governments are casually mentioned, 
there are interspersed «ome occasional reflect 
tions, which are not, properly speaking, di6 
author's, which is all the artifice made use of 
throughout die whole ; it must be owned, that 
topics so entertaining, could not well be pass- 
ed over, without making some proper and use- 
ful applicatit)ns : yet no motive, how tempting 
soever, could prevail on the Editor to aker any 
pal fact, or add any one jingle fiction of Ins 
own; every transaction here related, as like- 
wise the character and conyeration of every 
person introduced, are properly Mr Drury'3 
pwn. . 

^Tl^ religion of the natives of Madagascar 
some ^uthcors will have to be Mahometanism, 
but withput any manner of grounds for such 
a conclusion, since it has no resemblance of it 
jin any other psi^rtijculars than in circumcision, 
and abstaining from their women at cwtam 
times, which wefce comsnon to som>e eastern 
nations long before the Jews had it, or, indeed, 
Hfhere- there is no reason to imagine, that tha 
. name 
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tuxBM of the Jews was once so much as heard 
of. 

There are good grounds, on the other haiid^ 
to conjecture that the Jews derived several of 
their religious ceremonies from them: for, 
that their religion is much more ancient, is 
|>lain from several reasons, 1st, From their 
great regard to dreams, and divining by them^ 
which^ by the Mosaic law, the Israelites were 
expressly forbidden* 2dly, From their shav- 
ing off their Jiair in*mourning for their dead i 
whereasj among the Jews, the growth of it is 
strictly commanded, and as superstitiously ol> 
served to diis day. 3dly, From their sacrifices, 
as Moses commanded none but males to be 
sacrificed ; so, on the ccmtrary, cows are the 
greiftest part of the Madagascar sacrifices, and 
are thought, by these people, to be the most 
acceptable oblations to their Supreme Deity : 
they have no burnt offerings but near their se- 
pulchres, when occasionally opened, which^ 
with the gxrais burnt with them, serve for a 
defence against all ill scents, 4thly, But thi 
xnost notable reason of all, is, that the owley, 
which these Madagascar people make use of 
for their divinations, and procure their un- 
usual or extraordinary dreams with,^ is mani- 
festly the ephod and teraphim, made use of by 
the Levite who lodged in.Micah^s house, as w6 
read^ Judges 17. and from which the IsraeUtes 
could never be wholly brought oflF, though di-t 
fectly repugnant to the law of Moses ; con- 
. cerning 
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i^rmng which there se^ns to be no ocamott 
f^r enlarging further in this place. 

That the people of Madagascsur did not de<* 
rive their religion from any learned or politr 
nation is evident, by their retaining no idea 
or remembrance of letters, nor their having a. 
horse, or §o necessary a machine as a wi)^ 
of ^y kind, either for carriage or use, which 
could never have been forgotten had they ever 
had them, That these . Madagascar people 
came first frpm Africa seems moat probable by 
•\heir colour, and perhaps from the Abyssi^ 
nians, or even from ^ypt. The Virzimbers, 
indeed, by their woolly heads, must come 
from the more Southern part of Africa* Dean 
Toke-offu told Captain Macket they had a tra- 
dition of their coming on the island many 
years ago in large Canoes* But from wh^ice* 
soever they came, it is manifest that their rer 
ligion is the most ancient in the world, and 
not far from pvyre natural religion. , 

We may reflect with [Measure on the devo- 
tion of these people, who address the Supreme 
Being on every occasion' for* his aid and as^ 
cistance, when in necessity or distress; and, 
with true piety, and hearts full of gratitude, 
return him their himible and unfeigned thanks 
fpr those blessings and benefits he tonfeiis upon 
them; yet have they no temples, no tabernacles, 
or groves for the public performance of their 
divine worship ; neither have they solemn 
fasts or festivals, or set days m* tim^s, noi:: 

/ * priests 
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pii^Rd to do it for thenu But we may here 
observe, that as Melchizedeck was a king, and 
9tiled die priest of the most High God (a 
^rase strictly correspondent to that of Dean 
iJnghorray, the Highest God) so it is the prac- 
tice of the Madagascar kings or lords to be 
tiiemselves the per&rmers of all religions of-^ 
fices : their nmos9ees or prophets, indeed, du 
rect the making their owleys of particular roots 
or woods, having (as they tell them) magical 
propaties agreeing to their spirits ; as also thas . 
they mnst be made at proper times. 

There are two things in this history highly 
worthy of observation ; one is, that mere is a 
law among them against cursing a man's pa«* 
rents. What a reproach is this to countries 
calted Christie, where there is no law or 
punishment against even those who have the 
impudence and impiety, not only of cursing 
others, but their own parents. The other is, that 
such is their regard and reverence to the most 
High God, that they swear nt>t profanely; 
but such is the profaneness of even pur Chris- 
tian nation, that a man can hardly pass the 
streets (as Archbishop Tillotson observes) with* 
out having his ears grated and pierced with 
honid and blasphemous oaths and on'sesv a^ 
are enough, if we were guilty of no other sin^ 
to sink a nation. These- give reputation tq^ 
the general character of this people, that, where 
{he Europeans or Mahometans have not cor- 
rupted them, ^ey are very innjocent, moral, 

and 
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and courteous ; and mdre scf, with siiaxne be 
it spoken^ than most nations who have ail the 
i4^antages of a liberal and Christian education. 

There is yet one observation more^ which, we 
hope, will not be thought improper here, which 
is, that cnir author's many deliverances are glo- 
rious and wonderful displays of the goodness 
and power of Divine Providence j and gave 
him, no doubt, an awakening sense of his ob« 
Stinate disobedience to the will and intreaties 
of his tender parents, and friends ; who so 
much, and often pressed him to lay aside those 
vildful resolutions of his first voyage to the 
East Indies ; wherein we may see the marks 
both of the divine displeasure and goodness, 
the first in his shipwreck, and slavery j the 
other, in his delivery or release from thence. 
All which may serve as a lesson to the youth 
of future generations to beware, lest, by their 
disobedience and obstinate forcing themselves 
from the care of their parents or ffiends, they 
bring upon themselves those miseries and mis-» 
fortunes which occasion a too late repentance. 

Much more imght have been said on this 
occasion, but as we have not room, we refer 
our readers to the perusal of the book itself, in 
which, we presimie, they will not only find an 
entertaining, but profitable amusements 
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MR ROBERT DRURY^ 



DUEmG His FIFTEEN YEARS CAPTIVITT 



ON TBt 



ISLAND OF MADAGASCAR* 



AS my design, in the ensuing narrative, is 
-^^ to give a plain and honest account o€ 
matters of fact, I shall make use of no artful 
inventions, or borrowed phrases, to lengthen 
or embellish it; nor shall I introduce any 
other reflections than what were the natural 
result of my many uncommon and surprising 
adventurest And, 

A Here, 
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2 ADVENTURES OF' 

Here^ I hope, it will be nowise imprt^er 
to inform my readers, that I was not fourteen 
years of age when these heavy misfortunes 
first befel me j so that i»y youth, as well as' 
want of knowledge in the Madagascar Ian-' 
guage, rendered me incapable of making such'^ 
curious observations, as one of a riper age, bet- 
ter judgment, and freed from slavery^ might 
have done> to much greater advantage. For^ 

I, Robert Drury, was bom on the 24th of 
July, in the year 1687,. in Crutched Friars,: 
London, where my father then lived ; but^ 
soon after, he removed to the Old Jury,, near 
Gheapside, where he kept, for several years 
afterwards,, that noted house called the King's 
Head, or otherwise distinguished by the name 
of the Beefsteak Hous^;. and to which ther^ 
was, all his time, a great resort of merchants, 
and other gentlemen, of the best rank and 
character. 

Notwithstanding the education my father 
bestowed on me, I could not be prevailed on 
to think of any business, but going, to sea ; to' 
which course of life my gcnim whc^ly inclined 
me. And. I well remember, that, fropa eleven 
years of age, my mind was^ so intent oni the 
profession of a sailor, that it grew up with me,, 
^od at length became such an obstinate reso^^ 
hmon^ that iwt all the entreaties of my dear 
and indulgent pxother, (though she <mce beg*-^ 
ged me on her knees^ not tl^^ persuasions of 

my 
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thy father^ or any other friends, could make 
the least impression upon me. 

When they found their endeavours were in- 
effectual, they then formed a new scheme, and 
by a seeming compliance with my inclination 
proposed to procure a short voyage for me, 
hoping that the many dangers, and hardships, 
to which I should daturally be exposed, and 
should see others undergo^ would deter me 
from persevering in that course of life* 

But, as wilful persons never want wo^ such 
was my obstinacy, that nothing would content 
me but what contributed to my ruin ; and 
providence justly frustrated all my hopes, by 
indulging me in the choice I had so foolishly, 
and ungratefully made, in direct opposition to 
toy duty, and the i*epeated solicitations of my 
most affectionate friends : Thus did this per- 
verseness of mine bying with it its own puiiish- 
menL Nothing but an East India voyage 
would please me ; for no other reason, that I 
can think of, but because I had a cousin at 
Bengal, whose name was John Steel, in the 
New East India Company's service ; the com- 
panies at that time not being united. 

My father shewed a due care and concern 
for my welfare, by the manner in which he fit- 
ted me out ; and by plentifully supplying me 
with provisions, clothes, and other necessaries 
for the voyage ; besides which, I had a cargo 
to the value of an hxmdred pounds, which was 
a large trust for a boy of my age. I went as 
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4 ADVENTURES Of 

a passenger, well recommended to Captain Wit^^ 
liam Younge, with whom my passage, and the 
freight of my cargo were agreed for, and we 
soon after embarked. 

The ship Captain Younge commanded in this 
unfortunate voyage, was the Degrave, of 700 
tons, bnrden, with 52 guns^ I shall not here 
enter into a long detail of any of the common 
occurrences of the voyage, or take notice of any 
other accidents, than what are absolutely ne- 
cessary to my present purpose, which is a 
true and impartial narrative of our hard fate 
at Madagascar, in our return homeward ; to- 
gether with my own miseries, and the various 
turns of fortune, during my residence, for near 
fifteen years, in that scarce known, though ex- 
tensive country. 

We passed through the Downs on Feb. 19; 
1701, when Admiral Bembo (whose son, Mr 
John Bembo, was fourth mate of our ship) 
Hy there with the squadron of ships undfer his 
command, bound to the West Indies, and we 
arrived at Fort St George in the East Indies, in 
three months and twenty days from the Downs, 
(having stopped in our passage one week at 
the Canaries) and came to an anchor in the 
evening. 

• We had on board Monsieur Lapie, a jewel- 
ler, and his son, who set out with design to 
settle there ; and one would have thought, be- 
ing so near the end of his voyage, he had great 
reason to hope, or ratlier to be morally assur- 
ed^ 
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€d, that he had obtained his desire 9 the ship 
being safe at anchor within half a dozen miles, 
and in sight of the place. But how soon does 
providence^ disappoint us, and interrupt our 
designs ! What an adverse fate directed, and 
accomp^ed this unhappy ship, and all who 
were concerned in it, though so near the ac- 
complishment of their wishes ! 

The barge was hoisted out the next morn- 
ing, in order to put these unfortunate persons 
on shore ; the ship riding about two leagues 
distance. They put off, and We did not expect 
their return till the next day ; but about eight 
o'clock at night we heard somebody hail the 
ship ; it surprised our people, but some of them 
Soon knew it to be the voice of Joseph Cham- 
berlain, one of the barge's crew. They there* 
upon hoisted out the pinnace, and rowing to- 
wards the the voice, found him swimming on 
an oar ; he told us, that as soon as they cam^ 
to the bar, a great sea struck them on the lar- 
l>oard gunnel, and overset them ; he knew not 
what became of the rest of the company, and 
therefore supposed they were all drowned, for 
die current set to seaward ; but he being an 
experienced swimmer, and with the help of 
one of the boat's oars, which he providentially* 
found, he made shift to reach within call of 
the ship : We immediately hung a light on 
the top-mast head to guide others, if haply 
any had been like him alive swinuning ; but 
not one of them was ever seen, or heiard of 
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naore. Mr John Lapie, his son, and theip 
cook, the coxswain, and nine of the boat'g 
crew, all perished through this sad disaster* 
They had also with ?hem very eopsid^able ef* 
ifects in goods, silver, 6fc. to th« value of some 
thousands of pounds. 

Two days after, we weighed anchor, and sail-? 
ed to Mastapatan, where we stayed a montb^ 
and from thence proceeded to Bengal, My 
cousin, hearing of my arrival, came on board tq 
see me, and take me and my effects on shore 
with him ; but my father had a more prudent 
regard for my welfare, than I could be cap* 
able of at those tenider years ; my cousin being 
only a pilot, my father desired Captain Younge 
privately to inquire into his circumstances, and 
the character he bore, and in case he found him 
not of sufficient ability or honesty, to be en* 
trusted with me and my effects, not to let mc 
go on shore to him. 

The captaih performed the trust my father 
reposed in him with honour and integrity, and 
would not permit me to gq with my kinsman j 
but took my cargo, disposed of it himself^ 
and brought m)p a just return in the com- 
modities of the country ; and would have car* 
ried me back again, according to his contract 
with my father, had providence so thought fit. 
My cousin soon after our arrival died ; and we 
had a great mortality among our ship's cJrew, 
for in nine months time, we buried above 
forty of our people ; The chief mate was the 
' ' "" "■ first 
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fttBt of note ; and about a mondi after him 
Caption Yotinge himself died of a fever, ^PP7) 
at least in this, tljiat he died in peace, and lived 
not to bear his share in the miseries which his 
acm, and we afterwards underwent ; for his soq 
being second mat?e, and jthe chief mate being 
alreo^y dead, as alsQ the captain his father, he 
|>6eame captain of course ; .so that there way 
^till a Gqitain Yo^nge• 

The cmly art I attained, at Bengal, wd which 
pscfved of any considerable service to me after- 
iwrards, was, that I here learned to swim, which 
lias two or three tin^s since sat:ed my life and 
liberty ; I attained to so great a proficiency in 
diat art, by the assistance of my companions, 
that it was a common practice for half-a-dozen 
of us to tie a rupee a-piece (which is about 
i^e value of 2$^ 6d. English) in an handker- 
chief, round our middles, zjctd swim four or 
iive miles up or down th^ river for our diver- 
sion^ and 9vhei^ we came on shore, the Genir 
toos, or Mx)rs, would lend us clothes to put on 
wlnle we staid; thus, we us^d to sit and regale 
oursdves, for a few hoiirs^, with arrack punch, 
and a dimier, ai^ th^n swim back again. 

Oar business being at lei^th ^nish^ at 
Bengal, we sailed froip thejice, and hadt ai that 
idme, about 120 hands on board, besides\two 
women and my^lj^ ^jod a few other passengers^ 
As we were going down the river, our ship 
ran a-ground, and stuck fast, but there being 
^ very strong tide, it turned her round, and 
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we got oflf the next high-water without zayr 
damage, as we imagined ; but when we came 
out to sea, she proved so very leaky, that we 
were oblijged to keep two chain-pumps conti- 
nually at work. We Were two months in thia 
sad condition, at length we reached Mauritius, 
which.is an island in the latitude of 16^® south, 
and to the eastward of Madagascar, inhabited 
by. the Dutch, who treated us with abundance* 
of humanity, and assisted u$ with whatever 
was in their power j we made a tent on shore, 
in which we stowed great part of our cargo to 
search for the leak, but to no purpose. 

Captain Boon, a pirate, had been here about 
two months before, having just then plundered 
a very rich Moorish ship, and taken out of her 
fifty Lascars ; (for that is the name by which 
bur English seamen distinguish these Moorish 
people). Boon lost his own ship on this inland, 
and the pirates were glad to make a small 
sloop of dieir long-boat, to get off the island 
with, and were therefore gkd to leave the Las- 
cars behind them. These people we took with 
us, thinking they, would be of service, and 
save our hands from returning so often to th^ 
pump ; they having, for two months before, 
but little rest. ■ ' ' 

We found here plenty of good fish, turtle, and 
goats, with some beef; we staid about a month, 
iind ithen shaped our course directly for the 
Cape of Good Hope. ^ 
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Our leak gained upon us more and more, 
and it was with great diflM:ulty we kept her 
above waten Our men were all spent with 
continual labour, pumping, and bailing, night 
and day; when, according to our reckoning, 
we were 100 leagues to the southward of Ma- 
ds^ascar, we heaved overboard several of our 
gmis, and heavy goods, to lighten her. The 
captain was for continuing his course to the 
Cape, but the ship's company in general op- 
posed it; being of opinion, that they could 
not keep her above water long enough, imagin- 
ing they were, at that time, about 600 leagues 
from it, and but 100 from Madagascar, which 
was the nearest land. 

At length they prevailed on the 'captain, 
though -with much difficulty, to put back to 
Madagascar^ The wind favouring us, tie third 
day, in the morning, they sent me and the cap- 
tain's boy up to the mast-head, to look out for 
land, since nobody else could so well be spar- 
ed. In such apparent danger my being a pas- 
senger was no excuse ; and accordingly I went 
up, and sat there two hours and an half, be- 
fore I could discern any thing like land ; and 
when I first saw it I told my comrade, but not 
being certain I would not call out, for the 
-case was of such importance, that they were 
not to be trifled with, or flattered into vain 
hopes. However, at length I plainly discover- 
ed a white clifi^, and a? smoke at a distance from 
it ; whereupon I boldly cried out Land^ land. 

Several 
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Several immediately ran up the shrouds^ and 
even the captain himself, to make his observar 
f ions ;^ one among them knew the land, and 
said it was Port Dauphine, and that the king 
of that part of the island was an enemy to aU 
white men, and treated all the Em-opeans in a 
most barbarous manner : The reason where- 
of, and a succinct history of King Samuel (for 
that was his name)^ I shall have occasion to 
mention hereafter. This information put us intp 
the utroost confusion and despair, and proved 
indeed our utter ruin. The man who made 
this report^ sppke his real sentiments ; for they 
were, indeed, enemies to the French^ and had 
jnurdered all they could find on the island, in 
jrevenge for anaffiront some of that country had 
formerly given to King Samuel j bnc to no 
oth^r white men : So that had we put in there, 
we had at least saved our lives, and some of 
our cargo j bujt our fate was fixe^, and we were 
destined to be destroyed in the most tragical 
manner, and all our endeavours to save our 
lives served only to prolong our misery. 

We durst not put into Port Dauphine, for 
fear of falling immediately into the hands of 
these revengeful and bloody murderers^ as we 
then concluded them to be? We could not 
get to the nordiward, the wind being north? 
east J neither was there any harbour, or port 
to the Westward, but what was a week's sail 
at least to it ! Besides, the western shore is very 
steep. 

Hereupon 
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Heteupon the captain resqlved to steer a- 
long the western coast, and see if he could 
^nd a proper j^accf to run her into, or put 
ashore with safety of our lives* At length w€ 
drew near the shore, but no place could be 
foxuKl ; and our hold being now half full of 
wa^r, the men went to the captain, and asked 
him what he proposed to do, for the ship could 
swim no longer. He went into the round* 
house for a few minutes, and when he came 
out he asked them, if they approved of his run-^ 
mng the ship oh shore at all adventures ^ to 
which they all unanimously agreed, and cried 
put, any thing to suve our lives. Now here was 
a sand which ran along for two leagues ; we 
came within a quarter of a mile of die shores 
and let go an anchor first without the breakers, 
and then cut down out masts and rigging, and 
threw our guns and heaviest goods overboard, 
and tried all means to keep her up till we could 
get qn shore : Having lost our long-^boat and 
pinnace at Bengal, we had but one small boat 
left ; for which reason we made a raft with 
some planks, and yards^ 

At that time some of the natives w«re fish** 
ii^, who seeing us in distress, made a smoke to 
jgttide and invite us to shore ; but we had eur 
tertained such a bad idea of them, that we could 
jaot tell presently how to determine ; though 
ym were informed these were another Prince's 
dominions. 

We 
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We finished the raft that night, and in the 
morning sent Mr Pratt, our chief mate, and 
four men in the boat, with a long rope, for a 
warp, to fasten on the land. A great sea con- 
stantly runs here upon the rocks, and before they 
got to land, their boat was staved in pieces ; 
however, being pretty near it, by the help of 
some of the natives, who were negroes, they 
6aved that part of the boat to which the rope 
was fastened: We had two Englishwomen 
on board, one of them would not venture on 
the raft, nor would the captain ; but the other 
woman, and about 40 or 50 of us did: I 
stript off all my clothes, but took two purses 
of money, and a silver cup, and tied them fast 
round my middle ; we hauled by the rope to^ 
wards the shore, but were no sooner among 
the breakers, than the first sea turned the raft 
topsy turvy, and washed us oflpj some swam 
to the raft again, but were soon washed oflf ; 
and though the woman was drowning just by 
me, yet I could not save hen I sunk under 
^every wave, and with great difficulty got on 
shore, as did every one else that were on the 
raft, but the woman. There was such a surf 
run, and the sea broke so high, that we durst 
not venture out with the raft again ; which th$ 
captain perceiving, ordered the cable to be cut, 
and let the ' ship drive nearer the land, where 
she soon beat to pieces: The captain got on 
shore with his father's heart in his hand, which, 
according to his request, when dying, was put 
^ intQ 
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into a bottle, in order to be brought to England, 
and buried at Dover. 

At length they all got on shore, on pieces of 
the ship, planks, &c. two men only excepted, 
who were drowned, and the woman before- 
mentioned : The other woman escaped, though 
she was so full of water as well as some others, 
that we were obliged to roll, and rub them well, 
to make them disgorge the water ; we laid them 
also before a great fire, made for that pur- 
pose, and in a little time they revived : We 
i/^ere in all above one hundred and sixty, in- 
cluding the Lascars. 

The country began now to be alarmed, and 
we had already two or three hundred negroes 
flocking roimd us, picking up several pieces of 
silk^ and fine callicoes ; the muslin they had 
little or no regard for. Our goods were cfrivea._ 
ashore in whole bales ; for what with saltpetre 
and other things, we reckoned there might be 
three hundred tons le^, after all that was 
thrown overboard at sundry times before. 

One of the negroes brought an ox to us, and 
intimated by signs that we should kill him ; 
but we made signs to them again to shoot 
him for us, we having no ammunition j when 
one of diem percdived this, he lent us his gun 
ready charged, and with it one of our men 
shot the bullock dead on the spot. 

It was extremely shocking to see the ne- 
groes cut the beast, skin, and flesh together, 
and sometimes the guts too, then toss them 

into 



Digitized by 



Googk 



Ji AUVIWTUftES OF 

into tiiie fire, or ashea, as it happeoed^ and eat 
them half roasted : I shxiddered for fear they 
ehouki devour us in like manner ; for they 
seemed to me to be a kind of cannibals, of whorai- 
I had heard very dreadful stories ; Every things 
in short, appeared horrible to nature, and ex-* 
cited in us the most dismal apprehensions^ 

If I h6re discovered some greater concern 
than became a man, I hope my tender years, 
my little knowledge, and less experience, will 
plead in my behalf. This tragic^ scene made 
fiuch a deep impression on me, that as often as 
it occurs to my mind, t start, and am shock* 
ed with the frightful remembrance : If my ob- 
servations are not so many, or so just and ju^ 
didous as they should be, they must be con^ 
sidered as the reflections of a youth, and not 
bf a man ; for as I grew in years, it Will ap- 
jpear I increased in kno^y ledge and courage, was 
capable of making more solid remarks, and 
klso of engaging in more bold and hazardous 
adventures. 

While the negroes were busy in opening our 
bales, and taking what they liked best j I ob- 
served several of them regarded the iron they 
found, much more than all those goods we 
look ]apon as valuable j and took a great deal 
of pains to break all such pieces of timber as 
had iron in them. I broke open my chest, and 
took out only one suit of clothes, leaving the 
test to those who had most mind to them. 

We 
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We remained thus two days and nights, with** 
out coming to any final resolution, not knowing 
what to do : We were told Port Dauphine wa» 
|>ut sixty miles from us, but the idea we had 
emertained of their being such dangerous peo- 
ple prevented our going thidier ; but this de- 
bate was soon put an end to, by the Dean or 
(as our EngUsh sailors call him) king of that 
part of the country. 

For the next evening, about nine of ^e 
clo^k^ we heard a man call out ho-loy at a great 
distance, like m EAgHsbman (as he proved to 
be), who, being immediacety answered^ came 
nearer, ^d asked who we were ? We told him, 
the crew of an English Eajst-India shipy which 
pf oved so leaky, that we wwe obliged to run 
her in here, as (he first land we could makey 
for the preservation of our lives. Hereupon 
he came to us, and, at our request^ sat down 
with us by our fire, and told the captain, that 
the king had sent him to inform us, we had 
BO reason to be under any fearful apprehen- 
sions, though we were in a strange coimtry j 
and that he would come down himseli^ die 
n^xt day, to pay us a visit. The captain de^ 
siffd hun to give us what account he could of 
thp country, and the natives ; and also to in- 
form us how he came there. We sdl crowded 
about him, not so much oiit of a spirit of cu- 
riosity, as to be able, by his relation, to form 
a better judgment of our happy, or unhappy 
situation. The circumsunces of his story were 

60 
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so very remarkable, and of so great importance 
to us, that I dare say, I can repeat them almost 
in his own words, which were as follow : 

" I am an Englishman, born in the county 
" of Middlesex ; my parents, and every body 
*' w1k> should have taken care of me, being 
" dead, I went to sea very young. My first 
*' voyage was to the West Indies, but as I foimd 
" little or no encouragement there, I resolved 
" to take a trip to the East Indies ; and, in my 
" passage thither, our ship was taken by a pi^ 
*' rate, about an hundred leagues to. the east^ 
" ward of this island : They plundered her of 
" all her rigging, ammunition, and provisions; 
*' they took me, add nine more, out of her, and 
,' " then left the ship. During the time I was 
" with them, they took several rich prizes ; 
" and, since there was no possibility of avoid- 
*' ing it, I seemingly approved of all they did, 
" and made one amongst them. Whenever 
*' we wanted refreshments, we resorted to this 
" island, where we seldom failed of a supply* 
*' However, I soon grew weary of these pirati*- 
" cal proceedings; and being at anchor in 
" Mattatan Road, where the canoes came off 
^' as usual to sell us rice, plantains, milk^ and 
" honey, &c. for pur boat could not go a-shore, 
*' such a great sea breaking upon the strand ; 
" I took this favourable opportimity to feign 
" myself very sick, and weak, and according- 
" ly sent word to the captain (who^e name I 
" must not divulge, being sworn to the con- 

^* trary), 
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^ trary), of my ill state of health, and there- 
•' upon I entreated him to let me go on shore, 
** in hopes the land air might refresh me, to 
** which request he readily consented. I dressed 
" myself, and took with me as much gold, and 
*^ other valuable things, as I coidd possibly 
" put into my pockets ; but intrusted no one 
** with my secret resolution, since there was 
" not a man on board who shewed the 
•' least inclination to leave their dangerous and 
** villanous engagements. I stepped into the 
*' canoe with all the satisfaction imaginable, 
** thinking myself much more happy in this 
*' coimtry, barbarous and savage as it is, than 
" with my former wicked companions. The 
" captain^ indeed, sent a canoe for me, but as 
" I sent word that I was not capable of going 
*' to sea any more, he never sent again. 

" After I had been here about three months, 
*' Captain Drummond, a Scotchman, came in 
*' a merchant ship, to trade about the island, 
*' but, in less than three days after his arrival, 
"a pirate took him, as he rode at anchor; 
** however, he gave Captain Drummond his 
" own long-boat, and a few necessaries. One 
*' Captain Steward being with Captain Drum- 
*' mond, the pirate permitted him, and three 
** or four more hands, to go ashore, and as the 
" sea, at that time, was very calm, they all 
** landed safe. Here was, at the same time, 
" another Englishman and his wife, who came 
^ from Sancta Maria, who were companions 
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" for me. When we saw the long-boat come 
" on shore, and the ship sail away, we guessed 
" how the case stood, and went to meet them, 
** and gave them a friendly invitation to our 
*' cottages, which were a mile from the sea- 
*' side. My companion and his wife were, I 
** own, better provided to entertain dian my- 
*' self; however, as we could all speak enough 
^* of the coimtry language to deal with the na- 
*^ tives for what we wanted, we were very 
^* serviceable to our new comers. 

" Captain Drummond being very much de- 
^* jecttti at the loss of his ship, and his melan- 
** chojy situation, resolved, if possible, to get 
^ to St Aiigustine's Bay, which is a place where 
^' ships frequently come to g^t water and fresh 
** provisions. He asked us if we were willing 
*' to go with him, to which proposition we 
' " readily assented In a week's time we had got 
*^ provisions enough, such as beef, rice, water^ 
** and fuel, and got our long-boat in good re- 
•* pair. We were nine in all, with my compa* 
" nlon's wife and a negra 

*' For three or four days we sailed along the 
" shore,^ and got to the southward of Port Dau- 
** phine ; but at last the wind shifted, and 
^ blew so hard we could sail no longer ; so 
*' that, in short, we drove on shore within three 
^^ or four leagxies of the place where we are at 
^ present. We saved all our lives, with our 
^ money, gims, powder, shot, &c. but the^ 
^' long-boat was gtaved in pieces,. 

'' The 
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^ like natives who lived near the sea, per- 
** ceiving our distressed condition, came down to 
** succour us, and carried us up to their town ; 
** foi* they found we had a smattering of their 
** language J and as Wte had a negro with us, they 
** were no way afraid, though they never saw 
** any white men before : Nay, they were so 
** civil, that we wanted for nothing ^y^ith which 
^ they could assist us. However, they soon sent 
" up into the country to inform their dean, or 
^* king, of our arrival j who sent his son, and 
** a commanding officer v^ith fifty men to bring 
•^ us up before him* Though tliey were all 
** armed with guns and lances, yet we refused 
" to go with them, and were as resolute as we 
^ durst be in opposing them ; b\it they soon 
** made themselves masters of our ammunition. 

" Captain Drummond was for defending our- 
" selves to the last extremity, and not to deli-* 
** ver up our arms ; but being fully persuaded 
** that it Was impossible to get oft from them 
** by force, on account of their number, I ad- 
" vised him to comply, and see if we could not 
^ obtain our desires by softer measures. We 
^ told them we desired to go to Port Dauphine, 
" (St Augustine's Bay being too far for us to 
** travel by land) ; but in short, we could not 
*' prevail, for they obliged us to go with them. 

*^ We made it three days journey to the place 
^ of their king's residence : When we came 
** there, and were carried before him, he was 
^ c^riaking XOfike^ (which is made of honey and 

B 2 [^ water. 
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^' water, like mead) his sons and generals were 
** with him, and all perfectly merry. He ask*- 
** ed Captain Dnimmond to driiik ; but the 
** captain, pretending to be sick, refused it. I 
" was their interpreter. The king bid me tell 
** him, he shoxdd waint for nothing the country 
*' afibrdedb The captain desired I would re^ 
^ turn for answer, that, as he wanted to be in 
** his own coimtry, he begged he might be per- 
** mitted to go where we might get shipping. 

*' On this the king, with a stem aspect, re- 
" plied, let the captain be informed, if he does 
*' not know when he is well used, I do ; there 
** are several kings on this island, who have 
** white men among them, and why shall not 
** I? Since our gods have been so good as to 
^* send you here, you shall never go, with my 
*' consent, as long as I govern here. 

*' Upon this. Captain Drummond's colour 
** rose, and looking sternly at the king, let him 
** know (said he to me) that had I suspected 
*' this beforehand, he should never have seen 
*' my face alive; I would have sent some of their 
** black souls to hell. It is not their gods, but 
** fortune, that has put me into his power, and 
** the same fortune may again deliver me out 
** of it. Hereupon he got up, without taking 
" his leave, and went to our cottage. I staid 

long enough to tell the king what, he had 

said ; and, without waiting for an answer, 

got up and followed the captain^ 

" The 
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^ The king, seeing Captain Drununond go 
** away in a passion, in order to appease him, 
** sent one of his generals with an ox for us to 
** kill ; and desired the captain to make himr 
** self easy, since both he and his friends should 
** be well provided for ; if we could eat an ox 
^' every day we should be welcome to it. The 
" captain ^nt my companion's wife, whose 
** name was Deude, with a compliment to the 
^ King, and to return him thanks for the care 
** he took to provide so plentifully for our sup- 
^* port ; but withal to tell him, we did not think 
** life worth preserving widhout the freedom of 
^ enjoying it ; and if we were not permitted 
*^ to go home to our native country, no indul- 
*' gence whatsoever could make us easy* 

" In this state we continued about a fbrt-» 
** night, before we made ai^y attempt to escape ; 
^ but, at last, considering we were about five 
** days journey from Fort Dauphine, we agreed 
*' to go thither, to steal away by night, and 
** get what provision we thought proper : As 
** to ammunition or arms we had none, nor 
" could we get any, except that my companion 
" had two pocket pistols, which the natives 
" had not discovered when they plundered 
** us ; and the country being woody, we 
^ thought we should be able to conceal our- 
*^ selves well enough, 

" According to this resolution, on a moon- 
** light night, we got out of the town undis- 
^ covered, and were soon among the thickets^ 
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" By daylight, however, they missed us j and 
" the njews being carried to the king, he or-* 
*' dered u& ta be pursued. They soon- tracked 
" us, for oiw &hoQ& ^distinguished our fqoting, 
*^ and came up with us before night ; but as 
" they knew we had nothing to defend our- 
" selves, they did not offer any violence to us, 
'^ hut only tpld us we mu^t go back with them 
" to their king. Captain Drummond pererop^ 
" tprily declared, that we would not go back* 
" When they saw our resolution, and that fair 
*' words were ineffectual, they then took hold 
^' of us. My compaxiion, not having his hands 
^ secured, took out his pistols and wounded 
" one of tfienu They seemed enraged at this 
" action ; however, they did nothing more thaEi 
** bind us, till they h^d made a strict search 
" for more pistols, but finding no more, they 
" marched back with us to their king. At, 
*^ soon as he saw us, he looked upon us with 
^* a frowning and menacing aspect j and hav-r 
*' ing but one eye, and thin jaws, his counte- 
" nance seemed still more terrible. He bad^ 
*' me teU the captain, and all of them, that if 
** ever we offered to nm away again, he would 
** make us dearly repen^ it. As to the man 
" who was wounded, though we were appre^ 
^ hensive of being called to accoxmt for it,^ 
*' neither he nor any one else said any thing 
" about the matten 

" This was about two months ago, since 
" that time nothing jemarkabl^ has happened^ 
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** till yesterday, news came of your being cast 
*' away, and the king immediately ordered me 
** down with the message I have delivered to 
** you from him. My friends are guarded^ 
** for fear they should make their escape and 
^ come to you ; as for my own part I endea- 
** vour to sooth him, and tell him I will re- 
^ main with him as long as I live ; and he 
** puts some confidence in me. This, Sir, is 
** a short but true narrative of the miseries 
* and misfortmies we are under, and whicb^ 
^' I am afraid, will be more, now our ntunbers 
** are increased4 " 

Sam having made an end of his story, to 
which every body listened with the utmost at-^ 
tention, we parted, and went with heavy hearts 
to our respective quarters, which were undef 
the bushes. It was very late, and we endea- 
voured to repose ourselves as well as we could ; 
the pieces of muslin served us to spread on the 
groundt for beds ; but, as for my own part, I 
could not close my eyes to rest. I now began 
to reflect on my former obstinacy and perverse- 
nesS ; the tlwnight of my tender mother's beg-r 
ging me on her knees liot to go to sea, gave 
me the most distracting torture. I could now 
see. my error, and repent ; but who could I 
bkme but myself? Here were many pool- 
men who had no other way to live, but I was 
reduced to no such necessity : I ran headlong 
into misery, and severely felt the effects of it. 
X^rs I shed ia plenty, but coidd not, with 
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any justice, complain of fate or providence ; 
for my punishment was but the natural result 
of my own ill conduct. 

We were all up by daylight, and most of 
my fellow-sufferers got as little rest as. I, for 
the man's relation had made us give over all 
hopes of relief, and nothing but sorrrow, dis- 
tress, and despair appeared in all its dismal 
forms in each man's face, according to his. dif- 
ferent constitution. We could save neither 
arms nor ammimition, the want of which 
completed our ruin ; for near one hundred and 
seventy of us would have made our way through 
that part of the country we wanted to travel, 
had we but wherewithal to defend ourselves ; 
but fate had ordained it otherwise, which was 
in all respects as bad as bad could be. So 
that we had only our lives left us, for no other 
purpose but to be conscious of pain, misery,^ 
and perpetual slavery, which was no more 
than we could reasonably expect. 

About one of the clock in the afternoon, 
the king came down with about two hundred 
negroes. They brought no fire-arms with them^ 
lest we should seize them by force, but they 
were armed with lances. As soon as we saw 
them approaching us, we all stood together in 
a body, with our captain at the head of us. 
When they drew near he called Sam, which 
was the man's name he sent to us, and asked 
him. Who was our captain? As soon as 
he wasinforiued, he came up to him, and took 

him 
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Mm by the hand, and said, in a familiar man- 
ner, Salamonger, captain, which is a term of 
salutation, much like our saying, your servant, 
sir. The captain returned the compliment ; 
Sam having informed him before in what man- 
ner he should behave himself to the king. His 
majesty brought with him four large bullocks, 
six calabashes of toak, ten baskets of potatoes, 
and two pots of honey, all which he presented 
to our captain, and gave us, moreover, two 
or three earthen pots to dress our victuals in : 
We immediately roasted the potatoes. He 
stayed twoJhours with us before he withdrew 
t!o the cottage where he proposed to lodge that 
night, and asked several questions about our 
ship, and the manner of her being lost. He 
told the captain he was heartily sorry for his 
naisfortunes, though, in my opinion, that 'was 
nothing but a compliment; for, as I found 
afterwards, he was more brutish and dishonest 
than most of the other kings on the island ; 
and his whole nation were clothed for many 
years out of the efiects they saved from our 
wreck. At this time he took no notice to our 
captain of carrying us up to his own residence. 
The next morning he paid us another visit, 
and then he told us, that he expected we should 
prepare to go along with him to his town, and 
there we should want for nothing the country 
could afford us. Captain Younge ordered the in- 
terpreter to acquaint the king, that he returned 
him a thousand thanks for the c;ivilities he had 
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already received ; and that he was not only 
unable to make him satisfaction, but very un- 
willing to put him to further trouble and charge 
of maintaining so great a number of *people« 
The king replied, that if we were as many more; 
he should not think us either a burden or a 
charge, since he should look upon it as an hon^ 
our to have -so many white men in his domi- 
nions. 

The captain, by this last artful speech, per- 
ceived his whole intention, which shocked him 
to that degree, that he could scarce tell what 
to say to him ; but, after a little reflection, and 
looking wishfully on Sam^ he directed him to 
say, that we have wives, children and rela- 
tions who are impatient to see us, and we are 
^s desirous of seeing them ; that it was impos- 
sible for us to live here always, and, for that 
reason, we begged he would permit us to go 
to some port where we might meet with ships, 
and return to our native country. The king 
paused a wjhile before he made any reply, but 
at length he ordered Sam to tell us^ that we 
should stay in his country till some ships should 
come there to trade, and that then we should 
go home. The captain knowing there was no 
port in his dominions, nor any harbour for a 
ship to put into, took it to be artifice all, and 
a mere compliment 5 for we might stay for ever 
before a ship came there with the view he pro* 
posed. He therefore desired Sam ta tell him 
he would thiok of it^ Atx4 ret;ura an answer 
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the next day» upon this the king depirted, 
and gave us no further trouble at that time. 

As soon as he was gone^ the captain called 
tis all together, and, in a very pathetic speech, 
addressed himself to us in the following man- 
ner : I am now on an equality with the meaiv 
est man here present, my fortune is as low, 
and my life is as little to be regarded : I do 
not pretend, therefore, to command, but to 
consult with you what is most expedient to be 
done, in the present unhappy situation of our 
affairs. However, said he, I am happy in this, 
that though my own life and liberty ate lost 
aa well as yours, yet this misfortime is not 
^ny ways chargeable on me, for I would rather 
have kept on my course to the Cape of Good 
Hope, and relied on Providence in a leaky 
ship,^ than put in here, but you sttenuoi»ly 
opposed it, for death, in my opinion^ is to be 
preferred to our present slavery, and the con- 
sequences that will naturally attend it. In 
death our sorrows will have an end, but now, 
who can, tell the troubles and torments we shall 
yet undergo ? (At this the tears stood in his 
/eyes.) Consider, gentlemen, said he, we have 
neither arms nor ammunition wherewith to 
defipnd ourselves, and I have endeavoured to 
prevail on the king to give us a passage through 
his country to a sea-port, but in vain ; think 
of it, therefore, says he, and consult your own 
safety as well as you can ; be but of one mind,* 
jmd I isqpci r^ady to cqmply with any thing you 
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would have me : As for my own life, I set no 
^ value upon it ; it would not now be worth 
preserving, but for the hopes I have of beings 
serviceable to my friends. Remember I must 
return an answer to-morrow morning, and I 
will advise nothing, nor do any thing without 
your concurrence. 

We went together and consulted, as die 
captain advised, and came soon to an agree-* 
ment j for the matter in debate lay within a 
femall compass : The king had refused to give 
us leave to go to a sea-port, and we had no 
arms to fight and force our way, if we could 
have found it : We, therefore, determined to ga 
quietly up the country with the king, to the 
place of his residence, where we were in hopes, 
of seeing and conversing with Captain Drum- 
mbnd. Captain Steward, and the other people, 
who; (being gallant and courageous men, and 
by this time somewhat acquainted with the 
natives) might probably be capable of giving 
us more proper and seasonable advice. 

We then acquainted the captain with our 
resolution, and he seemed to be very well con- 
tented with it; for, indeed, he was not over 
solicitous what became of himself, since he 
had, in so unhappy a manner, lost his ship 
and fortune, and despaired of ever getting off 
the island. 

Next morning the king paid the captain a 

^visit ; they saluted each other in their usual 

ixjacner, and sat down together upon the sand, 

whilst 



Digitized by 



Googk 



HOBB&T DItURY. S9 

whilst we all stood round them : Soon after 
tiie king ordered Sam to ask the captain, if he 
was teady to go ; for it would be best to walk 
in the cool of the morning, and rest at noon. 
The captain observed, that he did not ask 
whether he was inclined to go or not ? as might 
reasonably be expected, since he pretended to 
give him time to consider of it, but peremp- 
torily asked, if he was ready to go ? 

As the Captain saw there was no avoiding 
it, and having our consent, it signified npthing 
to dispute it, so he told him, we were ready 
io wait en him^ when he pleased. At this the 
King seemed fully satisfied, and ordered Sam 
to tell us he woidd breakfast first, and advised 
us to do so too ; that we might be the better 
enabled to perform our journey. 

We had little satisfaction, nowever, in eat- 
ing, and drinking ; especially since the hour 
vras come, in which we were obliged to leave 
the sea-side ; and it galled us severely to think 
how w^e were forced up the country, like a 
flock of sheep, at the pleasure of a parcel of 
barbarous negroes, without any power to make 
terms for ourselves like men. Some cursed^ 
and others bewailed their hard fortune, nor 
were reflections wanting ; for my own part, 
though I could not, at ^at time, see any rea-- 
son for complaint, yet I have since thought 
that our captain was young, and had not so 
much experience as his father, who would not* 
have put to sea from Mauritius in a leaky ves*? 
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sel, but have taken out the company's Cargo^ 
and left it there, till another ship had been sent 
for it, and saved all onr lives ; however pro- 
vidence ordained it otherwise. 

The king sent, and the word was given 
to march, I was ready in an instant, for I 
carried nothing with me but what I brought 
ashore ; but many of our people took pieces of 
silk, and fine callico. We assembled together, 
and went to the place where the king's tent 
was pitched. We were no sooner come, but 
he was for marching. We left the sea with 
heavy hearts, looking very wishfully back, as 
long as we could discern it; and as oft as 
we did, we observed the negroes hard at work, 
breaking up our bales, and enriching them- 
selves with the plunder of our goods : In short, 
they were so busy, that but few went back 
with the king. 

Our people were but ill-disposed for travel- 
ling ; since every body was tired with work- 
ing, and want of rest : Many were lamed with 
hurts received in getting on shore : Some were 
also without shoes, and most of us had but 
bad ones : Then, again, the country near the. 
sea-side, and some few miles further, is full of 
jshort ujiderwood, and thorny shrubs, which 
tore our clothes to rags ; for the path was very 
narrow, and, before this accident, but little fre- 
quented ; the ground also was sandy, so that, 
when th^ sun was advanced pretty high, it 

scorched 
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scorched otir feet to that degree^ that we were 
«carce able to walk. 

About noon we came to one of their small 
mean villages, consisting of about eight or ten 
houses, or rather huts ; for they were not above 
six or seven feet high, and about eight or nine 
feet in length ; and their doors not above three 
or four feet high : Our people crept into these 
hovels to rest, and to see what they could meet 
with to refresh themselves. Some found honey^ 
others milk, and others beef; for the kiilg 
had given us free permission to take what eat- 
ables soever came to hand. The inhabitants 
were all absent, the men at the sea-side mak- 
ing advantage of our wreck, and the women 
and children fled into the woods at our ap- 
proach. We passed several of these poor vil- 
lages, but saw few of the people. Here we 
reposed ourselves till the heat was abated, when 
we made ourselves but a poor compensation by 
robbing them of their trifles ; while they were 
enriching themselves with our most valuable 
commodities : However, I observed some of 
our people found a secret pleasure in gratifying 
their rejsentment. 

In the cool of the evening we marched again, 
and in a little time came to a more open, and 
better road. As we were now some miles 
from the sea, the king left us, and went before 
to his seat, leaving us to march at our leisure ; 
Jbaving before taken care that we should not 
want provisions, and left his chief officer (who 
2 1 
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I shall call his General) strict orders to supply 
us with whatever we wanted, and what xh^ 
the coiintry could afford. 

At night we came to another of these little, 
villages, where we killed a bullock, and got a 
few earthen pots to cook our meat in ; the 
water was very thick, and nasty j they having^ 
none, but what they fetched at a great distance, 
out of holes and pits in the woods, and kept in 
calabashes, or long tubs, which hold about 
four or five gallons each ; however it served 
our purpose, for at that time we were not very 
curious. We rept)sed ourselves on the ground, 
in the best manner we could, and rose tha^ 
next morning by daylight. We had beef for 
our breakfast, without any bread, or roots in 
the room of it, and our meat was full of sand j 
however, eating and drinking was the least of 
our concern at that time. We passed this day 
much after the same manner as the day ber 
fore, with this difference only, that those 
who wanted shoes were sadly harassed in the 
woods. 

On the third day of our paarch we came to 
otir journey's end : We were obliged to walk 
much faster than either of the two former^ 
having more ground to traverse, and less time 
to do it in ; for we were ordered to be at the 
king's town before sunset. I missed one of 
my purses in this day's journey ; but the loss 
of it was not of any great importance to me at 
that time, for i|; woiJd have been of little ser-^ 
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rike to me had I kept it ; But the loss of a 
medal afterwards,' which my dear mother had 
presented me with, as a testimony of her love^ 
and a token to remember her, was no small ^d- 
diti(m to toy othet misfortunes* 

The residence of this king is about fifty 
niiles froni the .sea-side 'j fpr I reckon, we might 
travel 16 or 17 miles a day. It stands in 4 
woody secured with tr^^s all round it, which 
Heem to have been planted there when . very 
yoiing J they grow very regular and tall; and 
so close to^thdr, that a ^mall dog cannot pass 
between them,. THey axe likewise armed with 
large strong thorns, so tKat there is no break- 
ing through, Or climbing ovei" them* There 
are but two passages, or gates, which are so 
narrow that two only can go abreast : One of 
these is to the northward, and the other to the 
southward i the whole is about a mile in cir- 
cumference. 

When we came near our journey's end, we 
halted, whilst Sam went to inform the king of 
our arrival; We were ordered to wait till he 
was ready for our reception j our captain too 
put us into the best form he could, ordering 
nil our bajggage, and such things as our people 
brought with them, to be lodged under a ta- 
marind tree, arid diree or four Lascars to look 
after them. He soon sent for us, and we march-^ 
ed in order by fours. The king was sitting on 
a mat^ cross-legged, in the open air, just before 
,the door of his palace, with a gun leaning on 
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Digitized by 



Googk 



84» Al)VfiNTl/RiS OF 

his shoulder, and a brace of pistols lying by 
his side ; his scms and kinsmen sat in the same 
manner on the ground^ on each hand of him, 
armed with guns and lances ; the natives join-.- 
ed them on both sides, and formed together^ 
a semicircle, most of these were likewise fur- 
nished with guns and lances. There were 
mats spread from pne end of the people to the 
other, for us to sit on ; so that, when we had 
joined them, the assembly was almost a circu- 
lar form. We were somewhat concerned to 
see them all thus in arms, till Sam informed 
us, that they never go from one house to ano* 
ther without them. 

As soon as we were seated, the king (by 
Sam) assurerd the captain he was welcome, and 
sent for ten calabashes of toake, six he gave 
to our people, three to his own, and one he re- 
served for our captain and himself. He also 
sent for Captain DrummcMid, Captain Stew^ 
ard, and tlie rest of their company. Captain 
Younge ^rose to salute them ; and after tlie 
usual compliments were passed, the captains 
sat down together. The king ordered a ser- 
vant to pour out some toake into a clean earthen 
cup, which he kept for his own use, and drank 
it up without drinking to any body, but or- 
dered some more to be poured out for our cap- 
tain, in another cup, but as it was dirty he re^ 
fused it ; the king asked Sam the reason of it, 
who told him the truth, so the king sent a 
man immediately to wash it. The captain, 

indeed. 
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ind^, teqiect*d to be wrve* mt^f ^ iitt^V 
etip, but Sam mfotiia^ hic^th^t neither black 
Vto^ white, aor evei^ his wives or Aifdr^n, ev^r 
dra&k out of his cup^; and ^3 i& th^ general 
custom of the country. 

Whiri I saw the servant reclaming wkh the 
cup our captain had refused, I took out tmy 
Siltrer one, and presented it to him j after we 
had ali drank out c£ it, the king desired to see 
it, 2cAd- was- so WondWfully pl(^afe€fd with it, 
that he idesired to keep it, bdt the captain in-^ 
formed him diat it wsta none of his, but be- 
longed to 9 lad that was behind MhI. I called 
to Sam, and desired him to acquaint the king^ 
that ^nce so many people had drank out of it, 
1 humfcly conceived it could not be fit for hisr 
use. At thi«, he and the people round hini 
kughed heartily. He ordered me to stand up, 
tfaat he might see me ; however, I saved my 
cup tMs> time. Night drawing on, he with- 
drew, oifdeiing us a bullock for our supper. 
Notwithstanding his courteous reception of us, 
he would not tru«t \xs all to lie within the 
gates: of the town : Our captain, Mr Prat out* 
chief mate, Mr Bembo our second mate, and 
myself, were the only persons that were so far 
ifidul^d. We had a hutch ordered us, next 
ili Captain Drununond and his companions j 
Itet tl^ rest of the people lay without the gates, 
wider the trees. 

In this manner we lived for Some few days ; 

what particular amusements some of our people 
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found otit to pass away their tedious hours^^ 
I know n[ot, but there occurred to me, an af-^ 
fair of a most agreeable and surprising nature^ 
which some would have improved and made^ 
use of to advantage. 

This king had a daughter, about 13 or 14 
years of Age, who would talk to me sometimes 
an hour or two together, though I did not 
comprehend one word she said ; though she 
seemed to be very desirous I should know her 
meaning^ yet she was very modest, and used 
no indecent gestures, to intimate any vicious 
inclinations, neither did I entertain any idea of 
an intrigue, so that our conversation, on my 
side^ aimed at nothing : This she at length per- 
ceivedf and sent Sam to me one day,- to dbsire I 
would come to her mirse*s house, where she 
was educated, and partake of a small entertain- 
ment; I went along with him, and as soon ais 
we entered^ I found a mat spread on one side 
of the house^ on which she desired us to seat 
ourselves, and ordered one of her attendants 
to boil some Guinea corn and milk, and roast 
some beef; She sat down over against me^ 
and though I had no iwtion of love, yet I could 
not help observing a particular softness in the 
tone of her voice } and when she inquirfed of 
Sam about our mi$fortunesi she shewed abui^ 
dance of concern for us, and l^ioked at me witii 
a more than common pleasure^ as people o£ 
taste do at pictures which please them ; and, in 
sh(Mrt,>8tare4 me almost out of coimtenancej 
. . I 
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i Ima^ned she was resolved to know me again, 
f>j hw narrow observance of every motion. 
She Was extremely courteous andt)Uiging, and 
.often si^ed widi pity at the sense she seemed 
to have of our deplprable condition. I looked 
upon her ts a good natured creature, and that 
curiosity more than love had made her fond 
of conversing with a white man, which is 9, 
novelty in their country. 

*We were just ^it^ring into the best part of 
the conversadtei, and our interpreter had be- 
g;un, at her request^ to acquaint me with the 
reason of her extraordinary xx>mplaisance, and 
jobs^^ance of me, when her mother ^ame to 
the door, aiui desired ixer.to.take a walk with 
her without the gates, to see jdie white men» 
I was a liitle nettled at this intermption, and 
she seemed much more concerned at it herself, 
however, it would have been an act of the 
highest disobedience in her to have refused 
her mother^s request, so she con^plied with a 
seeming readiness, and we returnee^ 

Sam told ine, ice had private orders from 
her, to inform xx^ diat she was in love with 
me, but laid h^r Commands upon him to say 
nothing of it to any person whomsoever, either 
white or black. I was strangely startled at 
this open declaration, and that this was the 
private motive that induced her to be fond of 
my company and conversation. Since I came 
to be a man, I have stood astonished at my 
i)wn stupidity, in putting a modest yovmg lady, 
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of her birth and jcharacter, to the mom&c9taon 
joi acquainting me widi l^x Jore, and expcDsing 
herself to the censures of mother man. I faavft 
nothing to plead in my z%£xxse^ foiit duu: being 
.a lad scarce 16 years of age, the disccwsery laf 
dso important a secret, created in me morerd^ear 
than affection, lest the consequences of so ^dani^ 
gerous an isfiair, might furore fatal to me% 
She sent again for me that rery night, and I 
attended her accordingly, and behaved myself 
-with all the decency and good manner& that 
common prudence and gratitude for h» ciisrili* 
ties obliged me to. I knew she was the king's 
darling, and therefore dreaded to disobligeher, ^ 
lest she might tell her father what story she 
thought proper, and destroy me in a moment. 
At length) I perceived she was equally afraid 
pf her father's knowledge of her pa^ion, so 
that \ looked upon myself iii danger on both 
sides ; for which reason, when jSam informed . 
me that she desired my company again, the 
next night, I pretended to be very sick, and 
unable to go abroad ; so that |:his aflfair, which 
might have proved highly agro^able to soma 
warmer persons^ proved to me, in the circum^ 
stances I was then, a matter of vexation and 
fatigue ; but^ two days after, our amour, if I 
may call it so, was totally disconcerted. 

Every morning, we went, as was expected, 

in a body to visit the king ; but, one morning 

he ordered Sam to inform us, that he had an 

inveterate enemy to the wgstwjird, who had 

- . ^ hitherto 
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jbitfafiito proved too powerful for him, but 
since his gods* ha4 been* so indulgent as . to 
aend some white men into his dominions, he 
would ^cnbrace so favourable an opportunity, 
once VQ^ore to try his strength, with our assist- 
ance : But, in the m^n time, he shpijd be 
obliged to distribiite us among his sons, who 
lived at distant towns, apt only for the conve- 
nience of providing for 3uch a number of us, 
(there not being room enough in this town), 
but to ease hin^self of a charge, which was too 
great and burthensome for hiin to support 
alone^ He also sent to me this night, to beg 
the silver cup before mentioned, lyith which re-r 
quest (knowing it was in his power to take it 
by forcp, i£»he thought fit), I readily cpmplied^ 
Thi» unexpected separation was a terrible blow 
to us, and we returned to our cottages with, 
heavy hearts, well knowing, if we could not 
find out some w^y to prevent it, there were no 
hopes of evpr getting off the island, 
^ Hereupon, the three captains, viz. Drum- 
mond. Steward, and Younge, with some of the 
chief of our people, entered immediately into 
a consultation abo\^t what was proper to be 
done in this emergency, and to make ^some 
bold attempt for our lives and libefty^ Capt 
taiti Drunjmond, as I heard afterwards^ was 
the man who proposed to take the king prir 
soner, and by that means to make their own 
terms with the natives. Now, Captain Drum-r 
jnond and some others were men of experi- 
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^nce, and undaunted resolutioa ; our captaoi^ 
indeed, had courage enough, bjit he was too 
young : However, the proposition was^univer-r 
I^Uy approved of, and the time and manner of 
the execution was fixed, I was too young to be 
admitted as dn^ of the council, therefore^ I shall 
not pi^etend to relate 'vyhat reasons were produc-? 
cd, either for or againet the proposal ; though 
I was told afterwards, that night, however, 
I was wholly ignorant. I observed Captain 
Younge and Mr Bembo to talk with great 
earnestness, but in whispers, and with the ut- 
most precaution ; as I was then a stranger to 
that design, I slept sound, till I was roused in 
the morning, by a great and sudden noise in 
tlie town, pccasioiied by the plot being put in 
execution. Our people went as usual, betimes 
in the morning, to pay their compliments to 
the king ; and whilst some of them were at 
the princess house, the signal was given by one 
of captain Drunimond'a men firing a pktol^ 
at which the king was seized, and his son at 
the same time. 

This instantly alarmed the whole town ; I 
started up without tny sho0s, being frighted at 
the sudden outcry. N6t knowing what was 
the matter, and seeing the negroes figfckiog but 
of the town, I ran with th^m,' till I was taken 
notice of by onfe of our nien, who called m^ 
back; and I was as much amazed as the pa- 
tives, to see the king, his consort, .and one of 
his sons, with their hands tied behind them, 
' ' under 
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under the guard of otir people. They present-r 
ly rifled the king's mansion house, and every 
other place where they could find any agrees 
able plunder. We happened to find about 30 
BmaU arms, a small quantity of powder and 
shot, and a few lance$. The natives, as I ob^ 
served ^before, ran out of the town, but they 
did it with no other view than to procure asr 
sistance, for they soon alarmed the country, 
and returned with great numbers from all the 
adjacent towns, and immediately besieged us,* 
They fired in upon us, and wounded one d 
our men in the groin, on which. Captain^ 
Yoimge ordered Sam to tell the king, if they 
fired any more, they would kill him that very 
moment. The king hearing their resolution, 
called to his men, and desired them to desist, 
if they had a mind to save his life. 

This attempt, indeed, was bold and hazard- 
ous, and some, perhaps, may censure it as cri- 
minal ; I shall not say much in its defence : 
but, since I have arrived to years of maturity, 
I cannot forbear reflecting, that if nature, even 
in a Christian country, will rebel against prin- 
ciple, what will it not do for life and liberty, 
undef the tyranny and oppression of a barbar- 
ous and savage nation ? 

However, at length we put ourselves in a 
posture of defence, and marched out of the 
town ; six men under arms naarched in the 
front ; and in the body, where the king was, 
six w^nt armed before him, and six behind ; 

three 
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diree before his son, and three behmd him ; 
and six brought up the rear, in which were the 
Lascars. Captain Younge, out of compassion^ 
would have released the queen, and let her go 
wherever she pl^ased^ but she would nc4: aban** 
don her husband. 

We had not got above four miles on our 
march, before our wounded companion faint* 
ed ; and, not being able to carry him off, W0 
were forced to leave him by the side of a pond 
of water ; where, as I was afterwards inform- 
ed, they soon put him out of his pain, by strifc- 
Jng their lances into several parts of his body. 
Having marched about two or three miles far- 
ther, we got out of the woods, and found our^ 
selves in a spacious open plain, where we could 
see all around us ; and soon found, that our 
enemies were not only near, but niunerous, and 
threatened immediately to attack us. We faced 
towards them, our armed men being in the 
the front, with the king bound before them, 
Sam was ordered, at the same time, to tell him, 
that our design was not to hurt either him or 
his son, nor to carry them into their enemies' 
country, but only to detain them as hostages 
for our safeguard, while we passed through 
his dominions ; and, that as soon as we came 
to the borders of Port Dauphine, we would let 
them go again, and give them back the arms 
and ammunition we had taken from them; 
but if the least violence was offered to us, we 

would 
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would sacrifice diem both ; and diis we desir- 
ed idbi tx) tdl his people. 

Hereupon he called one of his generals to' 
iiim, assuring him that he should receive no 
iiarccu Accordingly, he left his gun and lance 
behind him, ind came to, us, where he was in- 
formed) both by us and the king, of our reso- 
lution ; upon which he told us, there should 
not be a gun fired whilst we preserved the king 
alive, and gave him civil treatment. 

This parley being over, we continued our 
march through the plain till near evening; 
many of us without shoes, as well as myself, 
and some sick ; which obliged us to take up 
our quarters sooner than we would otherwise 
tave done ; so that every one was almost faint, 
ai^l glad of rest. The king ordered Sam to 
tell us, that an q% should be sent to us forth- 
with. We made a trench, like a ring, in the 
midst wh^eof we planted the black king and 
his son; our captain, and some few others 
were appointed as a guard over them : our arm- 
&1 men were divided into four parties, in order 
to secure us in the best manner they could. 
We had just finished our camp, when the offi- 
cer tvho had been with us before, and three 
other men, brought us a bullock. He brought 
likewise some roasted meat in his hand, and a 
horn of water for the king ; so we loosed our 
royal prisoners' hands, that they might feed 
themselves. They ate some small matter, and 
gave the remainder to Captain Younge. 

Whilst 
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Whilst we w^ie employed in killing the* ox, 
we desired the kdng to send some of his people 
intqxthe wood* for s<mie fuel to dress it, which 
^e readily did ; and they jsoon brought us sufr 
£cient for our jpurpose. But all this time we 
wanted water, and complained thereof to the 
king, who assured us, that there was none to 
be got pear that jdace hy several miles ; and 
that what small qiuuatity was givea him in the 
horn, was brought from that very pcmd where 
we. left thfe wounded man^ which could not be 
less than about ten miles distances This very 
much disheartened us; for we were parcjbed 
with thirst, which was the mof e increased by 
the fatigue of our long march, and the heat of 
the coiuitry. However, there was no help for 
us, and patience was the only remedy. When 
the king and his soi;! had supped, we bound 
their hands before then^, that they might sleep 
as easy as they qould ; so, after we had cut up 
our bullock, and divided it amongst ijs, broisU 
ed, and eat it, though with but little satisfac- 
tion, for want of water; and when we had 
made as good a supper as our unhappy circum- 
stances would well admit of, we also used our 
best eiMleavours to repose ourselves. The three 
captain^, however, agreed to Watch alternately, 
and divided our people into three parties for 
that purpose. The king entreated his wife to 
go home, and to comfort his children ; but 
more particularly recommended his beloved 
daughter to her care. She went at his request, 

but 
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but shed tearis at her departure, as did also the 
king and his son. Such of us as were not on 
the watch, lay down ; but we had a wretched 
night: for the ground was stony, and there 
was but little grass ; and what was still a greats 
er affliction, we were excessive dry, and had 
nothing to quench our thirst. . 

At dawn of day we arose, which was the se^ 
cond day of our travel, and the better to sup- 
port ourselves under the fatigue of it, we ate part 
of the remains of our beef, but it was a miserable 
repas)tv«s we had nothing to drink« However, 
we put ourselves in the same order as we had 
done the day before, and went forward ; the na- 
tives perceiving us in motion, moved too, but 
kept at a greater distance, and went into out 
camp after we had quitted it, to see what they 
could find ; and their labotir was not altogether 
lost, for many of our people thought proper to 
leave half those India goods they had brought 
out of the town behind them, that they might 
travel with less fatigue. We walked with more 
ease half this day than we did the day before, 
it proving cloudy weather, and cool. About 
noon, the general, who had been with us be- 
fore, came with some roasted meat and a horn of 
water, for the king and his son : as we did not 
loose their hands, we were forced to feed them. 
The general ordered Sam to ask the captains, 
if they would release the king for six guns. ' I 
perceived there was a debate between them and 
Mr Bembo j some thinking the six guns would 

be 
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be of great tervice to us, especially, aa we shotikl 
$till have the king's son-: others were of opi- 
nion^ that it would be more for our safety to 
keep the kii^ i however, it was agreed at last 
that h^ should be dismissed. We infonuied 
the general, that if they would give us six v^ry 
good guns, and promise on their honour not 
follow us, but return with their king^ we would 
let him go ; and that as soon as we camje to dbo 
river Manderra, which divided his dominions 
frcmi those of Port Dauphine, we would release 
the king's spn, and leave all their arms behind 
us. 

The g^eneral was startled at this unexpected 
condescension of our people, and dispatched 
away one -of his attendants to the king's othet 
sons^ who were not far off with their army, to 
acquaint them with our proposal ; and in half 
an hour's time returned to us with six of the 
best guns. They made the moj^e haste lest our 
minds should alter ; we kept them no longei? 
in suspence, than while we took the guns to 
pieces, to see whetJier they we,re in good con- 
dition or not; and finding them better thai^i 
we could reasonably have expect^ in such a 
country, we released their king, and sent him 
away with the general. , He took his leave of 
the prince, and went directly to his army^ We 
were so near as to see the ceremony of his sons 
meetijig him, who fell down and embraced his 
knees, and, with all the earnesmess imaginable, 
shedding tears for joy. After they had kissed 
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4nd licked his knees and legs, for about £ve or 
six minufes, they arose to give his head officer* 
an opportunity of paying the like homage ; and 
after them, some others of an inferior station ; 
vvho, in general, expressed a most sincere, and 
passionate affection to his person, and showed 
all the demonstrations of joy imaginable on ac<^ 
coimt of his return. This ceremonial over, 
they ^11 hollaed and fired their guns, as a pub- 
lic testimony of their general joy and satisfac*- 
tion. 

We coyild not help halting to observe this 
scene, but before it was perfectly concluded^ 
we marched forward as well as we could} 
though with no small difficulty : foi\ notwith- 
standing it continued cloudy, yet the afternoon 
was sultry hot ; and our thirst increasing, we 
began to grow sensibly weaker and weaken 
Our captains, however, walked slowly on, which 
m^e our jom^ney something easier. We ask- 
ed the prince if there was no water near at 
hand ; he informed us, that there was none to 
be got till we came to Manderra river, which 
we should not be able to reach that night. 
Though it was not easy for us to miss our way, 
yet we made him our guide. TTie natives had 
told us before, that the plain we were in was 
long, and of no great breadth in proportion to 
the length; but extended itself near east and 
west to the river. As soon as we came to a 
sandy plac?, we halted and formed our camp, 
it being then near sUn-set ; this was somewhat 
1 softer 
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Softer for us to lie on than o^ur situadoii th* 
night before; Th6 natives perceiving that we 
began to encamp, they followed our example; 
They divided tl^mselves accordingly into six 
parties, and so ordered their matters that they 
almost surrounded lis, which did' not a little 
surprise us. However, we appointed our watch 
its before j but here, to our misfortune^ we 
could find neither victuals noit Water, and were 
almost parched with thirst : In short, we were 
reduced to so great an extreiiiity, that we crawls 
fed o^n the ground to lick the dew, and this 
was all the refreshmejit i^e could then meet 
with. 

On the third day of our liiaf ch we ros^ ear- 
ly, and put forward as well as we doiJd. The 
negroes, who stricdy observed our motionsr, 
were as ready as we j but we placed oilr airmed 
men in the front, determined to make a bold 
push for it, if they attempted to obstruct our 
passage. They divided, and let us proceed with^- 
out molestation j and though we travelled all 
the morning, yet we met with nothing remark- 
able^ till we arrived at a little round hillj where^ 
on there stood a prodigious large tub, albout 
six feet high, which held near an hundred gal^ 
Ions, and was full of toakej Our people were 
going immediately to drain it dty, but Sam 
threw it down, and spilt all the liquor, asking . 
us, with some warmth, if we were so blind as 
not to see the plot that was laid for our de- 
struction : for it was planted there to tempt us 
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t6 arinki with no other ^ intentioti than t6 poi- 
son us all i or at leasf to intoxicate us to that 
degree, that l3iey might rescue their prince 
%eithout opposition^ and murder tis at their 
pleasure* 

While we Were reflecting on this extraordi^ 
nary action, the general, and two of three more 
came up to us, and asked Sam what reason he 
could offer for spilling the toake i To which 
he made no regular reply^ but bid him be gone 
about his business^ The general desired to 
speak with the young prince; and after a little 
discourse with him, directed Sam to acqtiaint 
Captain Younge, that if he should tMnk fit to 
release the prince, they wotild give him three 
of the head men of the country in exchange^ 
The captain told him, if he would consent to 
be one of. them, they would agree to it* He 
excused himself on account of his family, who, 
as he pretended, would be iiurdnsolable, should 
he leave them ; however, he would engage, that 
his own brother, who had no children, shoidd 
be one of the hostages. 

Caption Younge, who imagined diat they 
Allowed us on accoum of their prince only ; 
and that, if we should release him, they woidd 
return back, complied with the general's pro- 
position. Upon this, he posted away to the 
army, and acquainted the other princes with 
the agreement he had made ; for the king went 
directly home, as Soon as he left us. We' march- 
ed on,.detennuiing to lo$e no time ; and the 

n general 
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general returned in less than an hour with thre* 
men, and informed us, that he had brought 
his brother, and two more of the chief of their 
people, in exchange for the prince ; and as to 
the arms then in our possession, which belong- 
ed to their king, w« niight, when we had no 
further occasion for them, leave them accord- 
ing to our promise with these three men, who 
would take care to s6nd them home* 
; We toqk the three men, and having tied their 
hands behind them, delivered up the prince^ 
He shook hands with our captains^ and went 
to the army ; as soon as his brethren saw him 
at a distance, they ran to meet him, as did als(3 
many- others ; who seemed to be more trans- 
ported with joy for his deliverance, than they 
"werie before for his father's* 

We proceeded on our journey as well as men 
couid without provisions, and were too soon 
convinced of Captain Younge's mistake j for 
the negroes, instead of retiring^ approached 
nearer to us, and some marched before us; 
so that we expected every minute when they 
would attack us. We had a young lad in our 
company who lost his leg* at BengaL Not- 
withstanding he wad well recovered, and sup^ 
plied with a wooden one well fitted, yet it can- 
not be imagined that he should be able to keep 
up with us J for being now surprised by their 
surrounding us, we doubled our pace ; and in 
short, . were . obliged to leave this poor lad be- 
hind us. We saw the barbarians come up with 

him, 
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lum,' take offhis wooden leg, and first insult him, 
then they thrust their lances into his body, and 
left him wallowing in his blood* Being eye^ 
witnesses of diis act of inhumanityY and appr&« 
hensive of the like treatment; we hurried on, a's 
fast as our feeble limbs would carry us, till sun*- 
set, when we came to a large tamarind tree, 
the leaves whereof, as they Weye sour, we chew- 
ed, to moisten our mouths; The fniit itself 
was not theft ill seasOnJ . 

The threcf negroes whom we had taken is 
hostages, observing what had passed, and 
thinking their lives in danger, called to SaiA ' 
and the captains, arfd told them th^ had 4 
scheme to propose, which would be fdr thfe 
safety of lis all ; whith was this : That as 
soon sl8 it was dark, vte should befep march- 
ing on as silently as po^ible all nighft. The 
captains approved of this proposal, and cfrdefed 
^none of us to sleep, but to be ready aE6 soon as 
the watcb^wdrd was given. This was very 
grievous, codsidering how tired we were the 
day before ; but we submitted cheerfully to 
any tlnng that gave us hopes of escaping from 
the violent hands of thorse blood-thirsty baU-bari- 
ans. As soon as it was dark enough to Conceal 
our flight, we assembled together, and took a 
considerable quantity of muslins^ and calicoe$« 
and h^g them upon the bushes, that the spies, 
who we knew watched us, might not anywis* 
mistrust our sudden removal, 

D 3 We 
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We walked off, accordingly, undiscovered 
by them* Captain Dnimoiond, however, being 
ts^en so ill, that he could not walk at all, none 
of us being strong enough to carry him, we re^ 
solved to make the three negroes perform that 
effice by tiirns. After we had thus travelled 
most part of the night, we came to a thicket 
among some cotton trees ; where the man who 
had the charge of Captain Drummond, pretend- 
ing to ease himself, threw the captain upon the 
ground, fan away into the wood, and we never 
saw him more. Upon this, we had a more 
watchful eye over the other two, and led him, 
whose turn tt was to carry the captain, with a 
rope about his reck* 

Weak as we were, we travelled a great many 
ifiiles that night, afid were glad when the day 
broke in upon us j for the negroes had told us 
before, that if we walked hard all night, we 
^ould be at Manderra river betimes in die 
morning. And their information was just ; for. 
as soon as we can^e to a little hill, the sun then 
just rising, we had a prospect of 'the river^ 
though at a considerable {Jistance ; however, 
die. hopes we had of oxning to it in a sh<Mt: 
time, and of getting water to quench our thirst, 
^a^ve us no small^ pleasure, and q^ spirits be* 
gan to revive at the very sight of it. It was 
some comfort to us, likewise, to think dbat the 
Jdr^'s dominions extended no further, notwidi?- 
standing there were no inhabitamts to protect 
O^within several miles, xMi the other side. Some 

of 
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pf our people, who irere more tired than the 
fest^ took liberty to 8it down to refresh them<* 
selves ; ^s taking it for granted, that the negrp 
army would never come^in sight of us again* 

But this vain notion of being safe and secure 
too quickly vanished ; for as soon as they missh^ 
ed us in the morning, they pursued us like so 
n^any greyhounds, and before we got widiin a 
naile of Manderra river, overtook us. There- 
upon they began to butcher our men then rest- 
ing imder the trees, striking their lances into 
their sides and throats. Though I was one of 
those who could not travel well, yet there were 
twenty behind mej the woman, whose life 
was preserved in our ship, was nea to me. I 
seeing jtbem kill our people in this barbar- 
lous manner, threw off my coat aiKi waistcoat, 
and trusted to my h^ls j for the foremost of 
lOur people having passed the river, and I not 
being far off, took courage ; but hearing the 
Import of a gun, I looked back, a^d saw the 
poor woman fall, and the negroes sdcjfcing their 
lances in her sides. My turn was next, for the 
same negroes pursued me, and before I was got 
to the brink of the river, they fired a gim at 
me, but I jumped in. Our men, who h%d got 
safe over, made ^ stand, in order to defend those 
who were behind ; and notwithstanding th^ 
negroes followed me so close, I could not rer 
frain from drinking two or three times out of 
my Ijajt, let the cpusequeiace prove what it would. 

D 3 However^ 



Digitized by 



Googk 



However, I got over safe^a^d whilst Twre:weyf 
on th* bank, and faced them, they never at- 
tempted to follow ws.^ i)ur captains asked nae 
if I thought there were any of our xompamon^ 
still behmd ubI I aiiswered, I believed.. that 
there were none alive. T^e \*ait;ed a while and 
then nfiarchfid forwards. We had a wood to 
pass through, and the negroes, as soon as tl^. 
saw us* quit the banks, immediately putsu^d u^^ 
They got into the woods, and firing behind the 
trees every now* and then, they killed three^ ot 
Four of our men. We had not travelled abovfe 
twQ miles in this wood, before w^ came to a 
large sandy plain, to which we could see np 
end i and bere they determined to i^top our pro-f 
gress, since, if we went ijiuch farther, we shpuld 
be within hearing of King Samuer^ Subjects, 
who were their mortal enemiei^ and wp^ld rea-j 
dily assist us. They divided themselves^ there-r 
fore, into several bodies, in order to break in 
upon us on all sides ; and we^ being apprized 
of their designs, were resolved to sell our lives 
and liberties as dear as po3sible; Heteupoii 
our captains put us in as good a posture of de** 
fence as they^ could, and divided our nien whp 
bore i^rms into four classes ; one ujader the 
command of each of our three captains, and the 
other under Mr Jolin Bembo ; such as had no 
arms, or were disabled, were covered in a little 
valley, and with them were the two negro hos» 
tages. 
^ We had not above 3€i fir^^nis amongst us 
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oil, and hot many more persons fit to fi^t^ so 
that we were a poor handful to withstand an 
army of two or three thousands When they 
found we made a standi they did so too, and^ 
according to their wonted manner, (where it 
could be done), three or four of them in 9, plac^ 
threw up the sand before them, and being also 
beneath us, we could see only their heads: Their 
shot flew very fast over us, and we kept thenx 
in play from noon till , six in the evening, by 
which time, all our ammunition was spent 
Those of us who had money, nxade slugs of it j 
their next shift was to take the middle screws 
out of their guns, and charge their pieces with 
them. When they had used all these means:, 
they knew not what to do further ; now we 
began to reflect on those who advised us to 
to delivpr up, first the king, and afterwards his 
son, since the keepiiig of them would have 
been our prinpipal . safeguard. The two net- 
groes in our custody expected, no doubt, every 
minute to be killed, as very justly they might ; 
Imt as their cteath would be of np service t6 
us, we did them no injury. 

At length, it was unanimously agreed, that 
Dudey and her husband should be sait to 
them with ^ flag of truce, not only to prolong 
the time, but to know what they further want?- 
/ed ; so we tied a piece of red silk- to a lance, 
and dispatched them away. They kept firing 
at us all this time, not knowing what we meant 
by not returning it : They shot at those who 
/ D 4 ' parried 
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carried the flag ; but perceiving that they wer« 
not armed, the prince ordered them to ceas6» 
Dudey was interpreter, and told them that our 
icaptain was inclined to make peace with them, 
and to deliver tip the two hbstages, widi the 
gims and ammunitipn we tpok with ns, as soon 
^s we were advanced a little further into the 
cpimtry. They sj^d they wpuld suffer us tQ 
go in the morning, in c^^e we would deliver up 
our arms, and the naen, but not that evening, 
because it was dark. Their |iru^ reason wa^ 
^his, they knew if we got aw?ty that night, we 
should send some of King Samuel's people, 
who were their utter enemies, to be revenged on 
them for the ill treatment we had met with. 

We were^ at a loss what determination to 
come to; we ^vere willing, indeed, to let the 
two men (whom tjiey called generals) go, but 
loth to part with our arms : Most of us, as well 
as our captain, were of opinion, that they fol- 
lowed us for nothing else, and were for deliver- 
ing them up, but Captain Drunmiond, Captain 
Steward, and their people, with Mr Dembo and 
some o^ our men, opposed it. Captain Drum- 
mond in particular, expressed a great concern 
to s^ us so easy to be imposed upon, and told 
U9 that it was too visible, their word? were not 
to be relied on : Most voices, however, carried 
it, and Captain Younge being of the opinion it 
wajs best to resign them, it was agreed, and, in 
short, soon actually performed, for Dudey hav- 
ing prders to acquaint them with such resolu- 

tion^ 
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clem, the^ sent proper ixicssengers tminodiately 
to receive them. 

Captain Dnimmond, however, and his com* 
pinions, claimed theirs as their own right and 
property, and therefore would not deliver them, 
nor would Dudey's husband part with his. The 
negroes well knew we had but few left, and went 
away, to all outward a|^)6arance, well contented 
for that night. Dudey returned, and assured 
us, that they would let us go in the morning ; 
and as night was coming on, we lay down upon 
the sand to repose ourselves, as well as our dis- 
tressed circumstances would admit of; for, be^ 
sides the hunger and fatigue we had already 
suffered, we reflected a thousand times on the 
barbarities we had seen committed the day be- 
fore, and that it was now in their power to 
treat us as they pleased* 

The next morning, as soon as we could see, 
^e missed Captain Drummond, Captain Stew- 
?,rd, Mr Bembo, Dudey, and her husband, and 
four or five more, who deserted us in the night, 
without communicating their intentions to us. 
Now we plainly saw destruction before us, and 
the end of this miserable journey, which, after 
SQ bold an attempt, we undertook for the preser-^ 
vation of our lives and liberty j and a tragical 
one it was. For, 

No sooner was it broad daylight, but the ne* 
groes came up to us, and the prince had a short 
(Conference with Sam. Captain Tounge asked 
him ^\k^ purport of their discourse ; he an*- 

swered. 
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swered^ they wante4 to know wlutt was become 
of Captain Drummond and the rest. The word^ 
were no sooner out oi his month, but one of 
the princes took hcdd of me, and delivered me 
to one of his attendants ; there were three ot 
four lads like myself^ and much about my age, 
who were seized at the san^ time, and deliver<- 
ed to their peojde in die same manner, who 
bound our hands widi icords*. . 

, The same prince who c^dered my hands to be 
thus tied, stuck his laqce into Captain Younge's 
throat, and afterwanls into his sides. Having 
killed him, he went on to another ; and the rest 
of his barbarous train inunediately fblloiKing 
his example, they soon murdered ev^ry man 
belonging to our company ; they then stripped 
off their clothes, and, like inhuman butchers, 
ripped open several of their bellies. As for my 
part, I expected death every moment, but in 
what shape I could iM>t tell, for one of the ge- 
nerals lifted up his lance, with an intention to 
pierce me through, but was prevented by the 
man who had me in custody, for some reasons 
I could not then rightly understand ; but^ as I 
heard afterwards, he informed hiiti I was re- 
served to wait on the king's grandson. Though 
jthis sax.ed my life, yet it would not hinder 
the officer from rifling me of what I had "Va- 
luable about me; for he, feeling my purse 
in my breeches pocket, and not readily find>- 
ing it, in a fury, with his lance, cut away my 
breeches, and narrowly missed my flesh. 

When 
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. When thegr liad concluded this bloody scene^ 
9pd clothed themselves with the spoils of the 
slain, they marched away in very great haste^ 
for fear of the natives of Port Dau^^ine, whom 
they imagined Captain Drommond and the rest 
had by that time alarmed, and prevailed on 
them to send tome forces down to our rescue. 
Now whether the negroes might not think we 
had sent them away on purpose to get such as-i 
distance, and thereby provoked them to murder 
i>s, I cannot say ; but certain it is, we were the 
most unfortunate wretches in the universe ; for 
I was afterwards informed, before our mur- 
fiered people were wdl cold) two thousand of 
King Samuel's men came down to rescue us 
put of their merciless hands. 

Perhaps the reader will «ay, why did we 
Qot send two or three of our people as soon 
as we had parsed the river ? To which I can 
only answer, I think we were all infatuated, for 
with ease it might have been done ; especially 
since we had the woman IKrdey to go with them 
as an interpreter; and we might have kept 
Sam with us. But none of these reasons at 
that time occurred to me ; for I was but a raw 
unexperienced youth. And what motives could 
induce Captain Younge to rdease both the king 
and his son, is what I cannot pretend to account 
for. T^e plot was, doubtless, well concerted, 
and as duly executed at first, but most shame- 
fully conducted afterwards ; and indeed, it is 
scarce credible, that such a number of us could 

be 
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be 80 stupid as we then were ; aofi ^cel hav» 
attained to a in:^ture age^and bc^ncapable of any 
reflection, it is what I have been surprised at. 

The only reason that can be offered, I now 
think, is, that as all of us had a great aiO&ctioQ 
for our captain's father, so it caused us to be too 
. partial, and to entertain too good an opinion of 
the son. But I since found, to my great con^ 
cern, that our captain wanted not only judge- 
ment, but experience in the world j for C^tain 
Drummond, as I very well remember, frequent** 
ly opposed him; but by whatsoever ill con^ 
duct, or folly, we might contribute towards our 
ruin, so it was ; and I am relating a real &ct, 
and not inventing a fiction, or telling the reader 
what might, or ought to have been done in th^ 
unhappy situation of our affairs at that time ; 
however, through his imprudence were my 
friends massacred, and myself, with three mora 
teade perpetual slaves : ^The eldest of us wae 
not above sixteen years of age, and we were 
immediately parted, for they marched directly 
dff the spot. As for Sam, I do not reckon hin^ 
as one of us, because he went off with the nei- 
groes. I never saw him afterw^ds, but was 
informed, that he lived a freeman under Dean 
Crindo } and whether he was so faithful to us, 
as in justice and gratitude he ought to have 
been, is somewhat dubious. 

All the way we went, I had the shocking pro?? 
spect of our men- s mangled bodies, as we pass- 
ed through the wpo4§ to the river, I was not 

SQ 



Digitized by 



Googk 






ROBSKT OXVat. 61 

$o tkax^ noWy as vrheii I passed it first ; but 
so faint, for want of rictuals, that I could scarce 
stand upon my legs, having had no sustenance 
for three days together. Though my master ex* 
pressed some Uttle concern for me, yet he 
would not bait till he was past the river ; how- 
ever, he ordered his people to stop at the first 
commodious place, and make a Ere ; and now 
I was in hopes of some agreeable refreshment^ 
for some of his servants had carried beef on 
their backs for that purpose. Though they cut 
it into long pieces (Hke Tropes), with the hide^ 
and dressed, and eat it half roasted, according 
to their custom, and gave it to me in the same 
manner, yet I thought this contemptible food, 
and what a beggar in England would not have 
touched, the most delicious entertainment I 
ever met with. We rested here about an hour, 
when he, to whose care I was intrusted, made 
signs to know if I could walk ; and as I was a 
Etde refreshed, I got up, and travelled the re- 
mainder of the day, widi more ease than. I ex- 
pected, since they walked but slowly, as I per- 
ceived, on purpose to indulge me* 

At night we came to a wood, the place ap- 
pointed for our lodging, and there we met 
widi three or four men, whota my master had 
sent oxtt a foraging, and they brought in with 
tibem two bullocks, ooe of which my master 
sent to his brother, for die use of him and his 
people, and the oAer was killed for us ; for 
the army was now disbanded, and each party 
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was marching home with their respective 'c4li^ 
to their own habitations. Here my master 
came to me, and gave me a lance, intimating 
that I might cut out as much as I thought pro- 
per. I cut sibout a pound without any part of 
the hide, which he perceiving, imputed it to 
my ignorance, and so cut a slice with the hide, 
and dressed it for -me, which I eat with seem- 
ing thankfulness, not daring to refuse it. As 
soon as supper was over^ each man pulled up 
as much grass as was sufficient for himself to 
lie on; my guardian, however, provided e- 
nough for himself and me ; I then reposed my- 
self accordingly, and he lay by me ; but his 
black skin snielled so rank, that I was forced 
to turn my back on him all night long. I had 
very little rest, for the ghastly spectacle of my 
massacred friends was ever before me, and 
made me start from sleep as soon as I closed 
my eyes. 

At break of day we arose, and after a short 
•repast marched on till noon, when we baited 
among some shady trees, near a pond of wa- 
ter ; which very pond we had passed by three 
days before, or at least within two hundred 
yards of it, when we were dying with thirst, 
and the negroes told us there was no water 
neat us. ', . 

Whilst some employed themselves in kindr 
ling a fire, others were busy in digging up and 
down amongst the grass. I could not con- 
ceive what they were doing at first, but I soon 
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observed one of them puUiiig out of the ground 
a long white root, which I found was a yam^ 
having seen many of them at Bengal ; they 
soon furnished themselves with a sufficient 
quantity. I perceived they grew wild with^ 
out any cultivation : Some erf them were a yard 
long at least, and about six or seven inches in 
circumference ; dxey obliged me with son^ of 
theiti, which I roasted, and eat with a great 
deal of pleasure, instead of bread, with my 
beef : They are very agreeable to the taste, as 
well as wholesome food. 

We arrived tjiat evening at a small town, 
which we no sooner entered, but the women 
and children flocked round about me, pinched 
me, struck me on the back with their fists, 
and shewed several other tokens of their deri- 
sion and contempt, at which I could not for- 
bear weeping, as it was not in my power to 
express my resentment any other way j but 
when my guardian observed it, he came to my 
assistance and freed me from my persecutors. 
All the houses that were empty were taken up 
by my master, his brother, and other head 
men, so that my guardian and I lay exposed 
to the open air. The ill treatment I met with 
from the women and children, put a thousand 
distracting thoughts into my head ; some 
times I imagined, that I might be preserved 
alive for no other purpose bxjtto be carried to 
to the king and his son, who wodid, in all pro* 
bability, be fired with^ resentrmant ^at ouij late 
1 seizing 
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seizing of them^ and making them prisonei^ | 
then again I thought, that ta gratify their pIea-< 
sure and revenge, they would order me to be 
put to death betbre their faces, by slow de- 
crees, and the most exquisite torments. Such 
melancholy reflections as these so disordered 
me, that, when once, through weariness, I fell 
into a slumber, I had a dream which so ter-» 
rifled me, that I started upright, and trembled 
^very joint of me j in short, I could liot get 
one wmk of sleep all the night long. 

When it was broad daylight we marched 
homeward (for now I must call it so),, and in 
three or four hours time we arrived at a con- 
siderable town, with three or four tamarind 
trees before it. One of the negroes carried a 
large shell, which, when he blowed, sounded 
like a post-boy's horn. This brought the wo^ 
men to a spacious house in the middle of the 
town, about twelve feet high, which I soon 
percived was my master's. No sooner had he 
seated himself at the door, but his wife came 
out crav/ling on her hands and knees till she 
came to him, and then licked his feet ; and 
when she had thus testified her duty and re- 
spects, his mother paid him the like compljk 
ment ; and all the women in the town salutied 
their husbands in the same manner ; then, 
eich man went to his respective habitattion^ 
my master's brother only excelled, who, 
though he had a house, had no wife to receive 
him, and ^o he staid behind* 
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My unstress intimated: by her motionSy that 
&he would have'me go in and sit down. A 
great deal of serious discourse passed between 
my master and her ; and though I knew no- 
thing of what they said, yet, by her looking so 
earnestly at me whilst he was talking^ I conjee^ 
tured he was relating to her our tragical tale ; 
and I perceired that the tears frequently stood 
in her eyes* This conference over, she order*- 
ed some carravances to be boiled for our din- 
ner, a kind of pulse much like our gray peas ; 
she gave me some, but as they had been boil- 
ed in dirty water, I coidd not eat them. She 
perceiving I did liot like them, strained them 
off the water, and put some milk to them, and 
after that I made a tolerable meal of thenu 
She gave me not only a mat to lie down upon, 
but a piece of callico likewise, about two yards 
in length, to cover me* She intimated that 
she wanted to know my name, which I told 
her was Robin. Having received so much ci-* 
vility from my mistress^ I began to be much 
better S2U;isfied than I was at first, and then 
laid me dovf n^ and slept without any fear or 
concern about four hours, as near as I could 
guess by the sim^ When I waked, mj mistress 
^lled me by my name, and gave me some 
milk to drink. She talked for some consi-' 
dlerable time to me, but I could not imderstand 
01^ irord sh& said^ My master was all this 
tifpj^ wijth his brother at the door, regaling 
tjbieptiselvtt with toake# 
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When night came on, I perceived that I was 
to lie with them, for there was no othiar roonu 
My master and mistress lay in the middle^ 
and the whole house was not above fourteen 
feet in length, and twelve in bf eadth, so that 
I lay cross-wise, close to his feet. In this odd 
manner we lay three or foinr nights successively. 
At last he called me by my name several times, 
to know, I presume, whether I was awake or 
not ; but as I answered him whenever he call- 
ed, I imagined he would have been better pleas* 
ed if I had slept sound, and had not heard him 
at all, for the next evening he carried me to his 
atmt's house, where he told me I must lie for 
the future : There I remained both day and 
' tiight, and did little but walk out with her and 
her daughter to visit the plantations, which had 
been lately sown with Guinea com and potatoes. 
In the evening I used to visit my master and 
mistress ; and for supper I generally had milk, 
which was sometimes fresh and sometimes 
sour. They were not over fond of putting 
me to work, as I could do them but little 
service, being altogether a. stranger to what 
was said to me, and more especially, as he 
had above 200 slaves always ready to answer 
his occasions. 

My master, whose name was Dean Mevarroj 
was grandson to Pean Crindo, who was ab- 
solute lord of this country, and his wife was 
the daughter of a northern king, whom diey 
had conquered in battle, and she was one of 
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My master's captiveB. For this reason, I pre- 
Stlme it wasj that she took so much compas- 
sion upoli me, Considering herself a slave in a 
straiige conhtry, and only preferred to my 
mai$ter*s bed by cotirtesy* 

In a short time I began to reconcile myfeelf 
to their manner of eatings since no better pro- 
visiori, I found, was to be had, only I would 
strip off some of the hair from the hide of the 
beef, whenever I could do it without being 
observed. I used often to reflect on my bro* 
ther and sister's more agreeable manner of 
living at my father^s table, being conscious that 
even some beggai's in England fared nmch 
better than t did here^ However, as I found 
nobody lived better, I made myself as easy 
ks I could : I was now under no apprehen- 
sions of being killed, till an accident happened 
^oon ^ter, which put me into a vioknt panic 
for about an hour. My master, attended by 
several of his slaves, took me with him one 
evening into the woods ; I observed great pre-» 
parations made for killing and dressing a bul-» 
lock, or some ' such thing ; but there being 
fione to kill, and it being then dark, I per- 
ceived that they walked about with great ^^ir-" 
cumspection, talked softly, and testified all 
the symptoms of some secret design ; upon 
this the tears stood in cRy eyes, imagining 
that they intended to cut met Up and make a 
meal of me ; but my fright was soon over, 
^hen I saw vko slaves hauling along a bullock, 
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by rdpe fastened to his horns, and my master 
sticking his lance into^ his throat in order to 
dispatch him^ They immediately cut up his 
carcase, and dressed the entrails after their 
own manner. The booty was equally divid- 
ed ; and I observed that each man took care to 
hide his portion in some private place^ from 
•^henc^ he might convey it ai^ay by night* 
As soon as our business was over we parted^ 
some one way and some another, for fear of 
being tak^n notice of* I now plainly perceiv- 
led, that we were all this time plundering from 
our neighbours, I often wondered, indeed, 
that the aunt, with whom I lived, dressed 
meat so often in the night-titne, but this lui-' 
ravelled the mystery. This was not the only 
time I was forced to assist ill this clandestine 
practice. 

In about four months time I began to have 
some tolerable notion of their language : I 
knew the the names of most common things^ 
and could express myself so as to be under- 
stood. My master and mistress took me on^ 
day into the plantations, where the slaves 
were hoeing the weeds from the carravances 
that were just shooting up* They gave rae a 
hoe; but, as I had no inclination to work, I pre- 
tended to be very ignorant, and hoed up plants 
and weeds togeth*, at which they laughed 
heartily, and took away my hoe to prevent 
more mischief. 

This artifice, however, proved of but little 
1 service 
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iSfiTvice to me, for my master perGeiving that 
I either could not or would not work in the 
plantations, was determined to employ me 
some otl^r way, and about such business as I 
could not well do amiss. Accordingly, the 
next day, he showed me his cattle, and told 
me I must take care of them, drive them to 
water, and see that they did not break either 
into his own^ or any other neighbour's plan* 
tations« This business I liked much better 
than thp other, because there were three or 
four lads more of this town^ about my 
age, who had cattle to attend as well as my-^ 
self: What I disliked most was, that we had 
a very considerable way to drive them to water, 
and at night to drive them back again ; be- 
sides^ I was obliged to drag home a long 
tub, which hell about three gallons ; for all 
the water we used in the house was fetched 
from this catering place. Howeyer, we had 
no just cause of complaint, for we joined our 
herds together, and, in the heat of the day, 
when the cattle would Ue down in the shade, W9 
had three or four hours time to ramble through 
the woods, and gather yams, I had been thus 
long in the country, yet I never knew how 
they struck fire, till wanting to roast some of 
my yams, I asked my comrades where their 
fire was? They showed me their hands^ 
and laughing said, here it is ; but one of them 
soon informed me how to do it. He took one 
^hort round stick, about halt the length of a 
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g^^ ratanaer, and another cQxisixJec^bly thic^^ 
er, but botU of one sort of yrood^ an4 rtfubbei 
thie former upon xk^ Uftey till thwe eami^ ^ 
dust from it first, then a. sj»ol^, ao4 sopq 
after lire. 

We sqngtetimes traver8e4 the woods and stole 
people's, honey, and eat it just as we foinvi it^ 
When we could spare time, we used to loofe 
for a creature which I gall a grpund-Jiog, and 
which, in thdr l^guage, is palled tondr\icfc 
It k about tli^e size of a cat j sjaout, ey^, ai34 
ears ar? like ^ English hog'a j it has bristles 
on its back, but no tail ; ^he feet of it ape like 
1^ rabbit's. Its prinpipal food is bejetle^ and 
young snails, 'vy^hich they gru]? up with their 
^nouta ; They are very prolijfic,. and have abov« 
twenty young one^ at a litter, to all ^hich 
they give suck. In the cpld season of the 
year (for though there is np time which can 
properly be cabled winter, yet Mie part of 
the year is sensibly much cold^ than the 
other) these creatures hide themselves in the 
ground, in a n^ost surprising manner. They 
first dig a l^ole about two feet deep direictly in 
the earth, and after t|iat they work obliquely 
two or three feet one way, and as ipuch anpr 
ther,^ making angles. ^ though they throw the 
parth up with their fpre-feet, yet they make it 
^s firrt} with their hind-feet as if no passage 
had ever been made ; when they have worked 
in this manner for some time, they then work 
^slant upwards^ till they get within ha,lf a foot 
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of the.surface, diere they make x kistd of a 
lodgment, just big enough for diem to turn 
themselTes round in, where they He for four 
or £ve months succesaiYely, without any sus- 
tenance whatsoever j and what is still more 
strange, they are as fat at the expiration of 
that term as when they first went in. It is no 
small difficulty to catxii them, for when wf 
hive discovered some^marks of the place whertf 
Are imagine they begapi to burrow, we are of* 
tfcn disappointed in digging after diem ; they 
woit so artfully, that we know not which 
way to find out their secret recesses ; but we 
9pareno pains to take diem, for they are ex* 
cellent fiDod, and their skin, when dressed, is 
as brown and crisp as a pig's. Their hedge- 
hogs, too, are ^greeabte enough, but nothing 
near so delicious as their tondrucks : These 
.conceal themselves all the cold winter in holes 
<rf trees, wln^e they remain for some jjaontha, 
without any visible support. 

This employment of attending the cattle 
was agreeable to me, except in excessive hot 
weather, when it was a great fatigue to drive 
them several miles to water, at least every 
other day ; but, in the colder season, we had 
no occasion to observe that practice, for the 
dew falls so plentifully in the night, that we 
find it sufficient to drive them into the grass 
about break of day ; and even the inhabitants 
of this part of the country of Anterndroea, 
who have no water near thepi, go into the 
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fiekk In a. morning, with two wooden pdattera 
and a tub, and in les? than an honr, will collect 
about eight or ten gallons of dew«^water, whidi 
is very good while fresh, but will turn sour in 
a day or two, and xiisagreeable to die taste; 

I had not followed dbis employment above a 
year, when my master went to war, or rather 
(as I understood afterwards) to plunder a people 
to the westward, whom they pursued with the 
most implacable liatred, they having surpmeci 
Dean Cirindo's father in his awn town by night, 
and murdered him in a most barbarous manner. 

My master informed me, that I mr^t lock 
after the cattle no more, for he was going to 
war, and had other business forme, of much 
greater importance. I ofiereA my ; service to 
wait on him, but he answered, we shall travel 
night and day, it is a long and tedious jourr 
ney, and you cannot, I believe, be able to im- 
.dergo the fatigue ; but your prinq|pal bnsmess 
must be to look after my wife, and act as her 
guardian. He gave me a strict charge to lie in 
the same house with her, and never tx> let her 
jstir out without me. After he had given her 
instructions to the same effect, he took his 
leave, and, accompanied by most of his peo{de, 
went on his intpiided expedition. 

I now lived at perfect ease, and my mistress 
was very kind and indulgent to me. I went 
abroad wherever she went, partook of every 
thing she had for herself, and lay in the same 
house witji her, both of us strictly observing our 
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masterV orders ; neidi^r could I p^teeire dut 
i»r compliance therewidi was anywise repug* 
iunt to her inclinations. I was not, it is true, 
so ab^utely easy myself for the thoughts 
of my friends and native country, and the im- 
probability of ever seeing them again, made 
me very melancholy, and dejected me to that 
degree, that sometimes I could not forbear in- 
4ulging my grief in private, and bursting out 
. into a flood of tears. 

My mistress would frequently ask me, whe- 
ther I was indisposed, or wanted any thing ? 
I could not prevail on myself to reveal tibe 
r^ cause of my anxiety ; however, one day I 
took the liberty to tell her, I should be very 
glad of an opportunity to see the other three 
lads, whose lives were preserved, and who 
were taken prisoners when I was : She de« 
isired me not to afflict myself on that ac-* 
count, for «he would go with me, and shoidd 
be highly delighted to hear us converse to- 
gether in our own language. Accordingly, she 
made inquiry amongst her neirrhbours where 
they were, who informed us that they were at 
some distance from one another, but that the 
nearest was to be met with about four or five 
miles off; so the next morning we set out, and 
inquired for the white boy. We were told, 
that he was gone to carry his fellow servants 
some provisions to the plantation ; but as soon 
as a messenger was sent to him, he returned 
immediately^ bdjig as desirous of seeing me 
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in particular, as I was. of seeing him ; we em- 
braced each other in a very passionate manned 
at first, rather in tears than words» We had 
been irery intimate 4>n shipboard, and I used to 
treat him frequently with punch, being delight-* 
ed with his company, as he had a taste for 
music, and could play extremely well on the 
violin : We condoled with each other, and ob- 
served, how wretchedly we looked all naked, 
except a small clout about our middle, and 
our skins spotted like a leopard's, for neither 
of us being ever before so exposed to the sun, 
we were scorched, and flayed as it were, and 
our skins often rose up in Uisters. After our 
mutual condolence, we came to an agreement, 
that if either of us got safe to England, we 
would give the others fiiends a particular ac^ 
count of all our misfortunes. We inquired at 
each other after our other comrades, but were 
equally strangers to their particular places of 
abode. My mistress seemed very attentive to 
our discourse, and shewed a compassionate re- 
gard for our afflictions ; but, with great reluct- 
ance, and many a tear, we were obliged at last 
to part. 

We had not been at home above two hours, 
before an express arrived from my master, with 
news of his success, and that he would be at 
home in a fortnight. My mistress, and all the 
women who had husbands abroad, e:S:pressed 
their general joy in large bowls of toake. In 
the mean time, I was very much indisposed, 

but 
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Vut toleraUy v^U te^rimd before mymiuiMr^s 

, He ui^de ki? public qntry in a very triumph* 
not manixer :. The tfump^t ahella blo^nuig, and 
crowds oC people dancing befote him all the 
way, with tjieir guns in their handa. On hi$ 
first approach, th? foremost men fired their 
guns towards the ground^ which, with them, is 
the signal of a victorious return. Dean Me^ 
varrow, and his brother Dean Sambo, came 
lifter them with their attendants^ next foUow- 
ed the cattle which he had t^en from the ene- 
my, and the prisoners of war brought up the 
jp^ar- After they were seated in form befwe 
pay master, Dean Mevarrow's house, not only 
hii consort, attended by the other women of 
the tQwn, came as usual, and licked his feet, 
but the men too, whom he left behind him 
when he went to war, 

I stood aU this time as a spectator, till hei, 
seeing ix^e at a distance, called me to him. I 
approached him in the usual form of the coim- 
try, on such a public occasion, that is, with my 
hands lifted up^ and in a praying posture: 
When I came near him, I paid him the com- 
pliment of Salamonger Umba ; but did nc^ 
fcneel down as all the others did, having a con- 
scientious reluctance to such an act, as think- 
it an adoration that I ought to pay to no one 
but the Supreme Being : But he seemed to re- 
sent my being so over religious, for he asked 
fne, if I thought it beneath me to pay. him the 
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same respect that his own wife,(who was a king's 
daughter), and his own mother too, so readi- 
ly condescended to ? However, I peremptori*- 
ly refused, and told him, I would obey all his 
lawful commands, and do whatever work he 
thought proper to employ me in, but diis act 
of divine homage, I could never comply with. 
On this he fell into a violent passion, up^ 
braided me with being ungrateflil, and insen- 
sible of his saving me from being killed aniong 
my countrymen, and urged, moreover, that I 
was his slave, &c. ; but notwithstanding all 
this, I still continued resolute and firm to my 
purpose : Whereupon he arose from his seat, 
and with his lance, made a stroke at me with 
all his might ; but his brother, by a sudden 
push on one side, prevented the mischief he 
intended. He was going to repeat his blow, 
but his brother interposed, and entreated him to 
excuse me ; but he absolutely, and in the warm- 
est terms, refused to forgive me, unless I would 
lick his feet. His brodier begged he would 
give him a little time to talk with me in pri- 
vate, which he did ; and after he had told me 
the danger of not doing it, and that in sub- 
mitting to it, I did no more than what many 
great princes were obliged to do, when taken 
prisoners : I found, at length, it was prudence 
to comply, so I went in, asked pardon, and 
performed the ceremony as others had done 
before me. He told me he readily forgave me, 
but would make me sensible I was a slave. 

I 
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I did not nlueh regard his menaces, fof , as I 
had no prospect of ever returning to England, 
I set but little value on my life. The next 
day I incurred his displeasure again, and never 
expected to escape from feeling the weight of 
his resentment. 

My master then performed the ceremony of 
thanksgiving to God, for his happy deliver- 
ance from all the hazards of war, and for the 
success of his arms ; which is performed after 
the following manner : The inhabitants have 
in all their houses a small portable utensil, 
which is devoted to religious uses, and is a kind 
of houshold altar, which they call the Owlet/. 
It is made of a peculiar wood, in small pieces, 
neatly joined, and making almost the form of 
an half-moon with the horns downwards, be- 
tween which are placed two alligators' teeth j 
this is adorned with various kinds of beads, 
and such a sash fastened to it behind, as a man 
ties about his waist when he goes to war. [I 
shall not here pretend to give an exact account 
of their religious worship, for I had not been 
long enough in the country to be a perfect 
master of the true meaning of what they either 
did or said.] However, I observed that they 
brought two forks from the woods, and fixed 
them in the ground, on which was laid a beam, 
slender at each end, and about six feet long, 
with two or three pegs in it ; and ^ipon this 
they hung the owley. Behind it was a long pole, 
to which a bullock was fastened with a cord. 

They 
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They liad a patt foil *dF live cttal^ ow wKich 
they threw an aromatic gum, and planted it 
tinder the owley. Then they took a small 
quantity of hair from the tail, chin, and eye- 
brows of the ox, Mid jmt them on the owley j 
then Dean Mevarrow, my master, used some 
JMtrticular gestures, with a large knife in his 
hand ; and made a formal prayer, in which the 
people joined. In the next place, they threw 
the ox on the ground, with his legs tied fast 
together, and tlie dean cut his throat ; for, as 
there are no priests amongst them, the chief 
man, whether of the country^ town, or family^ 
performs all divine offices himself. As soon 
as the people were all seated on mats, in a cir- 
cular form, my master ordered toe to sit down 
too, and say as the people said, which I abso- 
lutely refused. However^ he pursued his de- 
votion ; and when the service was over, took 
the owley in one hand, and his lance in the 
other, and came directly to me, asking me, with 
a frown, which I rather chose, whether to assist 
in their solemn and public thanksgiving, or to 
fall a sacrifice to his just resentment ? At first 
I was startled, but as I thought this sort of 
worship to be downright idolatry, and that they 
paid their adorations to the owley, I resolutely 
told him, that I would sooner die than pay di- 
vine homage to any false deity whatsoever. 
Upon this, as soon as he had put the owley iti 
its place, he came tft tne again, and taking me 
by the hand, was determined to lead me out of 
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die t6vm^ and |dll me 5 hut his brodaei', aiid all 
the people rouod about him pleaded for me, 
and used their utmost eudeavours to persuade 
hiin against «o rash aa action, but to no pur- 
pose, oil his broths* at last, very warmly told 
him^ he would that minute depart, and see his 
face no more, if he oflfered to be guilty of such 
an act of inhumanity ; smd rose up to be gone 
accordingly. When my master saw his bro* 
ther was going in good earnest, he called him 
back, anjd promised to Spare my life j but as*- 
suied him he would punish me very severely 
fox my contempt of his orders. Dean Sambo 
told him he should submit that to his own disf- 
pretion ;: all he begged of him was not to kill 
me. Upon this,, by a Mcret sign, he advised 
me to kneel down and lick his feet, which I 
readily complied with, and asked his pardon. 
When I got up, I kneeled down to Dean Sam* 
|x) of my own accord, aod licked his feet, as a 
testimony of my gratitudSe and respect, for thus 
paving my life a second time. 

As soon as this storm was blown over, I was 
remanded to my former pc^t of cow-fceeper. I 
had a great deal of trouble sometimes with 
these cattle, for they^aie very uairuly ; and not* 
.withstanding they are larger beasts, than any I 
ever saw elsewhere of the, kind, they are so 
nimble, that they will leap over high fences 
like a grayhound* They have an excrescence 
between dieir shoulders, somewhat like that of 
camels, all fat and flesh, some, of which will 
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Weigh about three or fourscore pbtfnds. Thif 
are also beautifully coloured ; some are streak^ 
ed like a tyger, others, like a leopard, are mark-^ 
ed with various spots. Tliey do not give so 
much milk as our cows in England, nor will 
thev ever suffer themselves to be milked till 
their calves have £rst sucked; so that they 
keep one calf for every cow all the year, or till 
the cow is pregnant again, and they seldom 
miss a season. Here are also some sheep with 
large heavy tails, like Turkish sheep ; they are 
not woolly as ours, but more like a goat*8« 
Here are also a small ntimber of goats, like 
those in other countries. They bring up no 
hogs, though there are enough in the country^ 
for they are so mischievous to the plantations, 
that we were forced to set traps to catch them ; 
but in this country of Antemdroea, nobody 
eats them, dxcept the very refuse of the people* 

Whilst I was peaceably tending my cattle^ 
and all things ^emed perfectly quiet and easy^ 
the scene of our affidrs was changed at once^ 
by some sudden news, and my master was 
summoned to war in good earnest* 

It is a coxxmion practice for parties to stroll 
out, and surprise their enemies by night, when 
least they expect them. On these expe<Utions. 
it is customary for every man to carry a piec* 
of meat in his hand,, and when they have en- 
tered a town in the dead of night, they throw 
the meat to the dogs, in order to prevent their 
barking. When they are all got in, one fires 
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it mxisket; but makes no other nois6 ; the in- 
habitants thereupon being alarmed^ ai^d hasti- 
ly creeping out of the doprs of their low huts, 
in a stooping posture^ are stabbed with lances* 
As to the women and children, they take them 
captive, and drive away with them all the 
cattle they iqan find^ set the town on fire, and 
return home by private unpractised ways. In 
this manner did my master, his brother, and 
some others belonging to Dean Crindo, ^enter 
several of the king of Mefaughla's remote and 
defenceless towns j whereupon, in order to re- 
taliate the indignity otfered him^ the injured 
king mustered up an army of three thousand 
men^ and entered Anterndroea, with a firm re- 
solution either to fight the dean in the field, or 
attack him in his own town, called Fenno-are- 
vo, and by fire to lay it level with the ground* 
Accordingly, he sent a messenger to Dean Crin- 
do, to tell him that he should soon feel the 
weight of his just resentment* To which he 
answered, he would not stir out of the town^ 
but wait for him there j and defied him to put 
his purpose in execution* 

Dean Crindo, therefore^ summoned all his 
people to his assistance, and to be ready at hand 
in Fenno-^arevo, or the adjacent villages. He 
Kad four sons, who were chiefs of towns, be- 
sides nephews and grandson^u His sons were^ 
Dean Mundumber, Dean Frukey^ Dean. Tro^ 
daughe, and Dean Chaharyj but Dean Chaha- 
ry was unfortunately gone, wiui 500 able men^ 
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to traffic into Feraignher, which is Augustine- 
bay country. 

It is a constant custom amongst them in 
time of war, to conceal their wives, children, 
and cattle in remote and secret places in the 
woods, that the enemy, when they plunder the 
country, may not be able to find them ; but 
the women and children are never with the 
cattle, lest their bellowing should discover 
them. The women, for the most part, secure 
themselves by trailing a bough after them as 
they go to their recess, which prevents their 
track from being followed^ Thus did my mas-* 
ter and his people secure theif<$v'ives, children^ 
and cattle : I was left with the lat|:er ; for that 
reason am incapable of giving an exl^ct account 
of this war, knowing no more of it ttxan what 
was told me at their return, which, in general, 
was to the following eflfect. 

That Deaii Woozington, the king, aii| 
^on Chemermaundy, with Ry-Opheck, h: 
. phew, a gallant man, who conlmanded 
my of Merfaughla, entered the country 
Out the least oppositioaa ; for Dean Crindo Itav 
ing received his menacing message, took caffe, 
in the first place, to secure the families a: 
cattle belonging to his people^ and then dre 
up all his armed mten in the town, resolving Ap 
wait for his coming ; but Dean Mundumbe 
Fnrij:ey, and the younger chiefs, had not pa^ 
tience to hear of his passing without resistance^ 
so they prevailed on the king, though against! 
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nis will, to let them go out with 2000 men, and 
obstruct his march. Dean Crindo^ however, 
was resolute^ and would not stir out of the 
town* This army was commanded in chief 
by Dean Mundumber and Frukey ; who be-* 
hared themselves with great- courage and con- 
duct, first sending word to Dean Woozington^ 
that they were come by their father's com- 
mand to give him a suitable reception into 
theif country, and hoped he would not fail to 
meet them. To which he answered, he would 
most assuredly pay them a visit, and make 
himself welcome ; and was as good as his word; 
They joined battle, and Mundumbei' was oblig- 
ed to retire ; which he did in good order, after 
a sharp and obstinate fight, in whi<!h Deaii 
Woozington's son was dangerously wounded; 
Dean Mundumber returned to his father with 
800 men, and used his utmost endeavours to 
prevail on him to go out with his forces, and 
give Dean Woozington battle j bu^ the old king 
persisted in his first resolution. So Mundum- 
ber continued at home with hirtt, and fdf tified 
the town as well as the time would admit. 

After this, Dean Frukey and Trodaughe mad^ 
themselves masters of a pass between two hills^ 
and cut down several large trees todefend them} 
by which means they entirely sftopped D^an 
Woozington's progress, notwithstanding he at-* 
tacked them in the most vigorous toanner, arid 
was as gallantly repulsed ; at kst Ry-Opheck^ 
by the direction of a man wlxO Was Well ac-* 

F 2 qiLainted 



Digitized by 



Google 



84 ADVENTURES OF 

quainted with the country, got behind them ; 
and Dean Woozington, at the same time, with 
Ry-Opheck, charged them again, Frukey, 
however, and his brethren, were obliged to re- 
tire, which they did with great resolution, even 
through Ry-Opheck*s party. In this action, 
Ry-Opheck, who was always in the hottest 
place, with much difficulty escaped, 
. Though Dean Woozington at last arrived at 
Tenno-arevo, and attacked it in a vigorous man- 
ner; yet he was as bravely repulsed. Dean 
Crindo and his sons resisting till they were 
overpowered; and when their enemies got 
within the town, they even disputed every inch 
of ground, till Dean Crindo himself was oblig- 
ed to cut down several trees, • which are their 
walls, to make a way for their escape. He so 
much depended on his own courage and con- 
duct, that he kept his wife and daughter in his 
own houses notwithstanding all the other wo^ 
men and children were sent away long before; 
these xmhappily fell into the hands of Dean 
Woozington, and were made his captives. The 
town was reduced to ashes, as soon as they had 
plundered it of such trifles as their treasures 
consist in^ the principal of which are beads ; 
these they often conceal in holes, so thit there 
18 nothing to be got but iron shovels, hoes^ 
earthen and wooden dishes, spoons, &c. ; some 
f attle, indeed, they found, which were brought 
into the town for their necessary subsistence 
during the siege j and in such cases, these 
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catde live well enough upon the thatches of 
their houses. They had 'also filled a great 
many tubs with waten 

Dean Crindo was inconsolable for the loss 
of his wife and daughter, and like a distracted 
man, when his sons told him, if he would 
now join them, as he should have done at first, 
they were yet able to deal with Dean Woozing- 
ton. And accordingly they mustered all their 
forces into one army,, and made a number 
equal to their enemies. Dean Woozington 
having no intelligence of this, was detaching 
a thousand men to plunder die country, and 
bring in all the women, children, and cattle 
they could find, which is their constant prac- 
tice after a complete victory. Just at this 
juncture Dean Crindo appeared with his potent 
army, and sent messengers to acquaint him, 
that he must either deliver up the queen and 
princess, with the other people and cattle he 
was possessed of, or immediately decanip and 
give them battle. Dean Woozington, in an- 
swer thereto, assured him that he had no 
thoughts of detaining his wife and daughter, 
neidfc^er did he come for slaves or cattle, he 
having plenty of both ; but since Dean Crindo 
had sent him a challenge, boasting of his su- 
perior strength, and bidding defiance to all the 
kings on the island, on acccount of the num- 
ber of white men that were his friends, 
he came to see them ; but as he could find 
none, he hoped that the proud Dean Crindo 
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jvas sufficiently mortified, so he was r^ady tq 
send him his wife and daughter again ; but ag 
to the few slaves and cattle which he had takeUt 
Ju$ people should detain them, to make themr 
selves some compensatipn fdr the robben^ 
Twrhich Mevarrow and $ome others had com-^ 
piitted in his coimtry. 

At last a peace was concluded, and sworn to, 
\>Y the generals on t)oth sides, with the usual 
formality of killing an ox, and eating a piece 
of the liver from off the point of a lance, each 
general wishing, at the same time, that who? 
j^ver first f^red a gun might die upon the spot, 
/The ceremony being over, pubUc rejoicings 
were made on both sides ; Dean WoozingtoQ 
returned into his own country, and Deaii 
Crindo to rebuild his shattered town, whicli 
was finished with the utmosit expedition, au4 
all his chiefs with their pepple repaired to their 
respective homes. 

As soon as we were well settled again, three 
boys, who belonged to some principal men of 
our town, and myself, were sent some miles 
pff with about 200 head of cattle, to look after 
them and provide for ourselves. There wercf 
not above five or six of them, however, which 
gave milk, so that we were at short allo^^ance : 
if we expected any other diet, we must search 
for it in the woods, and get it where and when 
we could find it. My mistress furnished met 
with an earthen pot to warm my milk in, a 
calabash to drink out of, and a mat to lie 
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VLipoTU My master gave me an hatchet to make 
fences with, and a laAce to fight with, if any 
body came to steal my cattle : He also gave 
me a new clout, to wear after their country 
fashion, my old one being worn out; the 
coounon people seldom wear one broader thaa 
a napkin ; they call it a lamber, and so shall I 
for the future; the name of a-se-clout (by which 
our English seamen distinguish it, by way of 
derision) being too vulgar an expression. 

We drove our cattle to the proposed place, 
and the first thing we employed ourselves a- 
bout was the erection of an house, which we 
completed in about a day and an half. We 
finished our cow-pen next, and made a small 
one for the calves, to keep them from sucking 
while we milked the cows. Our house, how- 
ever, was but a poor little hut, and but badly 
thatched; and it being the rainy season (which 
is their winter, and sometimes very cold), we 
had but a very indifferent lodging. We kept, 
indeed, a fire, and happy was he who coidd 
lie nearest it, for we had no other covering 
than our lambers, which we pulled off to lay 
over us. Now I began to feel the weight of 
my slavery, being almost famished j for all 
the food we could get was a small fowl now 
and then, which creeps upon the ground, and 
which we catched in traps. 

We lived in this melancholy situation al- 
most three months, but at last we formed a 
project for killing one of oxu* master's beastSj 
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and dressing it in private. A great inaujr 
schemes were offered, till at length I proposed 
one, which wais unanimously agi'eed to, n^me^ 
ly, to kill a cow, by stabbing her in the side 
with a sharp pointed stick, and make the hora 
of another cow, which belonged to the same 
man, all over bloody, that he jnight imagine 
the misfortune came by goring. But then a 
debate arose whose beast should be killed, for 
every one was unwilling that his master should 
be the sufferer, ^ However, I soon determined 
that point, by drawing lots with four sticks 
ishorter than each other ; and I so contrived it, 
that I kejpt the longest in my hand, and by 
that means secured my master' s. 

When the job was done, away ran the boy 
to inform his master that one heifer had killed 
another ; he and his family came immediately 
upon the news, and finding a cow with a 
bloody horn, they all concluded it was done 
by her. Though the master was sadly net- 
tled at the disaster, yet he soon cut up the 
dead beast, and gare us a good large piece of 
it, besides the legs and the entrails, and then 
went home again. Thus far our schetae suc- 
ceeded to our wish, but our principal aim was, 
under colour of having meat given us by 
bur masters, to dispatch another heifer pri- 
vately, and if any person happened to see us, 
(as we were not far from strangers, though 
we were from our own homes) and ask how 
^e came by our beef, we cq]xld say opir mas^ 
''''■"■■• ''■'•■. ters 
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ters gaVe it us. But success made us too bold, 
for one day having killed a beast that had 
strayed from some other people amongst ours, 
our masters came to see their cattle, which 
they found in the cow-pens, but finding none 
of us near them, they began to suspect us : 
.Whereupon they divided themselves, and made 
a more narrow inquiry ; one of them heard a 
noise in the wood like the felling of trees, 
where we were very busy ; and following the 
sound, they soon smelt roasted meat : In short, 
pur masters surprised us, and came at once 
amongst us with their guns cocked, crying 
out, Vonne terach com boar, which in English 
is. Kill the sons of bitches. 

The reader may imagine we were frightened 
to the last degree, and expected nothing but 
immediate death j and, indeed, it proved al- 
most fatal to die other three. They asked us 
whose beast it was ? We answered, a strange 
one. They told us, however, that the crinie 
was the same ; for if we had practised the art 
of killing cattle privately, they were sensible 
that theirs must some time or other be our 
prey, when no others oflFered, and, for that rea- 
son, were resolved to punish us with the ut- 
most severity. Hereupon each of my com- 
rades' masters took his slave, and in an instant 
castrated him. I, not relishing that sort of 
punishment, fell- down at my master's feet,, 
and endeavoured all I could to convince l^im 
that I had been peculiarly careful of his cattle ; 
' and 



Digitized by 



Googk 



90 ADVENTURES Of 

and told him, moreover, that I woidd stand 
the chance of being killed, by submitting my- 
self to be shot at, provided he stood at any 
reasonable distance, or run any other hazard 
he should think fit, rather than be deprived of 
my manhood. My proposition was accepted, 
aiui accordingly he took me out of the wood, 
and tied my arms behind me, round a tree, 
and placed himself at about fourscore yards, 
then seeming to take good aim at me, fired, 
but missed me : Whether he did it on purpose 
I cannot say, but I presume he did, imagining 
the terror was sufiicient, having seen how se- 
verely the others were punished. They went 
away, and told us, if ever they foimd us at 
such pranks again, nothing should save us 
from immediate death. 

They were no sooner gone from us, but I 
began to reflect on the injustice of our masters, 
who, though they had cattle of their own, 
would frequently oblige us to go with them 
on their theivish expeditions, and yet so se- 
verely punish us for one poor crime to satisfy 
our craving appetites. However, after aU, I 
was, forced to be doctor to my poor comrades 
in distress, for their masters took no care of 
them ; so I warmed some water, and washed 
off the blood, and dressed their wounds : I 
was also forced, while we remained there, to 
look after all the cattle, and milk them too ; 
for they were not perfectly recovered, when 
orders were brought us to return with our 
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cattle. As my poor eonu^des coidd scarce 
walk, I made the messenger who came tp us, 
assist me in driving the cattle home. 

When I came home, I was soon informed 
that Dean TuleyrNoro, King of Antenosa, had 
given my master all this trouble, by marching 
his people into Anterndroea, and demanding 
satisfaction of Dean Crindo for the murder of 
the white men. Now, though this was two 
years and a half before, (for so long I had been 
in the country), yet I soon heard that Captain 
Drummond, Captain Steward, Mr Bembo, and 
the rest, who escaped the night before the 
massacre^ were with him ; and that there had 
not been, during all that time, a ship at Port- 
Pauphine for them to return in, but thkt, not> 
withstanding, they lived free, and entirely at 
their own disposal This Dean Tuley-Noro 
was King Samuel, whom 1 mentioned before, 
and whose dominions were on the other side 
of the river Manderra. 

As soon as I got home, I was taken from the 
cattle, and two men were ordered to guard me, 
and see that I did not run away to King 
SamueL The next day, we heard the Antenosa 
people were within ten miles of our town, 
which put them all into a great hurry and con- 
fusion : The cattle were sent one way, and 
the women and children another ; poor Robin, 
their white slave, was along with them, but had 
his hands tied behind him. I had not been long 
there, before a messenger came to my mistress. 
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in great haste, widi order to send me to my 
master in the camp, for the white men were 
to purchase me, and proposed to give two buc- 
caneer guns as a valuable consideration. My 
mistress was loth to part with me ; I dissembled 
as much as I could, and shewed a seeming re- 
luctance at parting, since I had been so long 
amongst them, though, at the same time, I 
8&*uggled hard to conceal my joy. I kneeled 
down and licked her feet, thanking her for all 
her favours, and away I went with the mes- 
senger, in great hopes now, of seeing some of 
my countrymen again, and getting a passage 
to England. But see how fortune tantalized 
me ! It was 20 miles or thereabouts to the 
camp where my master was, and it might be 
somewhat after midnight when we atrived 
there : My master set a watch over me the re- 
maining part of the night, and made me swear 
I would nqver discover the hiding places of 
* their wives and cattle, which I readily com- 
plied with. 

The next morning King Samuel sent to know 
if I was to come, and desired they would per- 
mit an hundred men to be sent down with me, 
between rfie two camps, and he would send the 
like number to meet them, with the two buc- 
caneer guns. This being agreed to. Dean 
Cvindo ordered my master to go with the 
party ; and King Samuel seeing them approach, 
gave directions for his men to meet them ; 
among whom, were Captain Drummond and 
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the rest c£ the white men. When we came 
near one another. Captain Drummond, being 
glad to see me, called me by my name, and 
asked me how I did* My master, thereupon, 
clapped his hand upon my mouth, and vowed, 
if I offered to speak, he would kill me, so that 
I durst not return any answer. Captain Drum- 
mond finding I made no reply, imagined, as I 
suppose, that I could not hear, whereupon he, 
and the white men came nearer. My master, 
on their approach, thought they came to take 
me by force, and cheat them of the two gims ; 
upon this, he ordered his men to fire at them : 
So, that instead of a parley, and an exchange 
of me for the two guns, a skirmish ensued, 
and both armies advanced to support each 
others party. I was immediately sent away, 
under a strong guard, to the woods, where I 
parted with my mistress the night before ; so 
that this pleasing prospect of deliverance, was 
nothing more than a short transitory dream 
of liberty, which immediately vanished, and 
made me only feel the weight of slavery much 
more sensibly than before. Which way I re- 
turned back, I cannot tell, but sure I am, I was 
in such a disorder of mind, as a condemned cri- 
minal is when going to execution : In a few 
hours, however, I found myself in my former 
station j my legs in parra-pingo, (a fastening 
almost like fetters), for fear I should run away : 
My old companions stood roiind about me, and 
my mistress and the women were glad to see me 
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again, but I was in too melancholy a mood to 
return them any compliments, nor could they 
extract from me any thing but tears and ex- 
clamations at my hard fortune. I wished for 
death, and was very near being gratified in my 
desire two days after. 

The next day, news came that Dean Tuley- 
Noro was returning back to his own country, 
he being, (as they said), obliged to retire by 
DesLti Crindo, though the Antenosa army was 
twice their number. We were also ordered to 
return home, and I was released from parra- 
pingo, and set at liberty, my guard being also 
discharged. 

The following day came Dean Mevarrow, 
Dean Sambo, and their little army, entering 
the town with great pomp and grandeur, as if 
they had gained some extraordinary victory, 
though I heard of nothing but a little bush- 
fighting and ambuscades. The Dean, however, 
sat himself down, with his brother, the other 
chiefs, and the rest, in the usual form, before his 
house. My mistress, according to custom, crept 
out to lick her hero's feet ; when she had done^ 
the rest of the women performed the same cere-- 
mony, and after them the slaves, among whom 
I was one. As I Was getting up to depart, he 
ordiered nae to stay ; I stood some time to hear 
him tell his wife, how like a coward Dean 
Tuley-Noro behaved himself, though he had 
twice their number of men. After he had told 
his tale, he turned his head, and, with an angry 
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corocLtenance, asked me what the white men 
s^d when they called me ? Sir, said I, they 
only asked me how I did. And nothing else, 
said he. I replied, no, Sir. At this he rose 
up in a rage, cocked his gun, and put the 
muzzle to my breast, saying, if I did not tell 
him the truth, he would shoot me that mo- 
ment. I was not much daimted, as I had little 
or no regard for life, in my then melancholy 
humour ; so, with little concern, I repeated 
what I said. At this, he pulled the trigger, 
but Providence being pleased to preserve me 
for some other purpose, the cock snapped and 
missed fire. Whether the priming was wet in 
the pan, or by what other miracle it was, I 
escaped his fury, I cannot say ; but that not 
succeeding to his wish, he took his lance to 
stab me, when his brother, and the rest of his 
chief men, ran in between us, and told him, it 
was cruel and inhuman, and that he had better 
have killed me at first, than saved me only tor 
terrify me with death, on every slight occa- 
sion, there being no reason at all for such 
severe treatment. With much persuasion he 
returned to his seat, and told them, there were 
just grounds to suspect the white men had 
formed a design to commit some treacher- 
ous action, since they came nearer than they 
ought to have doner And, indeed, their fears 
proceeded from a natural dread diey have of 
white men, ten of whom will drive fifty black 
men before them.^ Besides, Captain Dmm- 
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mond and the rest^ being completely armed^ 
with pistols in their girdles, was an additional 
terror to them. What was the true reason of 
King Samuel's retiring, I know not j but when 
this broil was over, . my curiosity led me to 
understand the whole affair ; which was thus 
related to me : 

King Samuel's intention was to have march- 
ed directly to Fenno-arevo, and fall upon Dean 
Crindo before he could be provided for him. 
His way lay over a large plain, called Ambovo^ 
leading to a great wood, through which they 
must also pass. Dean Crindo having more 
timely notice than they expected, laid an am- 
buscade in the wood. King Samuel being lame 
of the gout, was carried on men's shoulders j 
they suffered him, and great part of his army 
to enter the wood, and then gave the signal j 
Whereupon Dean Crindo's men arose, and at- 
tacked them so vigorously, and with so much 
advantage, (knowing the wood, which the others 
did not), that King Samuel himself was in dan- 
ger of being taken, but was gallantly defend- 
ed by the white men, and others of his bravest 
people. They were obliged, however, to retire 
into the plain, where they encamped, as did 
Dean Crindo's people close by the wood side^ 
and even in it ; by that means securing them- 
selves from the superior number of the An- 
tenosa army, which, as they were informed^ 
consisted of 6000 men. Here they came to a 
parley ; King Samuel sent o^e of his chiefs to 
1 accjuaint 
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acquaint Dean Crindo, that he had no* inten- 
tion to deprive him either of his cattle or his 
slaves, but^' that as he had been brought up 
among white men, all such were his friends^ 
and he looked on himself obliged, in duty and 
hoAOur, to demand some satisfaction of Dean 
Crindo, for the white men he had so inhuman- 
ly sacrificed to his resentmetit ; and if there 
were any yet alive, he desired to have them, 
in order to send them to their native country. 
Dean Crindo gave good attention to the mes-» 
seiiger, and then returned an answer to tliis 
eflPect ; that he wondered Dean Tuley-Noro 
should concern himself with other people's af- 
fairs J that as to the white men who were ship- 
wrecfcedon his coast, he looked upon it^ that 
the great God had sent them there for his as-j 
sistance ; and that, as he had a potent enemy^ 
and was conscious of the white men's courage, 
as well as superior skill in war, he should not 
slight the help his gods had sent him. Ac- 
cordingly^ he treated them with the utmost ci-^ 
vility as friends, and maintained them in as 
handsome a manner as his country would af- 
ford; they Wanting for nothing he could pro- 
cure them : And after all^ though they had in 
so violent a manner seized him and Prince 
Murnaiizack, and made them prisoners, he 
would condescend so far to Tuley-Noro to>in- 
form him (though under no obligations to give 
him an account of his actions, or frame any 
excuses), that neither he, nor Prince Mur- 
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Banzack were present, or anywise aiding or 
abetting in their deaths ; but that action was 
done by some of his sons and nephews, to re- 
venge the indignity offered to himself and 
Prince MurnanzacL And to convince him, 
he did not tell him this as a plea, ^rongh a 
mean spirited fear ; since his sons thought fit 
to do it, he would justify and defend them in 
it, and thought they did the white men justice. 
That he knows but of one that was living out 
of four boys, who were saved at that time, 
whom, by inquiry, he finds to be in Dean Me- 
varrow's hands ; as to the ot^er three, one died 
by sickness ; the second was killed by his mas- 
ter, for his obstinacy and perverseness ; and the 
the third ran away, or was lost, for nobody 
knew what was becoine of him : And as to him 
who was living, he should not have him, with- 
out paying such a ransom as his master re- 
quired. 

Now, by several circumstances, I am apt to 
imagine that this answer might seem highly 
reasonable to King Samuel ; and that, in my 
opinion, prevailed more on him to return to 
Antenosa, than all the force my master boast- 
ed of ; or than all that Crindo's army was cap- 
able of performing. 

They told me, however, that King Samuel, 
in his answer hereto, excused the violence the 
white men offered to Dean Crindo, by assert- 
ing, that they did it only to secure their liber- 
ty J that they did not, nor ever intended to hurt 
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or iiijur^ him : Heywever, as there WSS no rais- 
ing the dead to life, if he would send six hun« 
dred head of cattle, it should be deemed a suf- 
ficient compentotion : As for me, he was ready 
emd willing to, purchase me ; and desired to 
know what diey demanded for my redemp- 
tion. Dean Grindo sent word, that with re- 
spect to me^ vthey insisted on two buccaneer 
gUns ; but as to his demand of six hundred 
head of cattle, he was not to have laws, or any 
arbitralry commands imposed on him by any 
king whomsoever : That if they wanted provi- 
sion^ he was ready to supply him ; for it should 
not bd said, that Dean Tuley-Noro came to see 
him, and he would not give, him a dinner ; and 
for that reason, he had ordered his people to 
present him with six oxen and a bull. 

King Samuel, as ^ome would have it, resent- 
ed this as an affiront, and would have attacked 
the Anterndroeans iinniediately upon it ; but 
Was dissuaded by Captain Drumlnond and the 
rest, there being no likelihood of any engage- 
ment but bush-fighting, which must be to the 
advantage of the Anterndroeans in their own 
coimtry, who were in possession df the wood : 
So finding that no other terms would be agree- 
able, they accepted of Dean Crindo's present, 
which his men wanted, indeed, and went on in 
dieir parley about me ; the success whereof you 
have already seen. However, 

I must n<yt pass ovfer a piece of superstition 
practised here : There are a sort of people in 
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this country, who pretend to a profoxind know- 
ledge in the magical virtue of roots, trees, 
plants, and other products of the like nature ; 
and of their power to perform wondrous things 
by charms composed of themt. One of these 
conjurers, or umossees, (as the natives call 
them) prevailed on Dean Crindo to take a cer- 
tain powder which he gave him, and to strip oflf a 
piece of the skin from the tail of a white bull, 
because Dean Tuley-Noro was a whitish man, 
and to clap this powder upoa the wound ; as 
also to mix some of it with water, and give it 
to the bull to drink thereof, before it was given 
to the Antenosa men. Now this was not done 
in order to -make the creature unwholesonje, 
and by that means to procure deaths or dis- 
eases among their enemies in the common 
way, but with a view to work some witchcraft^ 
or supernatural operation upon them. Now it 
happened, that in two months after this King 
Samuel died : At that time he was very in- 
firm, and had been so long before ; which, with 
the fatigue of this journey, might hasten his 
end. There was not wanting, however, people 
superstitious enough to think his death was 
the effect x)f this incantation ; though it is rea^ 
sonable to suppose he eat none of the bxill, 
there being oxen at the same time ; for these 
negroes would eat oxen no more than we white 
men, were they not sensibly, that the flesh- of 
them is, in all respects, more grateful to the 
taste than that of bulls. ' 

' And 
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And since I have had an opportunity of say- 
ing thus much of King Samuel, I suppose my 
reader will be so curious as to inquire, who 
this king with a christian name was ? And 
what reason should induce him to assist us, 
and revenge our wrongs ? His living near the 
sea, and the immense treasure he and his peo- 
ple amassed together, by trading with the Eng- 
lish, may serve as a sufficient motive for the 
friendship this king shewed to our people: And, 
mdeed, they are friends to the English all over 
the island, except in some few places far dis- 
tant froiti the sea. King Samuel's history, 
however, being very particular, I shall here re- 
late it, as I had it at different times from the 
natives themselves. Whether any of the French 
authors of voyages have wrote any memoirs 
concerning him I cannot positively affirm ; nor 
have I had the opportunity of seeing their his- 
tories of Madagascar, to compare them with 
my own ; I shall not, therefore, vary from the 
account I had of it, whether it be agreeable to 
what others have said, or not. 

This part of the country, to which the 
French have given the name of Port Dauphine, 
is called in the Madagascar language Anteno- 
sa. There came hither, about ninety years ago, 
two French ships, on what account I cannot 
learn; however, they came to an anchor close un- 
der the land, in a very good harbour. The cap- 
tain observing that there were plenty of cattle, 
and all provisions, as also a very good soil, 
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determined that one of them should stay here, 
and establish a settlement : Hereupon they cast 
lots who should continue on. the island, and the 
person on whom the Ibt fell was Captain Mes- 
merrico. [I must here desire my reader to ob- 
serve, that this is the name by which the na- 
tives distinguish him ; though in all probabi-r 
lity, as they are unlearned, they may pronounce 
it very incorrectly: But besides, as it is some 
considerable time since, and they have no writ- 
ings or records ; so, consequently, they tan 
have no other history than that of tradition, 
from father to son, and so on to succeeding ge- 
nerations.] This Captain Mesmerrico landed 
with two hundred white men, well armed, and 
/provided with store of ammunition, and othef 
necessaries for the building of a fort, which 
they immediately began. No sooner had th^ 
natives observed their intention, but they used 
their utmost art and industry to'prevent them : 
This created a war, in which the French were 
the victors, who took at several times a great 
number of prisoners : In this war, thte King of 
Antenosa and his brother ^ere killed ; and 
amongst many other children that were made 
captives, the king's son was one. When the 
French had suppressed the natives, and com- 
pleted their fort, th^ ships set sail for France,' 
and carried this young prince, and several 
others of distinction with them. • * 

In about a year after this expedition, the na- 
tives bpgan to be better reconciled to the French^ 
^ notwithstanding 
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notwithstanding diey were secretly disgusted 
at the indignity ofiered to their young prince, 
and could by no means relish the government 
and direction of foreigners : However, the 
French, by their artful and cunning deport- 
ment and insinuations, gained so much friend«« 
-ship amongst them, that they married and liv-» 
ed up and down in several towns, at some dis- 
tance from each other ; and not above five, or 
six in a place. They occ^ionally assisted the 
natives in their wars against a king that resides 
in the northward, whom they defeated, took a 
great number of slaves, and many cattle* In this 
manner they lived for some years, with great 
tranquillity, neglecting their fort, and extending 
themselves all over the whole country of An- 
tenosa. But at last, as their families grew nu^ 
merous, the natives grew jealous : and recollect* 
ing how inhumanely they had treated their 
prince, and perceiving them thus scattered and 
dispersed, they thought this a favourable oppor- 
tunity to free themselves from a foreign yoke. 
Hereupon they formed a conspiracy to cut off 
all the white men in one day, and the Wednes- 
day following it was put into execution, not 
leaving a white man alive in Antenosa. 

Soon after a French ship came there as usual : 
The Maurominters, or slaves, who retained a 
respect for the French, got a canoe; and went 
off to them, and informed them, that their 
countrymen were all massacred. The captain 
was startled, and deeply concerned at this me- 
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lanchaly news, but could no^ revenge their, 
cause, being gla4 to steer another coxu^se, with- 
out making the least attempt to go on shore. 

Having now nobody to interrupt them, they 
put their government into its original form, 
and made choice of one for their king who was 
the nearest related to the former ; there being no 
other son but him whom the French took cap^ 
tive. Under this new king's direction they 
lived peaceably and quietly for several years, 
no French ship ever presuming to come near 
them ; but now and then an English ship paid 
them a visit, and they traded in a very fair and 
honest manner with the officers on board. 

Some years afterward?, a French ship, home-^ 
ward bound from India, happened to be in great 
distress for want of water and provisions, and 
could not compass the Cape. Port Dauphine 
lay very commodious for the captain, but he 
knew that the natives were their implacable 
enemies, neither was he ignorant of the real 
occasion ; and therefore resolved to make use 
of the following stratagem : Under a pretence 
of being sent ambassador from the French king, 
he went on shore in great pomp, and with pro- 
per attendants. The ship lay at anchor as near 
the shore as possible, in order to be within 
reach of their guns, in case any acts of hosr- 
tility should be shewn them. The natives, 
who came down to them, asked if they were 
English or French ? They replied, the latter ; 
but they were sent by express orders from the 
• ~ ' French 
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French king, with some valuable presents, and 
were inclined tx> make a treaty of peace. The 
king they had last chosen, whom I mentioned 
before, ^ed about a month before their arriv- 
al, and no new one was then elected in his 
stead ; but the old queen (mother of the prince 
whom they had so clandestinely conveyed 
away some years before), being then alive, gave 
directions that the ambassador should be con- 
ducted to her house. His men carried a great 
many things of no great value amongst them, 
but such, however, as they knew would be 
highly agreeable in this coimtry. These were 
formally presented in the name of the French 
king, and the queen testified her satisfaction in 
the reception of them, by entertaining the cap- 
tain in the most elegant manner she could de- 
vise. This day passed in compliments, mutu- 
al presents, and ^uch other ceremonies as were 
consistent with their ideas of public grandeur ; 
the next day she sent for the captain, and in- 
formed him, that she expected his men, as well 
SLS himself, should take the oaths, according to 
the custom of her country. 

The captain having readily agreed to her 
proposition, the ceremony was performed after 
the following manner : The holy owley, of 
which we have already given some account, 
was brought out, and hung upon a piece of 
wood,, laid crosswise on two forks, all which 
were cut down on this solemn occasion ; as was 
also a long pole, to which a bullock was fas- 
tened ; 
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tened : this was proTided by the queen, smd 
when killed, they took part of the tail, and 
some of die hair of the nose and eyebrows, 
and put them on some live coals that were un* 
der the owley ; they then took some of the 
blood, which they sprinkled upon it, and upon 
the beam whereon it hung ; tie liver also was 
roasted, and a piece placed on it ; two other 
jneces were put on two lances^ which 'were 
stuck in the ground, betwixt the queen and the 
ambassador ; the queen swore first, to this, or 
the like effect. 

'* I swear by the great God above, by the 
** four gods of the four quarters of the world, 
^ by the spirits of my forefathers, and before 
** this holy owley, that neither I, nor any of 
" my ojSspring, nor any of my people who as- 
** sist at this solemnity, or their issue, shall or 
*' will, wittingly or willingly, kill any French- 
*' man, unless he proves the first aggressor : 
" And if we, or any of us, mean any other than 
" the plain and honest truth by this protesta- 
" tion, may this liver, which I now eat, be con* 
" verted into poison, and destroy me on the 
*'spot." 

Having repeated this form of words, she took 
the piece of liver off the lance, and eat it ; and 
when she had done, the sham-ambassador did 
the same. 

The captain, or sham-ambassador, staid on 
shore about three or four days after this so- 
lemn contract, and sent on board what provi- 
sion 
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{(lan hi$ people wanted^ A firm friendship be* 
ing now established betwef a then^they stroye 
who should outvie the other in 4ie trts of 
courtesy and complaisance. The fcaptain in-» 
vited the queen to go on board his yessel, and 
she very readily went, with several of the chief 
(rf hCT people, who were treated by the cafptain 
with great magnificence, and to her entire sa** 
tisfaction. She returned on shore in the ship's 
boat, and stood looking about h^ fi>r some 
time after she was landed. The Frenchmen, 
not regarding the presence of the black queen, 
stripped, and swam about to wash and cool 
themselves ; the queen, observing the whiter^ 
ness of their skins, indulged her curiosity in 
looking on them. At last, perceiving one man 
whose skin was much darker than the rest of 
his companions, as he came toward the shore, 
and was going to put on his clothes, she espied 
a particular mole under his left breast ; she 
went to him immediately, and looking mope 
wishfully on it, would not permit him to put 
on his shirt, but claimed him as her son, who 
had been carried away, when a child, many 
years before ; and had not patience to contain 
herself, but ran to him, (crying for joy that she 
had found her son), threw her arras about his 
neck, and almost stifled him with kisses. This 
siurprisedall the people, as well blacks as whites, 
till, having recovered herself a little, she turn- 
ed to them, and told them tliis was her son, and 
shewed them the private mark. They who had 

known 
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known the young prince, drew near, view- 
ed the mole, and acquiesced with her, that it 
must be lie, and no other. The Frenchmen 
could not tell what to make of this odd disco- 
yevfy nor what might be the fatal consequences 
that might possibly attend it. 

The captain, therefore, taking the man aside, 
advised him to give as artful answers as he 
could to what questions they should ask him, 
for their safeties sake. Now there were seve- 
ral blacks who spoke French, and by their 
means the Frenchmen as soon understood the 
queen as they did. She desired they would 
ask him if he knew the country he was born 
in ? He answered, he could ren^ember nothing 
of it, for he was carried from his native place 
when a child. She asked him if he knew her ? 
He said he could not pretend to say absolute- 
ly that he did ; but he thought she bore a great 
resemblance to somebody he was much used to 
when young. 

This confirmed them more and more in their 
opinion ; as to his being white-skined, they 
thought that might easily be from his wearing 
clothes, during the time he was absent from 
home ; his hair was as black as theirs, so that 
it was concluded it must be their prince. The 
old queen was transported with joy at finding 
her son, aud the natives were for chusing him 
their king diriectly, he being the next heir. 
They asked what was his name ; he told them 
he never remembered that he was called by 

any 
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any other name than that of Samuel ; but they 
gave him what they thought was his original 
name, compounded with Tuley, whi^h denoted 
his, return, or arrival : so they called him Dean 
Tuley-Nofo, [Dean, it may be observ^, istan 
universal title of honour, and signifies Lord] ; 
and he was also further saluted immediately 
with the title of panzacker (that is, king) of 
Antenosa, 

The C24>tain and other Frenchmen Were sur- 
prised to find the man play his part so dexter- 
ously, not perceiving at first that he was in ear- 
nest, and was as fond of being their king, as 
they were of electing him, though it was in so 
heathenish a place. He had here 12,000 fight- 
ing men immediately under his command, and 
a fine spacious and plentiful coimtry to live in 
at his pleasure. The ship's crew sailed Away, 
and left him behind them ; but as often as the 
French had occasion for what this island af- 
forded, they made it a constant practice to put 
into Port Dauphine, and traffic with him. 

About three or four years before we were 
cast away, a French ship happening to be there, 
some of the men got drunk on shore ; and, in 
a quarrel with some of the natives, told them 
that King Samuel was not their lawful prince, 
but,that he was still resident in France. This 
might l^ve proved of very fatal consequence 
to him, but he took such care to prevent it as 
jxo oi^e could justly blame him for : He sent 
for t^ man who made this public declaration, 

and 
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and ordered him to be shot to death ; he com- 
iiasttided likewise his companions to depart 
lbrthwith|>and aaiured them, that if ever they, 
6r any of their countrymen presumed to come 
within his territories again, they should feel 
the weight of his resaitment. And our man, 
who advised us from putting into Port Dau- 
phine, being informed of this last adventure, 
made him say, he was barbarous to all white 
people ; but he had heard the story imperfect- 
ly, and from thence arose the mistake which 
proved so fatal to us. 

By this conference between Dean Grindo and 
King Samuel, I eame to the knowlege of what- 
happened to the white boys who were my fel- 
low captives, at leasts so far as the natives 
knew themselves : As also, that the prince 
whom we seized and tnade prisoner with Deaii 
Crindo their king, was notj properly speaking, 
his son, but Dean Mt«:nanzaek his nephew^ 
whose right Dean Crindo had usurped, as we 
find in the sequel of this story ; but a word 
in their language signifykig offspring, and 
comprehending as well grandsons and ne- 
phews as sons, was the cause of our mistake. 
But, 

To return to my own history : The contest 
between my master and me being pretty well 
over, through the intercession of Dean Sambo 
and the other chiefs, he ordered me to go and 
work in the plantations ; at d told me, with a 
stern countenance, that if I hoed the carravancea 
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and weeds together as L dkl beloM, he woidd 
koe my st-nes out. I went away very well 
satisfied, not caring where # was sent, so ie 
was but out of his sight, for he now became 
more my aversion than even 

Our plantation was near five miles from 
home, and he seldom came above cmce in ai 
month to visit us. As to my n;iaintenance, or 
^at of the rest of bis slaves, we muit provide 
for ourselves or st»v€, for he never concern* 
ed himself about us* However, each man 
had as much land as he thought proper to cul-» 
tivate for his own use, and one day in a week 
without controul. When I first came there, I 
thought I must have starved; I was obliged, 
on moonlight nights, after I had done my 
task, to go into the woods and hunt out for 
wild yams for my sustenance, and too often 1 
found no more than was sufficient for one 
meal, which, however, I was forc^ to hus- 
band to the best advantage. 

My fellow slaves were, indeed, as courteous 
to me as I could well expect ; and as they had 
l^antations of their own, they gave me carrs^* 
vances, and such other victuals as they had, 
especially on dark nights, and at such times 
as I could not shift for myself. I worked 
sometimes two nights in a week, in cleaning 
and burning down the weeds, and other things 
<^the spot of ground I had allotted for my 
own plantation ; the best root, however, that 
I could plant, to produce myself food in a 

short 
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short time, was potatops. I lived this miser^ 
able plight for near three months successively^ 
and it was a yeai^|Bfore I was well settled, and 
could say I had plenty. 

Honey is one of the most profitable as well 
as most useful things this country produces ; 
and they may have it in plenty if they will 
but take proper care. There is little trouble 
in the management of bees, which are here 
very numerous ; they will readily come to their 
hives or tohokes as the natives call them; 
and I took a particular delight in making them: 
They are part of the body of a tree called fon- 
tuoletch, which is first cut off about a yard 
long, and then split right down : After we 
have dug out the middle with our hatchets, (in 
which operation we are not over nice), we bind 
the two parts together in their natural posi- . 
tion, so that the hive is a hollow cylinder, we 
leave a hole at the bottom for the bees to enter j 
and this is all the care that need be taken. 

I had a large stock of these hives, but my 
neighbours too often plundered them ; once, 
however, I catched a yoimg fellow, and about 
three or four days after, I went to his father 
to demand satisfaction for the honey he stole, 
and the destruction of my hives. The old 
man made very few words with me, but gave 
me two hatchets, a hoe, and ten strings of beads. 
I was very well satisfied with this compensa- 
tion, and looked upon myself as no inconsider- 
able person. But soon after, I found out a sure 
method to preserve my honey, the relation 
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t^hereof^ will give the reader an adequate idea 
of almost the only superstiti^P to which these 
people are addicted. w 

I have made mention before of the umossees, 
who pretend to be magicians, sorcerers, and 
fortunetellers. One of these was on his travels 
from Antenosa into our country, and took up 
his lodgings at my master*s town j my master 
had been that day in the woods to visit his bee- 
hives, and perceived several of them robbed of 
their store: He returned before night in a 
very great passion, and threatened to shoot the 
person that was found stealing his honey, let 
him be who he wotild. The umossee coming 
to pay his respects to him just at that time, 
and hearing his complaint, told him he could 
give him a secret or charm, that would effectu- 
ally prevent his honey from being stolen, but 
he was afraid to communicate it, because it 
would infallibly kill the person who should 
but taste of it. Dean Mevarrow replied, he 
did not care if they were all killed. Hereupon 
it was agreed, that the umossee should have 
two cows and two calves, in case his project 
proved efiectual, and should stay to see the de- 
sired success. 

Accordingly, the next morning he went into 
the woods, an4 singled out a tree, which the 
natives call Roe-bouche ; we have none like it 
in England, nor is it very material, for any 
tree would have done his business, I presume, 
as well. He went to the eastward of this tree, 
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and dug up a piece of its root, and then turaeci 
to the westward^nd dug up another piece j 
after this, he to4Hthe eastern root, and order- 
ed Dean Mevarrow to rub it on a stone with 
a little water, and sprinkle the water amoag 
the bees, and the honeycombs in the hives ; 
and if any one, (said he), shall steal the honey, 
and eat the least morsel of it, in a quarter of 
a day, (for they reckon not by hours as we do)^ 
they will swell, and break out in spots, like 
a leopard, from head to foot, and in three 
days they will die. Dean Mevarrow was high-' 
ly pleased at this discovery, and said, how 
shall I do, when I want to make use of my 
honey for myself and family* The umossee 
replied, the remedy is here in my handj which 
is no other than a root of the same trep, but 
dug to the westward ; and when you take your 
honey, rub a little of this upon another stone 
with water, and sprinkle the hives : This be- 
ing done, your eastern root will have no power. 
But, if any one has stole your honey, and feels 
the bad effects of it, and you are inclined to be 
merciful, and save his life, give him a small 
quantity of this western root, which he called 
vauhovalumy, or root of life, and it will take 
down all the swelling, the spots will all vanish, 
and the person be restored to his former state 
of health. 

All this was mighty well, but the principal 
point was to try the virtues of it, and see if it 
would answer all these fine purposes of the 

umossee. 
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mnossee, which Dean Mevarrow wa$ some- 
what doubtful of, though very eager to know ; 
and, therefore, having sprinjflfed his hives with 
the eastern root, according to directions, he pro- 
posed it to several to make the experiment, and 
he would give them an ox as a reward, but no- 
body would venture ; whereupon he ord^ed 
it to be published about the country, and by 
this means I came to hear of it. Now I bad 
observed before the simplicity of the people 
on these occasions ; and plainly perceived that 
these artful umossees took the advantage oi 
their ignorance to cheat and impose upon them: 
I was very sensible there was nothing more in 
all this, and that it had already met with the 
eflFect desired, by striking terror into the people, 
and having a considerable quantity of honey 
myself, I imagined, if I gave out that I had the 
secret, it would also preserve mine. I sent 
word, therefore, to my master, that I woidd 
oblige him, if he would communicate the se- 
cret to me, in case I survived the experiment. 
He not only sent for me immediately, and 
agreed to my proposal, but made me a promise 
of a considerable reward besides. 

I went accordingly with my master, and se- 
ireral others to the hive, which was sprinkled^ 
as they call it, with the poison^ and swallowed 
the honey down by handfuJs before them, ask-- 
ing them, at the same time, if they would eat 
some with me ? They would not touch it, they 
said, for ten thousand cattle j making several 
H 2 grimaces 
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grimaces in the mean tim6, and expecting every 
moment some dismal calamity would befal me 
for my presumpti^. When I had filledmy belly, 
my master wouldhave me home with him,in or- 
der to have the cure at hand; but I chose rather 
to stay with my comrades, by which means 
I had time to contrive some way to deceive 
them. As fortune would have it, being in the 
fields, I saw at some distance a calf sucking a 
cow, and nobody being in sight, I tied up the 
calf with my lamber, and milked the cow into 
my mouth as long as ever I could. This, and 
the honey together, had the desired effect ; for 
it began to swell me immediately, and nnn- 
bled in my belly so loud that it might be heard. 
Away went I to my comrades, who, perceiving 
my belly swelled, and hearing the unusual 
noise, advised me to run home, and cried out 
I was poisoned. I pretended to step behind 
a hedge on some private occasion, but it was 
only to whip myself with some nettles ; the 
pimples and redness raised from this stra- 
tagem terrified them still more and more : for 
there appeared on me all the symptoms of poi- 
son which the umo^see had before described ; 
and, to crown the deceit, you may be sure I 
did not fail to complain and cry out most hear- 
tily ; thereupon some ran before me, and others 
helped me home. 

My master, before I came, had prepared the 
water with the vauhovalumy, or root of life ; 
the people, terrifi,ed at the danger I was in, 
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flocked round the house ; some pitied me, and 
stood astonished at the profound learning of 
the umossee, who did not hiiHself perceive the 
cheat. Well, I drank the medicine, aiiid after 
reposing myself for three or four hours, all the 
tokens of danger disappeared, and I was well : 
The vauhovalumy was looked upon as a sover 
reign medicine, and the umossee as * very 
great and wise man, who did not a little value 
himself uppn the success of his secret, r;epent- 
ing that he had parted with it at sp cheap a 
rate, saying, he would have twenty cows for 
it of the next that wanted it. Dean Mevar- 
row, a$ a gratification, bid him chuse any two 
cow$, and two calves, out of all his cattle in 
the cow-pen ; which he did accordingly, and 
departed. My master, on my promise of se- 
crecy, discovered both the roots to me j and 
shewed me not only how to find them, but how 
to use them to the best advantage ; for the pain 
he imagined I had suffered^ and the hazard I 
underwent, he presented me with a cow and a 
calf ; I then thought I had spent my time tp 
a very good purpose. 

When I returned to my plantation, my neigh- 
bours and fellow-slaves, having observed the 
sudden and terrible effects of this poison, beg- 
ged of me to put a mark upon ail my hives, 
that when they went out a honey-stealing, they 
might not be killed, by eating any of mine. 
This was the very thing I aimed at, and ac- 
cordingly I put a white stick before every hive, 
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and never lost my honey afterwards. Nobody 
would go near my hives, for fear my bees 
should sting them, and the wounds should 
prove of more dangerous consequence than 
those of others. 

Having npw a cow and a calf, I had milk of 
my own, and was as rich as my fellow-slaves j 
besides the advantage I made of my honey, by 
selling forty or fifty gallons a-year for hatch- 
ets, beads, &c. to those who make toake with 
it ; more especially against their circumcision, 
and other solemn festivals. 

I lived in this manner about three years, ^ 
which, with the two years and a half I had spent 
before, made up almost an apprenticeship in 
this country. One day my master came to 
survey our work, and taking peculiar notice 
of the method I observed, he told me I must 
go home with him and keep his cattle, which 
were near the town. This employment was 
not near so laborious as digging and cultivat- 
ing his plantation ; however, I was pretty well 
improved, but as he provided for me now, and 
my honey was safe, I was not much concern- 
ed at my removal. So away I went, driving 
my own cattle, which were considerably in- 
creased, having two heifers, besides my cow 
and calf. My houshold furniture too, was not; 
§0 cumbersome, but I was able to carry it all 
away at once ; yet I was as rich, and had as 
much as other people in my mean station, and 
much more than many of them. 

' ' - ■' \ ■ In 
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In l^s than two days I built me an house, 
and a cow-pen for my cattle. Now was I in 
my former situation, and looking after my 
master's cattle ; the hardest of my labour was 
(as I observed before) the bringing home every 
other night, either a tub or a calabash, four or 
five miles, full of water j but, considering I was 
a slave, I lived in as much ease as I could rea- 
sonably expect* 

I had not continued long in this last station, 
before a general calamity reduced us to the 
most deplorable circumstances: The epide- 
mical evjj of this island is, their frequent ani- 
mosities, and open quarrels with one another ; 
which is the principal reason why such num- 
bers of them are sold to the Europeans for 
slaves. This is a dangerous and destructive 
misfortune^ to a people otherwise good-natur- 
ed and well disposed ; who have wholesome 
laws for the determination of all disputes, and 
the punishment of all crimes, of which I shall 
give an account in a more proper place ; but 
what I have to observe here is, that the sove- 
reign prince of any country has seldom force 
sufficient to oblige the lesser chiefs in his do- 
minions to answer, in a judicial way, » to the 
wrongs they do each other, or the mistakes 
and errors which they casually commit ; but 
they fight it out, making slaves of, impoverish- 
ing, and destroying one another, after the man- 
ner I am now going to relate, in which I my- 
self was a severe sufferer. 
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AH things appeared in a state of peace aM 
tranquillity; no foreign enepiy for a long time 
molested us. But wh^t I took particular no- 
tice of, when first a islave, was my master and 
others clandestinely driving away their neigh- 
bours' cattle, and their neighbours equally 
guilty of the same practice, sp that it was a 
very difficiilt point to determine who was the 
aggressor in the present quarrel^ But one day, 
^s I and some others went about five or six 
miles to water our cattle, haying two men armr 
ed with g\ins to guard us, according to cusr 
tom, it happened, in pur return home, that 
notwithstanding the greater number of them 
went on slowly, grazing as they passed along, 
some of the milch cows, wanting to be sucked 
by their calves, ran homewards before the rest^ 
The man, knowing me to be very active and 
nimble, desired me to run forward arid stop 
them, in order tp keep them in a body ; but 
they being got at a great distance, it was some 
time before I could turn them. When I wheel- 
ed abput, I was surprised to see pne of our men 
shooting amongst a body of men, who wer^ 
driving the cattle another way, and running 
from them towards jne ; they spon espied us 
and our cattle, and ran after us, Hereupon I 
quitted my post, and fled as fast as I could 
home to my paaster, and was the first messen- 
ger to relate our disaster. I puffed and blow- 
jed, being frightened and out of breath, and in 
imperfect exclamations I tp}d him, that an arr 
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my had seized our cattle, and that one of our 
men, named Roynsowra, had fired and killed 
somebody ; but I could not inform him who 
the enemy were, nor on what account they thus 
attacked us. While my master and some others 
were discoursing with me, in came two or three 
more, who informed them, that Dean Chahary, 
and his brother Dean Frukey, two of Dean 
Crindo's sons, were the parties concerned. Our 
master, it seems, had been found guilty of 
stealing three of Dean Frukey's cattle, and this 
they did by way of retaliation. All was in an 
uproar and confusion at once ; each man took 
up his arms in a hurry ; Dean Mevarrow or- 
dered them to follow him, which they were as 
piuch inclined to do, as he was to lead them, 
for the loss was general. All the milch cows, 
and home-kept cattle were gone, and now away 
went all the men in pursuit of them, except 
such as were old and infirm. Amongst others, 
I was demolished, having lost my cow and my 
two heifers ; my calf indeed, was left at home, 
lowing for its dam, as did every body's else ; 
between which vociferations, and the outcries 
of the women and children, there was a most 
confused and hideous uproar. 

m Frukey, who then was (or at least pre- 

to be) the injured person, lived within 

three miles of our watering place ; but 

drove our cattle more to the northward, 

)ean Chahary's town, which was better for- 

and much more capable of sustaining the 

assault. 
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assault, which,. they justly imagined, We should 
make against it. Though our people were 
highly provoked, and very expeditious, yet they 
followed them with all the circumspection ima- 
ginable, having spies, who ran softly before, 
by whom they found their enemies were en- 
tered the town with their booty. Our people, 
not being provided with strength sufficient, and 
having no time to call in their neighbours to 
their assistance, did not attempt to assault Dean 
Chahary's town^ but turned oflF, without being 
suspected, and went about five miles farther, 
where they kept their breeding cattle. As it 
was n6w late in the night, they took them all 
without any opposition ; the few keepers they 
had being at a distance, and fast asleep ; so 
that they drove away the beasts without any 
noise, and made their way homewards as fast 
as possible. We looked out all the morning, 
expecting every minute they would return ; 
and at length we espied them with a vast drove 
of cattle, containing as many at least, if not 
more, than our own ; being above five hundred. 
All of us imagined they had recovered their 
own ; and, for my own part, I was thinking 
how I should kiss my cow for joy of seeing her 
again ; but too soon we perceived they were 
strangers, and, as I was not with them, I had 
no share of the booty. 

My master and several others, after they had 
divided them, killed some of the oxen ; a jovial 
feast was made immediately, and our people 
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sent me part of the banquet* The day follow- 
ing my master dispatched me to look after the 
cattle as before^ whilst he went to repair some 
breaches in his town walls, by putting in se* 
veral poles, which were cut down for that pur- 
pose, and made preparations for a war. He 
had not patience, however, to stay at home, and 
see whether his enemies would come to create 
hiijEi any new disturbance, though he might be 
very well satisfied with the reprisals he had 
made on them, since he had taken away more 
than he had lost. However, in two or three 
days time after, he was resolutely bent to sur- 
prise his enemy's town by night, though he 
left his own unguarded; and met with such suc- 
cess as so precipitate a conduct justly deserved : 
Tor, the very next morning after their expedi- 
tion, as I and others were watering our cattle, 
and looking carefully after them, lest they 
should run to their own home, which was con- 
siderably nearer to the watering-place than our 
town, about twenty men rushed out of a thick- 
et of bushes, and leaped upon us like so many 
tigers on their prey. However, I and three or 
four more boys had time to start out of their 
clutches and fly for it ; but they soon overtook 
the rest, carrying them back, and all the cattle, 
and the other slaves that were with them; 
while some followed me, holloaing out, and 
menacing to kill me if I did not stop and sur- 
render myself their captive ; thereupon I turn- 
ed about, and perceiving I had gained ground 
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of them, I ran directly forward, for a mile and 
a half at least, before I came to any proper 
shelter. At length I came to a wood, with 
which I was well acquainted, where I soon lost 
them : they retm'ned back to their companions, 
and went oflF with their prisoners and cattle. 
Perceiving them gone, I hastened home ; when 
I entered the town, the women immediately 
flocked round about me, for they saw by my 
countenance, and the confusion I was in, that 
some misfortune had attended our party. I 
soon acquainted them with the loss we had 
sustained, and they a^ soon reflected on their 
husbands' ill conduct, who, to gratify the dic- 
tates of a blind passion, and to avenge them- 
selves on their enemies, would leave all that 
was valuable to themselves unguarded, to be-r 
come their prey ; for they might be very well 
assured that they had spies out, to give notice 
of every opportunity which might tend to their 
advantage. 

Dean Mevarrow returned about evening, 
when, for his welcome-home, the news of this 
morning's expedition was related to him. I 
also understood the project they went upon had 
proved fruitless and inefiectual ; for though 
they arrived at their enemy's town an hour be- 
fore day-light, yet, so cautious and vigilant 
were they, in sending out their spies all ways, 
both night and day, that they discovered our 
people, and alarmed the towns-folks, who came 
out and met them. And all that was done, 
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as I could hear, was only a tongue battle, and 
vollies of opprobrious language. Dean Mevar- 
row, indeed, fired at them at a distance, which 
they returned, but no execution was done on 
either side. A kinsman coming soon after 
day-light to Dean Frukey's assistance. Dean 
Mevarrow thought it most advisable to with- 
draw ; but not without telling them, if his 
kinsman and his people had not come in to 
his assistance, he woxdd have had all his 
cattle again in a few hours. To this they 
replied, That they would not only keep the 
cattle they had of his, but that their own, 
which had been lately carried away by sur- 
prise, were by this time in their own hands 
again, as he would find at his return. And 
what they asserted, indeed proved too true. 
At this he was heartily nettled. We had kill- 
ed, however, a considerable number of them 
first, and stocked ourselves with pi'ovisions. 
He vowed to be revenged on his uncles, and 
accordingly made preparations for another en-r 
terprize, which was entered upon in three days 
after. He asked me if I was willing to make 
one of the party. I very readily embraced his 
offer, for there was safety nowhere now, and 
being at home was as dangerous as being with 
them : so he furnished me with a gun, cartouch- 
box, and powder-horn, &c and thus accou- 
tred I commenced soldier. 

We sallied out of our town as soon as it was 
dark, for we had a great way to go : Dean 
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Frukey, with all his people, having abandoned 
his own town, not thinking it sufficiently for- 
tified, and moved to his brother's, which was 
many mile$ farther to the northward; we 
-marched very briskly, but as silently as posh 
sible, never speaking to each other but in whis*- 
pers. As my skin appeared white, they ima- 
gined it must be discerned at a distance in the 
dark, and expose us, by that means, to our ene- 
mies spies ; they, therefore, made me besmear 
myself all over with mud. 

We came near the town about two hourn 
before day-light, and sent two men who were 
perfectly acquainted with every part of it, in 
order to search for breaches, or at least som^ 
weak places in the fortifications : they succeed- 
ed as they could wish, and returned, having 
discovered not only two breaches, but the pri- 
vate way too, which is always prepared for the 
women and children, to make their escape into 
the woods by, in case of a surprise. Near this 
place we laid an ambuscade of 30 men, who 
were ordered not to fire or make the least noise, 
and to seize the women only in their flight 
Our army was divided into three parts : Dean 
Mevarrow, with his people, attacked the most 
diflGlcult breach of the two ; a chief man of hi? 
the other ; and Dean Sambo the gate, in whose 
party 1 was ; for my master would not take 
me with him, thinking I could not well bear 
to tread upon the thorns in the fortification. 

There 
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There were three gates, one withm another: 
The signal for our attack was the firing the 
first gun, which was not to be till Dean Me* 
varrow and the other chief had secured the out- 
side of the breaches ; and it was a quarter of 
an hour before w« had accomplished it. The 
townsmen were by that time all in arms, and 
almost as well prepared as we j for they secur- 
ed the inner gate at the same time we entered 
the outer one, and came furiously towards us^ 
with warmth and resolution; however, we 
drove them back. They maintained the other^ 
indeed, a long time, till Dean Mevarrow had^ 
with much difficulty, gained a passage through 
the breach. One of his principal men was shot 
in the belly just before him, which so provok- 
ed him, that he leaped down, and the rest fol- 
lowed. 

About the same time, we pushed vigorously 
towards, and entered the town. Immediately 
we heard the outcry of the women, who were 
surprised by our ambuscade, and almost all of 
them taken. The men got ^oflp by a breach, 
which they made themselves, into the woods,, 
and left us the town to plund^ and reduce to 
ashes, which was done accordingly. I got for 
my share, a small quantity of cotton, and a few 
wooden platters, and some spoons. We found 
here several of our cattle, and, among the rest,^ 
I espied my cow, and did not question then 
but I should soon have her again. . But see the 
fatal effects of an ill-grounded seciu*ity ! We 

had^ 
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had now a great booty of slaves and cattle ; the 
latter we drove out of the town before ns, with- 
out any guard before them, thinking we had 
gained an entire victory, and dispersed all our 
enemies ; when, in fact, the number of them 
was greatly increased. They kept in a body 
in the woods, observed our motions, and only 
waited for a favourable opportunity to shew 
their resentments. They soon perceived that 
the cattle were left defenceless, and that they 
had little more to do than to drive them into 
the woods, where we lost them all almost as 
soon as we had got them. For, on our march 
in order to recover them, the enemy appeared 
in a formidable body, firing at us, and even 
giving us battle. In this action, one of our 
men was killed. Several of our people were 
missing before, even whilst we were in the 
town ; and upon a strict inquiry, we found 
three wounded, and four of our principal and 
bravest men cut off. Dean Mevarrow and all 
the rest seemed very much concerned at this 
unexpected misfortime, and were not near so 
active or sanguine as they were before ; so 
that now they thought of nothing but making 
a retreat with the slaves they had taken, and 
getting out of the reach of the enemy as soon 
as possible. Accordingly, they left the plain 
open road by which we came, and went through 
the woods ; a most uncomfortable way, for ten 
miles or more, overrun with thorns and briars, 
and in perpetual fear of ambuscades. We 
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Stopped, however^ to make a bier, to carry awajr 
our men who were wounded, and then march- 
ed on with the utniost circumspection, think- 
ing every bird that stirred an enemy in ambush; 
Notwithstanding we got through this long 
wood very safe, we still went by unbeaten 
ways, so that it was almost dark before we got 
home. It is a constant custom, be the success 
of their engagements good or bad, for the chief 
to sit down with his people before his own 
door t the women soon flocked roxmd/him to 
hear the news j and though we brought With 
us a considerable number of slaves, yet there 
was no room for rejoicing j for the wives, re- 
lations, and friends of those who were kill- 
ed, made a most hideous outcry. However^ 
a few calves were killed, and we refreshed 
ourselves as well as we could, after our long, 
fatigue; Every man retired to his own apart- 
ment, and^ being weary, lay down to rest; 
but, before day-light, we were alarmed by the 
firing of a gun. The enemy, by our conduct 
the day before, perceived we were dispirited, 
and determined to give us no time to recruit ; 
so they pursued us, and attacked our town, a$ 
we had before done theirs ; but I cannot say 
their judgment or conduct was equal to ours • 
For the first thing we did upon the alarm, was 
to have a party ready to secure the wives, chil- 
dren, and other valuable slaves ; in which we 
succeeded to our wish, and conveyed them 
safe out of the town to their proper recesses. 

I Though 
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Though we defended ourselves as long as we 
could, yet we did not shew so much courage 
and resolution as we should have done at ano- 
ther time ; however, we retreated with but a 
trivial loss, and left them the town to plunder. 
There was nothing of value for them, since the 
women had carried off what their haste would 
admit of; and, as for cattle, there was none but 
a few calves, whose dams they had seized at 
first; and such was their precipitation, that 
they could not drive even them away ; so they 
killed them, and carried as much of their car- 
cases away for provision as they conveniently 
could. They never once oflFered to go in search 
for the women, but called to us, and vowed we 
should have no rest, till they recovered their 
wives and children. We told them, on the 
othelr hand, that we would have our cattle 
again, and not restore them their wives neither. 
They seemed pleased with thus shewing their 
resentment ; it was no small satisfaction to oiur 
people, though defeated this time, to find that 
notwithstanding all the disadvantages they 
then lay under, they were still able to cope 
with them. 

But Dean Crindo, our king, by this time was 
apprized of all that had happened, who immedi- 
ately undertook to reconcile all differences be^ 
tween us ; and accordingly sent messengers to 
both parties, to know the grounds of our quar- 
rel, and the demands on both sides. Dean 
Mevarrow sent word he was ready to oblige 
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the kiiig, and would live in peace with his 
uncles, in case they would send him all his 
Cattle again j and as Dean Frukey and Ghahary 
waiited theif wives again, they said they were 
ready aiid willing to return what cattle were 
left alive, of burs^ but having killed a diird 
part, they would never be accountable on that 
score. So tihat the king could not persuade 
Dean Frukey to make up the number of our 
cattle ; nor, on the otKer hand, could he pre- 
vail oil us to send them their wives, unless 
they made restitution. Our master boldly 
sent the king word, that all the force he had, 
united with that of his sons, should not oblige 
him to restore their wives and children on any 
other tferms. 

Deail Criiidb resented this insolent answer^ 
and was determined, at all adventures, to re- 
duce them to a compliance : and, in order there- 
to, mustered up an army of 10(X) men, and was 
resolutely bent to come to Dean Mevdrrow firsts 
Now, Dean Grindo could notj on these occa- 
sions, rais6 any considerable army, because 
there was a dispute always subsisting between 
him and his nephew Murnanzack, whose fa- 
ther was Dean Crindo's elder brother, who 
dying, when his son was an infant, and his 
country invaded^ this uncle took upon him the 
charge of the government, and when possessed 
of it, Wotild never resign it. Dean Murnan- 
zack was not only an intrepid warrior, but a 
prince as well accomplished ^s ever appeared 
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in this illiterate country. He was just, hon- 
ourable, generous, and of a courteous disposi- 
tion ; he h^d three brothers, who were lords, 
judges^ and chiefs of towns, whp, together, 
could raise an army not much inferior to their 
uncle*s ; besides, he waS universally beloved. 
Now, in case of a foreign war, all were ready 
to oppose the common enemy, as we have seen 
them withstand the kings of Merfaughla and 
Antenosa ; but they were ever jealous and 
watchful of each other* For which reason. 
Dean Crindo could bring no greater an army 
against us than was consistent with the safety 
of his own town, and those belonging to his 
sonsi 

Dean Mevarrow had notice of this design 
against him, by a particular friend of his in 
Fenno-arevo, who ran from thence to our town 
by night, and returned before day-light, undis-^ 
covered^ My master had a cousin, with whoni 
he had contracted an intimate friendship, and 
whose father was as powerful a lord as any in 
Dean Crindo's dominions. To this tmcle, 
whose name was Mephontey, he fled with his 
people for protection. We soon packed up oilr 
(little) all which we had left : my whole stock 
pf provision and houshold furniture consisted 
of no more than about a gallon of carravances, 
a mat to lie iipon^ a hatchet, and a little spade 
to dig up wild yams. We wantedr no hoes 
now, for that work was put an end to in this 
country. All our plantationSj and most of the 
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produce, which was laid up in little store- 
houses, were now left to the enemy's disposal. 
In half a day we arrived at Dean Mephontey's 
town, who treated my naaster with all due re- 
spect, and assured him that he would defend 
both him and his people to the utmost of his 
power. The chiefs had houses given them, 
but we common people were obliged to build 
huts for ourselves in any part of the town 
where we could find room ; as for my own 
part, I erected but a small one, not knowing 
how soon it might be biimt. 

Dean Crindo, in three days time, encamped 
before the town ; he sent to Dean Mephontey, 
desiring him to deliver up Dean Mevarrow and 
all his people ; and bid him detain them at his 
peril. To this Dean Mephontey sent a reso- 
lute answer, that he would protect any stran- 
gers, who were, in his opinion, honest people, 
and fled to him for succour in distress ; and 
much more should he be sanguine for the in- 
terest of his friends and relations ; and if Dean 
Crindo would have them, he must take them 
away by force, for he would defend them to 
the last extremity. 

Dean Crindo prepared to attack the town the 
next morning, and we to defend it. In order 
thereto, the women and children were that night 
sent away into the woods ; not all into one 
place, but at proper distances, and in small 
companies. I was ordered, with a guard, to 
take care^ of my mistress, and some other wo* 

I 3 men 



Digitized by 



Googk 



134 ADVENTURES Ot 

men and slaves who were with her, which ac- 
cordingly I did. After I had marked the place, 
in order to find it again with ease, I returned 
tto the town, where we lived as wellas we could 
wish that night ; dressing and eating beef in 
plenty, &c. for we had some cattle of our own, 
^uch as I was sent to keep at first, which were 
at a great distance when Dean Frukey seized 
the milch cows ; but we wanted water, which 
was a great misfortune to us, since our ene- 
mies were so near that we could fetch none al^ 
the day before. 

The next morning we were all up by break 
of day, and every man at his station, according 
to appointment the day before. 1 was posted 
behind my master, who had two, guns, one of 
which I was to load, jwhile he fired with the 
other. It was broad day before the enemy be? 
gan the attack ; they fired so briskly upon us, 
that, for near a quarter of an hour together, we 
could not see them for smoke ; but, as soon as 
their fire abated, we returned it as hotly upon 
them. On the second onset, they drew near- 
er ; and the lances flew briskly at one another; 
pne of which went through my lamber, and 
scratched me. I was a little surprised at first, 
but. soon recovering my spirits, I resumed theni 
the lance over the fortification, in the same 
manner as it came to me. The cattle w.ere 
very troublesome to us ; for several of them 
being wojinded, they ran up and down, and 
put the rest into confusion. We fought thus 
' ' ' for 
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for four hours successively, with great warmth 
on both sides ; till Dean Crindo perceiving he 
could not enter the town, recalled his forces, 
and withdrew to his camp. Dean Mephontey 
and Dean Mevarrow were for sallying out, but 
Dean Mephontey's son, Batoengha, with much 
diflSiculty persuaded them to desist, suspecting 
an ambuscade. Several were JdUed on both 
sides, and some wounded, whom we convey- 
ed out of the town, when the engagement was 
over, to their wives. We buried our dead un- 
der the fortification, and sent out spies to ob- 
serve the motions of the enemy, who brought 
us intelligence that they were very quiet, and 
that their whole time was spent in killing 
cattle, an4 fetclung wood to dress provisions. 
When this news was confirmed, and we were well 
assured that they would give us no more trouble 
for that day, our people killed, and dressed beef 
likewise ; but we were parched up with thirst. 
You might have seen men with their tongues 
lolling out of their mouths through excessive 
heat This want of water is the most intoler- 
able of all calamities, and a misery too great 
for words to express. I have before observed, 
that when I first came into this country, I felt 
the anguish of it for almost four days, and 
found, by woful experience, that there was no 
comparison between hunger and thirst. I had 
relief, however, sooner than my neighbours ; 
for my master sent me and two slaves, with 
provisions for my mistress and those who ac- 
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(CCNEnpanied her, where, by the way, we .found 
ia little wat6r. 

I had some di^culty, nqtwitiistanding all 
xny precautipji, to ^d the p}^ce where 1 1^ 
her the night befpre ; however, I gpt there at 
last* 3h^ seemed in gr<Bat concern for pvir wel- 
fare, and drownpd in tevs ; for, hearing the 
guns firing, and, at length, ceasing all at once, 
she imagined the towji was taken, ^d her husr 
band killed j butth^ sight of me dispelled all 
those melanchply clouds. I cut down peTeral 
boughs with large leaves i^ppn them, which 
sferved very well for dishes a»d plates; and 
tutting the roast meat I brought with pie into 
pieces, I served it up to my mistres$ ; and 
though she had »Pt> as some may probably rer 
mark, sp much delicacy as some of our fine 
ladies of her birth and distinction in Europe, 
yet she enjoyed as grateful a repast, ^d, I may 
venture ^o say, was as well satisfied, asi t^ey 
would have l^een in her then circumstances. 
When s^ie was served, I divided the rem^der 
amongst my fellowrservant$, her ysromen, who 
were her attendants. My prd^rs t>eing to stay 
with her, I sent the two men ^way, who had 
brought a very considerable quantity of raw 
meat, and in the night I made a fire to dress 
it, which could not be discerned thrpugh so 
thick a wood, whereas, in the day-time, the 
smoke might have discovered us. I went at 
some distance and dug up several wild yams ; 
these were very agreeable, on account of their 
' moisture, 
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moisture, this place being destitute of water ; 
t)ut none of them, how much soever they might 
long for theip, would venture to dig for them- 
selves till I came, lest the noise might betray 
them to the enemy. 

At night we sat very sociably round the fire, 
whilst I entertained them with the story of the 
engagement, and the dangers I had escaped. I 
also roasted my meat ; and himg part of it up in 
one tree, and part in another, out of the reach of 
the wild dogs and foxes, with which this coim- 
try aboxmds. When it grew late, I told them 
I had no bed to lie on, having forgot my mat 
in the hurry j they laughed at this, and my 
mistress said, sure, Robin, you do not think 
but we will make room for one man amongst 
us ; and then bid me make choice of my place. 
Now, I could be free and jocose enough with 
the young women slaves, though not with her- 
sdf, yet I laid rhyself down close by them all 
night, and I can assure my reader we were very 
innocent. 

I must here confess I could not but wonder, 
at first, why my master trusted ine so readily 
with his wife, contrary to his care of her in re- 
gard to other men, and to the custom of the 
country; but when I began to reflect how 
dangerous it was for any woman, who was li- 
able to be called to an account for all Jier ac- 
tions, to carry on an amour with a white man, 
the wonder ceased; for should a woman prove 
\vith child, the colour of the offspring would 

betray 
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betray its mother, if not point out the father. 
But I must not let this pass with any thing 
which may be misconstrued to this lady's pre- 
judice ; for I solemnly declare, I never once 
discovered in her the least criminal inclina- 
tion ; notwithstanding what may be said here, 
or elsewhere, of some such freedoms as would 
appear too condescending, and be censured as 
too forward in our European women. 

We arose by day-break, and listened very 
attentively, to h^ir, if we could, the noise of 
giuis, but none were discharged ; and a short 
time after the two men came again to us, and 
brought us more provisions. They informed 
us, that Dean Crindo had sent a menacing mes- 
sage to Dean Mephontey, to let him know that, 
unless he obliged Dean Mevarrow to come to 
him, and submit to his determination of the 
quarrel between him and Dean Frukey, that 
he would humble their pride, and remain there 
with his army till he starved them ; and more- 
over, he would guard the watering place so 
strongly, that they should not dare to approach 
it. Dean Mephontey, on the other hand, re- 
turned as resolute an answer ; that he was un- 
der no apprehensions of starving, having pro- 
visions enough of all kinds ; a great number 
of cattle and other conveniences for them to 
live 09 for three months ; but besides, he had 
strength sufficient to force his way out of the 
town whenever he thought proper ; and advis- 
ed Dean Crindo, for that reason, not to put it' 
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to the hazard of a trial, but to move off, and 
rest contented with the repulse he had already 
met with. 

After the men had told their tale, they re- 
turned home, and we all went to digging of 
yams ; even my mistress condescended to make 
one amongst us : So I sharpened sticks for 
. them, and they pulled off their lambers, to keep 
them clean, notwithstanding some of them 
were such worthless things, that a rag-woman 
in England would scarce have picked them up. 
My mistress's, indeed, was a fine silk one, of 
various colours, and very large, hanging al- 
most down to her feet, with a handsome fringe 
at the bottom. They made more free with 
me than they would with some others ; saying, 
with a smile, that they did not look upon me 
as a man, since I discovered no warm, or amo- 
rous inclinations. My reader, perhaps, will 
scarce believe me, when I assure him, there 
were amongst them such beauties, as were not 
much inferior to our European ladies, except 
their colour ; but my behaviour and resoluf 
tion were actually such, at that time, and long 
after, that I told them, I resolved never to 
entertain any thoughts of women, till I return^ 
ed to England, my native country. They re- 
plied, they were sure I should be mistaken. 
However, I lived very idly indeed, but merrily 
enough, during the few days I coiitinued here, 
there being about a dozen women besides 
my mistress. And for my part, I did not 
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care how long the war lasted j for my provi- 
sion was given me all the time, and I had no 
work to do. As to the dangers that attended 
war, I did not concern myself about them j I 
had nothing to lose but my life, which, con- 
sidering the circumstances I was in, and the 
small hopes I had of ever getting home, was 
but a burden to me ; but we had not yet seen 
all the miseries of a civil war. 

Every morning we used to listen, to hear, if 
possible, the noise of guns ; when, at length, 
one of the slaves came to us alone, without 
any meat, and having seated himself, (as slaves 
in particular always do before they speak), 
he told us, tJiat Dean Crindo was gone away, 
and that my master had sent for us home. 
This was yery agreeable news ; so we sat down 
to breakfast together, sung, and were as jovial 
as so many beggars. My mistress was in a 
hurry to be gone, for she was uneasy till she 
paid her respects to her husband : As soon as 
ever she saw him, she fell upon her knees, and 
licked his feet, and he returned her compli- 
ment, after the manner of the country, by 
touching of her nose. ^ 

Now the reason of Dean Crindo's sudden 
departure was, an information that Dean Mur- 
nanzack had seized six hundred of his cattle ; 
he might have taken them all indeed, if he 
would, but he did this only to begin the dis- 
pute. We staid, however, a week longer at 
Dean Mephontey's town, till we were better 
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informed how the matter stood between them ; 
and that there was nothing to fear on that side. 
Dean Crindo, it seems, had sent to Dean Mur- 
nanzack, to know the reason why he seized 
those cattle ; and whether he was determined 
to take Dean Mevarrow's part ? The answer 
he received was, that he did it to shew him his 
right of dominion ; notwithstanding he doubted 
hot, but that he would dispute his title with 
him, as unjustly as he had usurped it. 

Tins was a mortifying stroke, and happened 
at a very unlucky juncture. Dean Muman« 
zack was always a formidable competitor, and 
was looked on as such, whenever he thought 
proper to maintain his right; and he doubt- 
less embraced this opportunity on purpose, 
when Dean Crindo had weakened his interest, 
by aflfronting Dean Mevarrow, Dean Sambo, 
and their friend Dean Mephontey. Crindo 
was soon convinced of his error, and endea- 
voured to soften matters, by sending mes- 
sengers to all of them, to tell them, that what 
he did, was with no other view than to chastise 
his grandsons ; and what was highly requisite, 
to restore that peace and tranquillity which 
they and his son Frukey had disturbed; though 
he began with the former, yet Frukey, had he 
proved refractory, should have felt the weight 
of his resentment as well as others : He hoped, 
therefore, that they would consider his good 
intention, and not break friendship with him. 

Three 
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Three or four days after this^ we departed 
from Dean Mephontey's.; but first returned 
him many thanks for these generous testimo* 
nies of his friendship and hospitality. We 
"went home, (or rather homeward only) for 
though we found our way, and the place of out 
late abode, yet not a house was left to put our 
heads in. Our plantations too were totally de- 
molished, and the very barns and storehouses 
reduced to ashes, so that we had nodiing to 
live on but what the woods afforded, and a 
few cattle among the richest and chiefest men, 
who were in fact very good, and communicat- 
ed to their poor neighbours. 

• The town being so absolutely demolished, 
as not to be repaired. Dean Mevarrow deter- 
mined to build a new one ; and searching for 
a commodious place, at length he foxmd a 
wood so thick, that a dog could not creep into 
it. This, therefore, was more than half forti- 
fied to his hand, and pitched upon according- 
ly. A vacancy was soon made in it ; the men 
cut down the trees, bushes, and briers, and 
the women and children conveyed them away ; 
so that in about three days we cleared a large 
space to erect our houses on : However, as it 
was summer-time, we were not in so much 
haste for houses, as for fences against an ene- 
my. We fortified it, therefore, with bodies 
of trees^ which we cut about sixteen or eigh- 
teen feet in length ; these we drove into the 
ground, so close together that no creature what- 
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ever could possibly get between them. But 
as one row only of these poles of trees was 
not thought a siifficient security, we made three 
or four, one within another, round the whole 
circumference of the town, leaving no other va- 
cancy than a small, and private passage for the 
conveyance of our women, children, and slaves, 
away with safety, in case of an enemy's ap- 
proach ; and this was so contrived, as not to 
be discerned with ease, or known by strangers^ 
We made but one gateway or entrance, and 
diat not only narrow too, but defended with 
four prodigJLous thick and substantial doors^ 
one within another. 

The walls being completed, nothing more 
remained to do, but each man to erect a house, 
of what extent he thought proper, for himself 
and his family. We who were slaves to Dean 
Mevarrow, took care to build his first ; some 
of us cut wood, others fetched grass in order 
to fill up the sides ; whilst I, and about thirty 
more, went a tedious way, at least ten miles, 
for annevoes, which are the leaves of a tree 
like those of a cocoa-nut ; these we split, and 
covered the house with, for they make a thatch 
much neater, and stronger than any in Eng- 
land« But these trees were so scarce, and at 
such a distjance, that a single man could not 
go often enough, in any reasonable time, to 
collect the leaves ; and notwithstanding we 
went in such a body, we were obliged to go 

twice, 



Digitized by 



Googk 



144 ADVENTURES OF 

twice, for a sufficient quantity to co'^er taf 
master's house. 

When we had finished my master's seat, w6 
went about our lesser appartments ; and a* at 
Dean Mephontey's a small one served my tufn^ 
so it did here in like manner ; for notwith- 
standing ail our strong walls and fortifications, 
I much questioned whether we should be able 
to keep them long ; neither did we, as it prov- 
ed soon after : So I made my hut no bigger 
than just to have room sufficient to stretch my- 
iself at full length, ^Jid make a fire in, should I, 
by good fortune, find any victuals to dress. 

About a week after we were settled in our 
new town, a messenger (or rather an ambassa- 
dor) arrived from Dean Murnanzack, with about 
twenty in his retinue. His business was to 
souild Dean Mevarrow's inclinations, and (if 
they found a favourable opportunity) to de- 
sire his friendship and assistance. He soon 
found there were good grounds to hope for 
success, and for that reason, delivered his mes- 
sage the first night he came. To which Dean 
Mevarrow returned in answer, he would take 
it into consideration, consult with his people, 
and give him his determinate answer the next 
morning. In the mean time, he gave him a 
slave's house for his immediate accommoda- 
tion, as is customary on such occasions ; and 
sent a bullock, for the entertainment of him 
and his attendants. In the next place, he sent 
out messengers to all the chiefs and freemen, 
1 to 
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to come and coi^pult with him on an aSair of 
the last importance. I was pi^esent^ zfjf^ saw 
this assembly^ As sodn as Dean Mevaff ow^ 
and his brdther De^ Sainbo^ were seated, the 
principals placed themselves dn either hand; 
and the other frcfemefn on each side of them. 
, Dean Mevarrow opefned the consultation,' by 
telling them^ diat Dean MnrnanziCqk had sen.t 
a very honourable messenger to him, to ask 
his friendship and gf^sistapce; We must not 
forget, says he, that Dean Murnahzack proved 
of sii^ular service ta us in the qusfrrel we 
once had with Dean Terinerre, therefore,' c6n- 
sider we are much indebted to him Upon that 
%coTei Consider, moreover, that GhaJutry ^nd 
Frukey will ever be irreconcileable enemies, so' 
long as we detain their wives and families } and 
you concur with me not t6 deliver th£m^ with- 
out a due return of all our cattle, which they 
obstinately refuse : Then, ais Dean Crindo is 
their father^ he, doubtless^ will be partial, not- 
withstanding his seeming pretensions to peace,- 
and a£fected regard for justice } but in what 
manner he has lately used us^ is too fre^sh in 
ajll your memories to need repetition^ Thfii 
justice of Dean Murnanzack*s claim to the do^ 
minion, is, I presume, indisputable j whether 
Dean Crindo may not justify himself^ as affairs 
now standi in assuming th€ authorivy^ id what 
we shall notj at this jt^iicture, fek^ into con- 
sideration; but it is highly requisite for us 
t9 consider, whether Dean Mxlrnanza^k ha^ 
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Strength enough to maintaii) the dispute^ ^aiid 
protect ns and such other friends as. may be 
inclined to join him^ This requires the most 
mature deliberation ; the chance of war is v^y 
precarious, and you have families, slaves, and 
cattle to lose, as well as I ; weigh well, dierOi- 
fore, the matter in hand, and let me have your 
resolution, with which I shall readily concur^ 

They argued the point for some considerable 
tiitie, and consulted not only what would be 
be most conducive to their interest, but reflect- 
ed on the dangerous situation they were in,and 
that it was most probable they should be saf*- 
est in joining with Dean Murnanzack. Thwe^ 
'Upon tihiey agreed that one of them should de^ 
clare the result of their consultation to the dean. 
In the name of the rest, therefore, he desured 
him, if he Approved of their opinion, to con- 
tract, and enter into a solemn frienddiip with 
Dean Muman?ack ; and if so, they would faidi* 
fully observe, and support him to the utmost 
of their power. 

After I had seen the manner and form^ty 
of this grand assembly^ our Parliament ift Great 
Britain ran strangely in my head; I imagined 
this the very image of it J and, though I was but 
a lad when I went from home, yet, as my £sl^ 
ther kept a public house, to which the best of 
gentlemen resorted, I remember I have heard 
diem often disputing with one another ^ou^ 
the power of the prince to oblige the people- to 
4o what he pleased without Consulting them*; 
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'liiist osiers insisted, that a kiii|; had no power 
'ithottt « parliament. Then they would dis- 
at» about the origiii of paf liaments, and their 
ower^ and by whose means tlie Hse of them 
^as brought first into England : in this, too, 
ley seldom agreed^ Som6 said the Saxons 
itrodttodfd it} othfei-s maintained that it was 
F a more modern date ; whikt many wiere of 
ifferent of^inions from both. Now, mtethinks, 
iis artSftk fifti^ht be adjusted without any re- 
jrence to' awihors and Mdtorian^. That parlia- 
leixtsw^feestabltehedldng before di* Saxons or 
omaiM either, for I imagine^ that hot only Eng- 
nd,^ but sieverai othe^ countries besides, were 
ice, like Madagascar^ without the knowledge 
: letters afld Cdmid money ; and if that be 
le ca«e, k wa« thetS iifiptissible for princes to 
:ert that authority Over the people, or to dis- 
rse of thein contrary to their ihtei^est or in- 
inations $ for I look lipon those princes to be 
ce mij master, who neither had, nor could 
ird any separate army or intei'^st j but when 
ly Adighbour desired theii^ assistance, or any 
lemy* had injured thedij they assembled before 
e hou«5 of their chief, and there debated wha* 
e&SQP&d were xriosf proper to be taken for t!he 
K)^ of th«r country. ' If war was agreed on, 
esame ikentooktheir atins, aiid the sovereign, 

chiie^ h^kkd thenl, as my master did h*i*; 
d whm dley returned, each man went honie 

hia own fan^y. 'thu^ the people are their 
irfe vLtttif e^ defence, and the lord cOuld 
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never oblige them to do what th^ majority did 
jiot think convenient to be done, because he 
had no army to compel them. This was, 
doubtless, the condition of all other countries 
once, and must have continued so, had not 
people subjected themselves unwarily to the 
power of one man, by giving him wealth andau- 
thority, not only sufficient to raise an army, but 
to keep it in pay himself, and use it at discre^ 
tion for their defence, vnth which he most 
shamefully insulted and abused them. How- 
ever, in the state of nature, and the first esta- 
blishment of societies, this was the form o£go- 
yerjiment ; and, with due submission to the 
learned, I am of opinion, we need not turn over 
ijiany volumes to find the original of British 
Parliaments ; for they are of much earlier date 
than all their histories, or than letters thera^ 
selves ; and as to their power, it is grounded 
on the strongest basis, reason and nature. But 
to return to our stx>ry. - 

The alliance being unanimously resolved 
upoui Dean Mevarrow sent for the messenger 
the next morning, and told him, that he and 
his people, after mature ddiberation, were 
agreed to assist Dean Mumanzack, and designed 
that their friendship might be ratified jLtod fcl)feK 
nrmed with the usual solemnity. Hereupon 
g^n ox was immediately brought alid-lilled, the 
liver roasted, and stuck oii lances, and Dean 
Mumanzack's ambassador, and a deputy t)f 
t>ean Meyarrow's, eat the liver between them, 
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re|)eati&g the imprecation we have mentioned 
before, that they wished it might prove poi- 
soxi, and a further curse might be sent by God 
upon that party who first broke the alliance. 

After this solemn ratification, the ox was di^ 
vided between the anikbassador's people and 
ours, who were present, and both ate it to*- 
gether, after which, he and his attendants de- 
parted. And now,' Dean Mevarrow repented 
^ that he had built this new town, for he would 
have gone and lived near Dean Murnanzack, 
whose country bordered on Merfaughla on one 
side, and was within ten or a dozen miles on 
the other side of Fenno-arevo. He had three 
brethren ; Dean Mussecorrow, who lived near 
him ; Dean Afferrer, who lived on the moun-? 
tains of Yong-gorvo, of whom we shall have 
occasion to give a larger account hereafter ; and 
.Rer Mimebolambo, the youngest, who lived 
but about five miles from us to the eastward ; 
and this last being so very near us, we were 
ready at h^d to join in any enterprize, or tQ 
aid aiKl assist one another. However, we did 
not think ourselves safe, and therefore we took 
care not to let Dean Crindo know our resolu* 
lutions, till we had made one expedition, and 
-after that, we made ourselves inore secure. 

Bat the course of my narrative naturally 
leads me to a detail of Dean Murnanzack's at- 
tack on Dean Mundumber's town, where he 
ttiok 300 cattle, and a great number of women 
and children j for it is not customary to take 
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mmff'^POfn*^ if tfeey caiwot gee away ft^ 
tbeir ^npuiies, they are immediately cut q& 
J^^img the captives were Dean Mundumber's 
wife and daught^^ the only child he ever had, 
Having plundered the town, thpy were going 
to reduce it to ashe^^ but Dean Murmanzack 
prevented them ; an4 s^aixhingintQ the plain^ 
waited to s^ if J>e^ Mundumber would rallyi 
ftnd' give hnn battle. His people ajqpeared, in* 
4e^9 h^% at a great distance, not danng tp come 
neai?er; whifrh, ^3 soon as he perceirpd, he 
jnarched homewards^ but firat did a very go? 
jierous action, and sent back Dean Mundumt 
ber's wife and daughter tp him, telling her he 
f^d i)ot intend it as a complimqit to her hxistr 
band) but as a token oi |u8 respect to herwlf 
^,^d f:|mily,she b^ng niece to tk» long of Yimg^ 
Pwl> one of the roost powerful princes on tiufr 
island, fior did he do i|: vnth any view diat 
he should return %hp like favour, for he had no 
wife, and was wjsll assured, by God'a asaistk 
ance, who wpuM favour his just cause, that • it 
would never be in bis power to prove |ffe|udr 
cial to any of his relations* 

As soqn as De^ <[]!rindo heard that his stmis 
fown was taken^ he thought it high timp to 
seek i^venge ^ and accordingly, lUDstBred up a 
great sfrmy, thff^ateniujg to lay the copntry 
waste, tp ilestroy ail the nien, and make slaves 
pf their wives an^ children. He sent, Hkewiee^ 
IK) our master to join hini, but he peremptoqiy 
Refused, saying, lip ^^^^4. P^ver jom vnth his 
. professed 
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pfoBtsmd' enracxies, agamM his experienced 
friends. Howevefi he did not declare his ia^ 
mrnkms of.op^sing hiih. They both sent t0 
Jkan Mephomey, but he refused to be co©t 
corned on either side^ and kjept his word ; fov 
his dpminions extending to tj^ riyer Maoder^ 
ra, the boundaries of AntMiosa, he was^.appre*- 
hmisive that the inhabitants c^ those part9 
might take the advantage of his absence, plun** 
dep his towns, and lay waste his country. 

Whai Dean Crindo marched from FeuAo-' 
arevo, he did not wholly abandon his towns^ 
but lefta considerable nuxnb^ of men in them, 
for fear of Rer^ Mimebdambo and Afferyer^ 
He h^ no jealousy of us, however ; whilst hp 
ions gone, Rjqt Mimebolambo and my mastef 
joiaed forces, and went out to *ee what thejr 
fiouM find. They soon surprised three tpwiis^ 
fbr-the men made a very weak resistance j s^ 
they brought oflP about 200 cattle and 50 slaves^ 
My.mastsr was diwovered by having a white 
man. (meanmg myself ) along with him. This 
^ras altx^i^er unexpected to them, and Dean 
Crindo's wife immediately sent him nc^c^ 
-thereirf, and that she was in no small concern 
cmthat account. : To which infoifmatdon he re^ 
tiamesd for answer, that he would soon dispatcli 
the business he waiS about, and then he would 
be amply levesigsed of Dean Mev^row* But; 
iwe took care to be provided for him. 
•^Inosorway hQnieward8,the eattle and slaves 
ivereequnUy divide between Dean Mevafrov 
ii . K 4 and 
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and Rer Mtmebolambo^ and thdy then camei^ 
this resoludori, that it was s^bsolntely necessary 
lor them to Iiv6 together in pne town. Ours wae 
the strongest, but Aot so big as we could wish, 
theirs was of si larger extent, and they had^ 
tnoreover, afcundante of empty houses, wimJi 
Vere deserted by those who went away tippn 
the w4r?s breaking out ; so it was agreed we 
Should settle there. W6 lost no time, for ]ditt 
very day we went home, we packed up all oui 
goods, and marched away directly to Mer« 
haundroveita,' which was die name dF Rer jM&t 
mebolambo's town, ancl abandoned our own 
in less than a fortnight after we had built it* 
Thus w^re we driven abput like oih; wiid 
boars, that change their holes every day, and 
jfly from one wood to andther, Jest the wild 
dogs should find them outl And we were mA 
only forced to secure ourselves against the sm^ 
f)rises of a body of our enemies, but'asrwe 
lived so near one another, three, or four, of 
half a dozen of their m^n would often lie lurk^ 
ing in the woods near to\fns, and catch a yro^ 
hian^ child, or slave of ours, that hapjpened ti 
fetroll out oil any occasion whatever ; "kscl^T 
ging of wild yams, &c. so that we had'litrib 
else to eat but beef j aiid sti^h as had it of thirir 
bwn gave it td tiiose who had none. * * 

Hov^ev^t, Ihid an empldym«9lit here, yrhkk 
maintained ^ me ha:nds(Mnd jr ^bugh ; - aixd : Jt 
$eemed in if ^tot^d^e had thought 1^: to afl^ 
feoiht it, on purpDise for ^y support in tlus 
1 « - seasonable 
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MasoAal>l6 conjuncture. Few of this part of thf 
island will eat any be^, unless it is killed by 
pne descended from a racfe of kings ; now my 
niaster, just b^ore the war broke out, grow* 
ing haughty to excess, and having none but 
himself, and his brother, to execute th^se high 
offices, they werp sometimes obliged to go five 
or six miles tp kill an ox : He at last reflect* 
ed, thattibese people have an exalted opinion 
of all white moi ; and taking me for the cap- 
taints son, whom they looked upon to be ni> 
wise infmor to a king, I was thought of ho- 
nourable descent enough to be preferred to the 
dignity of a butchei:, though in fact, I did no- 
tbmg more than cut the throat of the beast, 
jmd they carved him up themselves : However, 
(&r this I always had my fee, which was a 
kfge. piece of meat. Though my master, and 
some others as discerning as himself, plainly 
perceived that this was a very idle custoni, yet 
he kxm^ tiiat the vulgar are not to be opposed 
in their old Way% be they ever so ridiculous 
and absurd ; and had Dean Mevarrow obsti- 
-nately dj»:lined this office, and called it a mere 
caprice of theirs, such an abrupt innovation 
would, in all j^-obability, have been attended 
with almost a general desertion ; for they would 
instantly have gone and lived under other 
lords. : He contrived^ therefore, to substitute me 
in his room, and by that means did (as all wise 
{^ver«»rs will) seemingly qopform to custom 
to himiour the people ; yet, by an ingenious 

-expedient. 
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eKpedienfi shifted ott£Tcm himself a iu«aii and 
troublesome employment. 

The neKt moriiing the cattle were di^idi^^ 
my master had ten, hi$ brother 8tic, and the 
prmcipal men otm a piece ; some odiers had 
one between two, and we slaves one betweetk 
four of nSi For my part I wanted no beef, for 
i was often employed, during my residence in 
thid town, to kill the beasts : I was obliged^ 
howevel:, to agree with my parmers to kill ours^ 
for they had little enough, though I had plenty* 
I lived tolerably well here, often e:Kchan^g 
beef for potatoes, &cv with the town's peqple } 
and here we heard of the havock Dean Craulo 
had made in the country. The pec^e who 
were allied to Dean Murnanzack, and dwek 
in small towns, left their habitations, and re- 
moved with their families and cattle beyond 
Dean Murnanzack's, toward the sea, where they 
were sheltered under his protection. Whe» 
Dean Crindo came to such towns as were aban^c 
doned, hfe burnt them down, and utterly de- 
stroyed the plantations, pulling up every thii^ 
by the roots, as if his intention was tg create a 
famine in the country. 

Dean Mumanzack was all this time' with 
his brother Mussecorrow, on his march to*- 
wards them, and had such good intelligence, 
that, under the cover of a wood, he came unr 
discovered almost upon them. They were 
then ravaging a very large plantation of poC00> 
toes, and some others not far distant from it. 
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JHb idtv^ed his samxy into four pans, jf^lring 
to attack tl^m on all sides, whilst they were 
thm miAchievously brat, aod boldly shewed 
hsB face in front, whom they hnnied to op*- 
jpoae; the other parties fired each from their 
post, killed several, and put tibe rest into con^* 
ibsion. However, they made a vigorous re- 
jiistance, retreating, and fi>rcing their way into 
a wood, where it was almost impossible to fol* 
low them. Here Dean Crindo rallied them, 
And disposed them in good order, each either 
iinder his jown, or oi^ of his- sons' command ; 
for Mundumber, Chahary , and Frukey, his three 
0<ms, were with him* They were much supe<- 
irk>r in number to die other; some said, near 
^ice ^s mstAj ; which Dean Mumanzack was 
no stranger to, nor to the courage of his uncle ; 
but he was resolute, notwithstanding, to engage 
him : And though he had time diffident to have 
retreated, yet he only marched back into the 
plain, to secure an advantageous ground, and 
have time to form his army, which he did ac- 
cordingly, and waited fm* his enemy's a^^oach 
to ^tackiiinu It was not long bdbre the en- 
gagement began, which was carried on with 
great vigour and warmth on both sides ; till 
Dean Mumanzack perceiving his brother Mus^ 
secorrow's division begin to give ground, he 
was determined to make a bold push himself; 
and throwing away his gun, with six ^all 
lances in his hand, he challwiged several of his 
principal men to follow him, if they durst, in* 

to 
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to the thickest of the ^^my's body, whid^ 
they very gallantly did ; but he, being fore- 
most, ran like ^i enraged lion, and, in spite of 
all their fire and flying lances, came to close 
quarters, hand to hand, with his lances ; smd 
those gallant men with him, following his ex^ 
ample, drove all that division of their en^siy's 
army back, and put it imo tuter ccmfusion^ 
who not being able to abide their fury, ran 
aWay. They broke into the very part where 
Dean Crindo himself was posted, who had been 
struck through with a lance by one of Mur* 
nanzack's companions, had not the dean him« 
<ielf very generously prevented it, desiring them 
not to kill his uncle. He left his people to 
pursue them, whilst he ran to the aid and as^ 
siscance of Mussecorrow, who, at the same 
time, made a vigorous push, being ashamed to 
be outdone ; how6ve|^^^ttl&y had been utteiiy 
ruined had . not Depi Mi^anzack himself 
stept in to th^r assistance in diat cridcai con* 
juncture ; but they were soon in one general 
disorder, flying tow^ds the woods with the 
utmost precipitation, where Dean Mumanzack 
followed them to prevent them from rallying j 
and carried on the ptursuit, till he saw they 
were quite disjpirited, and making homewards 
to recruit themselves. 

Dean Crindo pwceiving he could do no good 
with Murnanzack, was . determined not to be 
idle, and permit Dean Mevarrow and Rer Mi- 
mebolambo to joip forces ; so, ou,t of policy, as 
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trell as revenge, he resdlved to attack us first. 
But no sooner had he declared his intentions, 
and made {^reparations for that purpose, than a 
friend of Mevarrow's came out by night, and 
acquainted him therewith : On this informa- 
tion he held a consultaticm with Rer Mimelxv- 
lambo about their defence, and in order there- 
to, considering there were so many cattle in 
town as woidd di^iurb them in an engage- 
Bd^at, he proposed to send ps^t of them to Dean 
Mumanzack's, where the other people had se- 
cured tlieirs. Rer Mimebcdambo woidd send 
none of his ; my master, however, willing to 
have something to subsist on, in case dhiey 
should lose what they had here, picked out 40 
beasts ; smne of our richest men also sent six, 
and others more (ht less ; in short, there were 
in all about fourscore and ten beasts separated 
frmn the rest, to be sent away. I perceiv^ 
what was going f(»rward, and would fain have 
conc^ed myself, for I did not know whether 
I should live so well there as here y besides, it 
was a large number for one perscm to take care 
q£ But there was no remedy ; nobody else 
would send a slave with me, and my master 
himself would spare no more than one, and he 
looked upon me as the best qualified of any 
one man to do it. Whereupon he gave orders 
^ six or seven men, well ann^ to guard and 
conduct me, and I took my leave of my friends 
and acquaintance, and proceeded accordingly. 

We 
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We were farced tx> gdrocmd'abcrat) faf tev^rai 
tedious tti^ractiaed wiys^ and to iock out m 
narrowly as possible, lest oar eneimes should 
intercept us ; but we embraced a^ very farroor^ 
abie c^portvmity^ when they were all dispirited 
by their defeat, zvd suspected nothing of any 
such prize bemg near than : So in two days 
we arriyed at De»i Afferrer's town, situated oir 
the hills of Yong-gorroy where we staid twd 
days to rest our oui^ and were going upMk 
the third in the moroing, at which time we 
heard a shell blow. TMs alarmed ixdt cmly 
the town, but the wdiiole country; they ran in^ 
mediately to defend due passage up the hilly 
(for there is Imt one) when instandy catme twt^ 
messengers fncnn Dean' MurnanzadK to DeaM 
A£^er, to acquaint hb&y that he was at th« 
bottom €£ the hill, in order to pay hhn a visit; 
Wh»i my guardian saw them join, and- found 
it was Dean Murnanzach, they went (iats soonr 
as the usual compiimemts were pam: between^ 
the twa brothers) to Dean Mumanaack, and 
informed him that De^en Mevarrow had senr 
some cattle,, and a proper person to look after 
them, in order to be comreyed somewfeefe u^fW 
der his protection^ Me desired diem to thanic 
Dean Mevarrow for hia friendship and assist-* 
smce, and assure him, that his catde should 
have all die care taken of thentimagiuabie^ luid 
be put amongst his own« As soon as they hsCd 
deliyered up their charge, they took their lea^e 
of me and returned. 

When 
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•^ytog^ ht^imr^t heard c^ a white wmi b«mg 
|mt updu that employment. I made answer : 
smce it was my master's plea8iu*e^ I did not 
dunk prop^ to dispute it with him, and would 
^cecute my office as well as I could. 
.. Three days after. Dean Murnanzack w^3tt 
homewards, gixing oni^s to three servants to 
aadst me,.and we fi^lowed in the rear ; we had 
also above a dozen other people with us, wha 
carried provision, bedding, &cc. £w their maa^ 
ters. As soon as we were down, the hiU, I dis^ 
covert a new soene; the aoilwas of a quite 
different nature, as well a3 colour i yellow clay 
with stones, wluch made my feet very uneasy^ 
Imymg b^n used to a sandy ground hd[^K ; 
however, I was soon inur^ to it. The trees, 
likewise, were di^S^nt: much k^tier, and more 
straight and regular. This was the ^ace I had 
often wished to ^ee^. on account of the wild 
ea;ttle of vduch I had heard so much. I soon 
:^Hmd Jthe large tracks d^y made through the 
woods, which tendered the driving mine much 
e$ieier here than in other woods* 
. About noon we lay down u> refresh our- 
!|^ves in a grove. The whole couixry is very 
lieaxKtiliil, and wdl waltered widi spnngs and 
limal^a. ..They soon shewed me some wild 
cattle, whichweaoe standing vtnder the covert 
of.the trees ; I was very desirous of viewing 
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them closer, and taking a: gun in xhy haifd I 
went towards them, but when I was got within 
thirty yards, I was obliged to creep on the 
ground and conceal myself as well as I conld 
with the grass, which is very higlu Be£3re I 
came up to them, I saw three bulls running 
directly towards me ; their eyes sparkled with 
fire, their ears pricked upright, and they foam-* 
ed at the mouth ; in all probability, they fled 
from some that gave them chase* They put me 
into such a terrible fright, that I thought of 
nothing but firing at them, to save myself from 
being torn to pieces j but, as Providence would 
have it, I fired, and wounded cme so deeply, 
that he fell. Though I was safe with respect 
to him, I expected the others would have at^ 
tacked me ; and, to avoid their fury, I lay flat 
on my face, not daring •to stir, till, hearing no 
noise, but the halloos of my compani^cms at a 
distance, I looked up, and found that all of 
them were run away, except the wounded one, 
which lay kicking on the ground. However^ 
I durst not go near him, till my friends came 
up, and put us both out of our pain, by cutting 
his throat, and applauding me for my courage 
and being so expert a marksman. How coch 
trary to one's expectation things often happen! 
I imagined they would have laughed at me for 
my cowardice, and, by mist^ and mere 
chance, I was looked upon as one of naore than 
common, courage as well as conduct* 

WhilM 
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Whilst they were cutting up the bull; I could 
not forbear gazing with admiration on those 
which diey called wild cattle j and in fact they 
are so, but they are so like those in England, 
that I could then perceive no manner of diflFe-» 
rence : Nor have I been able since to discover 
any^ excq;)t in two trivial particulars ; the horns^ 
I take it, of our English bulls are somewhat 
shorter, and their bellowings deeper. When 
we had cut up our beef, we roasted some part 
of it, and pleased oiurselves with the thoughts 
of our masters having left us behind, because 
we should not -spoil their sport j we happened^ 
however, on tetter luck than they, and had 
not only beef to eat sooner than they, but got 
scffne ready to dress for them at thfe place of 
rendezvbus at night : This bull-beef, you may 
be sure^ could not be any thing extraordinary j 
nor anywise equal to the flesh of such . as are 
tame, especially after it had run so far, and 
soixard, before it was killed. These wild cattle 
will give the hunters a chase, sometimes of 
several miles together, after they are wounded ; 
which makes the flesh but indifferent meat, 
especially if it be a bull ; but people in want 
are glad of what comes first to hand. For these 
wild cattle are a great help to such as live in 
the remote parts ; who, in necessitous times, 
come here a hunting r However, they are fre- 
quently foimd in another vast tract of forest 
land of, some hundred miles extent, of which, 
aiwi of their supposed original, I shall have an 
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occasion hereafter to give a particular account. 
The place where we baited at noon, and lay 
this night, were very agreeable and d^ghtful 
groves J and indeed, all this country is so, for 
several days journey together : It abounds with 
wild honey, wild boars, and such a variety of 
pleasant fruits, that men may not cmly find 
enough to satisfy their hunger and thir^st, but 
to indulge their luxurious appetites, vwthout 
the fatigue of any cultivation ; and there aure 
inany who live in a state of indolence and ease* 
Amongst the most wholesome as well as de- 
licious fruits of the earth, and that which I 
first tasted of here, is their faxmgidge ; it grows 
(as my companions shewed me) in the thickest 
woods. They search first for the place, which 
is a tender creeper, or wild vine,, that takes 
hold of a trecj or any thing near it, twining 
round the trunk, and shooting into several 
branches^ like a vine, I never perceived that 
it bore any fruit, and was surprised, when they 
told me it was the root of this which produced 
the faungidge ; however, instead of digging at 
the root, they went half a dozen yards at least 
from it, and struck the ground with the points 
tof their lances, to observe where it sounded 
hollow, and digging there, they found the 
faungidge* The root spreads a great way un- 
der ground, and but few of the branches bear 
the faungidge ; so that it would be to little 
purpose to trace it from the spot where it ap- 
pears above ground* The first I saw was not 

much 
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milch less in bulk than one of our gallon run- 
lets : It 19 red, and very smooth without, and 
the coat is as thin as parchment ; the inside is 
white, and has a toilky juice ; it feats as soft 
as a water-melon, but has no seeds in it ; it is 
both meat and drink, very wholesome, and al- 
ways eaten raw. 

The verliway is of the same species, and in 
all respects much like it j with this difference, 
bnly^ that the skin of the latter is thinner, but 
8o tough that it must be pared with a knife. 
There is another kind, called the verlaway-vo- 
ler, which is reckoned unwholesome : I once 
saw a man, who had tasted some of it, swell 
immediately, and was ready to die ; but by giv- 
ing him some melted fat to drink, he brought it 
tip, and soon recovered* This verlaway-voler 
is easily known, for it is much more beautiful to 
the eye than the other j and the leaf which 
spring^ from it is very diflPerent; 

The next day I was extremely diverted, for 
Dean Murnanzack did not leave us as he did 
the day before* In the morning, we saw a bull 
al6ne in the midst of a large plain ; the Dean^ 
byway of amusement, ordered us to stop^ whilst 
he, and two more^ drove my cattle toward the 
bull, who no sooner saw them, but he roared, 
and tore up the ground with his horns, as if 
he expected some enemy to oppose him ; but 
finding they were cows, he shewed aii inclina- 
tion to be better acquainted with them. The 
l)ean and his companions hid themselves un- 
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der cover of the cows ; they let them graze a 
little, and then drove them forwards, till the 
wild bull was amongst them ; as soon as he 
put his nose to a cow's tail, Dean Mnrnanzack, 
concealed under another cow's belly, stuck a 
lance in his flank ; away he ran with it^ but 
riot far before he had another in his side : And 
now they had room for the sport they aimed 
at, which was not unlike (as I have been in- 
formed) the diversion of a Spanish bull-feast. 
Several, by this time, joined in the chase; 
Jie ran near a mile outright before he stopped 
and txnrned to his pursuers, which they al- 
ways do when they are closely beset ; and then 
every one must take care of himself, for it is 
a very dangerous encounter, and so was here. 
The beast grew outrageous, and turning upon 
them, ran directly at the man who first wound- 
ed him ; whilst another, from behind, threw 
a lance into his flank ; then the bull turned 
again, as he always does, to the person who 
last wounded him, and the hunters being di- 
vided, to take him all ways, and keeping at a 
good distance likewise, as well to prevent hurt- 
ing one another, as to give him room to play 
in, they at length killed him ; but this some- . 
times proves a very tragical pastime. 

This night we lay in a wood, where we 
found faungidge in abundance ; thus we lived 
deliciously, with only the natural produce of 
the country. I tied up my calves every night, 
that my cows might not stray ; and was forced 
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to rise two or three times, to see that none of 
my cattle got amongst the wild ones ; for when 
they do, it is no small trouble to catch them 
again ; for whenever they see the others run, 
they follow likewise, as fast as they can. 
. The next day at noon, we halted at a spring, 
which rises from the highest hill in this island, 
called Vohitch Maner, or Red Hill ; Vohitch 
signifying an hill^ or mountain. I drove my 
cattle into a fine valley, where there was fine 
grass ; but a wild bull came amongst them, 
and covered one of my cows : I had a great 
inclination to kill him, though I almost shook 
for fear; they are terrible creatures to any 
body's apprehension who is not used to them, 
and my fear was the cause of my ill success ; 
for concealing myself under another cow, I 
took such an awkward aim at him, that I 
struck one of my own herd instead gf him. 
However, as the wound did not prove mortal, 
I concealed it, nor so much out of any appre- 
hension I had of my master's anger, as out 
of fear of being laughed at, for wounding a 
tame cow, instead of a wild bull. 

We set up early this afternoon, in a place 
commodiously situated near some good water ; 
and then we went out to search for wild ho- 
ney and faungidge. I had the good fortune to 
discover a large hole in a hollow tree, that was 
full of the former; I made a fire presently, 
and with a brand smoked the bees out. In 
die next place, I cut down a vounturk, to make 
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a vessel like a tub, to put my honey in* Thij^ 
vounturk is a free or plant, (for I do not well know 
what to call it) of a very particular shape andl 
nature : It grows upright as an arrow, about 
sixteen or eighteen feet in length, is thiri be- 
low, thick in the middle, and taper again above, 
like a nine pin. At the top there are two or 
three branches, that bear leaves of a great 
length ; in the spring they have blossoms, but 
I never saw any fruit that came to perfection. 
The outer bark is whitish, like old lead, and full 
of long thorns, which are easily struck oflF with 
a lance ; we, likewise, cut the bark all round, 
and the tree immediately falls down, not being 
able to support itself : After this, we take away 
what length we want, and pull out the spongy 
substance on the inside, till we come within three 
or four inches of the bottom. By this means, 
we make a vessel light and easy of carriage, 
and in one of these I secured my honey* The 
juice of this vounturk is good liquor, and even 
fit to boil any thing in, when wat^ is scarce. 
I foimd also some faimgidge. At my retnrn, 
I paid my respects to Dean Murnanzack, an<I 
made him a present of some of my honey j 
which is a compliment our lords always expectt 
It was now night, and they were going at 
l^eef-hunting : When they set out on purpose? 
to kill the best beasts, they always make choice 
of the darkest nights^ ' They permitted me, on 
my request, to accompany them ; but first or- 
dered me to wash myself, as they themselves 

•'■- ^ "■ •• • -^ did; 
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did, that we might not smell either of smoke 
or sweat. I would have taken two lances ac*^ 
cording to custom, but they obliged me to 
leave one behind me, lest two together might 
rattle in my hand. These cattle feed only in 
the night, and if all these precautions were not 
taken, they could never be surprised ; for they 
are always on their guard, snorting with their 
noses, and listening after their pursuers : We 
can hear them roar and bellow a great way off; 
by which we know where they are, and we are 
forced always to go round till they are direct- 
ly to the windward of us ; for otherwise they 
would soon scent us. As soon as we had got 
the wind and cattle right a-head, and were 
within hearing, we walked with all the circum- 
spection imaginable, cropping the top of the 
grass with our hands, as close as possible, to 
mimic, as well as we could, the noise a cow 
makes when she bites it. The moment they 
heard us they were all hush ; not one of them, 
bellowed or grazed, but seemed to listen with 
the utmcRt attentions Which, when we per- 
ceived, we all stood still likewise, without a 
whisper, whilst three or four, who under- 
stood the nature of it best, continued cropping 
the grass. When the cattle had listened, till 
{as we imagined) they took us for some of 
their own species, they returned to their graz- 
ing, and we walked with caution nearer, still 
mimicing them, as we moved softly along. 
Dean Murnanzack ordered me to keep behind, 

X 4 lest 
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lest they should discern my white skin, and be 
startled ; he also gave me his lamber to covw 
myself with, which was a large piec^ of black 
silk, so that if I had been near them, they could 
have seen nothing but my face, the grass ber 
ing above knee deep. 

At length we got amongst them, so that on^ 
of our men (as he told me), with some gras^ 
in his hand, and under the cover of a bush, 
took hold of the dug -of a cow, and finding sh^ 
gave no milk, he concluded she was not lean, 
for which reason he stuck his lance instantly 
into her belly, and drew it out again, making 
no othe^* motion. The cow thus wounded will 
give a spring, perhaps, and m^e a noise, as if. 
another had run her horns against her ; but 
this is §0/ common amongst them, that the 
herd is not anywise disturbed by it : So that 
our people stuck three or four after this man- 
ner, and left them, with an intention to come 
the next mprning, and track them by their 
j3lood ; for it is very dangerous to come near 
them in the night. As §oon as theyfind thenj- 
selves sorely wounded, they run from their 
companions, ?tnd will attack the first man th^y 
see. They are generally found actually dead, 
or fallen down in some wood, or shelter of 
bushes, a$ if they industriously endeavoured 
to conceal themselves.' No sooner had we de;- 
termined to depart, and I had returned Dean 
Murnanzack his lamber, but a c?il£, that had 
been mortally wounded, iDegan to make an hi- 
deous 
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ideous uproar ; and rtuming about, made the 
herd jealous : So that they ran away, and the 
jcalf made directly at me, and knocked me back- 
wards ; I catched hold of his leg, but cried out 
Justily for help. This accident ajflfbrded much 
mirth, and fixed a joke upon me afterwards, as 
^ stout fellow to cry out for assistance to cope 
with a calf. |iowever, they took him, cut him 
fx) pieces, and -carried him away, of whom we 
made a very good supper. I have been in- 
formed, th^^t notwithstanding these cattle are 
jBo wild, the cows will sometimes stand still to 
liave their dugs handled, and several of them 
have been milked in the dark into an horn ; 
however, as I never attempted this myself, I 
cannot absolutely vouch it for truth ; yet as 
I have heard so many affirm it, I think there 
are no just grounds to contradict it. 

We were in no hurry to get home, for not 
only our cattle, but we too, lived as well as 
we could desire there ; so that though we kept 
going forwards, yet we made several days more 
pf our jotirney than we should have done. A 
day or two after this beef-hunting, we had an 
accidental diversion of another kind : Our dogs 
had got the scent of some wild hogs that were 
got into a thicket, and were very busy in run- 
ning round it ; but could find no entrance for 
a considerable time. At length, however, they 
found the path which the swine had made, and 
attempted to enter the wood by it ; the pas- 
sage was defended by 'a large boar, who fought 
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die dogs with great fury, and wounded one of 
them in a very dangerous manner : Now what 
with the dogs on the one hand, and the swine 
on the other, there was such a yelping, grunt- 
ing, and howling, that the woods rang with 
their noise ; and one would have imagined, all 
the hogs in the island had met there by con- 
sent, in order to revenge their quarrel upon us. 
We laid down our burdens, and some of u6 
went up to them, armed widi guns and lances ; 
Dean Murnanzack shot the boar that wound- 
ed his dog ; whereupon, another in an instant 
defended the entrance, and fought so resolute- 
ly, that neither the dogs, nor we ourselves, 
could come near the cattle that were within, 
till we had made a passage behind them with 
our hatchets and lances, and then fired upon 
some of the most resolute, who turned upon 
us : The rest perceiving themselves attacked 
behind, fought their way through the dogs, 
and ran away, with the dogs after them^ Words 
cannot describe the noise there was, especially 
after a nmnber of them were wounded : We 
found seven dead, besides several others so 
wounded that they could not make off; we 
picked out only one or two of the fattest, for 
there are very few that will eat them. I did 
not dare to take any, on account of my office 
of killing beeves ; and the eating of swine*s 
flesh is accounted so contemptible a thing, that 
i should have lessened my dignity, and, per- 
liaps, been degraded ; which, whatever mean 

thoughts 



Digitized by 



Googk 



KOIERT DRURY* 171 

thoughts I might pombly have,' as to the ho- 
nour of it, I had too good an opinion of its va* 
lue, to part with it for the gratification of my 
appetite in one meal : For in this case they are 
curious to a punctilio, that if the daughter of a 
king be married to any one that is not of a royal 
femily, their children are not admitted to the 
honour of killing beeves ; notwithstanding the 
father be a freeman, and a chief amongst his 
neighbours. 

We used every evening to sit down near the 
prince, and discourse of one thing or another 
"to divert the time : Now, though it is a com- 
mon custom amongst the princes here, to con- 
verse with every body in the most familiar 
?nanner, yet they preserve a decent state and 
-distinction. The people throughout the whole 
island pay a religious regard to dreams, and 
imagine that their good demons (for I cannot 
tell what other name to give their inferior dei- 
ties, which, as they say, attend on their ow- 
leys), tell them in their dreams, what ought 
to be done, or warn them of what ought to 
be avoided; more especially after a sacrifice^ 
or a prayer to God, and an invocation of this 
demon, I well remember, our discourse this 
evening turned principally upon this topic; 
the next morning Dean Murnanzack came to 
me, as I was alone, and discoursed very free- 
ly with me about several things ; and in parti- 
cular, he advised me to take what beef I want- 
ed, and could carry with me, for we should 
* have 
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liave no more opportunities of killing any wild 
cattle. Observing him fond of conversation, 
I told him, if there was any dependence on 
dreams, as some had asserted the night before; 
I should incur his anger that day ; having 
dreamt, that I was at home with my parents, 
and all my relations round about me ; that my 
pockets were full of gold, and they added still 
to my store : This, I said, did not only throw 
me into a melanchdly when I awaked, to find 
myself naked in a wood, and in a strange coun- 
try J but it likewise gave me some concern, for 
that I had always observed, not only when t 
was a lad in England, but since, under my mas- 
ter Mevarrow, that to dream of plenty of gold 
money was a certain indication of anger. At 
this Dean Mumanzack smiled, and made an- 
swer, I wonder that you, who laughed but last 
. night, at the talk of God's sending dreams by 
the good demons, should to-day be afraid of 
one. However, says he, I dare say you will 
be once mistaken, for I do not know any thing 
you can do to make me angry. I would not 
have my reader imagine, that I have intro^ 
duced this story, merely for the sake of telling 
an idle dream ; but it proved the introduction 
to something very remarkable, and furnished 
us with a discourse the next evening, that may 
possibly be thought an agreeable amusement. 

The next day we roasted our beef, and laid 
it to cool, in order to bind up in a burden, 
which we call an enter, to carrv at our backs. 

All 



Digitized by 



Googk 



ROBERT DRURY. l73 

All I had to do was to provide for myself ; and 
what with my beef and honey, I was pretty 
well loaded, and as well contented, for I lived 
in plenty ; my honey, likewise, mingled with 
water, made a pleasant drink. This was the 
last day of our passage through these groves, 
and habitations of wild cattle ; some of which 
they attempted once more to surround, more 
for the sake of their diversion than want of 
beef ; and in this, not wilfully, but for want 
of knowledge, I spoiled all their 5port, by tra- 
versing the way they were running, which was 
directly towards the place where Dean Mur- 
nan2ack lay in ambush for them : This made 
them run quite another way, and put him in- 
to such a violent passion at first, tiiat he lifted 
up his lance, and frowning, threatened to kill 
me ; and, indeed, I expected no less, which 
made me get out of his sight as soon as pos- 
sible, being apprehensive of some siJch barba- 
rous treatment, as I had before met with from 
Dean Mevarrow. This prince, however, was 
of a more generous disposition, for when his 
passion was over, he sent for me in a very 
courteous manner, and desired I would spend 
the evening with him as usual, and sit down 
by him, which accordingly I did. After we 
had discoursed on a variety of subjects, he, at 
last, pressed me to give him some account of 
the customs of my country ; and in a more 
particular manner to inform him, what god or 
gods we worship, since I seemed to have so 

little 
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little veneration for thdrs j and that I wouid 
be ingenious^ and tell him^ (as I had been a 
great traveller) what things I had seen, in or« 
der to improve the evening to the best advan^ 
tage. And pray, says he, what god is that yoit 
adore ? Upon this the company drew round me) 
and I began by asking them in the first places 
if they were not satisfied, that there was a God 
above the skies I I could not say above the 
heavens, because there was no term in their 
language expressive of them ; nor had they, as 
I could perceive, any idea of what we christians 
mean by heaven, as the peculiar residence of 
the Almighty, and the glorious mansions of 
the saints after their decease. They told me, 
that they firmly believed there was a God 
above, who was the supreme Lord of all other 
gods, demons, or spirits, of what nature, or 
kind soever : That very god, said I, is the Deity 
we adore ; for we know of no other god, nor 
do we pay the tribute of divine worship to 
any other object than this one j this supreme, 
and only God, Do not you then, said they, 
make prayers, and sacrifices, and invoke some 
guardian demons, to assist you in the know- 
ledge of the will of that god, and to warn you 
of any approaching dangers ? If your country- 
men had such owleys as ours, your good de- 
mons would have assisted you that night yOu 
lay upon the sands, and have told you in dreams 
of the danger, and directed you to escape before 
the morning. 

To 
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To this I replied, that all good men in Eng-» 
land acknowledge an overruling Providence ; 
aftd I am fully persuaded that it was by the 
providence of that Divine Power that I was pre- 
served at that time ; and why God did not see 
fit that the rest should save their lives, is a se- 
cret I do not pretend to pry into. But I can- 
not conceive that your owleys, to which you 
seem to pay a divine homage, and pray to for 
their aid and assistance, shoyild have a spirit^ 
or a god within them, or visit you in the night 
when you are asleep, and forewarn you of such 
n[xisfortunes as you would willingly avoid. I 
plainly perceive that they are nothing more 
than pieces of wood, and alligators' teeth dress- 
ed up J I jrfainly discern, likev^ise, how they 
are made ; and I am certain, that other wood, 
and other alligators' teeth are not living spirits, 
have no power of speech, and are incapable of 
knowing things present, much less things to 
come J for which reason, we look upon it as an 
act of idolairy to pay that adoration, which be- 
longs to the Great God alone, to any created 
thing, or the likeness of any created thing 
above, or hqre; below ; since he has strictly for- 
bid the worship of any thing but himself. 

Dean Murnan2ack listened to this serious 
discourse of mine with abundance of attention, 
and then turned to some of his people, and ar- 
gued with them for some time, partly in vin- 
dication of what I had asserted, and partly in 
endeavouring to explain to them the nature of 

their 
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their owleys ; which, I am sensible, Ihad not 
a just notion of at that time : but I was too 
young when first I was reduced to this slavery, 
and had neither friends nor books to assist 
me J besides, I was not capable of making such 
just remarks then as I could do now. 

But to proceed : As soon as the dean had 
done discoursing with them, he turned again 
to me, and said, to me it seems very strange, 
that you, who but this very morning told me 
a dream of your own, and found it happened 
true, should zxgue against these owleys of 
ours ; for you mistake us, it is not the wood, 
nor the alligators' teeth, that we worship, but 
thei;'e are certain guardian demons, who take 
care of all nations, families, and private per- 
sons ; and should you be possessed of one of 
these owleys, and give it the name of some 
guardian spirit, it will undoubtedly attend you. 
For how could you know this morning that I 
should be angry with you, had not one of these 
good demons visited you, and discovered it ; 
and if you had not had such friendly notice, 
you might, probably, have been killed, though 
I did not design it. But men's passions are 
unruly, and I was highly provoked, I own, 
though I say not this to reproach you, as if I 
imagined you wilfully spoiled our sport, for I 
am fully satisfied you meant no harm ; I only 
mention this tq put you in mind that you ar- 
gue against yourself. Besides, if the spirits of 
our forefathers, or these guardian demons, did 

not 
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not declare these dungs to mankiiKl^ how 
should they know them ? No one could tell 
that I should be angry with you, when you 
had given me no offence ; neither did you in- 
tend to provoke me^ an4 nothing was done that 
any such accident should have happened. You 
do not imagine, I hope, that the great God 
himself came down to tell you, since these in- 
ferior spirits, of whom there are such numbers^ 
could more conveniently attend yoti ? But you 
observed just now, as I remember, that ^e 
great suptem^ God had forbid you the wor- 
ship of any thing but himself j pray, did any 
white man ever see this great God above ? Or, 
does He often condescend to talk widi your 
pe9ple,.^d not with ours ? 

To which I made answer, that no man ever 
saw God, but some of our forefathers, many 
ages ago^ heard his voice, when he descended 
in a cloud; But^says he, if this was so many 
years ago^ and there is no man now living, 
black or white^ that ever heard the voice of thig 
God, how are you sure it is true ? And sincei 
as you allow, it was many ages ago, things may 
be so altered^ or misrepresented from what they 
were^when your first forefathers told them, that 
you cauDuot rely upon their certainty # I was 
here at some loss, as they had no loipwledgQ 
of letters, an49 consequently^ I could not make 
tb^m comprehend any thing of the sacred 
Scriptures ; 1 o^ly told them,' therefore, that 
we had a way of preserving the memory of 

M things. 
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ihmgfi, which they were wholly imaeqliainn^ 
with ; knd, by that means, I said, we had aa 
Account of the beginning of the world, and of 
its creation by God ; and that I could tell theta 
a great many strange things in relati<m there- 
to, which they then seemed very desirous of 
hearings 

And, accdrdinglyj I told them that the world 
was originally dark, and a confused chaos, or 
mass ; and that God, by the word of his power^ 
tnade the sun and moon, the beasts, fish, fowl, 
trees, herbs^ and every thing else. They still 
j^rsisted in their first objection ; and, as they 
imagined, with much more reason than bdFore* 
For, said one of them^ though it is possible yoU 
may have a better method of preserving the 
ittiemoi^ of things than we have, yet you could 
never have the knowledge of what was done 
before there was any man created. To this I 
implied, that Gicxi had revealed the knowledge 
of this, and much more, to pahicular persons*. 
Which they listening attfentivdy to, I went on 
to the creation of mi^^ and then of woman's 
being made cut of a rib, which God took from 
him while he was asleep. At tins they all 
broke out into astbnishment and laughter ; and 
i)ean Mtimanzack s^aid, it was a manifest tm*- 
ttruth ; and that, therefore, it was a shame to 
tfeU such a story with a serious countenance ; 
by tins, he said, he was -convinced diat aH the 
irest Wab false j for, was this trtie^ a woman 

woidd 
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Wduld hare a rib more than a man, and a man 
i>e defective on dne iside. 

Here I was guiltj of a gross errbr duxragh 

ignorance; howeVer, I dunk myself obliged 

ingenuously to con&ss it. I hope pur dwinesi 

and all gocxi OhristiAnt, will consider the dr-* 

cumstances I was in, and readily forgive me t 

for I had 30 litde wit, as peremptorily to insist 

0n the truth of it, and affirmed what I had 

heard, when a child, itom. ilHierate persons t 

That a man had otkt rib less on one sick dian 

die other. Nay, I had so much asso^mce^ at 

to put the whole argument upon this issue, and 

<^red to lay any wag» on the fact^ Tha 

)^rince laughsd at me, diough he was willing 

10 be convinced ; we had two wcknen with us^ 

one was very lean, wliom he ordered to be calU 

ikI : heir ribs were told and found to be equal t 

and after that a man was examined, and his 

riba were die same» They were not all of 

diem, indeed, c<mvinced of the exact number^ 

nor could I myself, in attempting to ccmnt diam 

aft^ them. From thi$ dme, I perceived l^an 

Mumtnzack treated all I had said on religion 

,with contefiapt) and immediately resumed his 

^&>rmer ob^tion with more vigour, and said^ 

ti^u: to talk of what was done before man was 

crcj^ed, was perfect xujnsenae ; that what I h^ 

asserted in relation to Ood's conversing with 

m^Q, and telling them such and such diings, 

kad no manner of evidence ; and that the things 

X t>retended to know, and talk of, were, in short, 

M ^ nothing 
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ttotfadng more than old women's tales. How«» 
ever, says he, pray go. on, and give ns some^ 
lurther account of this God of yours, who, in 
former ages, was thus familiar' with mankinds 
Then I went on with the Scripture story of 
God's di^leasure with the old world, and the 
flood which destroyed all men and beasts on 
the earth, except those in the ark ; and ef 
Noah's taking male and female of every species 
into it to preserve them. Upon this, one of 
tfa^m shortly replied, if they had been all de- 
stroyed, could nc^ that Gody who made them 
at first, make more of them at his« pleasure I 
But I went on^ and told them of the rainbow^ 
that it was appointed for a sign of God's pro- 
mise not to drown the world again. To* this 
Dean Mxirnanzack replied, that they had "na 
$uch tradition handed down to them j but, be-* 
sides, says he, if none but Noah, with his sons: 
and daughters, were saved, pray, was Noah a 
white or a black man ? To which I answered. 
Sir, I perceive you give no credit to what I say 
of this nature. He said, there are many things 
which I do not rightly understand, and shall 
be glad to be informed of ; nay, I would give 
credit to^any thing that a reasonable man can 
desire, but most of these things are no better 
than old women's fictions ; and I am fully per- 
suaded, that all white men will not talk d2.ua 
idly as you do. These were his very words^ 
which he repeated several times, and with 
which this evening's conference concluded^ It 

was 
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was no small concern to me tt> find how ti* 
truth suffered by mj weakness ; but I was in 
hopes that Dean Mnmanzack, who was a man 
of penetration, might <:onsider that I was but 
a child when I left England, and, for that rea- 
son, not well acquainted with the topics I un*- 
dertook to explain. • 

The next day we went direcdy forwards^ for 
we were then past kll the wild cattle, and Dead 
MuTiianzack therefore hastened homewaids^ 
About three in the afternoon, we came to a 
place where the road divided ; here the prince 
halted, as I perceived, with no other view thail 
to take his leave of me, ordering two men to 
£onduct me and my cattle to his cow-keepen 
Here we parted, and we lay that night near the 
banks of a river, which are the boundaries of 
Dean Mumanzack's country, and lead into 
Madamvovo,the great river which runs through 
Antemdroea, Ta this place, where I was go-* 
ing, all the cattle came to water. As we were 
passing through the woods, we met a company 
of men and women going to fetch water ; the^ 
stopped and gazed at me with admiration, hav-* 
ing never seen a white man before; asking 
those who accompanied me who I was, and 
frcim whence I came? who waggishly told 
them they found me in the forest among the 
wild cattle, and intended to make a present of 
me to the prince. In order to carry on the 
jest, I ran towards the. women, atod talking gihr 
berishj frightened one of theip to that degree, 

piS that 
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t&at she fell intx) such violent fits that the rek- 
had much ado to recover her, for which I waa 
afterwards extremely sorry. 

This "W^ood e?f tended from the river ^.botit 
^even miles, without any break or pkin, till 
within a mile pf the town» It was no small 
concern to me tq think what % great way I had 
to drive my cattle to water every other day ; 
but it did npt prove so great a fatigue as I ex- 
pected, fpr there being eight or ten of us, we 
^ook our turns, so that it came to each man's^ 
turn but qnce in ^bput sixteen or twenty days]; 
besides, as th^re wag no grass by the way, there 
was no impediment or interruption ; and when 
they returned hungry, they wpuld go home fast 
enough of themselves, 

As the people here had never seen a white 
man before, I was a very surprising sight to 
them at first ; but they were soon acquainted 
with me, and I bpcame of singular service to 
them, for, whenever they had an ox to kill^^ 
they "v^ere obliged, till now, to go a great way 
for pne of the royal family, this trouble I saved 
^hein, and lived very plentifully myself by that 
means. I was frequently sent for upon these 
occasions, and had always my fee, which wa^ 
four Of five rib? to carry home with me, be- 
sides the leg roasted for my entertainment 
whilst I was with them. I seldom went with- 
out a boy to wjdt on me, as there were always 
several at hand, and willing enough, because I 
w^s able to ol>lige them v^th part pf my beefi 
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free and generous in communicating sgme 
portiqn of whatever they have to their neigh- 
|>ours. As soon as I came home, I used to set 
on the pot, and send messes out to all my ac^ 
quaintance, which they did not fail to return, 
when in their powen- And it may he observ- 
jpd, in the whole course of thi§ histqry, that all 
the people of this island delight in this free, 
goodrUatured, and sociable way of living. 

Whenever I was sent for, the house was aU 
V^SLys set in order^ the owley dressed^ and placed 
in view. I was frequently employed to kill a 
sacrifice, in case of a circumcision, or when any 
(^ne was sick ; and since I had the conference 
above related with Dean Murnanzack, I had 
the cupiosity to listen to their pnsiyers, and more 
jhan once atteinpted to speak in favour of the 
Christian religion. When I mentioned the re- 
surrection of the body, they told me it must 
be a > mere romance ; i^d to talk, as I did, of 
burning in fire affer de^th^ was to them incon- 
i:eivable : for, (said they), no man can feel after 
he is dead, and unless they could see some per- 
son raised from the grave, they would give no 
credit to my assertion^ I told them further of 
God's appearing and giving the ten command- 
jnents, but it had no influence over them ; for, 
(said they), all mankind have the purport and 
meaning of them by the dictates of nature. 

flere are laws against adultery, theft, and 
murder j and they have such a veneration for 
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their parents, that they revere them even after 
(death : there is also a fine inflicted on any one 
who shall presume to curse another man's pa^- 
jrents. They never swear profanely, but allow 
oaths sometimesrequisite,because, (as they said), 
they were necessary and convenient ; and men 
could not live one by another if there were not 
isuch laws, and for that reason, there was no 
occasion for the great God himself to prescribe 
thesQ rules. The fourth commandment, inr 
deed, they seem to have no idea of, unless it 
jbe, that they allow even their slaves to spend 
pi:ie day in seven as they think proper, without 
CQntroul, but they have no religious duties to 
perform. Atad when informed that we kept it 
Jioly, because God rested 6n th6 seventh day ; 
they said this was as improbable as any thing 
I had before asserted ; and asked how I could 
t^ll what God did before there was a man liv- 
ing ? And, indeed, I could plainly perceive 
that they ^^spised me for talking of these 
things, and looked on me as a common noto- 
rious liar, insomuch, that I was pbllged to de- 
sist. 

In short, I had no way to prove what I as- 
serted ; and that mistake in regard to the rib, 
in my conversation with Dean Murnanzack, 
was a mortifying stroke to me ; and though, 
at first, I imagined my ill success in the argu- 
ment was wholly to be imputed to my own ig- 
norance, I l^ave since had a thousand scrupu- 
lous thoughts arise in my miiid upon that 
3 head. 
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)iea<i And sufe I am^ that all was not owing 
to my weakness, for o\iT divines have not fur- 
nished us widi sufficient arguments to defend 
it. And I do not know, since miracles are 
ceased, but they would find it a difficult task 
to demonstrate those truths themselves to these 
people'^ satisfaction ; nor do I know what mi- 
racle coukL possibly now be wrought to prove 
.what was done before any mortal man was in 
beitig. Though they are fools enough here to 
he imposed on by the umossees, or conjurors, 
yet they will entertain no notion of conversing 
with the great God. They allow, indeed, that 
there are: demons or spirits, which may be 
good or bad, who appear to them in dreams, 
and discover to these umossees many surpris- 
ing things ; yet they do not look upon them 
to be more pious, or better men than others'; 
though, indeed, they imagine they are more 
knowing. The awe, however, that my educa- 
tion has impressed on my mind, prevented me 
from joining in their worship, lest it should be 
idolatrous ; and there never was such a thing 
as persecution for religion ever thought of 
amongst them, so that I was free to think and 
do as I thought proper, so long as I took care 
not to affront them. And I think it is both a 
shame and a sin, that it should be countenan- 
ced or practised by any sect of Christians 
w^t^ever. I have not here forgot Dean Me- 
varrow's threatening to kill me at first ; but it 
must be observed, there was nothing more in 

that 



Digitized by 



Googk 



186 AI>VENT!f1iM Of 

that transaction than a secret pride and ill«j9t«r. 
ture, peculiar to the maiit, a$ appeared by Dean 
Sambo's preventing him, and reconciling us, 
without laying me under any obligaticm to join 
in the c^emony. 

I had not lived here above six weeJis, before 
I heard that Dean Crindo had attacked Rer 
Mimebolambo's town, and reduccfidt to ashes^ 
Jdlling two men, and taking some of their wives 
and children captive, with almc^t their whole 
stock of cattle. This ill news affected me very 
much, notwithstanding Dean Mevarrow h^d 
several times, in his passion, attempted to kill 
me ; yet, living so long in his family, I could 
not but be concerned at their misfortunes. We 
used to have here a great deal of flying new^ 
with respect to their wars ; one day an account 
of a battle fought, and the next cay a comra- 
diction of it ; their reports being as little to he 
relied on as some of our common newsp?qpera 
at London, so that I paid but little regard tq 
them. Besides, we lived here at a distance, in 
peace and plenty, and heard only now and then, 
perhaps, of the losses sustained by our friends j 
however, as we felt none of the miseries ouiv 
selves, they served us for conversation, in 
which, we, like coffeehouse politicians, sleepii^ 
in security, remote from danger* censured the 
conduct of our superiors according to our se^. 
veral factious inclinations, for facts wa i^w 
little or nothing of; or, at most, but by ^^^^ 
nal appearances, and ^hpse^ too, from very pre-, 

ci^riou^ 
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tearlous reports. Our biuiness was to make 
oar lives as easy and happy as our circum^ 
staiKes would permit us ; and among the many 
things which we met with to divert ixs, one, I 
thinky will hear the relation, which was a pro- 
ject of my governor's, and proved as profitable 
^s it was entertaining^ 

There are some people in the remote parts 
4>f this country, whose habitations are in secret 
recesses in the woods ; they live easy indolent 
lives, never come near a town, nor concern 
themselves with any affairs of peace or war, 
either foreign or domestic. They keep no 
f::attle, lest the vociferations of their herds or 
flocks might possibly betray them, and induce 
^ome evil-minded men to disturb their peace, 
by plundering them of so valuable a treasure, 
but content themselves with small plantations, 
and the product of nature, which is, ipdeed, 
sufficient to support them. They never con- 
cern themselves who is lord of any particular 
place, or sovereign of the whole dominions. 
Dean Mumanzack's cow-keeper, my governor, 
formerly lived after this manner, and, by that 
means, was acquainted with some of their pri- 
vate settlements. As they are vcrv illiterate, 
lie imagined that I, being a man of a singular 
colour, might earaily be imposed on them for a 
prince of Murnanzack's family ; as, indeed, 
many of our vulgar people in Europe are, who 
think the royal family are something more than 
Ifiortal, and the nobility superior in beauty to 
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the rest of the hitman species. In shc«rt, th* 
farce was agreed to be pky^, ^id I was te 
ha^e one third of what presents should be made 
us, he another, and the persons who composed 
my retinue the remainder. Accordingly, they 
procured me a gay silk lamber, two or thre^ 
strings of the most glittering beads for a nec^ 
lace,^ and a gun of me best sort to carry on my 
shoulder ; my assumed character was Rer Mi- 
mebolambo, who, living in the most remote 
parts, and far from them, there was little or np 
danger of a discovery, since none of them had 
ever seen any of the family in their lives. 
Twenty of our neighbours made up my retii- 
nue, and we practised or rehearsed our parts 
three or foiu: days before we went ; they wait- 
ing on me, and calling me by that name and 
title, that every one might be perfect and know 
his ci;e. The plot, in short, was this : 

We sejt ouLt in a very formal and pompous 
march, wkh shells blowing in the rear, as is 
the custom of the country. The place we pro- 
posed to visit was about ten or twelve miles 
off; when' we came within half a mile, my go-» 
vemor, and one appointed to attend him, went 
as heralds, to acquaint them, that Dean Mur- 
nanzack's youngest brother, Rer Mimebolam- 
bc^ was travelling that way, and understand- 
ing there were some inhabitants in those parts, 
desired they would spare him such provisions 
a& they thought proper, for himself and his re- 
tinue. We halted till we thought our envoys 
had delivered their message, and prepared them 
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fer our recepdon, then we marched on in form 
and orcten As soon as we came into their 
little village^ I perceived a mat was spread for 
n^ to sit down upon^ and the whole clan, men^ 
women, and children, came crawling upon their 
hands and kne^ to lick my feet. My people 
played their parts artfully enough', observing 
every pimctilio of respect that was due to the 
person I represented ; for the moment I was 
seated, one ran to fetch me water; another 
brought a calabash to receive it, and a third 
very obsequiously washed my feet. I ordered 
my principal attendant (who was, in reahty , my 
governor), to procure a house fw me ; there 
were but five in the whole place, except a few 
huts, or separate apartments, for their children^ 
He s6on pitd^ upon one of the best, and left 
the owner to shift for himself 

They stood with awe and attention before 
me, having never seen any one command with 
such authority before^ The chief called a kiixl 
of xxmncil, and consulted with them what pre- 
sent was most proper to make me, in some 
measure suitable to my dignity. Several of 
them returned in a short time, with some gal- 
lons of Guinea corn, and more of carravances; 
but the old man did not make his s^peerance 
rill near the evening, when he brought witji 
him/four men loaded i two with as much hcmey 
as they could well carry, and two with as much 
carravances ; all which were placed in a very 
f<»inal maimer before me« The old man sat 
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down at an Immfole distance, and, stnitk witli 
awe, in a hesitating tone^ made a modest a{MV 
logy, and said he hoped I would excuse the 
meanness of his present, but as he had no more 
to command on so short notice, he should be 
proud if it met with my acceptance. I shew^ 
ed a tender concern for the poor man, and 
cheered him up ; telling him I was well pleas- 
ed : that what he had done was a sufficient 
testimony of his respect, and more than I ex^ 
pected from him. Upon this, I desired hkia 
to sit down and keep me c(Mnpany, whilst xnf 
people went to visit some <^ their neighbours; 
for I had sent some of them one way, and 
some anodier, to collect all they could by £sur 
means, and whatever the people could spare# 
I particularly ordered they should attend me 
themselves, and taste the provisions they fuiw 
nished us with, lest they should be damaged 
by the incantation of the timossees. The cid 
man recovered his spirits in a short time, and 
began to talk with me in a more familiar man* 
ner, saying it was no wonder that my fadie^ 
and his royal family ruled over them, for Godl 
and the demons had peculiarly distingukhed 
us from other men ; zBd^ had I met yom, (saad 
he), in a wood alone, I should instsuEAJy have 
fallen down, and paid my duty to you ; for the 
varzachsu^s, or white men, csai never surely be 
whiter than this young piince is. Thns his 
tongue ran on, expatiating <»n ^lach &aMmt c£ 
vfij face, and extolling every pan about me in 
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90 lavish a manner, tiiat I coold scarce tell 
what to say to him ; nor did I know when he 
would have ceased, but, as good fortune would 
have it, an arch fdlow in my retinue came in, 
and in a drolliag, though very serious manner, 
answered him, saying, it is no wonder, old fa- 
|}ier, that you stand astonished at the different 
colour, the regular features, the grac^ul sym^ 
SMtry and proportion c£ the prince, but you 
muk consickr, v^^rable sir, that God has not 
oreated all mankind alike, but is pleased to dis^ 
tinguish those whom he o^istitutes &>r the 
govemmjeoit of mankind, by making them in 
such a pardcuiar fonn, and of such a particu^ 
lar colour, thatno ooe can be ignorant of their 
superiority^ For, (says he furdier), were all of 
one shape and colour, people would chuse out 
of their own dan whom they thought most 
wise and valiant, to be dieir sov^^gn lord, 
aiid daie£ commander ; and should they hap- 
pen not to approve of his conduct, diey would 
abandon hisn, perhaps, and live tmder subjec- 
tjbn to some odier prince ; but when God ap^ 
pokits any particidar men to be prn^^es and 
]Mers xnrer the rsst of mankind, you may de^ 
penl vfoa k, he bestows xupott diem such ex^ 
cdtteu limns, and di^inguishes them by svxh 
marks^ tbat every one who sees them must 
Inoir i^em at first view, must imn^diaoety 
£iiH down before thiom, and acknowledge dieir 
4rai»x8^t and audiority over them« Ay, ay, 
aays the old man, what you observe is very 
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true ; for I remember my father went cmce m 
two or three years, to carry honey to Dean 
Mernindgarevo, who was Dean Crindo's Ei- 
ther ; and, as I have been informed, his skin 
was of copper colour, though his hair wa» 
black, indeed, like ours. Yes, says the other, 
he was somewhat diflFerent, but not very much; 
Dean Mungazeungarevo, however, who was 
this prince's father, married a lady from Port- 
Dauphine, who was a white man's daughter. 
Yes, yes, says the old man, no doubt there is 
something in that ; but I have not a right no- 
tion of those marks which you mention by 
which God distinguishes princes. Are all 
princes, pray, of his £ne colour and make ? and 
has God set such glorious marks on all kings?. 
I cannot say, says the other ; but that this ^s 
the whitest that was ever heard of. In the inte- 
rim came some of the people who were sent 
for, bringing their presents, and offering to lick 
my feet ; which, to my no small satisfaction, 
put a stop to their insipid conferences. 

I found that my people had formed this art- 
ful scheme among themselves to delude these 
poor peasants, and carried it on with good sue-- 
cess ; for one of these last, as I was:infc»tned^ 
asked how he should know the person to whoia 
he was to pay his respects ? 2Sid was roundly 
answered, do you think God has notdisdan 
guished princes from other, men ?. You wiH 
know hinx at first sight, by his fine c^ur and 
majestic meim 

But 
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But I fear I have tired my reader witli the 
too tedious narration of this petty farce. How- 
ever, it plainly appears, that it turned out to 
all our advantages ; we proposed, at first, to 
have proceeded farther into the country, but 
were so well provided with whatever we want- 
ed, that we had no occasion for more ; every 
man having as much as he could well carry. 
So, the next day, all made up their enters, ex- 
cept myself, who still kept up my grandeur^ 
When we came home, we divided the spoil ac- 
cording to contract ; and though I sent several 
presents to my neighbours, I had sufBcient foi* 
two or three months. 

This was too happy a life to last long : Be-» 
fore a year came about, I was ordered home 
again with my cattle ; three men being sent by 
Dean Mevarrow to conduct me. The civil war 
had rio\^ subsisted about a year and a half, 
which reduced every one to the greatest diffi- ' 
culties, so that they wanted these cattle to live 
upon, the rest being consrtimed by themselves, 
or taken by their adversaries ; die enemy, 
however, was in as bad circumstances, if not 
worse* We returned the same way we came, 
through the forest of wild cattle, and hunted 
as we went along, till we came to Dean Affer- 
rer's town on Yong-gorvo. I was much de- 
jected all the way ; and here I begajt first to 
think of making my escape to some sea-port 
town, at the peril of my life, though it was a 
long time before I had din opportunity to ac- 
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complish it. As soon as I arrived at Rer Mi- 
mebolambo's town, where my master and his 
people still resided, I found none but melanr* 
eholy countenances ; however, they were glad 
to see me safely arrived, being richer by that 
means than the rest of their neighbours, whe- 
ther friends or enemies : for my cattle were 
coxisiderably increased. They thanked me, in- 
deed, for my care, which was all the reward I 
had ; but my master was too proud and surly 
to do that: my butchering office, however^ 
brought me the usual feej by which means I 
lived as well as any of the others. 

My employment was still to follow the cow- 
tail for the town in general, for nobody was 
willing to trust either their children or ser- 
vants ; and Dean Mevarrow durst not perempr 
torily command even his own young slaves to 
do any thing which might hazard their being 
taken by the enemy, lest their parents and 
friends should resent it, and leave him to live 
under other lords. As for his white slave, he 
had neither parents nor relations to mourn his 
loss, if killed or taken; and for that reason was 
the only proper person to be exposed to dan- 
ger. 

The war was not carried on with io much 
vigour as at first ; for their courage on all sides 
was pretty well abated, nor was there so much 
advantage arising from the plunder of one ano* 
ther as at the beginning ; but it was not long 
before Chahary and Frukey, who were our ori- 
ginal 
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^ihal enemies, heard that we had cattle, and 
one day, as I was tending them at some con- 
siderable distance from the town, they, with 
200 men in a body, surprised arid took them, 
and pursued me in a most violent manner, fir- 
ing and darting their lancet ^ yelling out, kill 
him^ cut him to pieces, &c. However, I got 
the start of them, and fled into a thicket, which 
Was so full of prickles and strong large thorns, 
that I was most misferably scarified from head 
to fdot ; nevertheless, I concealed myself in the 
midst of it. They still followed me with their 
hideous cries, beginning to cut down a passage 
in order to come at me ; but just as I was on 
the very brink of despair, I observed them all 
on a sudden run as fast back again. It was 
somfe time before I could comprehend the 
meaning of It ; till, at length, I perceived some 
people had been alarmed, and came upon them, 
so that now they found it difficult to save their 
own lives. They could not drive off the cattle ; 
but resolving to do as much mischief as they 
could, they killed some, and others they wound- 
ed, and then fled. I was obliged to keep my 
station, and was not a little apprehensive that 
some of them would be driven upon me, till, 
by the noise of the guns, I found that they 
we^t farther from me ; I then ventured to creep 
out, and perceived one of their chief men was 
fallen and wounded, with two lances in his 
hand He looked me full in the face, with his 
eyes swimming, and was going to speak, wheii 
. N 2 ^ 
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I snatched one of the lances out of his hamd^ 
and told him it was my time now, and as he 
was my enemy in a double capacity, I imme- 
diately struck him dead. When our people 
first saw me, thdy imagined that I was cut with 
lances^ for I was all over bloody ; my flesh was 
torn in several places, my feet were almost cut 
to pieces, and many large thorns were still vi- 
sible in them, so that when I recovered from 
the fright I was in, and came to be cool, I was 
in excessive torment. The women and child- 
ren sddn helped to carry the slain cattle into 
the town, there not being above fifteen Alive, 
and thdse mosit barbarously used* Whilst 
these were busy with the beasts^ I told Dean 
Mevarrow that I had taken two lances from 
one that seemed to be mortally wounded jthough 
alive when I left him at the side of the thicket. 
I durst not own that I had laid violent hands 
on him, for some of our people were his neat 
relations } and I did not know but they might 
privately seek revenge, for they lamented his 
loss, and begged his body in order to bury it, 
which was readily granted. 

When I came home, my mistress was Very 
kind to me, and ordered one of her. .slaves to 
wash and dress my wounds,, and pick out the 
thorns. It was some time before I was per- 
fectly weH, and it was no small comfort to me, 
that I had no more cattle to take care of, though 
I was conscious, at the same time, of the ill con- 
sequence that would soon attend the want them. 
However, we had beef enough for soriie few 

days. 
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dayS| and more than we could well dispense 
widi, whilst it was sweet. 

I was no sooner recovered, but my master 
found out another employment for me, which 
was to dig in the woods for wild yams ; all our 
beef was now spent, aAd scarce any thing else 
was to be found hereabouts to live upon. We 
now severely felt the miseries of a civil war, 
and so must all countries wherever they are, 
feel in proportion to th^ir circumstances, whe- 
ther christian or heathen. I went a long way 
sometimes before I could find sufficient for my 
master and mistress and myself; being sel- 
dom able to bring home more than would serve 
one of us for a meal the next day. I, indeed, 
always made sure of one private meal, for I 
took care to kindle a fire and roast some of 
them in the jpv^oods. 

One morning, just about sun-rising, as my 
master and some of the chiefs were sitting at 
the tpwn gate, condoling with each other on 
account of the sad state of their affairs, Dean 
,Mevarrow said he had tasted no beef for some 
considerable time, and asked if there were any 
cattle near them. They told him none that 
either belonged to, him or any of Rer Mimebo- 
lambo^s people, but there was one in Dean Me- 
phontey's jurisdiction, about four or five miles 
oETj who had several good fat beeves. He im- 
mediately ordered me and another man to bring 
away one of the best of those beasts, with as 
Hiuch privacy and expedition as we could. I 
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began to make several excuses, and said I was 
afraid to go upon such a dangerous adventure; 
besides, (said I) as I am the only white man 
jou have amongst all your people, should I b6 
5een at a distance, they will know me imme- 
diately to be your slave, and by that means 
you yourself will be discovered. All I could 
urge had no influence oyer him, he waa reso- 
lutely bent that I should go, and ordered the 
man to provide a rope that instant 'I begged 
on my knees that he would send another in 
my stead, but to no purpose ; however, whilst 
he turned away, and w^s speaking to some 
other people, I withdrew, in hopes, when he di4 
not see me, he ^ould substitute another in my 
post ; but the old villain turning short, ?ind 
perceiving what I aimed at, tpok up his gim 
and fired at me ; the shot went through the 
straw cap I had on, and I was so near him, 
that the wadding struck my back. Finding 
he had not killed me, he took up a lance, and 
before any one could stop his hand, he threw 
it at me. He rayed and gave me all fhe op- 
probrious language he pould think of : As tq 
swearing^ they are not ^ny wise addicted to it, 
la custom too prevalent amongst us Christians, 
to the shame and reproach both of high and 
low. However, at last he was pacified, and 
pn my submission, and ^he solicitations of his 
friends, he forgave me j but peremptorily in- 
sisted on my obedience to his comn>ands. As 
jthere was no remedy, I prpceeded with the 
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man, though with many bitter reflections on 
my wayward fortune, and state of bondage. 

We soon came near the place to which we 
were directed, and after we had wandered about 
some short time, we espied about half a score 
€ow^ grazing ; our next concern was to see if 
any cow-keeper was tending them. To confess 
ingenuously, I was scarce ever in more fear ia 
my whole life ; the noise of the pretty little 
flizards, who hop about the. trees, and create a 
rustling amongst the leaves, appeared at that 
time in my ears like the rushing out of so 
naany men from an ambuscade ; but after we 
had listened very attentively, and taken a short 
tour with the utmost precaution^ we at length 
ventured to sally out from behind the covert 
of the trees, and pitch upon one tlut was for 
our purpose ; my comrade took the rope, which 
till then he had twisted about his middle, and 
secured her. We had much ado to g^t her 
from the rest of the herd ; but at last we mas- 
tered her, and drove her through the woods, 
for we thought it safest to avoid all open places, 
and by noon we reached home. In a few mi- 
nutes she was cut up by a dozen hands at once, 
for fear the right owner should have missed 
her and should follow our track. The meat was 
divided into two hundred pieces, and distributed 
to the same number of men. My partner and 
I had the udder and a slice of the buttock, 
which is th6 customary fee to such as bring in 
jeither a stolen beast, or one tgken from an cne- 
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my. As almost every one in the town had a 
small portion, all of it was dispatched imr 
mediately ; and the next day we were in the 
same plight as we were in before. 

It was now winter, and as the stalks of the 
yams are then withered, they are very difficult 
to be fomid, insomuch that we were reduced 
to the utmost distress, and almost famished ; 
If we could get a meal once a day, it was lux- 
urious living ; when the children, therefore, 
cried for food, tljough they had none all day, 
their mothers would with authority take them 
up short, and say, would you be gluttons? 
did you not eat yesterday ? These shocking 
taunts from their poor and distressed parents, 
I heard for some months together ; and our 
calamitous circumstances were visible in our 
ghastly countenances. Here were no wars, no 
acts of hostility now ; our enemies never con? 
cern^d themselves about us, nor we with them ; 
Thus we lived for eight or nine months after 
we had lost our cattle. Our enemies, how-? 
jBver, were in a worse condition, if possible, 
than we were, because Dean Murnanzack and 
his brother, whp lived on the other side, fre- 
quently interrupted their repose, and deprived 
them of the only happiness that attends a state 
of poverty, and that is, to sjeep away one half 
of their tedious hours, and so lull the acute 
pense of their misfortunes. 

Dean Crindo, and, indeed, every body else, 
aincercly wished for a peace, ^^ithout finding 
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jtnyie^pedient to accomplish it; and thoughDean 
Murnanzajck's success had made them despair 
of one upon any honourable terms, yet Provi- 
dence threw an accident in the way by which 
it was efiected. Rer Vowern, king of Feraign- 
her, which is St Augustine Bay country, had 
declared war against Woozington, our com-* 
mon enemy, and had sent ^n ambassador, one 
JR.y-Nanno by name, a very able and expe- 
rienced person, whose commission was to 
reconcile the contending lords of Antem- 
drpjea, and procure their friendship and assist- 
ance in the common cause. No sooner was he 
arrived at Fenno-arevo, but the joyful news 
spread round the country, and reached our 
e^s; Dean Crindo, without any hesitation, 
permitted Ry-Nanno to make the first overtures 
from him to his nephew Mumanzack, to whose 
residence the ambassiador w^s tjieti gone when 
he heard it. 

It was with no spiall reluctance that this 
prince listened to a peace ; for not only his 
uncle's deportment, but that of his sons too, 
was so inhuman and savage, in destroying the 
cattle belonging to their nearest relations, root- 
ing up their plantations, and committing other 
flagrant enormities, that he almost forgot his 
own private wrongs, and looked upon Dean 
Crindo as the general enemy of mankind, who, 
to gratify his unruly passions, endeavoured to 
lay his country waste, notwithstanding he 
liimself, at the first breaking put of the quar- 
rel. 
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rel, had shown him so glcnious an example* 
With what generosity did he treat both Grindo 
and Mundumber, and all who belonged to 
them ? How careful was he of their towns 
and efiects ? Evidently demonstrating, that he 
aimed at nothing more than doing himself 
justice, and deciding a controversy that was 
too warmly pursued ; and that the murder of 
men in cool blood, and the destruction of coun-. 
tries, were actions of horrid impiety ; and, as 
Ry-Nanno told me afterwards, it was his in^ 
nate virtue that at last determined him to a re- 
conciliation ; for he thought the Supreme 
Being could never look down with a favour*? 
able eye on a man who would refuse to relieve 
his fellow creatures from such calamities as 
his countrymen then laboured under: And 
this was the principal motive^ in the height of 
his success, to wave the prosecution of his 
own interest, when it stood in competition 
with the public good. These were the truly 
noble sentiments, and generous resolutions of 
this great man, notwithstanding his contempt 
of revelation, or, at least, of the Christian re- 
ligion, as I had represented it to him in a dis- 
advantageous light. I wish our priests, who 
build so much on their superior knowledge of 
God's will, woidd be as exemplary in their lives 
and ' conversations, and would teach princes, 
as well as others, to be in reality so truly just, 
honourable, and good, as this gallant black 
prince was, in ali his actions j and yet, I doubt 

not. 
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not, but he will be stigmatized with the odious 
character of an illiterate heatheru 

As soon as Ry^Nanno had concluded his ne* 
gotiation with Dean Mumanzack, he passed 
by Dean Afferrer, well knowing he would ac- 
quiesce with what his brother had done, and 
came to us, in order to compromise the quar* 
rel we were engaged in with Chahary and 
JFrukey. He condemned them for their rash- 
ness in the prosecution of their private resent- 
ments, to die ruin of themselves and their 
country ; and told them it was represented in 
a. very bad light to all the kings on the island. 
He met with no great difficulty in the accom?- 
plishment of the reconciliation he aimed at ; 
which being effected, he told them that Rer 
Vowem had a pique against Woozington, for 
several very gross affronts : Amongst others, 
fafe had called a dog by the name of Rer Vov- 
arorn ; and Ry-Nanno expected he should wait 
on them next summer to beg their assistance 
against Woozington j but his errand was at 
that time principally out of friendship, to put 
an end to their destructive divisions. In a 
few days a peace was concluded, and publicly 
proclaimed all over the country. 

While Ry-Nanno was delivering his first 
speech to Rer Mimebolambo and Dean Me- 
yarrow, I observed that tie fixed his eye atten- 
tively upon me, and seemed to view me 
with some concern ; and calling to me in 
broken English, you white man come hither.^ 

When 
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When he had asked me my name, he turned 
to my master and said, here is a white bird 
among a parcel of crows ; in our country, in- 
deed, they are common enough, ships come 
there frequently, but then they wear clothes, and 
eat and drink with our lords. Thia poor young 
lad looks piteously, why do you sujBfer him to 
go naked ? Pray show some charity to a dis- 
tressed stranger, and do not use him with in- 
humanity. Dean Mevarrow answered, I have 
used him more tenderly than he deserves; 
you do not know how his friends served Dean 
Crindo. Yes, (says Ry-Nanno), I know the 
whole story perfectly well, and that Dean 
Crinda treated them in a barbarous man*- 
^r, in refusing to let them go at their .request, 
to a sea port, where ships come, in order to 
return to their native home. Had Rer Vov-r 
Won this white man, he would give him som? 
of the clothes which his countrymen have left 
behind them, and take as much care of him 
as he would of his own son, till some ship 
should come to carry hiua home to his friends^ 
I listened to this discourse with the utmost 
attention; and waited with impatience for a 
favourable opportunity of talking wjth him in 
private, which I did that night, for He brought 
part of the cattle which Dean Murnanzack gave 
him, as he very well knew that we had none, 
and I was sent for to kill a bullock. I em- 
braced this lucky opportunity, and told him-, 
in broken English, that I would wait on him 

at; 
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it night. Accordingly I went, and he received 
me with abundance of humanity and respect i 
After we were seated, he inquired into the 
whole history of our shipwreck and misfor- 
tunes. I gave him a long and faithful detail 
thereof, not forgetting to acquaint him with 
the cruel treatment I met with from my mas- 
ter, and to set my wretched state of slavery in 
the strongest light. The relation of this me- 
lancholy tale not only made me weep, but 
drew tears likewise from his eyes. He told 
tae he would endeavour to purchase me of 
Dean Mevarrow, and desired me not to be too 
much dejected. I staid late with him; and 
when we parted, the hopes I had entertained 
of his kind intentions to release me, kept me 
awake all night. The next day, after he had 
discoursed with my master about their own 
private aflfairs, he asked him if he was inclin- 
ed to sell his white man, and in case he T^-as, 
he would give him in exchange a handsome 
young fellow, capable of doing him more ser- 
vice, or a buccaneer gun, if that would be a 
more agreeable compensation* 

I was sitting among my fellow slaves, and 
waiting with the utmost eagerness and atten- 
tion to hear the result of this conference, when 
my master ordered me to stand up : I was in 
hopes it was to strike the bargain ; but, instead 
of that, says he, look on that white slave there, 
for looking after cattle, digging of wild yams^ 
and improving of honey, Uiere is not his feU 

low J 
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low : and though a buccaneer gun is the coiti^ 
mon price of a slave, I will not take two for 
him. Ry-Nanno thereupon showed him three 
or four slaves, but Mevarrow told him, in di* 
rect terms, that he would not part with me on 
any conditions whatever. Then turning to 
me, he asked if I was not willing to dig some 
wild yams for him, as well as his other slaves, 
who were just gone on the same errand before. 
Not daring tG^u$e« I was forced to take up 
my hatchet, shovel, and4ance, and go into the 
woods ; but instead of seaFChing for yams, I 
sat down and wept till I waK$lp<>st blind. 
However, I was under an indispensable obli- 
gation to find some to carry home, wi^ich was 
no easy task, for the stalks were nowV^th^^* 
ed ; yet I made up a bundle, after rai^sang 
them, but had none myself. When I^^^ 
home, my master thought I had been idle, "^^ 
said, you are mightily concerned, I suppdP^> 
that Ry-JMajino is not your master. 1 welP^ 
home, and laid me down on my mat, and haV- 
nothing but a log*of wood under my head foV^ 
a pillow, till some considerable time after it wal 
dark, and then I stole privately to Ry-Nanno.' 
I was no sooner seated, but he told me he 
was glad to see me again, and asked me what 
success I had met with, which I told him ; and,r\ 
moreover, that my master had abused me to 
the last degree for bringing no more yams. 
He said I was the first white man he ever saw ^ 
who had a black for his master ; and, though he \ 
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could not purchase me, yet he did not question 
but Rer Vovvem would find some ways or 
means to get me into Feraignher, when he came 
next summer into this country. To that I re- 
plied, that I was afraid my master would not 
take me to the wars for that very reason, and 
that I despaired of ever regaining my liberty ; 
but I was determined to make the experiment, 
as soon as ever my master went out on ano* 
ther expedition, and left me behind him. Ry*- 
Nanno endeavoured all he could to comfort 
nae, and said, the same Providence which has 
hitherto preserved you, will deliver you at last j 
and I have great hopes of seeing you at St Au- 
gustine Bay ; for, said he, since Tuley Noro's 
death, there are but few ships come now to Port- 
Dauphine, though that, indeed, is the nearest 
sea-port^ for ours is a great way off. I desired 
to be informed how many days journey it was:, 
and which way he came, for I am determined, 
said I, to attempt my escape ; if they overtake 
me, I am sensible I shall be killed : but then I 
shall be freed from my present bondage, which 
is worse than death ; aiul should I fall into any 
other master's hands, it is morally impossible 
he should treat toe worse than this has done^ 
The whole country of Jllerfaughla, «aid Ry- 
Nanno, lies between us, extending itself from 
the utmost part of Antemdroea, where Dean 
Murnanzack's cattle are all kept, to the river 
Oneghayloghe, which runs into St AuguBtine 
Bay ; and I think I was about forty and two 

days 
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days on iiiy journey ; but could have perfoWned 
it in less than half the time, had we not himt-^ 
ed by the way, for the whole country (said 
he) is so well stocked with proper subsistence, 
that no one need carry any provisions, unless 
he is in a more than ordinary hurry. There 
are abundance of wild cattle in great part of 
it, besides, there is a large quantity of fatm- 
gidge, verlaway, wild honey, and wild yams, 
to be had wherever you go. I inquired what 
kings lived in the way. He said three : Rer 
Trortrock is the first to the northward ; the 
next Rer Chulu-Mossu-Andro, and Zaflfentum- 
poey ; this last resides at the head of the river 
Oneghayloghe, to the eastward j all their people, 
however, live near two long days' journey from 
the road. The nearest way (said h^) is by the 
foot of Yong-gorvo hills, till you come to the 
west side of it, then strike over to the north- 
ward half a day's journey, and take your course 
betwixt the north and west, and you cannot 
lose your way. I asked him a great man;^ more 
questions, till it was late, and time ta depart ; 
but he would not permit me till I had supped 
with him. The next day he took his farewell 
of my master, and I stole away privately to 
thank him for all his favours. As they were 
packing up his provision, &c. he advised me 
to oblige Dean Mevarrow as much as possible, 
lest he should kill me, or do me some secret 
injury; and bid me likewise not despair of 
getting home to England. He then made me 



Digitized by 



Googic 



kOBEltt i)KURT* 209 

i present of a large piece of beef; and after re^ 
peated expressions of my gratitude for his ten- 
der concern for me, I parted from him^ though 
with abixhdance of rehictanceJ WHen I reflect- 
ed on what had passed^ I began to en^rtain 
quite difiererit thoughts of being in another 
country from what I had done ( for I found 
here were great numbers? of people, nay^ whole 
nations, too, who were civUized; afld under- 
stood the taws of de€en^y and good manners ; 
but it was my misfortune to fall . dinong the 
most savage people of the whole island. 

The next diy the crier went round the town, 
with orders to all Dean Mevarrow's slatves to 
inuster before his ddor. Among the rest i 
went to know his pleasure, which was to get 
ready and march, with aU our baggage^ the 
next morning,' to Qur own town ; which was 
fcheerfuUy complied with by every body but 
myself, who was very indi£Perent where I liv-* 
ed. So, when we had taken our leave of Rer 
Mimebolanibo and his people, we marched 
home, and found our habitations very little 
worse than when we abandoned them, for they 
were at that time new built. Thft orders were 
to attend and receive axes and hoes, for the 
cultivation of the groxmd. Whilst sonle clear- 
ed it of the wood and briats, others hoed it up 
inst^d of ploughing it. Our master $ent to 
his uncle Mephontey for a considerable quan- 
tity of Guinea corn and carravance^^ which 
were soixi sowe<i; and then indulged his slaves^ 
for a fortnight, in order to improve their own 

o plantations. 
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plantations. I desired Dean Sambo to use his 
interest with my master, that I might have two 
days more to take care of my honey, which I 
had secured from, thieves, by setting up white 
sticks, as a testimony that it was poisoned by 
the charms of the umossees. He gave con- 
Sent ; and thereupon I took three large tubs, 
each of which would contain five or six gal- 
lons, and as many calabashes. I had farther 
to go than from our old town, which had been 
burnt ; but when I came there, I found my 
hives all safe and untouched, and my stock of 
honey prodigiously increased. I smoked the 
bees out, and took the gi;eatest part of their 
treasure away ; but not all, leaving them some 
to subsist on, for they will return of them- 
selves to the hives, and when they swarm, go 
directly to new ones, without any of that fa- 
tigue we have with them in England. I found 
some fine Virginia honey with white wax, 
which I put into my calabashes. As it was 
near two years since I had seen them, I had al- 
most forgot where to look for good part, of 
them, tliey being planted at a great distance 
from each other, in different corners of the 
wood. I filled, however, all my vessels, and 
left as large a quantity behind me for the next 
day's journey. As soon as I got home, I wait- 
ed on, my master, and made him a present of 
one of.the tubs : Now, these lords always ex- 
pect an ackuQwledgment on such occasions. 
When my. master saw how large a quantity I 

brought 
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brongbt him^ he was surj^sed^ and asked me 
vfhj I brought him so much; for, to do him jus- 
tice, I cannot siy he ev|f diacoveted a covetous 
^disposition. 

Besides, we have no officers to exact any cer- 
tain quantity, but the people thust go volun- 
-tarily, and carry a present of such commodi- 
ties as their jplantations and industry have pro- 
duced, as carravsinces, Guinea corn, potatoes, 
&c. but this is only by way of acknowledge 
meiit g£ homage, and a cabtbash only would 
have been looked upon as a sufficient compli- 
ment. But as I was sensible that he had a 
circumcision feast to make, and I had a large 
stock, I desired him to accept it. H^ told me 
it was true ; and for that purjK>se he would 
ptutchase all the honey I had to spare, and give 
me a cow and a calf for it, the first cattle hc^ 
had. 

The civil war being now over, we lived at 
case, and could dig our wild yams Without the 
least apprehension of danger. People now 
went backwards and forwards, to visit each 
other as usual, and every one attended bis 
plantations j it was six months, however, after 
this, before we had plenty. My conversation 
with Ry-Nanno was ever in my mind, and I on^ 
ly waited for a favourable opportunity, of my 
master's going abroad upon some exploit, to 
make my escape, if possible, at all adventures. 
After some time, it happened, that one Rer 
Ambarroch, a petty prince t^ die northward, 

6 2 having 
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having received and detained eight slaves of 
Dean Mevarrow's, and thirty head of his cattle^ 
a little before the civil war began, and the 
Dean sending a special messenger to demand 
them, he send word back, that he might come 
himself and fetch them, if he thought fit. He 
being now at leisure, Rer Mimebolambo and 
he agreed to join their forces ; and having ob- 
tained leave of Dean Crindo, they prepared for 
their expedition. 

I expected to be left behind as usual, to take 
care of his wife, and pleased myself with the 
hopes that the time was near at hand for put- 
ting my design in execution; but standing 
before him with two lances in my hand, you 
shall not, says he, always live at home like 
a woman, but shall go to the wars with me ; 
the sight of a white man in arms will strike 
terror into the people upon the mountains 
where we are going. Hereupon he took my 
lances^ and said, herie is one of your grand* 
father's arms, you can manage this, I pre- 
sume, somewhat better than ours; prepare 
yourself for the march. I desired, however, 
that I might have one of my lances, which 
he gave me, and twenty musket-balls, a suf- 
ficient quantity of powder, and two flints. I 
took up my mat as usual, but my master ^ave 
it to one of his slaves to carry for me ; so I 
.walked^ 'gendemanlike, without any luggage. 

Our httle army lionsisted of about three 
imndred men, exclusive of the slaves: We 

went 
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went to the northward all the first ^ay j *on the 

second we got into the forest to the east of 

Yong-gorvo, where the wild ^ttle are ; there 

we hunted and killed some beef, while four men 

were sent o 

roch's town, 

We were air 

indeed, it w; 

some of thei 

and alarmec 

were their p 

Our spies r 

that it was i 

cation at all. 

and arriving 

divided oun 

to their hou 

the dogs an< 

them; and 

them no tim 

so we plund 

prisoners we could find. I saw the prince's 

house, and ran directly up to it, in hopes of 

taking him prisoner, but he jumped out and 

fired at me: As I was going to return it, a 

man threw a lance at me, which I put off, and 

fired at him, and put a stop to his running ; 

but by that means the prince escaped, 

J entered the house, and found his wife and 
daughter, witli two or three slaves attending 
them, I took hold of the ladies hands and led 
them both out, and left others to plunder the 

o 3 JlQUsp 
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house ^s th^ pleased, since I had a good prlzqr 
enough ; but one of Rer MimebolamWs inaeiiy 
who had got iM^booty, would fain have taken 
one of my captives fronx me ; whereupon I 
told him I supposed he was a coward, and had 
sne^ed behind a tree in the action, or else he 
might have found something worth his ac- 
ceptance :; He insisted on his demands, and re- 
proached me with being a slave, till some of 
our people came up, at which time he wa» 
obliged to depart with shame : For a complaint 
being made to Dean Mevarrow, he justified me, 
and severely reprimanded the poltroon. For 
t;here w^s an agreement made before we set 
put, that what cattle should be taken be divid- 
ed, biit all captives should remain in the cus- 
tody of those who took them. When we had 
driven all the men away, we got what cattle 
we could find together, and made the best of 
our way through the wood with them, lest 
the enemy should rally and attack us. As 
soon as we got into the plain we halted, and 
made preparations to receive them, and about 
200 of them soon came as we expected. 

I delivered my two captives, as every one 
else did theirs, to the slaves that were in the 
rear whilst we marched ; and as we pame near 
them they also met us, so that we made a dis- 
charge almost all at once, and killed |iiree.of 
four of their men. We halted a while to load 
again, and perceived that they stood confound- 
ed, and looked in a very wishful manner on 
one of their party who was fallen : Haying 

loaded 



Digitized by 



Googk 



ROBERT DRURT^ 21^ 

loaded again, I, and some few more, fan dU 
rectly up to them : Seeing us approach^ which 
is not usual, they fired at us^nd ran away. 
We followed them till they got shelter in th^ 
wood, and then returned to the main army. 
On our retreat they sallied out of their coverts, 
and followed us at a distance, feeing desirous 
to take one view more of their wives, children, 
and cattle, and to observe our motions, in^ 
hopes some accident might happen that might 
give them a favourable opportunity to avenge 
their cause, and retrieve the losses they had 
sustained. 

At noon we came to a sliady grove, and 
there halted near a spriftag, in order to refresh 
ourselves, for we were all fasting. As soon as 
my master was seated, he ordered me to bring 
mj two captives before him ; and applauding 
me for my courage and conduct in the acticxo, 
he told me I should keep one of them myself^ 
and have my choice too, and that he would 
be contented with the other. I soon determin- 
ed in favour of the young one, who, in truth, 
was extremely agreeable ; and I was pleased 
with her from the first moment I took her. 
She was not above sixteen years of age : Her 
mother, whom I presented to my master, was 
about four or five and thirty. Dean Mevar- 
row was pleased with my choice, for he was 
inclined to do a generous action : And there- 
upon calling her to him, he told her, her hus- 
band had brought all this misfortune upon 

o 4 himself. 
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himscflf, by his unjust and obstinate procoedr 
ings, and I have only followed his directions: 
J am come myself, as he bid me, and hav6 
fetched a^ay ajl my women, and I perceit6 
some of toy own cattle, with a sufficient quan^ 
tity of his, to pay me and my friends for 
pur trouble : • As for yourself, I will restore 
you to your liberty ; go back to Rer Ambarf 
roch, and acquaint him^ that if he be inclined 
tto have his daughter and cattle again, he ixrast: 
come and fetch them: You see iheis fallen 
5nto my white man's hands; and, for* my 
part, I will never take her from him. And 
\said I) I will lose all the blood in this white 
jnan's body, before he shall haVe her again. ' 
After ' she had refresed herself lyith some 
meat, which Dean Mevarrow presented her 
with, she cdme to me in order to take her last 
farewell of her daughter. They both wept hear- 
tily, not expecting eyer tp see each other more: 
I pitied them, I cqnfess, and would have disr 
missed the young one, had I not really beei 
in love with her. To confess ingenuously, I 
never saw any wojnan before that time I liked 
so well, though I had been so many years in 
the island. I comforted the mother, however, 
as well as I could, and' desired her not to be 
too much concerned for the lofes pf her daugh- 
ter, since slie should live as well as I did ; nay, 
I assured her, that I would take more care of 
her than of myself; and though I was not of 
91 sabl? hue, { bad a heart ag fpiad and induir ^ 
^ ^ gent 
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though she fell to my lot by the chance of 
,war, yet it was my design to make her my 
wife if she approved of it, if not, it was pos:* 
sible, I said, she might lead a less comfortable 
life. Her mother asked her what she thought 
of the motion ? She answered, she was at my 
disposal, and not at her own, and desired her 
duty might be presented to her father. And 
present mine too, said I, if you please ^modien 
So, after some further discourse for a short 
time, they part^. She took her leave of 
Dean Mevarrow, returning him many thanks 
for her courteous treatment, and went away 
by herself, though she had not, I presume^ 
far to go alone ; for t^r friends were, doubt- 
Jess, as near as they dux^t come in the woods, 
to observe our motions ; and though we never 
saw them mcare, yet we kept a strict guard all 
that day and the following night. I was very 
fond and careful isf my pretty prisoner, tying 
a rope about her middle, with the ends about 
myself, and laid her close to me, folding her 
fast within my arms; she only smiled and 
rallied me for it ; but I was ao fearful lest she 
should get away, that I could not sleep. We 
marched apace the next day ; and when we 
halted, Rer Mimebolambo and Dean Mevar- 
row divided the cattle, each had 211, and 
then th^y parted, each taking the nearest way 
home. 

Before 
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Befisre wb entered the towi^ we made ano 
ih&L halt, in order to divide die cattle among 
ourselves ; the Dean had 30, his brother 10, 
and ^ich of the caher principals one : He that 
had two slaves, retained one of them, and de- 
livered the other to his lord, and had a cow 
and a calf in lieu of it. If two men got a 
slave between them, they had each of them a 
cow for it ; even he who had taken no slave 
was to have a cow, provided the number would 
admit of it, if not, one was divided between 
two. And this is a general and ^i established 
llw^ with respect to the division of an ene- 
my's spoils. 

Dean Mevarrow told me I had but one slave, 
whereupon, I alleged he had taken one away, 
and might have kept her if he thought proper ; 
hvLt I perceived he was only in jest, for he 
gave me a cow and a calf as an equivalent for 
her, and generously enough offered me another 
cow and calf for my honey, but I modestly de- 
clined that favour ; so he chose them for me 
himself, out of the fattest of the herd. By this 
mjeans, I became rich at once, having two cows 
and two calves, and an handsome jorzeram- 
peller, that is to say, an handsome girl. 

No sooner were we come to the town, but 
the shells were blown, and all the women ran 
out to see what was the cause of it, not expect- 
ing our return in so short a time ; but when 
they knew who we were, they ran back to their 
houses till we had made our triumphal entry, 
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aad Dean Mevarrow was seated ; Aen his wife 
came out, and, as is the custom there, licked 
his feet^ and after her^ the rest of the women 
paid him the same homage ; and after that, 
pach of them testified her duty to her own 
husband, in the same submissive manner. I 
thought, indeed, I had now a wife, and as fine 
a one as the best of them all, and that the next 
time we returned from such an expedition, 
with the like success, I should haS7« homage 
done me too. My mistress sent and desired 
to see my young spouse ; I went along with 
Jier accordingly, aiKi she would make her sit 
down on the same mat with herself, and could 
not refrain from tears, it having been her own 
case ; whereupon, she charged me to use her 
tenderly. I did not intend, I told her, to make 
a slave of her, but a walley, that is, a wife. 

As I had a stock of honey in a neighbour's 
hands, as also some carravances, and a suffi- 
cient quantity of milk, I made a very tolerable 
repast for my bride and myself; and mimiced 
jnatrimony so far, as to take her by the hand, 
and assure her, that I was willing to make her 
a constant and tender husband ; and asked her, 
if she was equally willing to be a faithful and 
loving wife ? To which she cheerfully con- 
sented. So we lay down together ; and though 
we had no bridemen nor bridemaids, or throw- 
ing of stockings, yet we were as happy as our 
circumstances would well admit of. 

Some 



Digitized by 



Googk 



i90 ADVENTV&BS OF 

Some of my readers, perluips, may wonder 
how I could be so passionately in love with 
a black woman ; but as I had been several year9 
in the country, and they were become natural 
to me, I think the wonder ceases. Besides, 
she was extremely handsome, of a middle sta- 
ture, very straight, and exactly shaped; her 
features were regular, and her skin as soft, 
^e, and delicate as any lady's in Great Brir 
tain. And to do the women there justice, all 
iwho are of any rank, and well brought up, 
have the last good quality to boast of. There 
are und^anly; coarse-skined creatures, indeed, 
iamongst the vulgar, as well as in Europe ; but 
the women do not go ijaked as some of the 
Guinea »egjroes. Their dress is a lamber, 
much longer than that of the men's, and reaches 
to their f(?et fronjt their middle: above, and 
under their lamber, they wear a kind of shift, 
which covers jJl the body to the neck, and 
short sleeves. This, for the generality, is 
made of cotton, and is of a dark colour : Those 
of the better sort, embellish it with beads, in 
a very neat manner, more especially on the 
back, where they are ranged in rows, and cross 
one another; and, as they are of different 
colours, they form a large double crpss, §o like 
an Union flag, tliat one wotdd imagine they 
copied after it. . - - . 

Thus much, as to a general detail of the per- 
son and habits of these women ; though I shaU 
pot, indeed, give them the preference to our 

Europeans, 
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Europeans, yet I must ingenuously confess, that 
it is with pleasure I reflect on mine, and re^ 
member our parting with the utmost reluct* 
ance and concern. For as to their fidelity, duty, 
and submissive deportment to their husbands, 
good nature, and agreeable conversation, so 
far as their little knowledge extends, I think 
the Europeans come far short of them. We 
white people entertain a very contemptible and 
mean idea of these blacks, and a high and par- 
tial one of ourselves. They, on the other hand, 
have an exalted opinion of our merit, and mo- 
destly imagine, that we are far superior to them 
in point of knowledge, arts, and sciences ; and 
therein, doubtless, 3iey are right : but, if an 
impartial comparison was to be made o£ their 
good qualities, the black heathens would, in 
my opinion, excel the white Christians. I pre- 
sume, the reader will readily allow, that the 
best character I cotdd give myself, in order to 
recommend me to my wife's mother, was to as- 
sure her, as I did, that I had as tender a heart 
as any black whatever j for it must be acknow- 
ledged, though to our shame, that they treat 
one another with more humanity than we da 
There are none miserable amongst them, if it 
!be in the power of their neighbours to assist 
them. Their love, tenderness, generosity, and 
moral honesty too, are very conspicuous t And 
that, not only just in this one country of An- 
temdroea, but throughout the whole island, 
and evjen in other places more than here. My 

master. 
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master. Dean llierarrow, indeed, may be pro- 
duced as an excepticn to this general nde, on 
account of his stealing his neighbours cattle. 
I grant it ; but it must be considered, that there 
ju-e some men of bad priEu:iples in every coun- 
try : he did it, it is true, against conscience, 
and stood self-conricted ; for he knew what j\is- 
tice was as well as any one, as appeared by his 
paying me my cow and calf in return for my 
honey, and in many other particidars. There 
is a wide distance between the capacities and 
virtues of some men j though it is with regret 
that I mention Dean Murnanzack's name in 
the same page with Mevarrow's, yet the pecu- 
liar vices of the latter are no objection to the 
national virtues of his country. 

My reader will excuse this digression, I hope, 
when he recollects the only pleasure that alle- 
viated the weight of my slavery while in An* 
temdroea. I looked after my master's cattle, 
indeed, as I did before ; but then I had a few 
of my own, and an agreeable companion to 
spend my leisure hours widi, who took care of 
my house j and as I had plenty of honey, I 
never was wirfiout toak, for my wife and I 
to enjoy ourselves with, and entertain a frien4 
npon occasion, so that I lived as well as the 
best of my neighbours ; and being now much 
less fatigued than formerly, I was capable of 
taking more notice of the religion and laws 
of the country : And as I propose to amuse the 
. reader with a particular detail of one of their 

circumcision 
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circuincision feasts, it will not be improper to 
give first an accoimt of that little religion which 
they professed. 

They acknowledge indeed, and adore the 
only one supreme God, whom they call Deaa 
Unghorray, which signifies the Lord above : 
There are, aca)rding to their notion, four other 
sovereign Lords ; and that each superintends 
one quarter of the world. The northern lord 
is styled Dean Antemoor ; the southern Dean 
Meguddxnndummatane ; the western Dean 
Androwfertraer ; arwi the eastern Dean Anabe- 
leshy : This last, say they, dispenses plagues 
and calamities amongst mankind, by the com- 
mand, or permission, at least, of the great God ; 
the others also are subservient to his com- 
mands; but are chiefly dispensers of his fa- 
vours and blessings. They look upon these 
four, as mediators between men and the Su- 
preme Being ; on which account they have a 
peculiar regard for them, and in their prayers 
and sacrifices, recommend themselves to their, 
indulgence and protection^ 

I have already given the reader some ao- 
count of the owleys, by which they seem to 
entertain the same idea as some superstitious 
people in Europe formerly did, of familiar 
spirits ; because they employ them as their fa?- 
Tpurite messengers, with their petidoas and 
prayers to the great God ; and after a sacri- 
fice, ^cpect that they should come, and tell in 
dreams what they have to do; and also to warn 

them 
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them of any approaching dangers. This bear? 
a great conformity to die idea which some 
Christians have entertained of guardian angels,' 
or some old philosophers of a good or evil ge« 
Bins ; or radier, is more exactly conformable 
to a very a&cient, and long receirved notion of 
demons ; and for that reason, as we have no 
other term to fit in our language, I chuse to 
distinguish them by that; for the owley is. no 
more than the general name of the utensil or 
altar, which is rather like a talisman, or sigil, 
to which the^ demon is thought to be attached^ 
and by which, as a proper medium, they ex- 
pect to be invoked; for there are almost as 
many different demons, with proper names, as 
there are persons who have owleys : Some of 
which are^ Ry-Lefiu, Tempacfc-OflSiarevo,^ La- 
ka-petu Deer-^mesacker, Deer-hurzolavor, Ryi 
mxmgary, Ry^ove. Then they invoke likewise 
the spirits of their forefathers, and have a 
great veneration for them, calling upon them 
by names that are given them ^ter their de-^ 
cease : Insomuch, that they look upon it as a 
crime to address them, or speak of them by the 
names they had when living ; and this name 
is principally known by the word Garevo at 
the end o^ it, as may be observed in the repe- 
tition of Dean Crindo's, and Dean Murnan^ 
2ack^s fathers' names by my mock^etinue 
among the peasants* 

The veneration they have for the metoory 
of their ancestors, and the assurance they have 
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b( their spirits always existing, is appardnt iri 
almost every circomstance o£ the few religi- 
ous ceremonies which they perform : The 
burial of their dead is very particular alld s<S- 
iemn^ I have frequently hinted at the great 
humanity with which diey treat each otber^ 
on all occasions^ and under all difflctilties, of 
what nature or kind soever; In sickness, they 
daily visit, and contribute all diat in them Ifes,* 
to the relief of the afflicted family^ and the v^ 
storation of the patient; When any one is 
dead, all the relations' and neighboitt^s come t<i 
the house ; the women makes dokful lamentaf 
tions, and the men assist in the necessary pre^ 
parations for the funeral. la the firsi plltCe^ 
they, pitch upon a tree for the coffin j afteif 
tteit, a cow or an ox is killed, and s6ane 6f ?h^ 
blood Sprinkled upon it. Imploring^ at the 
sfune time, their forefathers, and the demons 
and demi-godsj to aid and assist them, and 
take care that die tree does not split in th^ , 
falling, or that any one be not hurt either by 
cutting or felling it. When the tree is dcmfii 
thfey cut it about a foot longer than the corpse^ 
and split it directly lengthwise, (for they al- 
ways tnake choice of a tree which they knot^ 
will ^plit after this manner), and dig both part* 
lioUow, like two troughs : It is then carried 
tothe house, the corpse being, in the mean time, 
-washed and wrapp^ up in a lamber, or fre- 
quently in two, and sewed together. Therip is 
jfrankincense, oa: a gum very tmxch like it, burn- 
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ing all die time in the hcmse. They ietdotti 
keep the corpse above one day, especially in hot 
weathen They put the corpse in the «ro»gh$9^ 
elosij% them txigether, and carry it upon six 
men's s^hoxilders. Every family has a burying^ 
place of their own^ which no one dare infringe 
upon, or break into ; nor does any one indeed 
attempt it :f Thi« is enclosed, and fenced round 
v^ith sticks, like pallisadoes. When they conste 
near the place, the corpse is set down, and then 
they proceed to die rest of the ceremcmy, that 
is, to make four fires, one at each corfter, on 
the outside of the biurying-f^^ce : On these 
fires they bum the^ ox or cow^ which Was kUf-^ 
ed before for that purpose ; dien they divide it 
into quaners^ which are all consumed i^ the 
flatness After this^ they sprinkle frankincenses 
trpon the coals, anxl spread dxeni all about*. 
This being done, the cluef, or eldest of the fi^- 
mily^ goes close to the entrance of the bury-^ 
ing-place, and halloos aloud several times;, 
$fter a short ^ause^ he calls upon all the dead 
that are there deposited, .commencing at the^ 
earliest, and proceeding to* die last^ and eack 
one disuncdy by his name^ and in the conclti-^ 
sion tells them, that there is a gfandchHdor 
near reladcm^ come to lie amongst theai; and 
that he hopes they will recieive hnn as a frieiuL. 
Then die gate is opened,^ and two or three per-^ 
sons are sent in to dig die grave, which is^ 
made, for the generality, seven or eight foet 
deep i and the corpse is placed in it, and coTer-- 
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ceremcHiy* None are permitted to enter here, 
but some of the nearest relations^ and the 
bearers^ and the door is immediately shut fast 
again. There is commonly a crowd of people 
without, who are busy in carving up, and di* 
Viding among themselves^ the cattle that ase 
distributed amongst them fOr that purpose, if 
It be a great and rich family, that can afford it ; 
but the poorer sort cannot gratify their friends 
in so bountiful a manner. They genially 
-visit this burylng-place once a year, to clear it 
from weeds, and make it clean ; but never en- 
ter it till they have first burnt a cow or a bul- 
lock before it* 

I knew some who^ diu^ing a friend^ sick- 
ness, would make a sacrifice and prayer here, 
to invoke the aid and assistance of the spirits 
of their forefathers ; >ut this is not a very corn- 
toon custom. And if any man has any pecu- 
liar ceremonies of his own, which others do 
not think proper to put in practice, no person 
is offended, nor do they concern themselves 
about it ; and the reason is, because there are 
no people here who pretend to be greater fa- 
vourites of the Supreme Being than other men ; 
and to have a particular commission to inter- 
pret and declare hia will. No one here has 
yet been so presumptuous as to attempt this ; 
and if any one should be so hardy, he would 
meet with but few to credit him, 
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Every man here, the poor man as well as 
the rich lord, is a priest for himself and his 
family, and expects the demons shpidd answer 
his requests in his dreams. If he differs from 
his neighbour in point of. ceremony, as there 
IS no damage given or received, so there is no 
hatred arises : But were they to set apart par- 
ticular persons, and to give them a certain 
number of cattle and slaves every year, for the 
performance of some certain ceremonies, and 
instead of making their prayers to God for 
themselves, leave it to these to officiate for 
them, and prescribe rules and seasons to them, 
these very people would soon lord it over 
them ; for they would terrify them with the 
anger of the great God and demi-gods, arid fo- 
ment divisions among the people, for the sup- 
port of their interest, lest they should lose 
€heir substance and honours, and at last, pu- 
nish any innocent person for their insolent in- 
ventions, under a sanctified pretence of demons 
coming in the night from the Supreme Being, 
and enjoining them so to do. We had an in- 
stance how easily mankind might be imposed 
-on by these pretenders to prophecy, in my 
master Mevarrow, aiid how artfully the i&ipo^ 
sition was carried on in one of our neighbours. 

There was a person of distinction lived about 
two hours walk from us, called Dean Ollaavor, 
.whose father died whilst I was here ; he was 
making preparations for his interment in the 
•burylng-place of his family ; and the night be- 
fore, 
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fore, he dreamed his father appeared to him ; 
or, according to his own expression, his father 
appeared to him in a dream, and earnestly de-r 
^ed him not to bnry his corpse, but keep it in 
a sujidock or chest, and erect a little house for 
the reception of it. 

This request he very dutifully complied with, 
building a house about 300 yards from the 
town, to the eastward, to which place he used 
frequently to resort, and make his prayers and 
-ablations, and then pretended, that the spirit 
of his father, which he called lulu-bay, or the 
great spirit, used to come and tell him strange 
things which should occur to. his neighbours. 
He frequently visited Dean Mevarrow, who 
gave the utmost ' attention to every thing he 
said; Olaavor perceiving his weakness, soon 
found out ways and means to turn the credu-r 
lity of his friend to his own advantage : And 
when ady troublesome time came on, he would 
industriously wait on Mevarrow, and inform 
him how angry his lulu-bay was, and what 
. misfortunes, he liad just grounds to fear, would 
attend him. Now, whether, as he was an art-r 
ful man, he conjectured right from the reason 
of things, or whether he dreamed right, (for 
som^mes, indeed, it happened as he said, 
and often otherwise), I shall not presume to 
cjetertniae : but his principal aim was^ (as it 
appeared to me), to get an heifer now and then 
for a pretendcd.^acrifice, and frequently a prcr 
^ent of some beads, and such other trinkets, 

p 3 for 



Digitized by 



Google 



230 ADVENTURES Ot 

for the pains he was at, using his best endea-" 
vours to appease the wrath of his Inln^bay, and 
procure his favour and assistance; The advan-' 
tage he made of this Was so conspicuous, that 
many people grew jealous of his conduct ; but 
at length a brother of Dean 01aavor*s was kill- 
ed in the wars, and his lulu-bay never came in 
a dream to warn either one or the other of the 
impending danger. This not only opened their 
eyes, but convinced a great many mor?. How-^ 
ever, an excuse was at hand, that his brother 
had been remiss and negligent in yegard to hia 
prayers and oblations to lulu-bay, and for that 
reason he suflFered him to fall. Dean Mevar- 
row, and some of the weakest of the people, 
swallowed the cheat, and still continued their 
fiuperstrtious opinion of this great spirit, and 
were afraid to speak, or entertain the least con- 
temptible thought of it, having always the plea 
of mean spirited bigots, that they were safer 
who paid an awful regard to lulu-bay, than 
those who despised him. But be the case how 
it will, if he was not a great and powerful spi- 
rit, either capable of injuring them or doing 
them any good offices; if the whole was ^ 
mere fiction of Dean Olaavor^s, yet there was( 
no harm in thinking he was so, or in paying 
him honours ; but upon the supposition that 
he was really such a potent spirit, and they 
should neglect him, then they were s\ire to suf*- 
fer severely for their contempt. • 

TO* 
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This wa$ all the idle answer those poor ti^ 
morous creatures would giv^, on their being 
asked a reason for their tame compliance with 
Pean Olaavor^ which, doubtless, would have 
been as good a pl^a for th^ir paying divine hon- 
ours to a pQtato, had any one told him he had 
a revelation in his dream that it was a demi-* 
god The reader, I priss^me, may entertain a 
more adequate idea of the riatural disposition 
of the people, with respect to their riiorals and 
religion, from such instances jand occurrenceS| 
than from any formal description which I can 
pretend to make, I shall, therefore, pursue my 
history, and give a particular detail here of the 
feast and ceremony of the jqircumcision of Dean 
M^varrow's son. 

The toak was made some weeks beforehand, 
by boiling the honey and cpmbs together, as 
we in England make mead They filled a 
great number of mbs, some as large as a butt, 
but some, indeed smaller ; a shed being built 
for that purpose, which was thatched over, to 
pld^e them in* On the day appointed, mes- 
sengers were dispatched ail round the country, 
to invite the relations and friends,. About 
three or four days before the ceremony of the 
circumcision was actually perfQrmed,you might 
^ee the beginning of a festival. People went 
about blpWiiig of horns, and beating of drums, 
both night and day, to whom some toak was 
given out of *the lesser vessels, as a small com- 
jpeiisation for their trouble : Dean Mevarrow 
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had procured two large oxen from Dean Mur- 
naazacL They, who lived in the most re-r 
mote part§, came a day or two before, and 
they were entertained with toak* In the even- 
ing, I found the town full of people, some wal- 
lowing on the ground, and some staggering ; 
scarce one individu^d person sober, eitJber men, 
women, or children : And h^re, one might ^n- 
$ibly discern the efiects of peace and security, 
the people'abandoning themselves, without fear 
or reserve, to drinking, and all manner of di-r 
versions. My wife, I found, had been among 
them iftdeed ; but hs^d the prudence to withr 
draw in time, for she was fiist asleep when I 
came home. 

And now the day being come, I returned 
from feeding my cattle before noon, in order 
to bring up the two oxen, and a bixll, whose 
legs being at once tied fast, they were thrown 
all ^long upon the ground. The child was 
about a year old, for they have no stated time 
for . the observance of this cu$tom, He was 
decked with beads, and a skain qf white cotton- 
thread was wound about his head. A great 
crowd attended the festival : Some brought 
^uch presents as their abilities would admit j 
such as a cow, or a calf, beads^ iron-shovels, 
hatchets, and the like. Every one was seryed 
once only, with a small quantity 6f toak in 9. 
calabash, before the ceremo^iy began. " All 
things being now duly prepared, they Tyaited 
for the signal frqm the umos.§ee^ whp was ^\\ 
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t^ time vesf. farttsy, tb.all outward apjpeaf axxce, 
in measuring his shadow with his feet. When 
it came to the length of three and an half, he 
gave the word. Upon which, one of the nearest 
rdations, vdia had the child in his arms, ran 
wkh him. up to the bull, and putting the child's 
right hand on the bull's right horn, repeating 
the following form of words : — 

Tyhew Dean Unghorray, Dean Antemoor, Dean 
Anebeleshey, Dean Androfertraer, Dean Me- 
guddumdumniateme, an Ruey Owley, Heer- 
razehu, ittoey aequo toey Anomebay loyhe 

» ittoey handrabeck enney Rafia loyhe. 

Which, in English, runs thus. 

Let the greJ^t God above, the lords of the four 
quarters of the world, and the demons, pros- 
per tliis child, and make a great man of him : 
May he prove as strong as this bull, and 
overcome all his enemies. 
If the bull roars whilst the boy's hand is on 
his horn, they look on it as an ill omen, . por- 
tending either sickness or some other misfor- 
tune in life ; and all the business of the umos- 
see is nothing more than this, to tell them 
what is the most lucky hour or minute (like 
our strolling fortune-tellers) to do it in ; for 
as to the religious part of the ceremony, he is 
nowise concerned in it, if there be any religion 
intended by it, which is somewhat to be ques- 
tioned : For any experiaiced man of the neigh- 
bourhood, whom they imagine understands it 
- best, 
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best, performs the operation, by feeling for the 
head of the yard, and cutting off the foreskin 
as dose as possible, tw6 men holding the child's 
legs and arms at the same time* As tathe 
nailie, it is given long before, and frequently 
is changed afterwards ; this child wat named 
Ry-Mocken After the foreskin is cut ofl^ an 
attendant, having a stick in his hand like a 
gun-ranmxer (the biggest end yrhereof is point- 
ed), puts the foreskin upon it, and going to the 
wood, throws it towards the east. The cere- 
mony being over, the child is delivered to the 
mother, who is all this time sitting upon a 
mat, with the women round her. And now 
their merriment began ; the thatch was all pull- 
ed off the toak-house, and I was ordered to kiU 
the bull and the oxen; but these not being suf- 
ficient, . my master sent for three more, which 
had been brought him by his friends ; for there 
were abundance of mouths to be fed. Before 
they began to drink, he took particular care to 
secure all their weapons, and no man was per- 
mitted to have so much as a gun or a lance j 
and then they indulged themselves in boiling, 
broiling, and roasting of meat, drinking of 
toak, singing, hallooing, blowing of shells, and 
drumming, with all their might Md main. I 
do not believe there were twenty sober persons 
among the whole company. These revels con* 
tinned all night; some went away the next 
morning, but most staid till evening,^ so that 
the feast lasted three days successively. 

These 
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in^ene people are gifeat admirers of tottk^tti^ 
$6nie of the vulgar sort as errant sots, arid a< 
lazy 9 as any in England, for they will eetl their 
Guinea com, carravances, nay, their very spadett 
and shovels, and live upon what the woods af<- 
ford theln. Their very lambers, too, if worth 
any thing, must go for toak j and they make an 
ordinary one serve their turn, so it will but 
Just cover their nakedness. It is made of the 
tree called the wooring, which they cut down 
with their lances. Tlie outer bark is taken 
away, and the inner, which is white, is peeled 
oflF whole, and beat with a stick till it is made 
soft and pliant, and then they wear it as a lam- 
ber ; but it can never be washed Their lam- 
bers, however, for the generality, are made of 
cotton dyed in the yam. The richer sort, in- 
deed, and people of distinction, buy silk and 
calicoes at sea-port towns, and often give a cow 
^nd a calf for no more tiian will make them 
one lamber. The men wear no other clothes; 
but they adorn themselves with mananelers, 
which are rings round their wrists, and these 
both men and women of distinction are very 
fond of. They are sometimes made of gold, 
(but where they get them I cannot say), often- 
er of silve^but more frequently of copper; 
which, at last, I found was produced and made 
in the coimtry, as well as iron. They dress 
their heads in a very agreeable manner, curl- 
ing up their hair to make it lie close ; for they 
}>^v? hair, an4 pot wool, on their heads, as the 
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G^^nea negroes ; fieitfeer are their noae$ flat, 
though small, or their lips so big as theirs, but 
^eir hair, is always black, and, in general, has 
^ natural ciirl. Dean Crindo's family are pe^ 
jcuiiarly distinguished on account of their long 
hair, and their copper-coloured skins. Not* 
withstanding they have no idea of letters, yet 
they have here very wholesome laws, which 
are fixed in their minds, and handed down 
from generation to generation : I well remem* 
ber many of them, the recapitulation whereof, 
1 flatter myself^ will be no disagreeable amuse- 
ment; to the reader. 

If one maliciously assaults his neighbour, 
and breakp a Jeg or an arm, the ofiender is fin- 
ed fifteen hpad of cattle, which are delivered to 
the party, injured. 

If one breal^s^ another's head, md he that is 
wounded has not returned the bJow, he has 
three beeves by way of damage. 

If two men quarrel, and one happens to curse 
the other's father or mother, whether they be 
living or dead, and his antagonist ha$ so much 
command of himself, as to refrain frpm curs- 
ing the other's father or mother, {le recover? 
two beeves as a compensation. ^ 

If a man is caught robbing hiS^neighbouri 
of an ox or a cow, h;^ is obliged to restore it 
tenfold. And this is executed too with the utt 
iBost rigour, notwithstanding jny master fre- 
quently broke this goofXlai^ ; but, like other 
grea^ ra?n, in raore polite parts, ^e was not B? 

be 
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be curbed by the ordinaf y laws of his coun- 
try; and yet he, as well as most others, found 
to his cost that there were those who could 
cope with him ; and was at last convinced, 
that if a man will live Amongst his fellow-ti^a- 
tures, he must be observant of the fundament- 
al laws which the community wherein he lives 
has framed for their mutual peace arkl tran* 
quillity ; without which men are not sociable 
animals, but each one is a mere savage, and th6 
world an uncultivated desert. 

If any one is found guilty of stealing Gui-^ 
nea com, carravances, potatoes, or the like, out 
of any of the plantations, he forfeits a cow and 
a, calf to the owner, or more, in some measure 
proportionate to the ojEFence, 

In case one man's cattle break into another's 
plantation, the owner, for every beast found 
there, must give an iron shoveL 

If any one steals another man's hive of ho- 
ney, and is caught, the fine is three iron sho- 
vels. These iron shovels, hoes, &c. are a kind 
of small money with these people ; for here is 
no trade but by barter, or the exchange of one 
commodity for another, and therefore they are 
as exact as possibly they can, in proportioning 
the value or one thing to another. 

If a man borrows an ox or a cow of his 
neighbour, and does not return it in a year's 
time, six calves are looked upon as an equiva- 
lent for the ox. And if he neglects payment 
at that time, those calves are supposed to be 
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three steers and three heifers ; and the increasd^ 
which, by a fair computation, arises by their' 
growth aikd productioaj, is the man^s right of 
whom the ox is borrowed ; and if it go on for 
tea years, or any longer term, it is computed 
what three bulls and three cows might have 
produced in that space of time, and all diat 
produce is due to the creditor. 

If a man lies with the wife of atiother man 
who is his superior, he forfeits thirty head of 
cattle, besides beads and shovels in abundance j 
but if the men are of equal degree, then the 
fine is twenty beasts only. [Note, A man can 
put away his wife at pleasure]. In this coun- 
try of Anterndroea, they are not addicted to 
such a plurality of wives as in some other 
parts of the island* If a man has but two 
wives here, and his brother, or an intimate 
friend comes to visit him, he never scruples to 
let him lie with one of them* 

The nearest of kin, even brother and sister, 
marry, if they have not the same mother. 

One brother, after the decease of another, 
often takes his wife, nay, his father's too, and 
lies with them j if they be not dieir own mo- 
ther's. 

To lie with one of the king's, or prince's 
wives, is death by the established laws. 

My master, Mevarrow, was jealous of a young 
man's being great with his wife, or, as he said, 
was well assured he used to lie with her. Whe- 
ther he had any just grounds for such a sus- 
picion. 
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lucion, I cannot say ; yet every Ixxly expected 
the young xnan would be killed for it ; but his 
brother being a chief man, and a £EiYourite of 
the Dean's, and the civil wars coming on, 
he seemed at that juncture to take little notice 
of it } but two years a^ter the o&nc^ when 
those dissentions were aj^ased, the man being 
constantly in his view, he deteimined to pu- 
nish him ; and accordingly, when the yptuig 
man, his brother, and some few slaves of us 
that attended them, were in the woods, (it be- 
ing so conmved, tmder fMretence of stealing and 
killing a cow), he and Dean Sambd drew the 
young man into a remote part of the woods, at 
a considerable distance from us, and in a short 
time we heard himJbolla three times ; at which 
instant Dean Mevarrow arose, and pretending 
xo stretc|i himself, with his lance in his hand, 
he struck the young man's brother through 
the body. This so surprised us aiU, that some 
of us ran one way, and some flew another, ima- 
gining our master mad, and some went home 
and positively asserted it as fact, this per»>n 
whom he killed not being the adulterer. He 
had been our master's counsel-keeper, it is true, 
and knew all the secret recesses of the women 
and cattle, and taking it for granted that he 
would turn his enemy, and revenge his bro^ 
ther's death, thought it most advisable to dis-* 
patch him likewise. Dean Sambo killed the 
su]qposed adulterer that moment the holla was 
made, which was the signal agreed on between 
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them; but whether he was apprized of Dean 
Mevarrow's wicked design upon the other, I 
cannot determine, for there were several others 
whom he brought there, as if he intended they 
should be witnesses of it. As Dean Sambo 
was the executioner, I was inclined to think 
there was more than suspicion, for that he was 
no cruel man, I was very sensible by experi* 
ence. I must own, I had entertained a very 
favourable opinion before of my mistress, as I 
had never observed any thing like it in her 
conduct ; but I had now almost done, not only 
with this family, but the country likewise, for 
Bvery circumstance in my affairs had some ten^ 
dency to promote my departure and escape, 
which, at length, I effected. 

Not long after this,- it happened, whilst I 
stole out to visit my own plantation, (my com, 
&c. being near ripe) that some of my catde 
broke into the plantation of a principal man, 
and did him «ome considerable damage. My 
fellow-slaves soon informed me of the misfor- 
tune, and went to seek the beasts, but they 
were drove home by the planter's servants, with 
very heavy complaints. I knew the danger of 
going within reach, or, indeed, within sight of 
my master ; and therefore turned aside into the 
wood, to consider what measures were best to 
be taken. At length I recollected the friend- 
ship between Dean Olaavor and Dean Mevaf- 
row, and for that reason went directly to hira, 
and laid my xmhappy case before hiin,. and 

begged 



Digitized by 



Googk 



Robert drury. » 241; 

begged he ^ouH use his best endeavours to 
reconcile me to my master. He readily com- 
plied with my request, made me very welcome, 
and desired me to stay, not only that night, 
but the next day and night too ; and then as- 
sured me that he would go with me himself, 
but business would not perinit him to go be- 
fore. By this means I was ab^nt Icxtig enough 
to alarm them, and give them just grounds to 
suspect that I had deserted. Dean Olaavof, 
however, went with me, according to his pro- 
mise ; and after he had expostulated the case 
with my master, aad obtained pardon, I was 
sent for in, and restored to favour, with only 
soni« friendly admonitions for my better con-- 
duct for the future. As soon as their conver- 
sation relating to my fault and pardon was 
over, they fell into discourse on other matters, 
and Dean Mevarrow put his hand to his mouth, 
which is an action tliey frequently use, to ex- 
press their surprise . at smy thing more than 
common. 

Dean Olaavor, says he, I sent yesterday for 
an umossee, to consult witit him about Robin, 
and to know what was become of him* Af- 
ter he had conjured a long time, he assured 
me that I should see Robin once more ; but 
the next time he went away, I should never 
see him again in the capacity of my servant or 
slave } for he will have a new master^ to the 
northward, with whom he will tarry but a short 
time, and then he will still go farther north- 

Q ward, 
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Ward^ and have more m^ters^ till^ at I»gtfo» 
he will return to his native country. I Usft^*^ 
kd^ I own, not only with attention^ but pieiit^ 
sure, to what he said, though I put no great 
Confidence in diese fortune-tellers^ Just as I 
was getting up to go home to my wife^ my 
master called me ; stay, says he, I have soBaer 
thing to say to you before you go. Perceiying 
that I looked a little startled and surprised, I 
shall do you no harm (says he), cmly secure 
you* The umossee was sent for immediatdly^ 
and then I found they were going to enchant 
me, (as diey imagined) that I should not run 
away. I had seen this magical j&irce acted be-- 
fore upon such slaves as they are jealous of^ 
frequently forcing an oath upon them by the 
demon Fermonner. And when these poor 
wretches have afterwards attempted to fly^ and 
bewildered themselves in the woods, ajni uiv- 
frequented paths, or hurt themselves by sjiy 
fall, or any common accident, they are weak 
Enough to imagine that the demon Fermonner 
was the cause ; that he confounded thesa^^and 
dazzled their eyes in such a manner^ chat they 
should not find their way. Two or three in- 
stances of this kind in an age are enough to 
make fools give credit to the whole* 

At length the wrinkled old wizard ^emers 
with solenm pace, and with a leering sneer in 
his haggard countenance, shakes his profiting 
noddle: Hal— r — ^Well, I see you have him 
fast # ■ I told yo\i so. ■ * ■ .■ . W ho is he that shall 
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pmsume to ^spise my projpliedic spint ? Yoa 
900 as naucb h^ proved tj^e as tfa^ time wiU 
p$rimLrrr--TrNegle^ wiy adnc^ for the future^ 
and look €» die northward fyr yimx slave.-—— 
But Y0a may lot^ aad setidi toio^ in vain ; 
it wiiJ thai hte !to0 late> i ■ j T he spirits, who 
are a^ tij cofiomand^ may dp sonjiiswiiat aow. 
Wliat (say? Deaa Ola^vor, wko was jaot so 
greata)t»fp9i: a$ Deaa Mevarrofv^QotmthstaAd* 
ing iua Ittlurbay) Iia^ proved true ? Rpbin 
jxeyjsr ran away at ail, he v^^ould have been 
here yesterday if I could have spared, time, so 
that there is nothing at j^l pf what you talk 
o£ ft'ay, venerable sage, says Dean Mevar- 
row, (interrupting OJaavor) pray proceed; I 
aent for yoil on purpose to tafee yonr adyice.-Fr' 
Prepare your charms* Away goes the fum- 
bling old fool to work, scraplilg a root, and 
mixing several ingredients together, which, I 
leras well satisi&ed, had neither good nor harm 
in dk&ax (for I was afraid of nothing but his 
nose dropping into it) ; muttering aH the time 
between jhds &w broken teeth, words that 
Neither he nor any one else k&ew the meaning 
o& Whesa the dose w^s pref^ed, he called it 
^ &rmoner, and put it into some canravan- 
ces, which w«re boiled on purpose, and it was 
gireQ. me in a calabash ; bitt, before l tdbk it, 
ne hung sereral roots about cie, one over my 
^yes, another ^ my back, o;ie upon my breast^ 
and one upon each leg, giving each of them a 
distinct name ; then scrapiilg ai Small quantity 
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from each of them, and putting it into the 
mess of carravances, I was ordered to eat it^ 
which I did, without the least fear or reluc-« 
tance j in the mean time he pronounced his 
curses, as well as prayers over me. Whenever 
(says he) he thinks of running away, remem* 
ber, O thou. Dean Fermonner ! how he has eat-* 
en what belongs to thee 5 and also, O ye, &c. 
[Here he named all the spirits belonging to 
other charmed roots.] how he has eaten what 
belongs to you ; and if he oflFers.to run away, 
arise in his stomach, O Dean Fermonner, and 
make him so sick^ that he shall be incapable of 
stirring : And yej which have hung at his 
back, break it asunder; let his breast be tor- 
mented with pain, and his legs fettered as with 
parra-pingos ; and if he attempts to fly, join 
all your united forces, and break his legs^ 
•♦vhenever he jumps, and steps over any thing 
that lies in his way. Thus the old dotard 
went on for a long time, but in a more abrupt 
manner, and without any method. He tossed 
his hands about^ and changed his voice almost 
every minute ; he made, in short, an hundred 
impertinent repetitions^ and cant words of his 
own invention, and foamed like a fanatical en- 
thusiast. When he had quite tired himself 
with "• preaching, he took off* the charm, and 
made me lick every individual root. Now let 
him go, says he, where he will; the de* 
mons which regard these charms will soon in* 
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form where he is, and I shall acc^uaint his mas-r 
ten 

I had a holiday that day, for my master was 
in a good humour, being highly delighted with 
what he had done, and sent a proper servant 
to do my business. When I came home, I 
found my wife in a very melancholy pos- 
ture, being und^r great concern, for fear I 
should be killed. She would have provided 
something for me to eat, but I had dined I told 
her, and then related to her the whole affair. 
She was overjoyed to find I got off so well, and 
was surprised thit I should be so dull*at it, 
since she knew well enough I did not regard 
any of these ceremonies, and made a jest of 
them : but my thoughts were quite otherwise 
engaged than she was aware of, and I did not 
think proper to let her know the truth, which 
broke my rest to that degree, that I scarce ever 
slept sound there any more, I found myself 
now under a necessity of running away at all 
adventures ; For, should sickness, or any com- 
naon accident attend me, so great was Dean 
Mevarrow's supersti^op, that he would, doubt- 
Jess, have thought it had been effected by these 
demons, or spirits, which weye invpked in this 
incantation, and taken it for an infallible tes^ 
timony of my resolution to go frpm him ; and 
then, very probably, in his passion he might 
have killed me. So that these conjurations, 
which Mevarrow depended on to prevent my 
departure,* had the direct contrary effect, and 
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if^ref e ttlie strongest motive that cotJd have iaj 
duced me to it, and made it absolutely neces^ 
iarjr that it should Ije soj yet I have often 
smiled to think how unexpeet^ly tnie his pre^ 
diction, or gtiess, ^ofed^^e^ep it^ all its ^ir* 
cufiists^ces. 

Whilst my head wa»f\ril of j^rojeas in orde* 
to accomplish my flight, I could fiot forbear 
feaying soiftethiilg in relation to it to a very tt-^ 
Vil honest young fellow, who kept cattle always 
near me, iand was a captive from aftotheriSotti- 
try. ^ One day I asked him from wh^ice he 
came, and he said from the northward Was 
i so near tqf Own country, said I^ as you are^ 
1 would not stay much longer ift ^lavety. Ncsr 
would I, says he, if it s^ere not for the deitwms, 
who, I am afraid, would break inj beiies, ever 
since the umossfee cursed me In the same so* 
leinn manner as he did you. At which I latigh- 
ed. Why, if you haye no apprehensioiis on 
that account, says he, ^ou may get away with 
as much ease as 1 At this I started, and told 
him I supjiosed he only said sd to try me. But 
he offered to enter into a solemft ofath before 
the owley, that he meant as he said, and would 
assist me in my flight. 

However, I dropt the argument for that day^ 
but I tried him the next ; for, aft|^r I had &wora 
him in a religious maniiei", (knowing hifli to 
be like mdst people, more religipusly inciin- 
fed under misfortunes than in prosperity)^ I 

confessed ingemK>usly nay secret intention^ and 
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asked his friendly advice. You have nothing 
to do, said he, but to fly directly to Dean Af-^ 
ferrer, who wiU protect you, and treat you in 
a courteous oianner. When Rer Vovvem's 
army comes next summer^ continued he, you 
icnay easily get to them', who would be proud 
to oblige the white men^ by sending you home 
tn the first ship which arrives at Feraignher j 
for nobody^ says he, in the whole island, will 
maloe a white man a slave, or keep him against 
his inclination, but these people. So that if 
you can but fly from hence, you will soon get 
to some town where ships come. I returned 
him many thanks for his kind advice, and told 
Kim I would shew him my beehives, and the 
roots of which the charm was made« This I 
did with a view to make him keep the secret* 
And now, I had but one hard task more to 
go through, and that was to prevail on my 
wife to accompany me, or let me conduct her 
to her father. It was a difiicult point to break 
my rnind to her ; but, at length observing her 
in an humour to talk of her friends, and wish 
she could see them, I told her, if she had cou- 
rage enough, and would keep the secret, and 
always love me, I would venture to carry her 
to them, and stay with her ; but she was su- 
perstitious too, and afraid I should be hurt by 
the incantations of the umossee, so that I press-? 
ed it no farther. But to part with her, and 
leave her not only in bondage, but to be ill 
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treated, perhaps, on my account, was a morti? 
fying consideration, for I sincerely loved Kct. 

However, there was an absolute necessity ; 
my resolution was fixed, and no time was to 
be lo^t. It was then wet and rainy, and I staid 
only till the weather was more favourable, 
which was about a fortmght ; near which time 
I took my comrade into the woods and shew- 
ed him my hives, and the manner how I dug 
the roots for the charms ; for to attempt to 
undeceive him would have been to no purpose. 
The night before t took my flight, I wilfully 
left a heifer in the field, having told my friend, 
when I called and desired him to look after my 
cattle, whilst I went after the heifer, that should 
be the private signal of my departure. He 
told me it was two days long walk to Yong- 
gorvo ; but I said I would rim it in one, and 
did not question but that I should get s^e thi- 
ther, (though my master should send after me), 
if I was but ^6 hours before them, When I 
came home with my cattle, my master took a 
survey of ^hem, and missed the heifer, but af- 
ter reprimanding me a little, he ordered me to 
get up betimes m the morning anji look for it, 
before it broke into any neighbour's planta- 
tion. 

This was what I aimed at, in order to have 
the whole day before me, but now came the 
hardest struggle, which was to take a last fare* 
well of my wife. It was some §ecret satisfacr 
jtion^ Jiowever, that J had ho child by her. I 
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was alcaost afraid tfa reveal the secret "to her j 
but at length, aft»r making her swear in the 
i3QOQt salenm manner by the owley, that she 
would never disclose it, I told her in direct 
terms that I was going, and the only thing that 
di^urbed me was parting with her. She beg- 
ged and cried most bitterly, but there was no 
staying for me any longer, my life being every 
day in danger. Had I been in any other part 
pf the country, where I could have lived with 
freedom, ease, and safety, I do not know what 
eflfects the unaffected love I had for her might 
have produced. At length, however, she was 
somewhat appeased, and I broke from her arms 
by break of day, but with what sorrow and re- 
luctance, such of my readers as are tender lov- 
ers can better imagine than I describe. I drove 
my cattle into the field, where my comrade was 
ready ; I did not go near him for fear of being 
observed, but called and bid him take care of 
my cattle ; he said yes, yes, and away I walk- 
ed, or rather ran, f<?r by that time the sun was 
two hours high, I was gpt beyond the first 
woods, which is not less than ten English 
jniles, if it could be measured. 

I had now a large plain of five or six miles 
to go over ; here I looked back evety now and 
then for fear of being pursued, but saw the 
coast was clear. My wife and friend, as I 
was informed afterwards, were true to the trust 
reposed in them. About noon, I came to a 
pqnd, wh^re I just w^tshed and refreshed my- 
self, 
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sel^ and kept joggiiig ooi^ tUl I at last espied the 
white clift of Yong-^-gorro. It is v^ high^ and 
appestred like limd diat is seen abfout seven or 
eight leagties at sea } that, hch^ever, did not dts- 
conf afge me, and two hours before Aight, I wad 
at the foot c^ k. It is half an hour's brisk 
-milk to go up the hill .to Dean AB^rrer^s toim» 
where I arrived safe, and went directly to hinu 
He thought, as soon as he saw me, that I came 
with some message frotn Dean Mevarrow, but 
I threw myself inmiediately at his feet, and 
begged his indulgence and protecticxii } then I 
informed him of all ti^^jmiseries I had under* 
gone, tiirough iny master^s crnel treatment df 
me, and the apparent danger my life was in 
every day, and at that time more than ever. 

No sooner was he convinced of the true rea- 
son of my ms^king thus my earnest applica* 
rion to him, but I perceived a pleasure glow- 
ing in his countenance, and he at once assur^^ 
ed me, that he would protect me at all adven- 
tures^ and that I should be a slave no longer j 
that I should do nodung but go Mntth him 
wherever he went ; and as a testimony of his 
sincerity, he would present me with a g\m. 
Now carrying a gun here, like wearing a sword 
in Englaiid, is the mark of a gentleman ; with 
this lance in your hand, says he, smiling, you 
look like a mall-a-cross, (which is a nick- 
name they give to one of the meanest of tl^eit 
natives), you shall now appear like what you 
are, a freeborn man* I licked his feet with 

' # all 
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to the custom t&tfre^ atld tettitned hiiti a thco^ 
6aiid thifcnkdj not did I forget my graceful M> 
kti0^tedgfil£»ts to the Dmne Gdo^tMi^ l^kd 
lifld thtls ^ given ^ticcedd to ffiy kotie^ en- 
deavotird to rtcover my fotmef stattd of firee- 
dam^ suxd t6 iiiij^rci his sLSbistaned ki tlw ebfi^ 
^etioii Df so happy si f^tqject^ i/trMcb I had ti6 
hopes of er^r patdiig into ekecutioti« 

Wheti I assured them that I eiooe from my 
o^m house in one day^ thete trtis scatce a&y 
one trofuM giire credit to die assettion^ About 
a i^eek after^ two messcsigers ft&m Deadi Me^ 
varrow came to de^nand bis white slave^ and 
to f epf oach Dean AiSerrer for not senditig mfe 
back by some of his oWn people on my first 
attital* This imperious message made him 
smile ; send him back, says he, and by my own 
people ; and his white ^ave too ! Why ? No one 
ever saw a white slave before, nor has he the 
least authority to make him one. I look upoA 
him as a distressed man, £ed to me for sue*- 
ftour^ and he shall nevet be exposed to misery 
any more« I shall make no slave of hxm, he 
shall be at his free liberty to stay with me, ot 
go where, or whenever, he sees convenient 
He here expatiated on the conduct of our 
people, with regard to Dean CrindOj which be- 
ing much to the same purpose, as has been 
hinted before, I shall not recapitulate* 

In short, he convinced the two men of the 
tfnreasonableness of their master's demand, so. 
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^at, that they excused themselves, and sald^ 
that they only came with a message ; and I 
only tell you, says he, what answer to return 
to Dean Mevarrow* After this, he entered into 
familiar discourse with them, and asked them, 
what day I came away ? When they told him, 
he was perfectly surprised ; and so were they, 
to find I had actually walked it in one day, 
for it could not bg much less than 60 English 
miles* I could not fqrbear rallying them, on 
account of their superstitious confidence in 
their unxossees. See, says I, how my legs are 
swelled ; how the spirits have jnade my bones 
rattle within n^y skin ; I was a white man, 
they said, and they had no power over me. 
As soon as Dean Afferrer had ordered them a 
house and provisions, and I had ipade some 
inquiry after my wife, which proving more to 
my satisfaction than I expected, I took my leave 
of them with pleasure, for I had some doubt 
before, what might be the effect of siiich 4 
peremptory demand from Dean Meyarrow, 

And now I lived, I must conf<?ss, with mora 
freedom than ever I had done 4s yet ; for I 
walked ^h(mt with my gun upon niy shoulder j 
when the Dean was disposed to eat, I ate with 
him, though not in the same dish indeed, for 
no one here has that privilege. , I had little 
else to do than to go with him a hunting, by 
which means I made myself expert in all the 
arts of taking wild cattle ; my principal busi- 
ness was to observe the situation of the counT 
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try, and to inquire the tout wkkh Ry^Nanno 
was expected to take. 

I was fond of going often on bunting, in or^' 
der to take paiticular notice of themo^ re* 
markabie mountains, which might hereafter be 
as so many land-marks to me. *Bissides Va* 
hitch Futey, or white hill, here is awother high 
mountain more to the northward, called Vo- 
hitch Manner, or red hill. It is in the form of 
a cone, or sugar los^, and run$ spiring up a 
great height j the inhabitants are of of^nion 
that it is the highest in the whole world. Af^ 
ter I had lived in this manner six months, Ry* 
Nanno met them by accident in the forest, as 
he was coming to give Dean-^Crindo, and the 
other lords, intelligence of the Feraignher ar- 
my being upon their march. This was such 
agreeable news to me, that I was at a loss how 
to conceal my joy, and for that reason I -walk- 
ed into the woods, for fear they should discov- 
er my inclinations by my deportment. I at- 
tempted to return my humble and hearty thanks 
to the Almighty in my native tongue, for the 
fair prpspect I had of getting to a sea-port 
town, but foimd I had forgot my English, and 
could scarce, with propriety, put three words 
together. However, the Madagascar language 
served me well enough to express the -senti- 
ments of my heart. « 
, Dean Afferrer told me, as soon as I came 
home, that he had seen Ry-Nanno ; that Rer 
Vovvern was dead, and that his son, Dean Mer- 
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Oiiigliist now mceeeftod himi md tliat Iiis sf» 
phew, Dean Trongha, assisted by bis brother^ 
Rer Befaiigber, wd iWi Memavgba'a brother, 
S«r Mimdiios^er, commaAd$d the army. As I 
WM cQfOTtmn^ with the dean^ I couki oochi^lp 
eocpTMiing my aoRrow fof Rer Vj9V¥«m*8 ciwth, 
becauos hf was so faithful a ffiwd to all whke 
men. I foynd he etjapected my design masu^ 
diately, for he told nm^ though i^ a Fery covurr 
te(m$ fnaoQer, that hie hoped I had no temptar 
tioa to change my plac^ of abod^ through hi^ 
treatmeoc of me* To which I spiled, after 
thanVing him £9r all his fiivours^ that I had no 
thouf^ of removing from my habitation ; that 
I was conscious to myself^ that I liyed as well, 
OF better than i could do in any other 'place. 
And, inde^ this was really fact ; (or he treat- 
ed me with the utmost humanity and complai^ 
aance. I eat and dnmk as he did, and did no 
manner of wnri^; but I perceived by this he 
was not: inclisbed to p^ with me, for which 
reason, I waa under a necessity to be ixuyrm 
dose ai>d artful than I should have been, had 
I not made such a discovery. 

OrdfiTS Tn^r^ sen^ to the three towns imdef^ 
Dean A^ferrer's command, that, instead of hunt>< 
ing the wild cattle, they should make propet* 
{>neparationa for hnntifig the wild boar, by 
which they meant the King of Merfaughla* 
Whereupon, all hands were instantly tst work^ 
deaning and fitting up their arms, £t>r there 
ar« arti&cera here who can make or mend a 
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ipfiflg,a»d^twmitj otlk^ t^illgf to Sims M 
w*U »9 lMi«e»» The womeDi fBiP^c^ftl tixeaa* 

WUP9 i ih»s» were m%i» of tb$ ^ae^ ma$$H^9 
as our m9t» ; tii^ dyMrea beat Gi»s^i «9mia 
order to cury wixk ujs, I mads k mj hm*r 
xxess to put Pe«» i^£^i7er'« «)4 my 9W9i gim 
in order, aod to <:a8t « (;oi»»dn<»ble quantity of 
dk&tt or rftd>9r «);i3gs, by tmime t htsh mth n 
round stick in a lump of clay, to ca^t the lead 
lA, aad cutting it aftsrirtf ds into tittle puetcey 
about half so inj^ long. Hioiugh they fre^- 
queniiy buy shot at the sea-^rts, yet tjjis w»» 
made, as I injtagioe, of the ieftd ^bicb they had 
procured Iroei the wr«£k ctf xnir ahk), 

Ry-Nanno went back, ^it^ he had giyen i»^ 
tice of the Feraig»h«r army's iswxh, to Dew* 
Troogha, in ofd&t tQ mmt him »t Vghitch 
Manner, according to ^y^mmmt. Jhm 
Oindo 9ent orders that we should march, asd 
meet him at the river where we watered P»r 
xatde, in Dean Mumanzadc's ooi^try. I m^ 
have staid at hotoe if I had tiic^ht propt^, 
but I was resolyed at aU advi^otu^es to go with 
jthtm, though I told Deim A£&rrer I was under 
some apprehen$i<»i$ of my oid master ^m»jy 
row, whom, I concluded, I should see there. 
But he bid me be undter no concern on that ac" 
«ount, for he would prjC«ectoie ; md Pean M^ 
.varrow, he was well asswed, would malje no 
disturibance in the army. However, it happen- 
«d better than I expected, for Mevarrow waiS 
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left behind^ Sick of the coiah, which, in Gtu-* 
nea, or the West Indies, is called the yaws. It 
is a cruel distemper, and bears a near resem-^ 
blance to the pox ; affects the bones and jointa 
with great pain and soreness ; breaks out aU 
over in blotches and dry scabs, and is mostly 
in the private parts, and under the arm-pits.. 
However, it is not actually the pox, for I have 
known children of three or four years old have 
it, whose parents never knew, by experience^ 
what it was. There are but few who escape 
it once in their lifetime ; but then they never 
have it more. In that respect it is like die 
small-pox, or the itch j and also caught as they 
are. If a person who never had it toUows one 
infected, in the long grass, or bushes : if he 
lies, or sits on the same mat, or even eats and 
drinks after the diseased person, he most as- 
suredly catches it. For which reason, they 
send their children, when afBicted with it, oiit 
to nurse, to such persons as live alone in re- 
mote places ; and when a man, woman, or a 
whole family is taken with it, they oblige them 
to go into the woods, and tarry there till they 
are perfectly recovered, which is frequently a 
whole year, and sometime^ two. 

It was good news to me to hear that Dean 
Mevarrow was left at home infected with this, 
distemper, and that Dean Sambo had the conif- 
mand of the people in his stead. For I knew, 
by experience, that he was none of my enemy, 
though he demauded me in his brother's name 
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upoA his first arriyal f but when Dean Affirrer 
had expostulated the case with him, and told 
him what answer he had returned him by did 
iftessengers j when h^ urged, that it was natural 
for a man to fly for his life, who was erery day 
in danger, and treated like a t»*ute, had he be^ 
a lawful slave, which wa6 not the case here. 
Dean Sambo gave up the argument, and tum*^ 
iftg t6 me, asked, it he had Hot several times 
saved m* ? I readily owned the obligation. Do 
nM be afraid, said He, for I shall hot insist ori 
my demaM any more 5 but pray come often^ 
aiid see me as a friend. I gratefully acknow- 
ledged all his favours; and particidarly thanked 
him for this last signal one, fcM: he confirmed 
the account I had given of tAyself bftfore. 

As Dean Crindo had intelligence of the day 
the Fefaitigher army was to join them, he put 
himself in a posture to receive them, with abun- 
dance of form and ceremony. He was seated 
under a great tamarind tree, with his sons, acw 
cording to th^ir seniority, on his right hand^ 
and all their people j on his left wei*e Dean 
Murnanzack arid his brethren, with all their 
people. The whole assembly formed a Hne of* 
above a quarter of a mile in length. • Aftet 
^ shon time the Feraitigher army appeared; 
and, as they advanced, they came dancing, each 
with a gun in his left hand, and a lance in his 
right ) their shells sounding, and their drums 
beatirtg. At a siftall distance they fired some 
pieces by way of salutation, which we imme- 
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diately retumeA And now the three geilerafir,/ 
Dean Trongha, Rer Befangher, and Rer Mun- 
drosser, went up to Dean Ciindo, and the rest;^ 
After the usual salutations^ they were all seated^ 
under the tamarind tree, and ten calabashes of 
' toak were sent for, by Dean Crindo, to enter- 
tain thencu I sat all this time behmd Deaa 
Affer»er, with his gun in my hand After mu- 
tual assurances of an inviolable friendship, the- 
division of the prizes of (battle was s^ed 
and adjusted. Dean Crindo and his sons^ 
were to have one third v Dean Murnanzack^ 
and his brethren, another ; and Dean Troi^ia^ 
and'his Iwrother, and eousi%.the remaind^. 

After they had amicably concluded their 
own aflSdrs,. and began; to bfe gay over their 
toafc, says Dean Trongha, you have got a white 
man amongst youv I perceive j yes, says Dean? 
Grindo, this is one of those who took me and 
my nephew prisoners, and would have de- 
livered us into Dean Tuiey Noro's hands, who^ 
was our adversary. I do not think, sa,ys Deaa 
Trongha, they would have done you afty harm ; 
you must doubtless have given them some 
provocation first. I did them ne injury, re- 
plied the other, that I know of; unless m^a- 
taining them well was doing them injustice*- 
They Were inclined, indeed, to go to j^jmx/^om^ 
and I would rather have detained them to a»- . 
sist me in the wars. And was not; this, says^ 
Dean Trongha, a manifest injury, and a just 
provocation^ to keep free 'men, against thei^!' 
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wills, in Ja coiintry far from their native hornet* 
I will tell you, however^ a very remarkable 
transstction of my graadfather*s i^th these 
white men, befwe he was rightly acquainted 
with them; 

An English ship came to onr sea-port 
town, (which they call St Augustine Bay) in 
order to buy provisions, and furnish thenif- 
selves with watSr : They did not go up to my 
grandfather's town ; but he thought proper to 
visit them, and made the captain a voluntary 
present of two oxen ; and the captain, as vo- 
luntarily, gave him a gun^ and some powder 
and shot, as a compensation^ The whites 
built themselves a house upon the shorei for 
the reception of their sick men* Some few 
days after we had been here, the white men, 
and some of ours, got in liquor together^ and 
a qiiarrei arose amongst them. At first, in- 
deed, they only beat one another with their 
fists I but, at length, they made use of wea- 
pons, , and a white man was killed upon the 
spot by one of ours. The news being carried 
immediately to the ship, the captain cam^ on 
shore ; and after a strict inquiry into the. fsmz* 
ter, he laid hold of the kingj whilst his pwple 
ran to the boat, and fetched th^ir arms* My 
father^ and Rer Vovvern instantly placed Aem- 
selves at the he^d of our people, and would 
have attacked them, but my grandfather pre- 
vented them ; for he w^s morally assured of 
being killed by one side or the other j so he 
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went contentedly on board their ship. Th€ 
fishermen were under no apprehensicms of dan^ 
ger from the whites, notwithstanding this dis- 
turbance, for they knew them, and besides. 
Were well acquainted with their msumers ; so 
^ey went on board, and asked, what the cap- 
lain^s demands were of the king? He said, sa- 
tisfaction for the loss of his white man. They 
returned, and, in the name of the king*s two 
sons^ asked, what satisfaction he required ? The 
captain insisted on their sending him die i^iiaii 
who kiUed the Englishman, and ten oiten, at 
an equivalent The fishermen had no more 
wit than to deliver their message in the hear- 
ing of the murderer, whereupon he fled direct- 
ly into the woods ; so that when they se^t to 
secure him, he was not to be found. The 
fishermen returned to the captain, and assured 
him, that they had made strict search for th6 
criminal, but could not find him; however, 
if he would be contented with a slave or 
two in his stead, or with twenty oxen, they 
were willing to give him them^ At this the 
captain was very angry, and perempt<Mrily in- 
sisted on their producing the same man ; for 
he had murdered his man in a most barbarous 
xpanner, and unless they found him he would 
keep theirfather; but,notwithstanding,he would 
allow them ten days time to make their fur- 
ther search for him. 

During all that interval my grandfather^s 
legs were loaden with irons, in cH'der to pre« 
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vent ius making his escape ; however, he eat 
and <lrank with the captain all the ten days 
time ; and was treated in a very courteous 
manner. When the term granted was expired, 
and the captain was fully satisfied they had 
done all they could to find out the murderer, 
though to no purpose, he took the irons off 
the king's legs, and asked him, if he would 
enter into a solemn oath, never, from that hour, 
to do any act of injustice to an Englishman, 
nor suffer • any of his people to do it, if he 
could possibly prevent it. To which my 
grandfather readily consented. When he had 
dined with the captain, they came on shore to^ 
^ether. What ! says Bean Crindo, do you and 
your family eat with white men? yes, savs 
Dean Trongha, we Andrv Voler (for that is tne 
surname of the family) not only eat out of 
the same dish, but drink out of the same cup 
too ; and look upon them as a part of our own 
family. We never attempt to assume an aur 
thority over them ; they come when they 
please, and go where they please, with us ; and 
if any idle fellows do what they ought not to 
do, their captain never hinders their being 
punished. These white men are very advan- 
tageous to us J and they would not come 
amongst ujs, if we did not treat them with ci- 
vility* Besides, our grandfather has laid us 
^11 under a solemn oath, with a curse annejs^d 
to all our posterity who shall treat an English- 
man with severity. For as soon as he and the 
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captain came on shore, the owley was brought 
out, and they entered into a solemn and per^ 
petual friendship, which all of us strictly ob- 
serve, and imagine that God will not prosper 
us should we break it. 

My grandfather hereupon gave the captain 
twenty oxen, whicjj, though he received, h« 
would return an equivalent in guns, and other 
things ; and had we this white man amongst 
us, we should give him such clothes as his 
countrymen have left who died there. He 
will never wear any of his own country clothes 
ajgain, says Dean Crindo, I believe. Better 
you were hanged, thought I, though I durst 
not say sa. 

The next day we marched to the borders of 
Merfaughla, and there encamped : I lay always 
in Dean Afferrer's tent. The next morning, 
however, we shifted our quarters, and march- 
ed a great way into the country, towards Man- 
ner-ronder (a small river passing through se- 
veral small towns), but fpund the inhabitants 
had abandoned them : and, from the dung of 
the cattle, which was very dry, we judged they 
had been gone about a fortnight ; for Wooz- 
ington was a politic man, and would leave no- 
thing for us to subsist on ; neither would he 
weaken his army by fruitless skirmishes, and 
unnecessary attempts, but wait till he was ful- 
ly apprized of our strength by his spies, and 
had collected all the force he could to oppose 
usj A iJ^an came to me from pean Trongha, 
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:^nd told me privately, that his master desired 
to speak witii me. To which I answered, 1 
WQuld wait on him as soon as I could ^possibly 
contrive to come without being observed. Ao- 
-cordingJy, in about two or three, days, I fomid 
a proper opportunity, and told Dean Afierrer 
i was going to see Dean Sambo. You need 
not ask me leave (said he), but do not go any 
where else. JBy which I tnew his meaning, 
-and found he was jealous of me. However, 
I returned, and, by privatb ways, and in the 
dark, got to Dean Trongha's tent, where was 
-a numerous assembly. He spoke to me in 
English, and asked me, how I did? I was 
obliged to answer him in the Madagascar lan- 
•guage, for I had forgot, I told him, my mother 
Aongue. This, and my being naked withal, 
moved his compassion to that degree, that he 
spoke as indulgent things to me as my own 
father could ; and assirred >me, that if he could 
find any means to take me witdi him, he wotdd 
send me home in the first ship. Whilst we 
were talking, Rer Befaugher came in, who, 
shaking me by the hand, said, brother, how 
do ye do ? I answered, very well ; but could 
speak no .more English, without a mixture of 
this country .language. They informed me, 
that there had lately been .some English men 
of war in quest of pirates; and that they had 
directed them to St Mary's, and Mattatanna, 
which are situated on the other side the island; 
and that there was but one white* amongst 
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fk&Ddy and hie a Dutchman; aiul moragVer, that 
an Englishman had been killed not long sin^e 
in the wars. I told him, I was deti^rmiDed, at 
all adventures, to escape, and follow them; 
but thty said, they would purchase me, thou^ 
diey gave six slaves for me. i^ter thanks for 
so opurteous a promise, ^nd a mutual agre^ 
ment not to take any public notice of each 
f^er, 1 took my leave of them, and went to 
Bean Sambo's tent^ who also treated me in a 
very handsopie manner : He told me, he was 
going to live by himself; ^nd asked me, if I 
^Pfould cQme to him ? And I promised him I 
would : I took piy leav^i and returned to our 
tent. The next morning we held a consulta?- 
tion, in which it was detennined, to throw the 
army into three divisions, and march a^breast^ 
but, at a quarter of a mile's distance from one 
another. We saw nobody all this time, till 
we were near the icapital town ; and then we 
perceived their spies that observed us, but the 
inhabitants were all fled. We passed the rive? 
Maimerrronder, and encamped upon the plain; 
we had not been Ipng there before three men 
called to our people, and desired them to ac-? 
quaint Dean Crindo, that Dean Woozington 
proposed to pay him a visit next nxoming^ 
Now he was an artful man, and full of strata- 
gems, so they knew he would endeavour to 
surprise, or over-reach them : Upon which, we 
went hard tp work to fortify the camp, which 
was thrown in a circular form. We cut down 
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aeveral trees, and set up forked limbs; the 
spaces were £lled with great pieces of wood, 
piled one upon another lengthwise, at least 
four feet high j and, as they joined dose, thej 
made a wall of it : In die next place, we dug 
the ground .about a foot deep, and about seven 
feet wide, and threw up the earth against the 
wooden pile, to make the wall still stronger : 
we left only two narrow entraiures. The loose 
small boughs, with the leaves, were thrown 
carelessly, as it were, without side, to hide the 
fortifications ; so that it^ looked like nothing 
but a- common method they observed, in order 
to conceal their numbers. When our camp 
wais made seou^e, some few cattle were killed; 
and we all went to supper, and then laid us 
down under our tent-cloths ; for we did 
not set our tents up, neither did we pull 
off our lambers, but lay close imder the for- 
tifications, prepared for an attack ; the slaves, 
that carried the provision, were planted in the 
centre. 

We arose by break of day, putting our guns 
through little holes, which we had left in our 
wall on purpose ; and kneeled to fight with the 
more ease, and to take the better aim. We 
had not been in readiness above ten minutes, 
before we saw them coming down with fury 
upon us. Whilst we were preparing to receive 
them, another party appeared on the contrary 
side, and proposed to have come upon our 
back? J but, as we wer§ in a circle, we were all 
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front. Our shells w^re immediately soundeci, 
and our drums beat ; but we soon altered this 
for another kind of noise. When they came 
within thirty yards of us, they fired briskly^ 
still approaching; and, having no notion of our 
wall, expected we should^ soon retreat frcwapi be- 
hind the boughs. I observed their eyes red 
with smoking jermaughla, which m^nde them 
more resolute than usual : of this, I shall give 
a particular description, after the account of 
the engagement, Ry-Opheck, with a body of 
xnen, attacked one of our entrances : he came 
skipping along, his eyes glowed like fife, he 
had a lance in one hand, and a gun in the 
other ; his people ran after him in so furious 
a manner, that Trodaughe and his people, 
who should have defended the passage, gave 
way. We were employed on our side, and 
knew nothing of it, till he had got within our 
^amp; at which time one of our chief men 
turning about, and seeing Ry-Opheck stabbing 
our men, fired at him, and shot him in the 
belly. When he found himself wounded he 
retreated, and fell about thirty or forty yards 
from the place ; his people, instead of reveng- 
ing his cause, turned backward when he did. 
(How common men will sometimes mimic a 
general's behaviour !} But when they saw him 
fall, they returned to bring oflF his body, and 
this brought on a warm engagement in the 
open field ; for Dean Afferrer jumped over the 
works, and most; of us, who werQ his people, 
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^er him, and forced them to retreat. Here 
one, who was distinguished from the rest by 
his yellow complexion, and who seemed of su- 
perior rank, took aim at me; but luckily miss- 
ing me, r wounded him in the thigh, and ran 
up to him. I found his hand was full of pow- 
der, in order to charge again^ and he threaten- 
ed me hard ; but I snatched his lance from 
him, and prevented him from either doing me 
any further mischief, or hurting any body else. 
Another such push, on the contrary side, so 
totally defeated the enemy, that they flew for 
it ; aritt we pursued them, but not indeed very 
far, because we were unwilling to divide our- 
selves, least Woozington should have turned, 
and taken the advantage of our confusion, 
which he certainly WQuld have done, had an 
opportimity ofiered. • 

When we returned to our camp, the deans 
all assembled at Dean Crindo's tent, who took 
notice of each individual man according to his 
merit, returning them thanks for their courage 
and conduct ; he next made inquiry what men 
were lost on our side, and found no more than 
sixteen killed, and thirteen wounded. After 
that he sent out to number the dead bodies 
of the enemy, and found the total ^mounted to 
one hundred and seventy-five ; among whom 
were sixteen persons of distinction; two of 
Woozingtx)n's youngef sons, Metorolohatch 
and Rer Fungenzer ; his nephews, Ry-Opheck 
^d IVer Chula ; the names cjf the rest I never 
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heard Dean Crindo gave orders, that the bo» 
dies of these sixteen great men should be cut 
to pieces, and scattered about the field, that 
their friends might not bury them. Two or 
three day^ afterwards, we marched further in- 
to Merfaughla, plundering and spoiling all 
their plantations* 

As these people are more addicted tx> smoke 
jermaughla thaii any others, it will be proper 
to give a description of it here* It is a plant 
that grows about five feet high, and bears a 
small long leaf with a cod, which contains 
about a dozen of seeds, like hempseed : These 
leaves and seeds are mingled together, and laid 
in the sun, for three or four days successively, 
till they are very dry ; and so prepared, are fit 
to be smoked. Their pipes are made of reeds, 
or rather small canes. Sometimes they make 
use of a very long shell, which answers the 
end proposed. The quality of it is such, that 
it makes them drunk; their eyes look red and 
fiery, and their looks fierce and savage. It is 
easy to know a man who smokes jermaughla; 
whilst the efiects last, they are more vigorous 
and resolute, acting, as it were, like madmen. 
Those who are too much addicted to it are good 
for nothing, but diuing the time they are in- 
toxicated with it. My curiosity led me once 
to smoke a little myself; but it made my head 
so very giddy, that I was drunk, as it were, 
for tliree days together, and so sick, that I ne- 
ver mipddled moi^ with it^ 
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Our sfued were two days b^ore they cottM 
discovter aay catde. At lengthy howler, they 
iafbrmed us, they had heard some bellow; 
whereupon a thousand tn&a were detached to 
fetch them. Tlaey were gone a whole week j 
they returned, however, vrith above two thou^ 
sand beeves, and two hxmdred and fifty cap* 
tives, won>^i and children. This great prize 
made them fond of a second expedition ; so, 
upon a consultation, a new camp was formed, 
asad fortified in tl^ same manner as before ; in 
wMch Dean Crindo remained with four diou^ 
sand Aen, whil» two ^^ousand went out to^ 
plund^, and, cm their return, two thousand 
more were to ga 

Bean Afferrer, Dean Sambo, Rer Mimebo* 
lambo, and Rer Befaugher, went out with two 
thousand men. We had three or four for our 
guides, who were perfectly well acquainted 
wi^ the country, and knew where the cattle 
were usually fed. We were two days before 
we came into any of their tracks, and then 
they were all driven off; and, as appeared by 
the^ marks, quite difierent ways. So our 
jUrmy divided. Dean Sambo and Rer Befaugkef 
went northward, and we south-west. We 
marched in the tracks all day, and all the next 
night, as it was moon-shine ; We found our* 
selves in die morning near the sea, where they 
had driven the beasts to the margin of the wa-- 
ter, that the ebbing and flowing, and the wash 
cf the sea, might efface their footsteps on the 
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Mnd^, as ind^^ it did^ m a: gireat meacoi'e ; 
but we continjied.our mardi allday, till we 
fomld out where tbey turned oflP towards the 
Twoods. The ueat iiH^mng, cmr, spies came m^ 
and iafomwdus^ thjat they heard. a cow bd^ 
low. • We soon came . to the plain^ where w© 
&und aft hundred at leasts but. these were not 
sufficient J and therefore, narrowly observing 
their footsteps, w^ trac^ them farther, aisd 
found eight or niae hundred more. ; Here 
were, besides, two or three hui^ked sheep, 
which we killed; the best of them we dressed^ 
and left thf^ others behind us# However, we 
were in .great want of water,, for we had none 
near two days. At length, one of our. scouts 
discovered a pond, where the cattle^ uaed to 
drink; and this, though hot. and foul, .we e%* 
gerly drank, as^ we could get no b^ter. Till 
this time, we saw no enemies, though .we ei^- 
j«cted them ; for we could see the cow--herds 
fly from their cattle, in order, no doubt, to 
alarm their masters. And zb scmie of us were 
taking up this water, as clean as we could, in 
our calabashes, and whilst one, in j^trticular^ 
was stooping down to wash his lamber, a,v<d- 
ley of shot was fired amongst us, before we 
perceived any body. We looked up, and sa.w 
about eight or ten men, who ran back into tha 
wood, which was extended along on the other 
side the water, within three or fourscore yards* 
}Ve fired at them, but they vanished out of 
sight. None of us were hurt, but the ma» 

who 
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wha was washing bis lamber^ who received a 
shot in his fundament, on which he instantly 
expired. 

Though I had been superstitiously addicted 
to observe certain fixed characters, or haeroglj-*- 
j[>hics, when they occurred to me in dreams, 
which was indeed but seldom, and used to 
&id they foretold some thijigs to me, yet I 
could nc^ but observe a remarkable instance 
which we had hore^ of relying on dreams ; and 
I did not fail taking notice of it to Dean AffeP* 
rer, and dxereupba tjo^tiim their superstitious 
devoAxis to their oli^leys into ridicule ; for 
seeing me come in a hurry, and hearing guns 
go off, he asked, what news ? Nothing, said I, 
but a man was killed by the order of his gods. 
How ! says the Dean^by the wder of his gods! 
I do not imderstand yoxu Why, says I, a man 
prayed to his owley last night, and when he 
lay down, bid it not.fail to come wh^ he was 
asleep. The demoaot, which atteujis his owley, 
according to his desire <ame, and told him in 
a dream ; or, which is much the same thing, 
he dreamed he told him, that he;^u$it wash 
his lamber the si^xti morning. He wi^t along 
with us, in dt)c.dience to this divide vision, to 
the watering pkce^ though he had no other 
business there ; and as he^toc^)ed t(> w^h his 
latmber, was killed by a random shot, which 
he received in his posteriors, from some 
•of our fugitive enemies j who fired, ran awa^ 
and hurt nobody else. I was under no appre- 
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hensions of Dean Aff^irer's anger on this piecv 
of raillery ; for persecution, on account of dif-^ 
ference in religion, is not thought of there. 

I remei^ber one instance, whilst! lived with 
Dean Mevarrow, of a piece of bigotry, mord 
blind and sensless, if possible, dban this ! a 
young man had an owley, the demon of which 
was called Ry^'-L^Fu. He made his addresses 
one night to him, and Ry^-Leffu in a dream 
told him, that his brother must sho(^ at hira^ 
Early in the morning, be takea above an hour's 
walk to his brother; tells his dream, and do* 
sires him to perform the order of Ry^effiu 
If is brother endeavo^H^ t# dissuade him from 
it, but the other insisted it must be done, or 
worse would ensue. Well dien, says he, I 
will shoot tiear you, but take care to miss yoiu 
No, says the bigoted idiot, it mti^ be executed 
according to order, without the least j^erari* 
cation ; for I am fully persuaded, that the de* 
xnon will defend m^ from all harm* At l^igth^ 
he prevails on his brother, who loads hifc piece, 
and stands about thirty yards distant,, atid&et 
at his lower parts ) but, notwithstanding all his 
precaution, he broke a leg f and then (blaming 
himself for his credulity, and being so easily 
over-ruled in an action he nowise approved 
of) ran, widx* tears in his eyes, to rfie asiist^ice 
of the v^oilnded bigot. In short, widi the 
usual means, togetheir with^ome of the fat of 
% sacrifice, laid on the owley of Ry*Leffu, the 
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wotkBd was healed; but he never' recovered 
li^e free use of that leg. 

We drove our cattle to the sea-^ide, the same 
way we came, by the verge of the water, and 
and* went roimd the Bay, called St. John's^ 
I took particul^ notice of it ; there is a ridge 
of rocks, which, s^med to extend quite across 
it> so as^ to l^ave no entrance ; but were there * 
a channel wide enough for ships to sail in, it 
would be a very commodious harbour, the 
water being smooth within. Not far from 
hence, as I have heard, on the coast of Mer- 
fgiughla, a French ship was cast away about 
two or three years before ours, and the whole 
crtw destroyed ; but the reason of their inhurr 
man murder, or the particular circumstances 
qf it, I could never learn. They have no ca- 
xH)ea, diJier here or in Anterndroea ; for which 
reason the natives can have no commerce with 
«hips : for they are very treacherous to white 
men of any in the island. Whether their little 
aquaintance with Europeans gives them a drea4 
of them, 1 cannot say ; but, I am sensible, they 
Imagine that white men are extremely addicted 
to fighting, and not so tender hearted as them*** 
selves. This received notion may be a greaf: 
motive to their destroying them on very trivial 
provocations ; for they are always jealous that 
ti^ white men have some cruel designs upon 
theni. So that they are ever on their guard[, 
dreading the audacity and superior skill whiclip 
jhe Europeans have over them in point of war^ 
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As to theit ftietcy: in ^iifeb pl4c*8 WkSf* 
they have subdued them^ as the fr&ich did id 
Antenosa^ they m^ them all elav^^^ mVeited 
Ae whole order of their govertiifaeirt j dlid 
most of them being illiterate seaiiieti, Whb to^ 
tkpon them to rule, they shehtired do rij^^d^ 
feither to morality, civility^ or cotD£6&& de^ 
feency ; made no distinction of pet^soflfe, tod.^ 
fbunded all order, and treated every blaek aft 
if he was a brute, and so much inferidt td 
fliemselves, as not to have the lea&t rights ot 
title, in their opinions, to the coiftmon J^Vi* 
leges of human creatures : so that to kill oat of 
them was no more than killing a dog^ c* tny 
other noxious animal whatsofeven I do"^ fiot 
make this as a gener?il reflection oh the Fr&^th 
only, though, if credit was to be given to^ hafflF 
*vhat the ixatives say, they were guilty of the 
most scandalous and execf able action? : out 
town countrymen (too much addicted to theit 
follies and vices) are not exempt from the jtiat 
cause of this scandal upon white meti ; for the 
conduct tof our British pirates, and othets too, 
who are not willing to be thought irthiiman^ 
has been Ijarbarous to the last degree, And iii 
the countries of Anterndrpea and Merfaughla^ 
where no ?tctrie? ari? told hxtt what a^ very 
strange, and as they cannot distinguish by ex»- 
j^rience, that wicked men sre the product o£ 
every l^nd, and having seen no good' ones here, 
*teverv white man is looked upon, by them, a$ 
m^ch a monster, as ^ capnibal is by us. 
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mfe reeomie^ to tmr camp widi our lK)Gt5r, fbur 
.4iys before Rer Bef;»\igber ; who not only got 
A good prize of cattle^ bijit of captives likewise ; 
HUrhich titty discovered fey the observance of z 
:6mok^' Dean Crindo was in'pain to be home, 
lest D^m Woozington should go into his coi;in« 
fry and plunder it ; but Rer Mw»drosser, ^ancj 
Pean Mussecoro would take their turn, to see 
what they could find ; and returc^ed with slaves f 
as well as cattle;. We had no enemy all thi^ 
time came near us j for ]>ean Tronjgha staid 
in the camp irill we returned* } told Dean Af^ 
|err6r, I would go and pay Dean Sambo a visit 
as before, on purpose to conceal my visit to 
the other^ He treat)^ me with the same good 
iaoanners ad at first ; but whilst we were in disr 
eoxirse, oae of Dean Aflferrer's slaves came in, 
and ^Id me^ his njaster desired to speak with 
mt. I durst not speak privately to Deaiji ' 
Trongha before him, nor would I stay as he 
would have had me^ but went directly with the 
man, being apprehensive of some ill treatment^ 
When I came, he was in af terrible passion, 
charging me with being deceitful ; and asking 
me, if I intended jo go away with thjem? he 
would take care, however, that I should not go 
#ut of Antjemdroea. I might go anywhere 
^sonong his own country men ; but he would 
not part with me. I perceived hp was der 
jtermined to be my master, ' though hje was a 
inuch fcetter than Dean Mevarrow : for h# 
jiever offered to strike, much Jess to kill, me, 
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It was fourteen' days before Rer Mim4it<>Stei^ 
returned ; he brpught likewise several slavey 
as well as cattle. A^ soon as the cafttle werej 
divided, which was the jiep^t day, the arm^^ 
marched back into Anterndroea ; for Dean 
tirindo would not consent that thp feraignha-^ 
rians should go home, till they had accpm-i 
panied him itito his own country, aiid till he 
was out of danger : our habitation on Yojig- 
gorvo hills lay in the way. Dean Tropgha,i 
witli his bro^fher, and cousin, came the night 
jbefore we parted, to take their leave of I)ean 
Afferrer; and after some general discpyirse, he 
said, if you will part with yqur white man I 
will give you three slaves for him. Though 
this was a handsome price, yet my master, for 
so I must call him, made answer, I will not 
take three times three for him. So no more 
was said, and Dean Trongha went his way^ 
The next morning, before they marched, I had 
the oppprtunity of seeing one of the Feraignherr 
men ; whereupon I desired him to assure his^ 
general, that I wpuld be with them in three or 
four days at farthest; for I was determined^ 
to run away, jpid follow their tracks af all ad<{ 
ventures : at present, indeed, I was prevented^ 
because, as they were jealous of me, two mea 
were ordered never tp let me go qat^ of theirs 
sight, either by night or day, till we got, home^ 
And for two months afterwards, I was never 
fiiffered to go anywhere without soffiebody 
with me. 

Befor^ 
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Before I take my farewell of Anterndroea, my 
readers may justly expect an account of such 
things as^I thought most worthy of observance, 
and which have not hitherto been described ; 
and which, indeed, are but few, considering the 
great variety of things, which a more curious 
person than myself would have employed him- 
self in inquiring into : but when they consider, 
how young I was when i first came here ; how 
I passed the prime of my years in 'slavery a- 
mong these savages," and the little, or no hopes I 
had of ever making any escape, it will not, I pre- 
sume, be expected, that at this time I should 
have known what was worth a virtuoso's regard. 
I shalLnot, however, supply these deficiencies 
of mine, as many travellers frequently do, with 
inventions of my own: I could n^t help know- 
ing such things aa were of daily service, and 
in common with other places ; such as bonanas, 
plantains, monkies, turtle, and an hundred 
other things of the like nature, which would be 
impertinent to give a particular detail of. 

There is no good thing to be met with, either 
on the trees, or in the earth, that lie within 
three or four miles of the sea ; nothing but 
short prickly wood, that bears no eatable fruit. 
In the country, there is great variety ; among 
which is a currant, that grows on a tree, not a 
bush, as in Europe, and is very pleasant. 
Here is a very large tree likewise, that bears a 
plumb ; which is black when ripe, and as big- 
Sis a cherry ; with little stones like those of 
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gri?ip6s J Acre are thorns too on the tree, aSont 
two inches lot^g. Here is a fruit like a sloe, 
which grows also on a prickfy h\xsh: j but is* 
tery sweet* Another fruit grows on the most 
stately trees, that are speckled like a sparrow's 
egg, and in the same shape j which is full of 
seedsy and very juicy : it is looked upon^ as an 
infallible cure for fluxes ; the leaf of it is like 
diat o£ a pear-tree** Here is a tree,; the Ifeaves^ 
and tender sprigs whereof wiR sting Kke nettles: 
The root of this is of great serviGe^ when water 
is scarce ; which it c^ten is in many parts of 
rfiis country j and sl^ this root i» spongy, it re-r 
tains abundance of juice ; we beat it in a 
wooden mortar ^as we beat our Guinea com)^, 
and express the liquor ; they 'make rc^es of the 
feark of this tree,. Here is wood in plenty, fit 
f<»r building •y as also some cedar and ebony^ 
but none proper to make ship masts oL The 
plaiiis are well covered with divers kinds of 
grass, and of various colours, which grow 
much taller than any in England : they never 
cut any down for hay, for before the old is dead, 
there is new springing up under it } but the 
old grass is commonly set on fire. Here is also 
some tobacco, which they smoke in reeds, os 
shells,: as they do the jermaughla. 

When I was in Dean Murnanzack^s country,. 
I frequently went a fishing ; but they have no 
canoes, as I hinted before, so we only go upon 
the rocks, and fish with hooks and lines, and 
not with nets ; night is the best time, when it 
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i$ Jow w«t?r* 1%ea we cany UghlES with us, 
fmd take the fish out of deep Utde holes (as the 
pegroes $slj) £|st asleep. Here are abupydance 
of lob^ter$, and craw-fish, which never, run 
aw*y at sigh^ of the lights. We have also a 
$harp pike, poiade for no other purpose but to 
strike fish. Jtlere are eels, and the sword-fish, 
and such other fish as are common to coun^ 
^ies in the same climate ; but many of a specie^ 
I never saw elsewhere. Here is one fish as 
round as a turnip, and fall of prickles, which^ 
I suppos?j may be called the sea hedge-hog ; 
but ija their language it is called sorer-reake. 
liere is ^ewise great plenty of fine turtle. I 
never kjiew the co\iatry ii^sted by any beasts 
of frejj such as tigers, lions, &c. The wild 
fo^es^ wild boars, suid wild dogs, are the worst 
we h?iTe in Antemdroea. Here is a creature of 
the species and form of the serpent, which is 
very l^ge : one of which I killed, by tearing 
its )i\^e jaws asunder with my hands ; it was 
^(?wise v^noniQus, nor did I ever know of a 
serpent which killed or hurt any man by its 
vei^om^ Several of themhave been bit by them^ 
and no worse hurt has accrued, than is custom- 
ary from the bite of any beast. 

While I was in Yong-gorvo, our em^oyr 
in^nt,^^ well asdiversioii,was principally hunt- 
jaag of wild cattle ; and here I observed th^ 
p$<^l6 call these cattle Hattoy's cattle; or 
4nomeb*y Rer Hattoy : the tradition they have 
of their original is, that they belonged to a greap 
iag*n, named Hattoy ; and he, being very ava^ 
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ricious, would kill none of them, but let theirt 
multiply, and run about wherever they would^ 
He lived in the desart ; but his family and 
people, after his decease, lived with a king of 
an inland dominion, called Untomaroche ; and 
left most of their cattle behind them. Others 
say, that Rer Hattoy, and most of his people, 
were killed ; and that the other cattle being 
better approved of, his were neglected ; and 
itroUing about in the forests, they multiplied 
withoiit interruption. But this nowise ac- 
counts for the manner in which they came 
intd the island. This Hattoy, assail allow, 
was a native ; so that I am- apt to believe 
these were the original cattle of the coun- 
try, and the tame beeves were imported ; 
for there are the same cattle, with humps on 
their backs, on the coast of Natal, and Dilligoe, 
in Africa. These are preferred to the others, 
and bred up^ whilst the Hattoy's were neglect- 
ed ; and what confirms me in this notion is, 
here are two sorts of people^ as if they were 
two distinct species of mankind, of '^hich 
I shall have occasion to give a full account in 
a more proper place. 

When Dean Aflferrer had kept strict watch 
over me for about two months, and thought 
the track of the Feraingher army Was inipos* 
sible to be found, as the gfass was grown up 
again, he took me with him a hunting thes^ 
Hattoy's cattle agaiii : we had very good diver- 
sion, had not the conclusion proved tragical^ 

for 
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fcr we killed five cows, and had thoughts of 
departing ;- but a bull ran off with a lance in 
his side, and we, being loth to lose it, pursued 
him, and stuck two or three more in his belly; 
When his wounds smarted he grew enraged, 
and turned upon us. One man, more bold than 
the rest, thf-ew another lance, and hit him on 
the back Upon which he ran directly at the 
man ; we halloed to frighten him off, but he 
pursued his adversary, and, when he had over- 
taken him, he tossed him several yards above 
his head : the ground where he fell was stony^ 
and we were afraid of throwing lances, lest we 
should hit the man, who was all this time en- 
deavouring to rise ; but the bull pushed him 
down, afe often as he made the attempt, and gored 
him to that degree with his horns, that he soon 
died. When we perceived the man was past 
all recovery, we threw more lances at the bull, 
till he fell down like a log. I have known 
them fight so long, that they have been ab- 
solutely dead before they fell ; for they will 
fix their feet so wide, and die standing so firm, 
that we have been obliged to pull them down 
by the tail. They were forced to dress the 
meat this evening, because of going home ijext 
day with the corps of their neighbour. When 
we had roasted the beef, and made an end pf 
our supper, we made up our enters for the next 
morning. For my part, I packed up as much 
as I could conveniently carry, for I was detes^ 
uained to go away this very night.- 1 lay dowi>, 
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indeed, whan the rest did, but could aot «leep 
much, it may be supposed, for thinking of the 
hazardous journey I was aboiM: to imderta^ke. 
Every one else slept sound enough, a^ tk^ 
were tired, and their bellies were full ; so abo^t 
midnight I took up my burden, aftd 4way I 
marched, directing my course to the nort^ 
ward, not without recommending myself to 
the good providence of God to be my conduc* 
tor. 

The instructions I received from Ry-Nannb^ 
and which, on inquiry, I found from others, 
was to go to tlie southward, till I came to Vo* 
hitch Futey ; and to le^ve it on my right h^nd, 
directing my course between the north ap4 
west, till I got to the great river Oneghgir 
loyhe, which goes to St Augustine's Bay j then 
to keep along the river, till I saw lygh la»4 
running along the westernmost parts of the 
forest } and then, when I had pa$spd oyer the 
river, to go away to the westward. 

I walked very briskly all night, and at break 
of day I saw the white mountains very near : 
by this I perceived I had made a great progress, 
and therefore would not conceal myself as at 
first I proposed, but proceeded on my journey, 
looking sharp about me, thinking it morally 
impossibly for them to overtake and find pae, 
should they have attempted it. I went,* thejF^ 
fore, merrily on, singing Mad^igascar songs j fof 
J had forgot all my English ones. The hfir 
lowing of (the Wild cattle wou4d npw juid ttoft 
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make me start, imagining they were my pur- 
suers. When I came to a pleasant brook, I 
baited there ; and at sunset I looked out for a 
covert in a thicket to lie in ; but I could not 
find one near at hand : so I was contented to 
repose myself in the open plgin, pulling up a 
sufficient quantity of grass for a bed, and a 
pillow, and making a small fire to warm my 
beef. I did not think proper to make a great 
one, for fear of its being discerned at a distance, 
for in the afternoon I observed some fixes to the 
eastward of the mountain. ! was disturbed ict 
my sleep by night-walkers, whom I imagined 
Were my pursuers ; aijd accordingly, I took up 
my lances in order to defend myself; but when 
I was thoroughly awake, I found they were 
only some of Hattoy's cattle, that snorted at 
the smell of my fire, and ran away, much more 
afraid of me than I was of them. 

The second day, in the morning, I staid till 
the sun appeared before I moved forward, that 
I might not be deceived in my course ; for being 
a-breast of Vohitch Futey, I walked more easily; 
and though I was under no aprehensions of 
being overtaken by Dean Afferrer*s people^ yet 
as there might be others in the forest a-hun- 
ting of beeves, I was very circumspect. Nothing^ 
remarkablehappened this day. I looked out early 
tills evening for a lodging, the clouds gathering 
very black ; and soon found a large, tJbdck tree^. 
where I made me a fire, warmed me so^ie 
meat, ^d hun^ up the remainder,, to keep it a^ 
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dry aS I coiild, for I had nothing else that could 
be prejudiced by the rain. At length it poured 
down, as I expected, in a violent manner, at-*- 
tended with thunder and lightning ; it soon 
penetrated my roof i however, I crowded my-^ 
self up together, with my head on my knees, 
my hands betwixt my legs, and my little lamber 
over my ears, the rain ran down like a flood^ 
but as it was 'warm I did not so much regard 
it ; in three or four hours it was fair weather 
again, and I laid me down, and took a comfort-' 
able nap. 

The next morning I dried my beef at a fire, 
which I niade for that purpose t for it was the 
third day after it was killed ; but I was very 
careful of it, not knowing how to kill more at 
that time : so J put it up in clean grass, and 
marched forward. The mountains, over which 
I was to pass, seemed very high, craggy, and 
thick with wood, and no patli, nor opening 
could I find : it looked dismal enough, but I 
was determined to run all hazards. Those 
mountains seemed to me to traverse the island, 
and appeared, as we call it at sea, like double 
land ; one hill behind another. I saw nothing 
all this day but a few wild cattle, and now and 
then a wild dog ; the weather was fair, and I 
slept sound all this night. 

The fourth day I walked till noon, at which 
rime I baited ; my beef was now but very indif- 
ferent : in the afternoon, as I was walking, I 
saw about a dozen men before me ; upon this 

I 



Digitized by 



Googk 



Jskulfeedin ail?wh, p^Qpng to obs^ejvrh^i 
ther they had discovered Dqte ; but I was soon, 
out of my pain, for tjiey were surrouqding 
?oine cattfe a good way to the westwgJ'd ou a 
hill. I was likewise oh another hill, 80 that I 
could see th$m throw th^ir lances, and killthrea 
bepves, whicht I was well afisUred,.were:SaQre 
than they cduld carry aWay with them at once, 
I staid wher?, I was, . proposing, wh^ik dxey 
were gpne, to haye some bee£ To .work they 
fell immediately, cutting up the bi^asit^,) and 
each man, qaaking up Ijis burden, haEig^g.th^ 
remainder u^p^ ixjt a tree, tfeat the wild dogs 
ipight aot g§t,it J and we^t hc^ae ft) the;eaat^ 
ward. As soon as t^e^f wei*e gonCv^^^ I had 
Ipoked well abqut m^, J^^rew away) m/. bad 
meat, made .up to the pr^^ aud took a^much a* 
.4 could j/s^^ell ca»ry. 4^w4^xl: marched with any 
booty towa^-ds themounjta^^Syuot daring to rest, 
lest .they slw>uld return; ajad, discoyer ms^ . In 
less than an hour I reagljedthe fogt of the hills 
m the ithi?k;^oods, ajjd finding no path, nor 
track of men, nor any h^pes of any, not know- 
ing what tftdo, I deteroxined to go through all ; 
b.ut as ly happened on a r^n of water, I took up 
^y quar^tpf jS near it, made me a fire, cut me 
^me wc^^n spits, and roasted my beef; I 
kept m^y^ ^^^j burning, all, night,, lest the foxes 
^hpuld jq^n^p ,and attack me. 

, Thenext p^qrning I m^de up my enter with 

^ass, binding it with the bark of trees, and 

mpyed^fcy^ward up the hill; my burden was 

^ r • now 
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B»w xmith lighten Iti an ho^^ tkdugh I ttmld 

£iid no path) but what son^ swine had made^ 

i got w the top of it i I perceived here were 

iEtungidge and rcrlaway enough, with which 1 

was very well pleased, though I did not at pl*e^ 

<ent much want them« I climbed a high tree 

to take a survey^ but could discover no entrance ; 

BOthidif but bills and Vales, one beyond ano^ 

^r^ a cragged, dismal desart, was all that pre-^ 

dented itself to my view, I would have de- 

*<readed, had I not been in dangfer of being seen 

by thfi^ hunters ; besides, I could not fell which 

way to look| whether east or west, for the pas* 

sage ; so setting a lance up on end; I turned 

the way it fell, thotigh I imagined it was due 

horth ; ot rather somewhat to the eastward* 

However^ superstition prevailed where reason 

was nowise concerned j for I was as likely to 

be right one way as anothet : and in case I 

went to the northward, so long as I knew it^ 

I must go as often as I could to the westward^ 

as sailorsf are forced to doj run their latitude 

first, and their longitude afterwards* I went 

down this hill, and up another, which was about 

an hour's walk; but when Icame to dsecend 

this, it was right Tip and down. Without due 

thought i threw down my lances, hatchet, and 

burden, tlunkjng to descend by a very tall tree, 

whose top branches reached close to the brow^ 

but I could not do it : ho\^ever, I made ropes of 

the bark of a tree, and fixing them to the strongs 

est branches, I slid down, I dare say^ no less xhm 

thirty 
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l^iirty fe^t, ritfaer than I would lote my laMe^ 
and oth& materials. I passed otet a fine S|»ibg 
&ad ran of Water in the vale* Though the hill 
on the other side was a craggy steep rock, I 
fotitid a- Way to ascend it; and on the top 
tlimbed anotiber to take my view, btit had thg 
«ame disn^al prospect. Here I dug fatmgidg^ 
it being sunset, and seeing a hole in a largt 
rock, I had thoughts to take up my lodging 
there ; but peeping in, on a sudden I heard such 
ifea outcry, which, with the echo in the rock, fnade 
eo confused a noise, that I knew not what it 
could be. My fears prevailed, and I imagined 
it inight be pursuers ; for it di^ew nearer and 
nearer: so setting my back to a tree, with a lance 
m each baud, I waited for the murderers j when 
mst^Uitly came squeaking toward me a herd of 
wild ewine, who ran away more terrified thai^ 
:|ny8^. After I was well recovered from my 
fright, I made two fires for fear of the fbxes^, 
and then laid me down on my stony bed ; for 
here was no grass. 

The next morning, whicb was the sixth day, 
I made a hearty meal on faungidge andbeef^ and 
the hill extending north and south, I went strak 
on till it declined gradually into a valley^ iii 
which Was a small river that ran westward : I 
^m apt to think it was the head of Manner-ron- 
der, where we fought Dean Woozington* B^ 
the time I arrived to the top of the next hill, 
k drew towards evening, for I was not much 
less than two hours ascending it; and yet, con- 
sidering 
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$idering my burden, diough it was nptYetyhe^ry 
now, I wfent a very good pace. As I was looking 
put for a commodious lodging, that is to say, a 
jplace with the fairest stones in it, I discovered 
a swarm of bees ; this was a joyful sight, for 
it was food that would not spoil with keeping ; 
I soon cut down a vounturk to secure thie ho- 
tiey io, and smoked them out. 

I made such a hearty meal this night, of 
Jioney, faungidge, and beef, that I slept too 
«ound ; insomuch that I was waked with a se- 
:vere n^oftification, for my thoughtless security. 
A fox caught hold of my heel, and would have 
jdragged me .^long ; whereupon, I startled,- and 
matching up a firebrand, gave him such a blow 
es staggered him ; but as soon as he recovered 
he flew at my face. By this time, X was upon 
my ftet, and recovered one of my lances, with 
which I prevented him from ever assaulting 
me more; but his hideous howling brought 
more about him. I saw three, whose eyes 
sparkled like diamonds, however they kept at 
a distante ; for with some light dry wood that 
lay n?ar me, I made a blaze directly, in order 
to keep a flame all night ; but did not Wake to 
rene^y it, as I ought to have done: so that both 
my fires being almost reduced to ashe% one of 
them boldly veijtured between them; aijc| if 
w^s very happy for me that he did not seiz^ 
iipon my throat, for when men hjive negli- 
gently slept where they haunt, I haye known 
them meet with such a mischance. Aftpr I 

had 
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!lad made up my fires, and put my endmids to 
flight, I examined my heel, and found two 
great holes on each side, where his teeth had 
Entered j I bound it up with a piece of my lamber, 
in the best manner I could; and making a 
great fire, threw the fox upon it by way of 
resentment* I had not that pleasure in eating 
my breakfast this morning, as I had in my last 
night's supper* Besides, my beef was now a 
litde too tender; ^however, las I had honey 
enough for a week, and here was faimgidge 
in plenty, I did not concern myself much 
about it. 

I walked bn the seventh day, and though I 
favoured my lame foot, as much as I could, 
yet I rested but once all day : This way hap- 
pened to be plain and easy* At evening, I 
came to a place where lay several bodies of 
trees, which were dead and dry : Thinking 
this, therefore, a proper lodging,! made four very 
large fires, sat me down to supper^ and after-^ 
Wards ventured to go to to sleep with all those 
fires round me : But my heel now grew so 
painful, and was swelled to that degree, that I 
could not go forward the next day j but as 
there was faungidge enough within twenty or 
thirty yards of me, I dug up several, and de- 
termined to continue here till my foot grew 
better. My beef was soon gone,, but faun- 
gidge was both meat and drink to me* I sav- 
ed part of my beef-fat to dress my heel with, 
which, as I gave it six days restj took down all 
• 7 the 
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ihfi swellings iKiring thia tim^ I mad? web 
large firea every night, ^hat coul4 tJiQy have 
been seeu, were Uke those of 5in army* I had 
not far to go for wood, or any thing el$e that 
I wanted ; w, at; least, that I could anywise e«T 
pect in such a place. 

After thrae six day$ rest, it being the four- 
teenth since I left Dean Merrer, I wei:u: fw^ 
Ward; and that day passed over thre^ very 
high mountains. By this tii^e my iioney was^ 
^l\ goxkQj and I could find no more^ so that I 
lived altogether upon faujigidge. 

The fifteenth day I walked very smartly 
again, and {^ssed over several hills, that were 
yery roughs craggy, and tiresome. I took paiv 
ticular care, however, to get dry wood enough^ 
for I never ventured to skep without four fire«» 

The sixteenth day, I had not travelled above 
three hours, before I perceivM the earth to b^ 
of another colour : It was chalk then, and now 
clay. This excited my curiosity to climb the 
first high tree I could meet with ; from whence 
I discovered an opening to the northward, with 
which I was highly delighted, but it was too^ 
far for me to reach that night, so I took up my 
lodging as before. This night I was disturb- 
ed by i herd of wild swine# 

The seventeenth day I walked very hard, be^ 
ing very desirous to get through this wiUer- 
uess, which still abounded witix hills. About 
noon' I reached the open country, where I 
could look about me with sonle pleasure, and 

wallp 
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iftfalfc upon level growKj. I was now like oae 
}ust deEvered from a prison, having been 
twelve days in this lAouMainous desart. I was 
actually travelling near six days, and I imagine, 
I did not walk less than twenty miles a day ? 
tt might have beett passed indeed in three 
days, had I been so fortunate as to have found 
tuit the path, 

I had not been long in the plain, before I 
came to a little wood, where I took up my 
lodging, because here was firing, and faun-* 
gidge in plenty, which I Was very glad to see, 
having been under some melancholy appre- 
hensions of wanting provision in the plains ; 
but I had sooii a still great^ hope of being 
better supplied, for in the night I was waked 
by the roaring of a bull, by which, I was very 
wdl assured,^ it was the great northern forest 
of wild cattle, T^^hkh Ry^anno had informed 
me of. 

The next da^y, which was the eighteenth, 
I saw several herds of Hattoy's cattle; and 
perceived there wore more here than in the 
southern forest. I looked wishfully about to 
discover some hunters if I could ; of, to ob- 
serve if any crows hovered about any parti*- 
cuiar place ; for then I might reasonably ex- 
peor some beast that bad been wounded, wast 
tallen there. In the afternoon I came to a 
riv^r, whkh was^ both deep and large. As I 
was searching for a proper place to wade 
^xixwjgh, or swim over, I spied a large aUiga- 

T 2 tor : 
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tor : I still walked upon the banks, and iil ar 
short time saw three more. This was a mor« 
tifying stroke^ and almost dispirited me. I 
went on till I came to a shallower place, where 
t entered the river about ten yards, with a 
view to swim over die r^st in feur or five mi- 
nutes ; but seeing an alligator make towards 
me, I ran directiy back. He pursued me till 
I got into very shallow wat^r; and tiien he 
tumed^ back into the deep,, for they will never 
attack a man: near the shore. It nettied me to 
be stopt by a/ riv^»,«that was scarce an hun- 
dred yards oven^ At length, I recollected that 
at Bengal there 3,te the largest alligators in the 
world, and so bold^ that they will take a man 
Out of a> shallow boat ^ insomuch diat when- 
ever we came off from the shore itt tiie night, 
we made one small fire at the head^ and an- 
other at the stern of the boaty which no alli- 
gator would ever come near. Distress puts 
a man's invention updri the rack, something, 
thought I,, like this m\ist be done ; 'for it wa^ 
to no purpose to- stay here, neither could I go 
go back : Sa making choice of a stkk for a fire-* 
brand, I cut it into long sj^inters,^ and wanted 
till it grew dark ; then^a^er I had bound my 
two fire sticks to the top of one of my lances, 
I went into the water, and recommending my- 
self to the care of providence, I turned upon 
my back, and swam over with my twa lances 
ted hatchet in one hand, and my fire-brand 

burning 
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^xirning in the other ; my lamber being twist* 
edy and tied fast about my lances. 

The place where I pitched upon to swim 
over, had a gap through the thicket on each 
side one against another, which made it look 
like a common passage either for men, or 
cattle. JNo sooner was I landed, but I heard 
some wild cattle grazing, whereupon ;I extin- 
guished my fire immediately, and washed my- 
self as silently as possible, that they should not 
smell me. I stood some time close under the 
cover of a thick bush in the passage, expecting 
that they would come to drink. The wind, as 
it luckily fell out, was with them, so that they 
could not scent me, though they often snorted 
for that^purpose. I stood prepared with my lance^ 
and did not wait long, before a numerous herd 
came nimnifig ^through the passage to the river; 
and as they passed by, I pushediny lance, with 
^11 the force I was able, into above forty of 
them J and used ray utmost endeavours to 
wound them in the belly. They Tan roaring 
9,way, fighting, and goring one another, to re- 
venge, as it were, the blows they felt ; for they 
expected no other enemies, than what were 
amongst themselves. I thought I had struck 
a sufficient number, and hoped some of their 
wound$^ would prove.mortal: However,! would 
not run any hazard by night, and, therefore, 
sat down contented without roast meat, and ser 
cured myself from their attacks in a thick 
wood. The next morning I went to see what 

T 3 success 
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success I had met with, and I found one bull, 
and three cows dead upon tl^e sand. I soon 
<put up the youngest and fattest, juid carried it 
to my quarters, near which I made an oven to 
bake it. This is a common practice, though 
I never described it before i however, it is ntiade 
after th^ following manner: A hole is dug 
gbout five feet in length, two over, aiid about 
three in depth : This is filled ivith wood, which 
is then kindled ; on the top of the fire I put 
about adpzen large stones, each weighing about 
^ poimd. Whilst the fire was burning, I cat 
off the bark from a tree, called the sucxore, and 
took the outer part away, and the inner being 
pliant, and lying flat, it served for the cover of 
my oven. When the fire was burnt tx) ashes, 
I laid thre^ or four green sticks acro&s, that my 
beef might rest upon them ; the stones being 
red-hot, I placed them about the bottom and 
sides : I laid likewise more sticks over the top, 
^d then the bark covered all, close wi!|h thff 
earth. This is our method of baking meat in 
the forests, I broiled some for my breakfast, 
^d then went out to s^ what further execu^* 
tion I had done, and found six more beeves 
lying dead upon the plain; however, I had 
lenough here. When I returned, my beef was 
fis well baked as it would have been at any 
baker's in London. When it was cold, I made 
>t up into an enter, but went no further this 

The 
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The next morning I went forward, well ()lea» 
ed with my load Though I discovered som^ 
8mcd:e to the ejidtward^ jet I saw no pec{)ley 
bttt many herds of wild cattk^ As th^re were 
several little woods iix this plain, I never Wantc* 
ed either a covert. for a l<)dgiog^ or grass to 
inake me a tolerable soft bed w lie oil The 
country was pleasant eixougl^ and travelling 
was Bo easy, thR- 1 determined, if it should be 
sny xnisfbrtune to meet with as bad a master 
as Mevarrow, and there were tya hopes of get^ 
dng to England, that I would nm away^ and 
live by myself iji this forest* 

The ttWfnty-fit^t day, in the morning, I saw 
several wild dogs engaged with, and pulling 
down a bull, that had been woniuled, as I iiiGia^ 
gined, some time bdfore, for I never knew the 
dogs aaack than unless they were. It was no 
business of mine to interrupt them; and if it 
ynB^ it would have been a very dangerous 
thing CO make the attempt } for, though, they 
do not jteek to assault a man, yet, upon provo^ 
cation, they havd been known to destroy seve^ 
raJL This night was the first time I ever felt 
lEtosquitos in the island j for, lying in the even^ 
ang in a tovert, near ^ run of water, they stong 
me to that degree that I was forced to shift 
my quarters ; and, as it was moonlight, I got: 
up, and walked three or four miles farthm*, to 
the top of a hill, where I slept without jiioles- 
fation. I had no occasion to light ihore than 
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6ne fire, for there was no great danger of wild 
beasts here. 

On the twenty-second day I discovered a fog 
in one long canal, that ran from east to vrest ; 
which, as it continued all the day long, and at 
a vast distance, I conceived it to hang over the 
great river Quehagloyhe, that runs into Au- 
gustine-Bay. - This put new life into me, to 
think I drew pear to a sea-port. I saw two 
men that day laden with beef, and would have 
spoke to them, but they dropt their enters, and 
ran from me, though I called, and laid down 
mine, and went towards them ; as soon as they 
imagined I was gone, I saw them return, and 
take their beef up again* 

On the twenty-third day in the morning, the 
fog appeared again, but much nearer ; I walk^ 
ed as hard as I well could, being desirous to 
get to the river ; it was afternoon, however, 
before I reached within a mile of it, and then 
the bushes and thorny small wood were so 
thick, that it was with great difficulty, and 
many severe scratches, that I got to the river 
side. When I saw the river so very broad, I 
was surprised ; for, at least, it was twice as 
broad as the Thames at London, I had been 
informed, that a man might wade over it near 
the head, but that they always made use of ca- 
noes to transport themselves oyer other parts ; 
which way diey got them I cannot say, but for 
my part I had no such help. I made my fire^ 
Went to supper, and then reposed myself to 

rest, 
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rat, or radier to study which way I should 
get oven In the morning, I determined to 
look out for some old trees, or branches that 
were fallen; and, in a short time, I met with 
several that were £t for my purpose, not only 
great armsy bat truaks of trees, broke off by 
tempests. ; these I dragged down to the river 
mde. In the next place, I made it my busi* 
ness to find ofut a creeper, which is as large as 
a withy, but twining round trees, is very pli^ 
ant ; I lopped off the superfluous branches from 
jBix long and thick arms of the trees, and plac^^* 
4ng three at bottom, and three at top, I bound 
them together, making what we call in the East 
Indies a catamarran. I built it afloat in the 
water, for, otherwise, I could not have laimch* 
ed it ; and moored it to a lance, which I stuck 
in the shore for that purpose. I then fixed my 
-enter, in order to preserve it as dry as possibly 
I could, as also my hatchet, and my other 
lance ; after that I made a paddle to row with : 
Then I pulled up my lance, and kept it in my 
Jband to defend myself against the alligators; 
in case any of them should assault me ; for I 
was informed they were very numerous, and 
very fierce here. It blew . a fresh gale at 
west against the*stream,. which, in the middle, 
made a sea, and gave me no small concern ; 
for I was in great danger of being overset and 
becoming a prey to the alligators. It pleased 
God, however, to protect me, and I landed safe 
on the other shpre. This being a pretty good 

day's 
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day's vtatk^ I determined not to go mvbck 
further that evenings before I took up my 
lodging- 

On the twenty-tfburth day, though I tra* 
veiled a great way^ yet notlung material oi^ 
fered : I saw, indeed^ a few wild catde^ but not 
near the number that was on the other side 
the rirer ; and those, too, were somewhat 
shyer, by which I concluded it to be an inba^ 
bited country, 

; On the twenty-fifth day my burden grew 
lighter, and began to smell ; but I did not 
concern myself much about that, since I re^- 
solved to speak to the first praple I could see$ 
for I remembered) that Dean Trongha had 
told me, that his tdwn lay by the north side 
bf this river. I forded over a brook winch 
tuns into the great river. The coiina?y is 
very pleasant, and here are abundance of paU 
mettoe trees, which th^ call satterfutey. 
They bear a long leaf like a cocoa-nut tre^ 
but the fruit is quite of another nature ; of 
these leaves the people make baskets, caps, 
&c. . I saw no wild cattle all this day* 

On the twenty-sixth day, though I walked 
very hacd again, yet I baited in the heat of 
the day; and in the aftermxin, making the 
jbest of my way, I espied a smoke ; and being 
determined to speak to those who made it, I 
mended my pace, least they should be passen*- 
gers only that baited as I did, and would be 
gone } but I soon heard the tongues of seve-t 

ra)l 
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ral children^ who ran into tixe woods as soon 
t6 they saw me. Upon which, immediately 
thrw iXi*n^ armed with guns and lances^ starts 
ed out* I lookjed behind me for a commodi*' 
ous sheiteri not knowing what to think of 
them, ajjid retreated a little, which they per- 
ceiving, kft their guns behind them, and came 
tpward9 me. Upon that I went to meet them^ 
«id| at a. distance, desired to know what king 
they belonged to. They answered, Dean Mer- 
naugha ; and, as a further testimony, perceiv- 
ing that I was a white man, they spoke two 
or thr^ words in broken English ; and, aftef 
that, we shook hands, and saluted ^ch other 
with th$ usual compliment, salamonger : They 
invijtjed n^ to go with them to their habi^- 
tationfe, where we sat down, and L gave them 
a shwt detail of my travels. They said they 
had heard of me, and having some sneers in 
the pot, just boiled, they desired me to eat 
with, them : After which, I asked them seve- 
ral questions relating to their trade, their war, 
^id peace ; . and one of the most experienced 
of them gave me the following melancholy a<i- 
count of it. 

Our late king, Rer Vovvern, (said he) kill- 
ed himself with grief at an irruption which 
Rer Trimmenongarevo made, with 9000 men, 
and took, his two daughters captives. Our 
prince pursued him with 7000, but the enemy^ 
by a stratagem, got privately into Ferangher, 
and plundered it; Dean Woozington at the 

same 
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same time attacked the southern parts, having 
made canoes, and passed the great riv», the 
other passages being first stopped : He took 
also a great many people, but Dean Trongha, 
and his brother RerBefaugher, who stayed at 
home with 2000 men, disconcerted hi« mea- 
sures, and prevented his carrying off the cap- 
tives, which sp enraged Woozington, who was 
a man of a barbarous disposition, that he slew 
a great many women and children. Rer Trim- 
menongarevo took a contrary method, for he 
sent messengers, with friendly invitations, to 
the people to come and live in his country, and 
be his subjects ; and, with repeated assuran-^ 
ces, that he would restore to them their wives 
and children 9 which promise he punttually 
performed, and still continues so to do; so 
that some hundreds are gone away : And he 
still so embarrasses us, whp are unwilling to 
leave our native country, that many of us are 
obliged to fly into these forests and secret re- 
cesses, in order to be safe, contenting pur-r 
selves (as you see) with what the country na- 
turally affords us ; for we dare neither plant 
nor ^eep cattle, lest we should be. surprised. 
We have another petty prince in the moun- 
tains, who takes this opportunity to make in-r 
cursions, and helps to impoverish us, so that 
we have enemies all around us, and* those 
who remain in towns are almost famished : 
For we have no friends but white men, and 
there has not been a ship . come this way a 

long 
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long time ; and, should they be apprized of 
our poverty, they would come no more. Thus 
this kingdom, which was lately the glory of 
the island, is now almost reduced to nothing. 

This melancholy tale so shocked ine, that I 
sat mute, and as fixed as a statue,, till the man, 
perceiving my concern, roused me by asking 
me my name, and if I had not thoughts of go- 
ing to the king before I went to Dean Trongha, 
as (they said) was my duty : but I told them 
I was a freeman, and would act as I had already 
told them ; so they gave me a mat, and I lay 
down, ruminating on the hard fortune that 
attended me; but as Providence had taken 
care of me hitherto, I did not question but, in 
due time, my deliverance would be accom- 
plished; and, with this resignation, I laid me 
down to resu 

These men were very courteous to me, and 
pressed me to stay two or three days with them ; 
but I only breakfasted there, giving thenv 
some g£ my beef, which they accepted of, 
though it was far from being good* When 
they found I was determined to go, they made 
me a present of a parcel of roasted susers to 
carry with me, and accompanied me as far ag 
the path, and shewed me how to find these 
susers, which, till then, I had never seen'; 
tKey grow like wild yams, which were their 
principal diet. This was the twenty-seventh 
day of my travels, and turning out of the path 
into the wood, I hunted about for such an inn 
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as had serrfed me many a night be&^re^ whicli 
I soon foond^ made me a fire^ and, Biixr sup^ 
per, slept very contentedly. 

The next morning I met with four meii, 
who informed me, that though I couM not 
reach Dean Trongha*s town, yet I might Rer 
Befaugher's, and he would send a man to di-» 
rect m^. My way lay over a high hill, from 
whence I saw the sea, and the road where the 
ships used to lie in Augustine Bay i on the 
other hand was the great river, and the coun-^ 
try very pleasant all along its banks : When I 
came ta the bottom, some boys, who were 
tending their cattle, ran up to me, for they 
are not afraid of white men ; and one of them 
very eottrteously oflfered to shew me the way 
te the town. 

On my arrival, the people stared to see a 
white man without clothes ; sonie said, a ship 
was arrived ; but most said, I eoukt not come 
from a ship naked, and without a hat. When 
r came near Rer Befaugher's house, I perceiv- 
ed he looked earnestly at me, not knowing me 
at first; but, when I came nearer', he arose 
from 1ms seat, clapped his hand to his mouth, 
and cryed, ah ! Ry-Robin, how came you 
here ? If ad I been his brother, he could not 
have embraced me with more afiection. As 
soon as I was seated, several came about me, 
some, whe knew me in the army, asked m^ 
who were with me? And when I answered 
nobody, they wondered how I could find die 
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way by myself ; but whai I informed tbem how 
I lost my way, and came through the moun« 
tainous wilderness, aild what stratagems I made 
use of to pass the rivers, they were perfectly 
astonished* 

Rer Be£fiugher took me into his house, and 
made me sup with himj he had roast beef, 
and his wife Drought milk on purpose for me. 
I asked about the state of the country, and ho 
gave much the same account I had heard be- 
fore, with this addition, that he expected every 
day, when Rer Trimmonongarevo would come 
and ravage the whole country, for they were 
altogether incapable of making any resistance : 
those, however, who were the pillars of the 
land, were determined to stand till they were 
cut down by death, and not to fly ; for, in- 
deed, said he, we have nowhere to go but into 
the sea, and we have no notion of living there, 
a^ you white men have. 

When we had supped, and talked till I was 
sleepy, he $ent a man with me to a house "pre- 
pared for my reception. The next morning, i 
begged the favour of him to send a man to di- 
rect me in the right road to Dean Trongha's, 
but he would go himself. I told him, tJhat it 
was too great a condescension, and too zxvuch 
beneath his dignity, to attend a slave as I was ; 
he answered, that he never looked on white 
men as slaves, and that he had waited on se« 
veral ; and Rer Voyvem, as well as he, had 
clothed and ;naintained Mmoy who did not de«^ 
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serve it, but they did it for the sake of others ^ 
for, says he, here have been some very qiiarrel-' 
some people, who come ashore, and never ga 
aboard again, and behave then^dves shame-' 
fully ill. I asked him, what they trafficked, 
for here ? He said, for nothing but provision, 
for which they gave them gold and silver in ex- 
change, and &6metimes pieces of silk ; anci when 
they sail away, no one, nay, they diemselves, 
do not know to what country they are going, 
for they are wicked careless wretches, and their 
whole business is to plunder other ships. I 
told him, they were to blame, either to assist 
them, or sell them any provisions ; and that 
the government of England was at a prodigi- 
ous expence to fit out ships on purpose to de*; 
stroy them, for they spoil the merchants trade, 
and were a disgrace to their country* The 
English, for the generality, said he, were very 
good people, and by the trade which they 
drove with them, were of singular service to 
the country ; that he had been on board divers 
ships, and had met with several captains, who 
were very honest men^ for they used to receive 
him in the most courteous manner^ and enter- 
tain him with wine, punch, and brandy^ and 
sometimes another isort of liquor that was very 
bitter, what the name of it was he could not 
tell, but they loved it themselves. I told 
him, it was beer. He said, yes, but he could 
never drink it with any pleasure. Thus we 
went chatting along to Dean TroD^ha's, which 
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was about two hours walk ; when we arrived/ 
th^ people flocked round me, some saying, a 
samb-tiiley, that is to say a ship, was arrived j 
but others said, no, for men seldom came 
naked from a ship. , 

When I canie before Dean Trongha, I per- 
ceived he did not recollect, me ; I offered to 
kneel airid lick his feet, but he would not per- 
mit it, saying, be he, who he will^ he is a white 
man, and they shall never lick black mens, 
feet. At length, his brother informed him 
who I was ; no sooner had he heard it, than 
he rose up and embraced me, with abundance 
of joy and friendship.. When wd had been 
seated some time, and I had given them an ac- 
count of my travels, he told me, I was still a 
very unfortunate man, for they were in a Very: 
poof state and condition, and I should be mi- 
serably mistaken, if I expected to live happy 
there. I told him, it; could not well be worse 
than it had been with me all along^ and I wasr 
determined to live with him all my life long, 
if he pleased to admit me into his service, un- 
less he would be so indulgent to me as to send 
me home, when a ship came. He told me^ I 
should fare as he did himself, for he looked on 
it as his duty, to relieve i white man in dis^- 
tress, for the favours he and his family had 
received from my countrymen ; in short, he re- 
ceived me with such tokens of friendship, an4 
treated me with so much tenderness, that pay 
own father could not have shewed mc more 

\j compassion. 



Digitized by 



.'Googk 



306 AD VE W'TU RES OF 

c;ompassioi>. He lamented very mtich dbe d©.- 
plorable circumstances to which his country 
was reduced, and was extremely afraid lest ths 
white men should know it, for tlien^ (said he)^ 
they would never come to trade with us any 
more, nor give me an opportunity of sending 
you to your native home. 

When I had eat and drank with him, he 
took his leave of his brother, being obliged to 
guard the slaves, who were at work in the 
plantations, lest they should be surprised and 
taken by small parties of their northern ene<* 
my, who lay in ambuscade, in order to sally 
out and carry oJ3F what they could steal on a 
sudden, and so nm away again* When we 
were a little way out of town^ we came ta a 
spacious thicket of wild canes, reeds, and 
rushes^ in the midst of which were the plan- 
tations, bounded on the other side with the 
great river On^haloyhe : here were plantains, 
bonanoes^ sugar-canes, and rice, all these, die 
southern country, from whence I came, "were 
wholly imacquainted with ; but here were 
likewise several things which I had seen be- 
fore, as anbottyj. anchoToko, dec. These were 
but lately planted and sowed, tiie enemy hav- 
ing destroyed all the plantations in the incur- 
sions they made, whilst Dean Trongha, &c> 
were in the late war in Merfaughla. I began 
tx> suspect that he intended to set me to ^^ork, 
but I soon perceived he had no such design, 
for he gave me his gun^ and told me^ sinc^ i 
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Was billing to be hid seftant, all he would r&^ 
€[mte of ine^ should be to carry his gtin, and 
fiever m be die leflgth df it ftbtn hica, that^ iiT: 
ttase of a surprise, he might have it it hatidi 

As We went homewsirds j dome of dttf people 
climbed tup tamarind trees^ and gathered abun^^ 
dance of the fruit; I asked ihism What they did 
tritb it ? Eat it^ said they* I told therrtj it was 
linpossiMe to eat niuch of itj without getting 
their teeth cm edge. It is sour enough^ ifldeed^ 
^s£fd they), if we do not put wishes tb it to inak6 
it swiiet. I laughed at them for thei** ignor^- 
ance j but when I came hdifte^ thete were plat- 
ters full, fflis^d with them j for Our supper. Thfe 
strings of the tittnarinds, which ate white, ap^ 
pearing in it when thus mixed^I could not for- 
bear comjiaring it to mortar With hair in it } 
but, when I tasted it^ I found it was sweet be- 
yond by expectations^ I could nbt, however^ 
be rightly reconciled to it at firsts being pre^ 
judicedy as riieii too frequently are^ even against 
the testimony of their senses* t)eari Trongha 
penteititog that I did not much like my mes», 
s^sured me, that this wad always esteemM 
dmong^t them a pleasant dish^ when they had 
the gSt^eatest profusion of other thiiigs: somes 
times^ indeed^ said he^ We have nothiUg else to 
£fati i hmi seen many odd things eaten^ but 
nothing ever surprised me more thaii stfur ta- 
mmndb, mixed with Wood-ashfeSj becoming 
^weet and palatable. Let the chemists feason, 
and phite8<jphi2e upon it at ^heir leisut^, I can, 
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assure them it is matter of fact, and can pro- 
duce several gentlemen, now living in Lon- 
don, to testify the same, whp have seen me 
mix it. It did not rightly agree with me, in- 
deed, the Jfitst time I ate it, but after I was used 
to it a little, I never found any inconvenience 
attend it afterwards. ^ 

Dean Trongha had two wives, which lived 
in separate apartments. He divided himself 
pretty equally between them, living near as 
much at one house as at the other ; in order 
to prevent any jealousies on either side, and to 
keep up an harmony between them. Now, it 
is customary for them to appoint every slave 
his proper mistress, .whose commands he is 
peculiarly to attend, and it is her business to 
see what they want, and give it them. He did 
not, however, appoint me any such service ; 
but said, that as I was a pferson in distress, and 
my lot, by Providence, was cast amongst them, 
it was their duty to provide for all such j but, 
as for me, he had a more particular regard for 
my misfortunes, for the sake of my fathers 
and brothers; (meaning Englishmen) j and for 
that reason, he had ordered that I should be 
taken care of at both their houses ; and had 
free liberty to go to either of them at, my plea- 
6ure^ where I found the best entertainment^ 
and, indeed, as long as there was meat, I had 
my proportionable share with them. Though 
he behaved himself with decency enough to 
both of them, yet L observed the first wife wa5 
a greater favourite than ,the other, upon which 
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account she was distinguished by the title of 
his head wife. He was at her apartment when 
I came first, and when these directions were 
given, so she immediately furnished me with a 
pot or two, a calabash, &c. for my use ; but 
as she had not every thing I wanted, he sent a 
servant with me to the other, and she as cheer- 
fully supplied me with what my occasion re- 
quired, chiding me in a friendly manner for 
not coming sooner to pay her a visit j so I sat 
down, and had half an hour's conversation with 
her, and, to do them both justice, their beha- 
viour towards me was perfectly courteous and 
engaging. 

The next morning, two messengers came 
from Dean Mernaugha ; Dean Trongha being 
desired to go and consult with the king on 
some affairs of importance. When they were 
taking their leave, he would not let them de- 
part till he had killed a heifer to entertain them 
with, notwithstanding provision was sq very 
scarce. And here I found the same generous 
manner of treating one another as was practi^ 
ed in Antemdroea ; for most of the people in 
town came about the house, and no one went 
away without some portion of b^f. As to 
their cookery, they have but a slovenly man- 
ner of dressing their meat here ; for the liver, 
as soon as it was extracted, was thrown direct- 
ly into the fire, and broiled in smoke and ashes^ 
and the entrails were broiled likewise, with but 
. w^rj little cleaning.v I had a piece of beef giv- 
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en me to dress at home, and we all livfd ip^pj J 
i.8 lopg as this lasted. Wheyi I v^Ut the ji^xt 
morning, the Dean was dressing himself in er- 
nJer to go } for though he had no clothes to pui 
W, yet some timS was ^pent in curling Hi§ h^. 
»nd plaiting it into kn^ts. After h? was ^hftyed, 
the owley was brought out ^nd dressed, t^ ba 
carried before him, for he went in state. T^e 
friendship between Dean Mernaugha and him 
Vtot being over hearty or sincere, made him go 
in more form than otherwise he would have 
done ; I caf ried hia gun after hinj/ We marchr 
id up an easy ascent of near two miles^ when 
I perceived we were near the sea; the descent an 
the other side extended to the shore of St Au- 
gustine Bay, where there were ship$ generally 
at anchor* Here Dean Trongha shewed me 
the spot of ground on which the Jijdglish built 
^heir houses, during their resid^ce in these 
part^ } it was an agre^ble prospect to me, 
though at that time there were no sbx)^^ I 
saw some canoes a considerable "way out at sea j 
isome men I could perceive irere striking and 
darting of fish, arid others in the water, as high 
as their knees, at the same diversion ; for iJb* 
sarid^is almost flat, so that one may walk, at 
low watery above a mile into the sea. The sea 
coast lay almost north and south ; * but front 
Whence! came, it lay east and west. After we 
had passed through a wood, on a point of land, 
tye came among the towns which belonged to 
Peari Mernaugha. Everybody stared to see 
' ' . ' a*^ 
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a wLite man naked, and at first took me for the 
Dutchman who had lived amongst them, and 
who would have sometimes very odd freaks ; 
but my fame flew before me, and when I came 
to Dean Memaugha's, I was very well known ; 
for, after the usual compliments were over, he 
asked where was the white man who came 
from Atiterndroea ? I not being in sight, hav- 
ing deliv^ered my gun to my master* Where* 
upon I was called, and seated amongst thenu 
The king asked me about my travels, and the 
adv^itUres I had met with, and I very readily 
gratified him with my whole story at lar^e. A 
bullcKk was given to Dean Trongha, tor the 
entertainment of himself and his retinue. 

At night there was a long consultation about 
the posture of affairs. None were admitted to 
this august assembly but a few principal men, 
among whom I had the honour to be one ; but 
to my no small mortification, I heard De^n 
Mernaugha. propose to send 900 or lOQO people^ 
under the command of jDean Trongha, into 
Merfaughla, to join with Dean Crindo against 
Dea^ Woozington. This scheme was approv-- 
ted o^ and unanimously agreed to ; the manner 
and time were both appointed, which was not 
to be till socG^e months after. When we l>roke 
up. Dean Trongha told me, the whole assembly 
had confidence in me, as knowing it to be my 
interest to keep their secrets. But, says he, a 
piore than ordinary care is absolutely neces^- 
6ary at this jui\cture ; for the coDomon people 
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abandon us, to live under other loccb, if pur 
proceedings do not please tHem, though we 
aim at nothing but their own security aiid wel- 
fare. They have not, however, the sense to 
know it, and will be for ever throwing- reflecr 
tions on our conduct, and finding fault, though 
we lose our wives, families, and cattle, and run 
all hazards to protect thein. It is natural for 
jthe refuse of the people to abuse their superi- 
ors ; but yet, governors ought nevertheless to 
fitudy the good of their country, and defend 
those under their care from injuries and in- 
sults, without regarding such reflections 4 but 
then thope things, which we very well ktiovr 
before hand, and they have not the sense to 
understand or judge of, ought never to be di- 
vulged. ' 

I assiu-ed him of my fidelity, but told him, 
that what I heard gave me no small uneasiness, 
since I was apprehensive that he would press 
me to gb with him, where my former master, 
Mevarrow, would very probably be, whose 
barbarous treatment I had too much experience 
of, not to dread the consequence of being agftit^ 
in his power. He replied, that could never be; 
for they know, (said he) that I am resolute^ 
and that it would be dangerous for any man to 
provoke me so far, since it might prove the 
ruin of the whole army; for I am determined 
to protect you, at the hazard of my own life, 
and revenge, with the utmost severity, any air 
front that ghall be offered to you. I was not 
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perfectly satisfied, but as I knew him to be a 
man of strict honour, I had all the reason ima* 
ginable to depend upon it. When I retarded 
to my.coitipanions, they used their utmost en- 
deavours to sift out of me the purport of their 
council, but I told them, with a very careless 
air, that I stood at a distance, and did not ol> 
serve one word that passed. 

Dean Trongha took his leave the next morn- 
ing, acquainting the king his nephew, that his 
owley had warned him in the night of some 
danger that attended his town from the enemy, 
in case jbe staid much longer. As I was on 
this side the countr^^, I desired to go and see 
Eglasse the Dutchman. The dean assured me, 
he would make it in his way home. Eglasse 
was very much surprised, when the duldren 
came running to him, and cried, arve verz4ihar, 
that is, a white man is coniing ; for he knew 
x>f no one in the country. Ope EflSiep, a ne* 
gro of the West Indies, who was left ashore 
by pirates many years before, lived not far from 
him, and spoke nothing but English ; for, be* 
ing very deaf, he never learned the Madagascar 
language ; he had two sons, however, bom on 
the island, of a native mother, who spoke both 
languages tolerably well. When I approach- 
ed Eglasse, he pulled oflP his hat to me, but 
poor Robin was not in a condition, to return 
the compliment : At first he spoke Dutch to 
jme, but, perceiving I did not understand him, 
he spoke a little broken English ; and I had 
^ . as 
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as litde to aay for mjielf in that as die odier. 
Thereupon I aaked for an interpreter to speat 
English for me, wliich wt Dean TVooglia and 
the rest alaughing at first ; but they pitkd my 
hard lot afterwards, to have lived in a foreign 
country all the flower of my age. But Jame$^ 
Effl^'s eldest son, carried on a conversation 
amongst us, to the entire sadsfacdcm c£ every 
one then presei\L Eglasse pressed me to live 
constandy with him, but I tcdd him I would 
not leave Dean Trongha on any account whatw 
ever, for he was a man of great generosity 
and humanity; one, nu^eover, of great au« 
thority, and, consequendy, able to protect xm^ 
I desired, however^ that they would procure 
leave oi him to let me stay two or three days 
with them, which they did, and he as readily 
jigre#d to indulge me a whdie week. I had heard 
but an indifierent character of Eglasse, with 
respect to his temper ; he was radi and pas^ 
sionate, and would threaten the great men, 
not excepting die king himself, upon the slight*^ 
est provpcadon, with what he would do as 
soon as the first ship arrived. This ill con«* 
duct of his rendered hina distasteful . to them ( 
and, for that reason, I was caudous how I 
entered into too strict an amity with him ; 
and it will soon appear that my fears were just-^ 
ly grounded, for his continued indecent l^ha^ 
viour cost him his life at last. 
^ Having now taken our farewell of Dean 
Trongha and his retinue, the pot was set on the 
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fiFe,t)y a $Uye nnmed Tckry^vrit^ a piace of salt 
Ib^ and potatoes, dressed after die English 
manner. In tW mean time, Eglass^ oidered 
j^ames to relate to me the history of his aniTal 
and adventures here ; and this conductng to 
my purpose;^ which is to give such an ^uxount 
of the various cilstoms and manners of this 
island ^s may be useful to traders and navi*^ 
gators, and pleasing to the curious, I shall 
only transcribe here what he then told tis. 

At a place called M^sseelege (said he) on 
this island, to the northward, tliere comes; 
once a year, a Moorish ship, that brings silk 
iambers, and many other things, to trade with 
for slaves. At this place one Burgess, called 
Captain Burgess, and Robert Arnold, had a 
sloop; Burgess, indeed, commanded, few Ar- 
nold knew nothing of navigation ; one was as 
rich as the other, and both were equally c<mw 
cemed in the vessel: With this sloop they 
used to come to Augustine Bay, and other 
places on the island, in order to buy slaves, 
and carry them to Masseelege against the 
Moors' ship arrived. Eglasse sailed widi 
them inthis sloop. In one of their voyages to 
this place. Burgess and Arnold fell out, to that 
degree, that the latter would stay no longer 
with Eiirgcss ; but^ prevailing oti Eglasse to 
come on shore for his companion, he brought 
all his eflPects with him, consisting of several 
bags of dollars, a great many guns, powder, 
^^t, chests of clothes, beads, &c. amounting 
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in the whole to a considerable valu^ In a 
word, every thing that is proper to trade with 
in these parts* He told Eglasse, that in case 
he Survived him he should have all his effects ; 
but their design was only to stay till a ship 
arrived, in which they could procure a pas- 
sage to Europe. Whether^ they durst go to 
England or not, I cannot absolutely say, though 
I had good reason to suspect that a great part 
of these riches was obtained by piracy. There 
were two black slaves ; this Toby, and another, 
who, in the sequel of this story, will be called 
Robin, who could speak good English: these 
swam ashore the same night that Captain Bur- 
gess sailed away, and sujrendered themselves 
to Arnold. 

It happened, a little before Rer Voyvem's 
death, (and which was indeed the occasion of it) 
^^at this country was iilvaded by two enemies 
at the same time j and whilst the greater part of 
the lords knd people were marched off, in order 
,to oppose the northern eneipy, Woozington, 
who was a southern foe, came unawares upon 
us, haying passed the great river without being 
in the least suspected, and a bold general of 
his, named Ry-Opheftk, attacked the town and 
the king's house about midnight ; Rer Vovvem 
himself was wounded in the thigh. Another 
party was likewise coming against us, where- 
upon every one was for flying to some shelter 
'or other, as is not only customary, but, indeed, 
necessary, in su^h cases. Arnold and Egla^se, 
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however, having great riches, were resolved 
to defend them, and, therefore, armed thein<^ 
selves with guns, pistols, and cutlasses ; but 
they no sooner appeared aj: their door than 
Arnold was shot dead on the spot. Eglasse 
was then glad to fly with his two slaves, Ro- 
bin and Toby, for they never left him : the 
enemy plundered the house of what they saw 
convenient, which was all his wearing apparel, 
or any thing like it, even his beds, for the 
ticking sake ; the silver being black, they 
knew not what it was, and, therefore, content- 
ed themselves with throwing it about : As to * 
the cattle which they found in the pens, they 
killed them all, for they had not time nor 
strength enough to carry them off, nor were 
they able to defend themselves, when once the 
country should make head against thenu 
However, they took some captives, and march- 
ed off in as great a hurry as they came^ lest 
Dean Mundrosser, our present king^s brother, 
who is very well beloved by his countrymen, 
and feared by his enemies, should fall upon 
them ; for we have not a greater man in war 
than he, Dean Trongha only excepted. Ry- 
Opheck's fears and haste were just and proper, 
for Dean Mundrosser mustered an army in a 
few hours after, and overtook them before 
they could pass the river : the sound of his 
shells added wings to their flight, insomuch 
that they left their captives behind them ; and 
Jie brought mpst of our women ^nd children 
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agail>5 so that our to^s was inconsiderablcT i 
fer as to otir valuable goods^ we, (who "^^^ 
apprekeiisive of a dui^rise^ and ^/^ell kiiew ^ 
Maimer of tke cotimry) had dug hdlet in 
the ground) ai^i buried them there j and they 
had BO tiBie to search a^ter them. Wheii t&f 
father £ffiep, tsj brother, and I returned, we 
miss^ none of our effett^, but wer^ vefy Aiuck 
concerned and surprised to find Arnold not 
osily dead, but naked ; but as to his doIlaf*s^^ 
they lay neglected, and scattered itp and 
dowti, till some of our people, who wef e no 
strangers to their tise and val\ie, took up ^ 
great many, and concealed them frbln Egksse^ 
We threatened some of them, however^, and 
made them reftirudj cotbpla^ning to Dean Mer^ 
inaughft ; but they were above half lost. Eglass^ 
was so confounded, that he rieve# returned, tHl 
9onie messengers, l«rho were sent out after him^ 
met with him at last, and conducted him and 
his two slaves home. He lives handsomely 
enough stfU, though he lost so much, having 
a plantation oi his own, and three or four good 
milch cows ; and he is abl6 to join wkh my 
father t& buy an ox^ notwithstanding it is a 
very dear time j a good one being worth novt 
ten dollars* Our king, Rer Vowem, died in 
six weeks after, more 'v^itM grief than of his 
wounds^ He was very well beloved, being a 
good man^ and a gallant warrior ; he was also 
a great friend to white tnen^ but mote especi- 
ally to the English. I naust not forget, however^ 

to 
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Co tell yoo, l^fe is another faoc^ly you must 
be acquainted with too^ and diat is one Hemp- 
shire, a Guinea negro^ who was formerly among 
the pirates, but has been settled here sortie 
considerable time ; he has a Tery fretty wo^ 
man to his wife, and also a daughter by her : 
though die man is both blind and poor^ yet 
Eglasse makes him many presents, out of re«* 
spect to his wife, as we imagine^ for they are 
very intimate. 

Here Eglasse mterrupted James, dn beating 
his own uafiM and Mrs Heinpshire^s too <>ften, 
as he thought, mentioned togeth^^ and suspect 
ed that James was telling me of ^eir sdjiitosed 
amour ; so he broke off the discourse, though 
Jan>es said he was only e:i(patia€ing on the 
Christian-^like manner in which he behaved to 
Hempshdre and his family ; but by this time, 
dinner was ready. I found myself, here^ a per- 
fect negi'o in my way of eating, for I devoured 
my meat alone, which made them laugh hearti- 
ly ; but what was a still greater mortifkation 
to me was, Hempshire, his wife, and child^, 
came to pay me a visit, and Eglasse and he 
talked my ^adventures over in English, and it 
seemed like unintelligible jargon^ which I couM 
npt form my tongue to imitate, insomuch, that 
I was apprehensive that I should never be able to 
speak my mother tongue again : a few days con^ 
versation, however, among these people, gave me 
hopes of recollecting it in time. Efflep and hi^ 
sons were near neighbours to Eglasse, where I 

was 
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^m invited tke next day, and entertained in a' 
very handsome manner, aftw the English fa-^ 
shion, and much better than atEglasse's ; we 
had not only a couple of capons boiled with riee, 
like a pilaw^ but another dish, of fried meat 
and boiled potato^, served up on pewter plates^ 
8p that I began to fancy myself in a Christian 
country ; they also procured some toak for me^ 
as Eglasse had done before, but it was scarce^ 
there being no honey to be got ; this was made 
of sugar canes, which were likewise scarce at 
this time, and the toak was much inferior to 
what we had to the southward ; it was strong 
enough, however, to make us a.little gay and* 
lively. 

As soon as the week was ra:pired, I was de- 
termined to stay no longer, notwithstanding - 
they importuned me very much, assuring them 
I would procure leave to come again in a shwt 
time ; npr would I accept of arguide^ since I 
knew the way. When I came to the s^ si^,- 
I espied a sail, as I thox^ht, tbofigh it prtoved 
nothing but a large canoe retiirning from sea^ 
where the men had been fishing : I waked till 
they reached the shore, who seeing^me tviiite, 
though naked, came up to me, and a great d&A ■ 
of conversation passed between us, they being* 
very inquisitive after my uncommon adv^a- 
tures. I gave them-all the satisfaction I coidd, 
and inquired if there was any likelihood of a-- 
ship's arrival. Before I took my leave^ thejr 
made me a -present of as many fish -^ I ^ould 

well 
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ivdi tuxfvfioiimid* Whsn li^smsehgtaMi to mi^ 
mm hoxme^ I ^1^ oi£t fowr of the bMt, and 
WMLt to wait on my mistresses, preseatkig them 
mdi two a piece* Deaa Trougha coming hosM 
eodn after, was surprised to find £sh «heM^ 
aad iiighly pleased that X wm returned^ but 
VKiis so Qon^laisaiit, as not to «R:^r me to lick 
Jbis &et. He hsA be^Ei all day m the planta« 
tioDB, posh&ug the work as forward as he could^ 
dbat they mi^ ^rm want for pro¥isio&s whea 
tfaey^ame bade ftmn liie wars, for ev^rytiody 
wa» 1^7^ atid znaking pr^epsua^M^iiis ^oft it. He 
teid JBB^ he had oitdeped o&e ^ his wfves to 
imaJbe me a -cap, s^db as me ^usually wore hf 
way of K&sfiixiddbn; I di^ n^t li^e tiie propo^ 
Ml, Jbut tthew was ao opposing iL Nb gave 
cnt to his willies aaxA peopte, that their mt^ti^ 
<ion was ^to invade Dean MoFtK>chexx^k:, a petty 
Jking in the adjaceBt isioisii^ins ^ this he &d, 
jbr iear Mine ^of 3ms people ^hoidd desert, an^ 
<&dirav the country of Mei^suighla. 

Upon my ^Mtxum home, I foifuid visitors m 
abundance, who ^odced about me for the sdte 
fiiwfy^h ; but «s it was a customary things 
And whst I used to do mysiilf, I could not ta^ 
4t«umss, so I^shared ^em <mt as ^eit sus #^ 
would ga 

I ^dbpt iiut t^fads onenight^ peaeecttod quiec** 
«iss, tfor 'iieK momii^ Iwas-ciUleduptoaiy 
trad tbe^dfetfiy^aiid casrry tm ^n with^e^ 
ilM^flamMktf)^ Htfliat lime, ht hadiid'pro^ 
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fere ncxm, a messenger cai?^ running m haste 
with the news, . that an army of ten thousand 
Saccalauvors (our northern eneniies) were at a 
town called Murnumbo, within ten or twelve 
houi^ march of ^s. Dean Trongha wjas toa 
impatient to hear the whole story, before he 
ordered his slaves to leave their work,, and go 
home J the hcfes and spades were thrown aside^ 
and the lances taken in hand, every man runn- 
ing home, and making preparations for a march. 
Messengers were s«it to Rer Befaugher, and 
all tte other neighbouring lords, to give their 
friendly assistance* Some of the principal 
men of each tpwn^ were directed to stay at 
liome^ with a sufficient force to defend dieir 
families aad cattle^ in case Woozington should 
be at hand, as he was before, in order to take 
the town by surprise^ while the fighting men 
were all engaged another way. I went home, 
uiid§r the plausible view of whetting my lances, 
but with a resolution of being out of sight, and, 
if possible, forgpt^en, whidi succeeded to my 
wish, for they wipre soonpn their march: 
when I was well, assured that they were -gox^ 
I we|\t in a viplent hurry to the head lady's 
kotis^, askir^ fgwr, ijiy master j .ajid. bsing in- 
formed he was gone, I pretended to be in a 
i^onfusiqn, and in dll the hastfe imaginable to 
follow hii^j bp.t:the; womm WQvdd not Jet n». 
go, for they ordered the men w^ were lefjt>^ 
4 guard to ?tbp mft . A% ii^gik- Wth muh 
jido^ it^niay be sujpgpsed, I jwa^ .pvf^im^djm to 
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Wayi and sat down vcfry content^ly amoagst 
riie women : moat (rf tbe town, nay^ the very 
ehildifen were there^ or round about the house* 
Their clamour, prayers^ and cries,* fqr their bus- 
bai^, and idle tatde about the war^ was trou- 
^sofne enough^ but, noti so bad as running 
the risk of ei^er li£^ or limb, in fighting the 
ljTfeU3??l,io£ a people, for whom 1 l^ad no man- 
fierfolco^deyp; ; . 

< At night, I had Several young female visi- 
tors, ?;rhD sapped ^ith me on carravspaces^ of 
which /my mistress had made me i present; 
Our coavejFsation Was innocent and pleasant^ 
through sopjte of my. gay readers may perhaps 
iiti#giH^ Gthierwise ; but be diat as it will, I can 
^s?Ure th^, (tp the shame of Christianity)^ 
ther0 are more modcfst women, in proportion 
to th^ number of people here, than in Enigland ; 
ev^ 6uth, as would'(pooner part with their 
lives than yield to a man's embrac^i unleaS 
they W^re tafcen tp w?^fp4 according to the cus-s 
tom of the country* ; But those women, as sai- 
lor$ find for their ^rn^ /they are only 4ayep 
brought down to tl^ sea'^e, and dres$ed with 
beadaand silfc lambers, widbt no other- xi^w^ 
thfiui to allure their galhuit^^ a|id get from them 
wl^at thepy can j and though the gaik they niake 
4)f C^ir prostitution is their mastfrsf yet most 
'l^fffjiem a?<^/geiaer.Qus enough to present them 
dyi^^pjjp^Jc^jthe fine things they^tfroni^chsiy 
.^y*W ;/b«itf virere these «M!iors to go up ihuo? 
.^ •<^^,tryi they wouid not? find it vixx #^ 
. ' x2 * matter 
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I 

^&at^ to prcKXkTi A mistr^& *I%» vmtmi^ 

liiMi, haw^evei-i I had vnth taf yoUiag vi«tdr9^ 
l^velk^ sbii^ ^dfelandioiy refl^tittlii^ in b^k)^ 
iHg to iny tessie^lfertH^e the j^l^ie^cit^ I Mmakt" 
if ptipytd in &d cciiapaSiy v£ ti&^ icbeAr >«Hyilv 
:#hose bii«mty tod cemvi^ation Vfi^ ill fil^ 
bpii^on, €9i superior t& any df tlidse. 
' Du^g the-m^'s abafenee» we hfeid likle «l^ 
toltTe on than tamarinds and ai^Sv j^iitd^ 
nutk i^nly excepted ; but ki twelve d^5% diey 
i'dturned^ mid ^ri^ i^eived wl^ all tbe d^ 
fxionstm^^ of joy imj^inable bydt^6 ytf^s^m. 
i we^t myselfyTikewise, ^ith a gcidd ai38»alUi«, 
td ^erekona^ &^i h6tti<l. Deto IVitAig^ ^ 
l^e^, rallSei^ sile a little Abo^ut it ; Imt Ms wife 
ingenuem^ly cenfessihg that ^e Mnd^P@dliiife 
from fi^owsng his^, i heard Hoi^^mt ><d k* 

The akx:6#tt ti^y |g^i^ <£ ^^ ^li^eikAveL 
"W^s^ chat a general be^longing to &er THa^^i- 
ibdn^reWs army wa:^ at t^e place, hvt '^ 
in^ssS^^'s fear augmetitedr He to ii69»4tifib&» 
1^ n^i^tber 6f men that ifi reli^ w^ ift^, 
f6t diei*6 w^e n6t fivte ^housMd ^ ^^ 0\ai' 
j()eop}e -#61^ s<» e3^pedi%iovit», i&^ tilt€iy s^ietayt 
«narr^ ^a^sv %^h #i& ^^Meii^y dii^gtfiid^ 
9^av« t^6n ; tod af^ % ^oi^l fid|^ttiai|(^l#e, 
Her^imebblfui^bo wii^dreW tio a^ ftkali) aiQA 
^i^ctokfi^, to Whdift Her 'Muadros^r fitet % 
^Bfltesiei^, tb^eixi^^ tSi»^^»i(<(i^ \«i^ h^ibdift 
esfi^ially) ^cuiYch^ to «a:&y iMe k'ciMilk^ lb 
€eWdt^, .%mc^ Mb late Icmg^ R» V<fi#i«ia^ 
1b»d i<(£^r€d«Bd prottefied h»^ vIrJMk S^ftrfl 
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^^^*$ 4^ce9^e; for ]^er MioF^ebQl^mWcf f^ 
tfefr w^s tiag of M<>^*^3jQd?ivo, an^ this Bm oi 
jkis was |a have b^en his successor: ; buf t:b$r9 
W^s % 4i$P¥i^ betureea his ^ncle and him s^ 
vtr^l y^aiys, till |;.er Vevr^ni ^t Ust ]3rqu£^ 
abpHi a r^oi|cili$tiO]^ betw^n theoau iiler 
|M[imeboJ?Mnba repli^J ill ,^ fe^ words, th^t 
^pse matters ww^ s^adia^ up, that his iincl# 
5ras king, and he w^6 under hi9 commaod^ 
gnd, t^erefpf?^ could not help it;. We imder-r 
stQ^ a|»rwar4s, that Oean Woeziiigtoi* h;|d 
apfj|^i||ted to ii(^( him, and failed; however^ 
^e W4S unwilling jo return hox^^e without do* 
ing spme^h^t, jmd attempted, for that reason^ 
|o ^a|:e an inc^irsipis, ^nd carry off a booty of 
flayes ^nd cattle, bpt was prevented. Our 
aimy followed them at a distance, tp poaduct 
thei3[i safje into their pwn country, JUid thei^ 
returned home. 

Bi|Lt that part of the n«ws which was mqst 
^gr^a}>le to me wa^^, that Dean Mernaugha 
and they h^d agreed to defer, ffH* this season, 
th^r intepided e:|pe^tion with Dean Crindp a- 
gaii^^^t Mer^ughk ; for I always dreaded thq 
thoughts of going into Antemdrqes^ not only 
}est ^ 9hip slK^uld arrive whilst I should be 
absf nt, which would be si:^ pr seven months^ 
jijut for fear of geeing my old master Dean 
Mevarrow: but these fears, however, being 
:4i:ssipate4 fpr the jwesent, I Jent a helping 
% ll^nds ^%h a gopd will enough, in the forti^ 

^5 ficatioi^ 



Digitized by 



Googk 



&2& Adventures or 

^cation of the town, witti such stones as Were 
here in great plenty. No onfe was exempted 
from work, the women and children assisted, 
according to their strength, and we made a 
wall round the town, at least a yard thick^ 
and three yards high, with loop-holes to look 
through, or fire but at^ as occasion ofiered. 
3\s we had no mortar, the stones were only 
laid one upon another, and yet we were about 
two months before we finished it. 

Some of our principal men, soon after, pro- 
cured leave to go into the country to get honey, 
^nd hunt such \yild cattle as they could find^ 
of which there were many on this side the 
river Oneghaloyhe : we looked on ourselves to 
be perfectly safe at this time, it being between 
November and April, when the river was 
Swelled very large, and there were no canoes, 
except here and there one ; but it was impass-^ 
able for an army. With my master's consent 
I accompanied them ; we walke4 half a day 
very briskly, before we came to a proper plac^ 
to bait at, aftd where we could find ove, (that 
is, wild yams) or susers, which we found 
here in plenty : but we had still a hard day's 
journey to go to the place proposed for our 
country habitation ; and when w6 tame there 
we had our house to build. After omt first 
arrival, which was in the Evening, we took 
care to get a good supper ; two of us, who 
well knew the place, went to look out for 
honey among the rocks, in the fissures or 

openings 
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«p«mogs hereof be^ ii&ake their <i^atbd ; the 
other two (for we were four in all) dug ove 
andsusers. Our companions succeeded, and 
brought some honey, and we regaled ourselves 
in an elegant manner. The next day, by noon, 
we finished our house, which we thatched 
with palmetto leaves. The day following we 
employed ourselves in getting some araffer, 
which is. a pleasant liquor, that I had not tast- 
ed b^Ore: the tr« from whence it flows, is 
something like a. cocoa-nut ttee, but not quite 
so large^ and rather a kind of palmetto, called 
in their language sater. The long leaves or 
branches are burnt oflf, and the trunk is left 
bare, then we cut off part of the top of the 
tree, and with our lancet or hatchets make a 
hole in the middle, which, in a short time, 
fills, with a liquid which issues as from a 
spring. This may be sucked out with a reed, 
tUl it i$ dry, yet it will fill again the same day, 
and so continue for six or seven days,^ before 
the juice is totally exhausted. It is not like a 
syrup, but very sweet and pleasant; and I 
iiever knew it give any one the flux, as some 
may im<^ne, nor did any one of us meet with 
the least inconvenience from the drinking it. 
We wanted, however, si)me roast meat, so 
roving about the next day, we espied a herd 
of abo^t twenty pf Hattoy's cattle, and, with 
a little difficulty, made ourselves masters of ^. 
bull: now w^ lived luxuriously; ^^ made 
4rinkinjg; cups of the bull's horns; for, by 
:^ 4 ^ thrusting . 
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tdkusdiig tbi^m iftto die fife, isu^ gfv^^p 
it knock or two, th^ pith came all ofMymA 
we w^re a? wtU contested a$ so Ae .folks !mti| 
fine glasies. It is indeed sm^pridUig, tfao^ogh 
ddigktfBl, to see hew pli^db^Uy Frcmdeoce 
lia6 fiimished this counoy widi every dlu^^ 
tLot only witl^ all the neces$$mies i^ ii^, hm 
even with a delicious variety, if «ver aii:y 
country flowed wi^ milk and hc^tcy it is this^i 
and widi so m«ch ease su^ they to hb had, 
that, a$ the natives have i^ knowledge of thsf 
enrse of Adam and his pQsserity, so on« would 
be tempted to think, as weU for this reascmitt 
from their colour, that they are not of his ncot. 
Of: that the curse never f paph#d them ; for litey 
tan get their living without the sweat of tUme 
brows, or the least hard labour: notwitb* 
standing all this, the follies ^d passions of 
fnen will too often Jead them iniso xstkoy, 
though they have happiness ii^ their pow^ ; 
In this ^e country, their frequent quarri^ 
with one another, and open wars, r^uce tfaMU 
frequ^itly to tlae gre^sest necessity ^ die 
«Eiidst of the greatest pleiaty. Bat tibey ^a^ 
confined som^imes by too powerful ^i enaaiy, 
that they ^e afraid to stir out c^ dsek koi£se$ 
to fetch what the' land naturally produce ; a^ 
this Was the th^n hard iiortune oC F^atfig^ 
her, and the substance of our conversatio|| 
^ter supper; my comptoioas havi^ enterr 
taih^ me with an account of the greiyt power 
|ili4 strfPgth of their country b^ a Utde be^ 
' fpre, 
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i:}o<ie togi^dbery that tl^^ nwght be mdy act 
f^ t&i:epuift& aist ei^^D^y ; aipud, by thtt meuMi 
i^Mmdim ^ ^omt ^»d xpmtpltksafyd part of 

- We liTcd uow^ however, very happy m4 
in affi^ieaca, diiriag^ our c^iMmiwQco »t eisr 
a»w3ktapy koit^ : we sudiie j^tt ^n^ an ovmt «§ 
I liave before d&^cnlwd, ^tkd b^dsed oiir b#0f 
in k^ ^DmL we w^tt ii» qixe&e of «ome hoMty fi» 
{^ory boiae^ with us. la whkh# as I waa beCr 
Wt acqnftiMted witJv the nature of beet diaa 
they, I had be^er fortune, and got as niw:h m 
I could w^ carry off. When oujr beef grew 
so far touched that we could not eat it, we 
lod^ o«t for more : it wi^ my geodfcnrsiiiii^ 
in particukr, to meet with a young heifer, 
which I drove into a thicket ; arfed having kBl^ 
$d her^ I hdlaed to my companions. This 
we agreed to di^s, and caxty as misah of it 
homf; as convcm^ttly we could : in die &nt 
piiuce, however, we baked t^ marrow^-booeat 
brmled t^ liv^^ and spread the marmw on ic^ 
us a daixKy morsei : and then we made up onr 
enters, and marched hoi^MWards as w^ satisi^ 
£ad as we were heavy laden ; hxA not being in 
haste, we travdled vi^ so&ly. 

We would not enter the town till midni^itt, 
j|iest we might be obs^ved ; and now, cmce 
«nore^ I widb^ for: mj wiS? to ihave fcwsen at 

bowt 
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iwme CD receive me. Hie next monrim^ I 
iprmted im the chief lady "inA a hcA-n of honey 
afid a pie^ of beef, who w^m Mghly delighted, 
bnt thought I had broug^ too much : from 
h» I went to the other, where Dean Trongha 
was, and paid my a>m^m6nts to hef. The 
dean was very glad to see me, ate a plentifol 
breakfast, and was extremely pleased to hear 
me teU the various circumstances <tf our sport : 
the odions by this time^ sKrcMding to custom, 
were cem^ to present i^^r knd with some part 
of what they had gc^ by way of acknowledge- 
ment. As I was going home, one met me, 
who wanted to buy some honey, it being m^ 
moured:about that I had brotight home a l$rge 
^cargp : he gave me a fine silk kmber for a ca- 
labash of honey, diat contained about two gal- 
Jons* I thonglk myself very fine in it, and 
sure I am, I was the first of the family who 
was ever dressed so much like a Madagascar 
lord. Dean Trodgha toM me I had botight it 
cheap -enoiogh in conscience, fi^, if honey had 
Tiot beea scarce, it was worth four times as 
jnuch ; silk is very plentiful in this country^ 
if they wcrald take the pains tp gather it. 
. Here, through ignorance, I commkted an' 
^qg;regious ^rror; for, as I^an Trongha was 
saying the man bought the honey dear, I *im- 
swered, a little too smartly, if dils war «m- 
jbnnes but three at four years longer, a man 
will be glad to Sell a chiM for such a calabtt^ 
of lumey. The prince «pok me up with isom^ 
4 warmth, 
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I^afmdti and ttid,:dii^ I pr^mnty^ ymx wiH 
leave us, iiid go to tome inknd priiMer- fm ar 
biellyful of viccuaik I assured Uafci iuow-* 
ever, that I wcmld stay with him tUl hii.oQyild 
$end me. hoiOie in some ship or anc^her ;. and 
that. no cdber motive shonld evar |)art ua* 
Though he said no more, I found He was mt^ 
€»sy, and could not £nd out the reason, till 
after we returned frcnn the plantation; at whtcb 
tkne, m we wew. walking jbomewasds alont, 
J^bin, says he, you are not aware, periia|i8» 
that pii^peopWiinagineyaii can conjure; and, 
a« youknajwthe,terra«)3, that is, writing and 
tiMdipgy y«i can foretel things fo come :. iiow, 
Wy.yQUr caUdog of wc^se times in our countr^r 
^an she present, before thew illiterate peopH 
they will take it for granted that it wiU cf»w 
«Eunly be so ; and y(>u will so diacourage tfaiMQi 
^k»t they fwill all run away ; for th^ would 
pay as sup^stitipus a regard to you aa to an 
umoss^, if you thought it proper to act s»ch 
a part, since necessity (for the reaaoiks I have 
told you) seams to require it at this juncture. 
I replied, that though I was conscious of my 
error, ye* I could never think they, would »ko 
pie for a conjuror, or one who knew things 
before they happened ; for, if I had been pos- 
sessed of that.^lent, I woidd never, have taken 
this last uoffurtunafie voyage^ in which I was 
(sast ashore on this isl^. Whjit y^ou say. ia 
tDM, sayshet.b^t tb^se people are tooigno- 
lanttobe iQstt:iK:ted» and it is not in your 
; poweifc 



Digitized by 



Google 



|Kiw«f or xfiJOM «^ QOHTiiice tkmm; aad tx^ maire 
the att»Bi|« is but to give them aa ill opiBiMi 
of ua ; t^Y xMist be imiulgod in their snpefsdb^ 
tioos notions, be humotMred, and talked ta 1^ 
peeriih, sickly children. As dns is the eas^ 
esud I, I beg pardcm } and feitMully f»roinise 
you to be Tery careful of my mMpds, leqit i^ey 
should prove any n^ans of discouragttttt^ t# 
t^m for the fnturet 

In three or four days at most, our fine pie^ 
vif ion was gone, for I disoril^ured what I bad, 
as is customary, atto^ig our n^hbotu^ zmd 
than we had little else but taraariii^ ^nd 
eahra* About 4u*ee weeks after, Eglasse, and 
i^s man Toby, oune to pay uie a visit, ;u|d 
bfQimht some beef and pota«)es wiiJi dx«n; 
for t£ey knew our poverty. We had an pdd 
eort of conversation, between Eglasse's broken 
Madagascar, and my broken English; in&t 
Toby, who spd^e both luiguiiges, helped im 
ouL He staid widi me all night, and went 
the next day w Dean TVongha, and begged 
for me to live witli him &v9 or six weefce^ 
which was readily grsmted ; so I shut up my 
house, and, in nve or six hours, aniived at 
Eglasse's, where Efflep, and his two sons, 
James and John, gave me a h^urty welcome. 

I used to walk about to the adjacent towns 
mkdx Eglasse, and met widi several pf ttae na^ 
ttv^, who could speak English toleral^y } but 
hiire was cme of them, who, when a boy, used 
to go errands, and transact i^siaess, for tiK 

English 



Digitized by 



Googk 



tOBSKC BftV«T4 S8S 

tiuKi he spekt Eiigiidb to wett' as Us nati'ri 
totigne: He imks vsrjr lidi^ liad tlilr«e triV6% 
rsuaxf skTte and tattle^ he hsd also iteaxiog 
JDhithes, whieh btiibi^ed td Quch fi^rMEts te 
ittedtkeen; for when any %m» ^mss seat sidk 
vseisotty he issed to take tare €if tbete^ iaiid^ i£ 
^leyx^ed^ he had whak ihey kftr His tnks 
naasaB ^as Williaixl Pm-seri idi^iigh the nittite» 
imlled Mm W^lkm Pamrv Hb arrays traatt* 
«d isie in a vfery handsbme buMSief ^ ^rlsaa I 
,%nittDB€ae hisi; bt^ he never <oiirred me any 
chtthesty ner did itlesire any^ fbr there i^add 
JttLve bifcha^ired but aidcwavdly m an Eng^sk 
idrasSi and ^s I hhd now a fiiote lambet 'to 'vrasdt 
^a6rtr theii" saoauEuAefi I was vesr^ weil iKnitenMBk;; 
. i had b^n here abo^ a i»ondi beion «ld 
fiffli^ died^ ajid his 90n JattwiwHhe k^toun 
bwiaA ibr him, ttftier the inamier of.ite oew^ 
ary^ winidi is liie saiiM assmiAoieemdraeat iE& 
loiilbd ftur «* frre heeviefSy to ientectaki. hk 
tiMnds who aMeockddiettnnend. Theprmces 
said lords d;o nte loiil dbe beasts here:; best ^a 
nincb willeatt latiy Yhmg^ ^e^r&i swings flesi\ 
ibtti^h li aiaiwshcjiridiajl k« 

i Imid Tislry :^ WbH §kft«reen Egtaase's ak:dL 
James's, till about three or fovur days be^nsi 
jmm teigoihome)^ at whkh uv^ I wmsf^seiied 
•wkh *$L "pitilMii ibirnj ,^liiak mned'ta on agtss» 
«i^^%n»i^K^aie4of9m^o lowv ihtft:ivwli^"in» 
4M« tk> nir bhroof the house* /Xlumr s^^ 
4iMp«i4«r\<b iK^[iiiiitt Dsin aSrengm «iiih^ 

my 
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my tnikbrtune, and txK>k as much cari c^ vS§ 
as po^ibly they could ; and James womld ftow 
and then boil a fowl to make a little broth for 
me. I lay once for dead, and Eglasse being 
Inroad, Toby, who was left with me, c^led 
in the neighbours, ai)d all of them thought 
that I had taken my last gasp ; insomuch, that 
they went home, and James was consulting 
which way to bury me : but when Eglasse 
returned, about two or three hours after, he 
per^red me breathe, and James burning 
something imder my nose, I revi^ned, indeed^ 
but was not sensible for two days, nor able 
to sit up for many more. Dean Trough 
fading informed that I was dead, sent a mes<<^ 
senger to know the truth ; who foimd mfe alive^ 
but-.iK)t able to speak to him. After this I 
gradually recovered ; the ague huiig upon m6 
dbir^ months, and I was two more before I 
had strength sufficient to go hcmie ; insomuch^ 
that I had a strong inclinaticm* to see Dean 
Trongfaa: Eglasse, bowever, was willing to 
detain ^me as long a^ be; could; &ir now I be^ 
^an_ to'talk Englisl^^tdfe^bly well, and vnm 
good company for Min' 'as lei^ as he liv^ 
which was but a littfe t^btte ait»r my rtfco- 

Five jnen baving^ i^icowr Xf3 s^^to EgpUttse^ 
mk&di ma for. him; and! be, faeuig^ die ^attta^ 
tion, Lwtot And told: bim^} bet* tsuttie a:wfltyxit^ 
rastl^ wicb me to the OTien^ andbeggedrdwftffiuK 
txjur ot me.ftd trtat; witb^iJi^ abom dbr^wrf 
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^jiase. They asked six piec^ of eigbc, bnt m^ 
;sisted on foiir j I would give them, horwever^ 
BO more than three. , At last they said. If 
Eglasse would give thexn the old lance which 
he had in his hand, they would take the mo- 
ney. This alarmed me; they whispered, I 
perceived, two or three times, to one anc^erj^ 
and having heard that Eglasse thre^ii^ied ther 
king. Dean Mumaugha, I b^an to be terribly 
frighted, and tx)ld him in English, that theyi 
wanted the lance, and that I had good reasons 
to suspect their behaviour ; for the lance w^ta 
not worth a meal of potato^. He, .however, 
in a bravado, gave the man the lance : Here^ 
says he, we will not disagree, take the lancew 
No sooner had he delivered it, but. a man 
came behind him, and, with bc^ hands, push-^ 
ed the lance in at lus back, widi that force that^ 
it canje out of his breast. I turned about at 
the shriek which Eglasse made, £uid seeing the 
man pulling the lance out of his body, I ran 
amongst the wild canes, which grew by a rivi» 
side ; and the rustling I made^ajppeared tome 
like the noise of purstuers, so that.it was^. some 
time before I could ^teover my senses;, and; 
when I did, I still QQitttiaued to listen with at^, 
tent^on. In a shc^-t ;ime I heard soiiie^pefsons 
qall .after me, whkhi proved to be Jamfe and 
l^ JI?rotlier: JolWe.- I WM zlmmt afipaid-to vmH 
lllf m, but seeing not other company,, I came.Qp« 
^.r^^jir% tQvth^ They tcrid me fh»M^ Dtesn 
Mprj|^%uW i»ifi|ricved Egb^^rdfidt^i^ 
:o threatening 
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an Efliglbhmsxi, and beloadi^ to J^^ut Tmag^ 
kk, I med men: fear any thing ; for iliey omM 
In^ idiled y tm^ (vaid xhBj) he£cftb you iled, ^ 

#a^ tnre ; idteu^ ^id I^ ht May kosipAej po^ 
liaf^^ dxat i <6hall tieli th^ capotkid of «fa^ M 
iltikr ^UTival^ that hd idlte white Men^ afiid «^ 
der pretewe of liao^t, fiaay thi^ 
«D kill mte tc^ But they ajssuarad ^tt^^as I wai» 
an £n^iiimm]i) iie diu^st not 4o it, iM±tkat 
^ <execation«rs iiad told him s(x 

1 "vpnl: hidme ^th ciiM:^ i^vligre lay tibs 
woidnded corps, aii ooeaked ; thsy s^ad I&b- 
wise On his goods^ catde, asid on Ids tvrQ slav^, 
Roiain and l>»by^ and ^taeid 'm ^the tG<«m all 
nflghb Tlse nii^n maaiiing tbey came «a me, 
asMi nequesned th&t I wanid go:»^e1bng^ong 
withithtto. ifi\v^sniQ«afmid,^$i(klI) 
wert it cm joa^ 0Asft a€cm»ft dbas^ 1:0 bieg dbe 
body ^ bury it. ^hey ^aaswerejd, Afc ia^ 
was so far from doing ane ^afty listtwi, tiiait li^ 
wondd ibae ^kd to soe me, ^and, stheiy w^t^ well 
MBured, he ifirould gimm .aof request ^ ^and, p»- 
haps, ;^ve >me sosne :ahiufe, too, c^ j^aase's 
goods. Upon this, Jaittes md t ;wea€ } «nd 
CflilkngDa William Pncs^ ctKc^ likn ^ong V9^ 
hs^ Wheul^imredtii^ttm^ ]n^4i»artxnn* 
^rve m^ but I Mwiidi^rad^iiefe was nortatd^ 
nog. Dean ^Mberaan||lia ««s ^atedn^ at ys 
ontt door^ wkh a )great ma&y f^e^l* Mtani 
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ottthe groittid^befbfe-hiiiii licked Ms feetj ac- 
cording to tbe cuistoni of the connfry, wiiich 
tke people were suf prised at, having never ob- 
served a whiw xiiata eVef to do so before. ' He 
pfirmitted me; indeed, at firsts but soon after 
bid' me rise and^not^be afraid^ for he would not 
hurt^a-hsar df my head. 
: oHe*tl»n ordered Eglasse'sxattle to b<i brought 
bie^re.hhn; and cdtamanded th^m to tafc^ a 
wJiite cow, (not a bullock) j and tie her to a 
tree : scfter tshat thfe-owley was brought t>ut, and 
ail akar was erectsedj as before described/ by 
placing tht ©wky across two forked sticks, 
about six feet bigh, upon -a beam ; when this 
was^done^ the cow was killed: then the king, 
rising fronx his seat^ took a green bough, dip- 
fied it in the- bloody ind sprinkled the owley. 
In the next place, he took a small quantity of 
the fat^ and some of the sweet-scented gum, 
and. burnt -them under it^ making the smoke 
ascend to the owley. After that he took two 
cutlasses, and wheeling them one against ano- 
ther, (as a butcher does a knife and steel, but 
not so qvuck), he began his prayer to Gkni and 
the-lordte of the fotir quarters of the world, and 
to his forefathers, by their respective names, 
ending, with his grandfather, who made the 
oath with the English captain, an account of 
which Dean Troi^ha had before given me^. his 
name, after his deaA, was Munguzungarefvo. 
/6&e form and maimer of his prayer was»'thisj 
^- or tO:^s eflfegt.: 

.4 Y "* Bless 
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*' Bl«s me, O Dean Unghorta^y thm si»» 
^ preme God ; bless npie, O you JDeaa Megud- 
** dunknateem j bless me, O yoix D^iuo^ Anty- 
^ fertra^r } bless mey O you Detm Aneebelee- 
•* shy; bkss me, O y<>u Deau Aatymoor; 
" bless me, O ye [Here he repes^d sever;ii: 
*' other names of his, forefathers], but. m^fe 
^^ esp^dalfly, O yoia Dcanr MiHiguziiagaFeTO;: 
^^ bles^ my family and this kingdc^ci,. lor I 
^' have had regard to your oa^ and the man 
^ whom I have now slia^n is not an BagUsh- 
^ man, but o( another country i neither would 
^ I have put him to death were^it joot for my 
** own preservation : sinee he ofteo threat^ied 
** to take aiwiay my life, whenever ?ttiy .ship^ 
*^ shotild happen to arriye/' 

Whilst he was praying, his slai^« were cut* 
tipg up the bedf.; when he had done, he ^rder? 
ed me ta take the whole breast, and th^i he 
divided tiie rest among the people.: He w»s 
pleased to say, that I had none of that barl^u:!^ 
<yus dispositi^MQ which some white peoj^have; 
f<^ he lool^ed upcm me as a native, smce I had 
loug ^fcus^med m/self to th^ manners c^itheiJr 
country^ I had no great incU^Eiation t<>take 
his beef, but recollecting that Eglassip's d^truc* 
Jtioh was too ^uch owing to lus a#n ill ecmr 
d)ict, I thought it was,si$sst to app€|ar pleased 
wit^ his offer. Robi% the siave, Wi3^ givea to 
the executioner, but Jfa^es bought TSsby q£ the 
king. I b^ged leave to bury the body, which 
favour was readily gpraated me,, and we setsica^ 
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tb£ batek to Jaines';s hdu'se. The next moming 
twa messengers cam^ frcwn Dean Trongha to 
iiiquire k±o tlite thlth of this it0Tj^^ for it had 
been reported that I vras killed ; and, in. case it 
had proved so^ the)^ were ordered to go.direct^ 
ly to Dean ^^rnaugha abd demand satisfac-« 
tx<»Kc^hiin, helb^ing fully de^rmined to re^ 
venge lAy death } but as^ it was otherwi^, and 
they had no instraotions rektixig to Eglasse'c^ 
«2ase) I went home with them. 

At my arrii'al, I was deceived with as mndi 
joy zi if I had beeil A friend* of the last inv* 
pwtance to th^n. I tij'ent so6ii a&er to the 
chief lady^s honse, where &e other was then 
presexiti though she had not been thiere in half 
a year befc^e j Dean Trbngl^ seemed very well 
pleased likewise, and made me give a particu-* 
far det^l of my own severe sickness, and the 
tragical end of poor £glasse, saying, at the same 
timei that I had so many fortunate escapes^ 
idiat he did not think I should die in their 
wnmtry, but that it would be my lot once more 
to see Old England. Here he repeated hi» 
promise to send me thither. In the interim, 
however, he ordered my house to be repaired, 
the cattle having eaten up most of the thatch ; 
aiid {provisions to be given me, not only for the 
present, but for the time to come, for he had 
uiely a good harvest, so that we lived in more 
affluence than before^ 

One day I asked leave to pay a visit to Ret 
Befaugher, fbr^ in timee of dang^. from ene-> 

T 2 meSf 
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mies, ncMie went out x)f . town without f&mds^ 
sioBi As I was |)assing by a riyer, and walk-* 
ing down to it, I peirceivedithe trackof^aaAl- 
li^tor, which gave a great;check to that incli-i 
nation; and there being two or three hou.$ea 
at but a small distance from it, Lwas going: 
towards them to beg a little: .water, but a young^ 
woman, who was godng with her calabash ta 
dip for siome, desired me to.stay and she would 
supply me with as much as I could drink j I 
told her I would accept the favour, but as she 
went info the water, up to her kneeis, to fijiher 
vessel, an alligator, with k spring, caught fart 
hold of both her thighs^ and dragged her into 
the stream; but as she kept bsr he^.and^ 
hands above water, 1 threw one lance awayf 
and ran to her assistance with ^ other, iwhich 
she took hold of, and pulled her to mer with all 
my might, but the alligator still keeping his 
hold, we called aloud for help* At length I 
got hold of her hand, and she directing n^e 
where the creature lay, I struck him with xay 
lance, and wounded him, but not. so deeply as 
t;o oblige him to. let go, till a second stroke* 
^y this time proper assistance came, and wc 
brought her off safe, with two large wpimda 
only, made with his long jaws and sharp teeth. 
She was now perfectly naked, for she had lost 
l|er lamber in the, struggle, but that was not 
worth regarding ; we saved her life, and every 
body was highly pleased with that. Rer Be- 
faugher entertained me iia a very courteou*" 

. : manner^ 
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iftaffiicr, and iiafving^ gratified Kkcuribsity, in 
'hearing sir shurc narcativ^ of my late ^dangerous 
sdvemure^riTecdrijedHorae; ^ . ' * 
TJbe j[)e6ifle- •wererx>rdered to get ready td 
niarc^ in thfie dayff/at faa5the$t/and the trmd^ - 
see was )empidyfed to ' prophesy of ' the suctess 
of ^the wan ? U|)oii ,diis,T he took some sand; 
tdssed itrabbnt, arid made several scrawls with 
^lupoiiiatboard; ; 'At length^ he hid them look 
•fiirua) tree? that iira3perfecidy upright, and after 
tiiaiJ, ibi* a itdadcadHi bald-faced cow ; which 
being found, and brought to the tree, was killi 
iedf then: the riuBos&e^tocEk sonue/bf the blood, 
-vikh ^ his^ iiand - snidared the tree, and invoke 
not oiily the denioi^s, -but the spirits of D^an 
Trdngha's forefe^ers; caUang on them all to 
arise and he^r - what he Tiad to isay,' which was 
to this eiFeet: That f heir grandson, Itean Trong-r 
iia^' was ^oirig to ^war; against their most impla- 
cdbfe enemy ^tbei kirig of. Merfaughla. In th« 
laext place, he drdefflad^wo men of fequal strengt"h 
taxutrthe treefdd^ with hatchets, one to the 
jnoidswardi and the trfher to the soiithward, and 
to give stroke for 'Stfoke with eacji other jsajr- 
ing, if the tree fdlHoward the Yoriner, bad suo^- 
cess^would atteiid their entei^irize. Those of 
the ^^gar sort }who were theA present^ stood 
gaping, to swallow, as it were, every divine 
word that came out jof the mottthrof this wonr 
der-working prophet; : How the mistake hap- 
pened, I- cannot say, but the. tree fell to tH© 
northward, though, it. was, beyond all tloubt, 

y 3 intended 
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iiit^&ded to fall the othaer way ; for ipi^efa Beaj) 
Trongha perceived it. Let us cttt up the beef 
(said he, with a sinil^, and be vakrry } that is 
the bjest part pf the ceremcmy : We forgoi: to 
observe^ that what Ht^e wiikL there was, was 
to the sputhtjpard J yre shpuld have.xhpsen a 
more proper timet He striptlyr enjuned, how> 
^ver, all present to say nothing, at home tex the 
women, of what had passed ; W we toldtthem^ 
at our return, that the treie fell tp the- ^ocuti^ 
ward, in ord6r that they should^ t411 thiBir hus- 
bands the same story. ' / i 
/ This conduct of Dean Trqngha's ponfiriped 
pie in a suspicion, which I had entiertainedifGr 
^pme tiine^ whiph was this, that «ozne of these 
lords, who are men pf s^n3e,keep pne of thes^ 
'iimossees, with'a political view, and only to 
amuse the igjiorant populace y who here,^ as 
yrell as in otter parts, must be cajoled in theit 
superstitious notions, and allured by such ar- 
tifices as political govj^troirs know how tp 
practise to advantage, though they themBe^res 
Tegard but little whiat their cpnjbrors say of 
their talking with, and hay Wg familiar con- 
verse witibi the demi-gods and ispirits/^ 

Here now wa?s a seeming ill iranen, and top 
jnany pf the yulgar sort had seen it to be trust- 
^' with th)9 secret/ for which reason, an expe- 
•dient must be found out to avprt and disanul 
iti The demons. must be consulted and ad*- 
dressed a second time, to procure their far 
.vour aid protection ; so away goes the umos- 
• ■ r- ' - see, 
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V ii^^ciing 4gam aii^ again, dnd conjuring 
till he conjured me into the wars. A bird call- 
ed tuluhoy which is somei^ng like our phea^ 
Mtity but smaller^ and very scarce to be found| 
must be caught, dead or alive; the^ a sea 
crab, and a variety, of other things, which he 
p^ticularly named : these he blended all to* 
gether, niuttmng incantations ail the time: 
then he bound them up in a clout, which was 
afterwards fixed oa the t<3fp of a stkk, about 
dhte length and bigness of a walking cane This 
was a charm, which was to prove destructive 
to the enemy ; this he calleci the eledge, and 
dus was tx> be tarried in solemnity before the 
,army. But who should be a prefer person to 
foe the bearer, was the next question^ and the 
demons were to be again consulted on this im- 
portant part of the affair^ who were pleased to 
jreveal to him, or, (which is all the same thing, 
to stuj^d bigots, who implicitly rely on what- 
€fver he shall say), jdbiat no oae ^gis qualified to 
carry this charm, but he who had no relations 
living on this isknd. Now, from my former ob- 
servations, I used frequently to coic^emn these 
umossees, and smiie at their conjugations, and 
after this hint, I need not, I presume, urg^ 
many words to demonstrate from whence his 
pretended revelation came, though he was 
pleased to father it od the demons ot demi- 
gods, or whatever other na^e we English may 
call them; for to dp the jnan justice, he ^ad 
^cjot the impiety or assurance to introduce Dean 
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Unghbrray, or tiieSuiJrwne Gk)d, mtb^aay ptrj 
of this reUgioiJs farce, . 
, JJpoft this declaration of W§, (in jny^absence), 
says Poan^ Trpagjaa, where shall we find a man 
yrithout stan^ relations pr anpther ; that, (sjqf» 
Jxe), r cannot tell, hut this is the iiaind of th§ 
demons, and tJiQy ^Qldd never direct it, wcf e 
thei'e no sijch mian to. be fpupd ; you must, 
therefore, recollect your$elf. Now I think on 
it, (^ys he), th^re ij your white man Robin^ 
>s the only man, I dare say, who is qualified 
for that importjtfit ofipice ; but then, says Dean 
rfrongha, notwithstai^ing he maybe such a 
man, yet it, is not prppey for him to go^ be- 
l&ides, I have giveji him'' my word, he. shaH 
not gp against his inclination. Why then, 
^sayg the umossee^, you must find out sojn^ 
other person more prpper, if you can. Hav- 
ing done lii^ business, away he went, leaving 
the Dean in Jip small perplexity, ^bo was 
a man pf strict hpnour, and ^ punct\i?J ob- 
server of bis word ; whereupon, he sf fit for 
ji>e,^^4 yold me, it was in my power to be 
very sj^fvifeable to the whole coimtry, but 
more especially to himself, ajid that I should 
be gratefully rewarded fpr piy compliance with 
his request ; but he insisted first on my pror 
mise. If it be not tp kill a man, (said I), I 
:sliould b^ proud of an opportunity to oblige 
you. He then told me, ingenuously, the whol^ 
story, and that it could not possibly be helped, 
or else he would not have asked it of me. I 
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paused a wfaile^ trot upon a short i^colleetiony 
said, all I feared was, what I told him before^ 
hxLt since there was an absolute necessity for 
it, I should readily acquiesce. Hereupon, said 
hev I will protect you, and take as much care 
of your life and. health, as of my oewn^ and iir^- 
ma^it^tely .ordered a slave to attend me, and all 
things Bece^ary to be. got rouiy for me. I 
was tsQ cwry this chann^ called the elodge, in 
my left,hi9nd, at aJiout three or four stmaes 
ca^Gidistantfrom the army, during their march, 
and at night, pitch it at the same distance from 
thet camp, pointing it.to ward, the enemy '& coun- 
try, :theH Wa^ myself, and mix with the crowd 
wherever I jdeased. This was to be done till 
we should have an engagement with Woozing^ 
ton's army j I was to have ten beevess and two 
slaves for . my trouble. The vulgar imagine, 
that this charm has a poisonous quality, and 
that was the reason I. was to wash b^ore I 
came near any of them, but Dean Trongha 
told me privately, that he knew well enough I 
did not think it anywise pernicious. No, Sir, 
(said I), I am very well assured there is' no' 
harm nor good in it, and they shall we me lick 
it before their faces, if they please^ which none 
of them would venture to do for an himdted 
oxdn. I can never think, (says I), that you 
yourself have that confidence in it, as you tell 
them ; buj you see the ill consequence of mak- 
ing use of these conjurors, for the common 
people are so strongly persuaded of their power 
t ' over 
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over them by these charms, that was yoor life 
to be ia danger, you must do vthMt this ianagi-* 
nary prophet says his demi-gods direct, thotigk 
you was to carry this yourself. What you 
say, (said he), is very true, and was I to refuse 
to let you carry it, they would refuse to march, 
or. if they did, would charge me with every 
miscarriage consequent upon it. Yes, Sir^ 
(said I), but there is still a farther danger, ibr 
had this umossee but courage and cunning 
enough, you have put it in his powc^ to mak* 
even yourself subservient to his directions, un- 
der the jHret^ice of their being the orders <rf 
the demons ; and it is but his saying hi^ der 
mons or spirits have ordered such or such t 
thing to be done, though it be even against 
yourself, tlwy durst not disobey his orders, fof 
he has them all at his beck, if he did but know 
it. And here, I cannot but r^ect, that not 
only Madagascar and other heathenish couiir 
tries, are possessed with this vice of superstii* 
tion, but even Christian nations have been, an4 
are yet, too much tainted with it ; of this, and 
its mischievous consequences, there have been 
many flagrant instances. 

Soon after we marched out of town, I had a 
slave, like other great men, to carry my mat 
and provisions for me, and I was furnished 
with every thing I could reasoaiably desire. 
Now came the umossee, and put the elodge in 
my left hand, and I marched in state before 
them. The next day we joined Rer Befaugher^ 

and 
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jtfid two "days, after tb^ Rer Mtmdnesser ; 
^amesy the son of JEMep^iim^ }ns jaux Toby, 
vere both in die army^ so that we had good 
ixmipany every ev^iingy.as soon as I had faced 
my elodge, jasad washed myself. We passed 
the great rirer Oneghaloyhe, wading through a 
^idy which lay a great way higher than where 
I passed it Ijefore. Here our peojde stocked 
themselves with beef, for we frequently baked 
«t noon, on purpose to give them tixpe to hunt 
Hattoy's cattle. 

. When I came to the river where several alli- 
gators lay, though I had my fire-brand in my 
band,- yet I would not venture to pass over by 
jBiysel£ Then the umossee came up to me, and 
€aid, I need not be afraid, for, whilst I carried 
|he elodge, the demons would protect me from 
(kH hamu I laiighed at. him, and told him, I 
was well assured he did not imagine that I gave 
|Miy credit to his assertion, neither have you 
^y such nodon of its power, but if you 
iiave^ do you carry it over- here, and either go 
with me, or before me : however, though he 
hadrmore wit, I forced hfei to fetch two guns, 
that I might discharge them into the water, to 
make the alligators retreat ; and then I went 
over. W« saw several people, who belonged 
to- two petty princes not far oflP, and were hunt- 
ing here for their diversion ; as they were not 
;i^amies, our people had abundance of discourse 
widi them. Though we passed through a very 
mountainous wilderness, yet we lay but two 
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nights ia* k, for. t^itey knew a^^njnch neiver 
.way than I d]d^)«lifn I canfe aicme^ When I 
saw Vohitch Fatey, I r^tumecHif a very mekn^ 
cfady mood into die camp ; insomiich that 
Dean Trimgha todk notice of il^ an4 ^ifcid me^ 
wh^t ailed me td told him, we were now draw-^ 
ing near to Antemdbroea, which' had been a 
Bcesi^ of znisery to me, and I had terrible ap^ 
pYBhensions of Dean MevarrowJ . But he dieer^ 
ed itie tip, and said, they dorsl: nqtrirenmiB to 
injure me, and he was very well assured tlM 
tli^y would nm: attappt it, as; well out of fbar, 
as out of respect to himu* . ' . ,' 

. The naext day we arrived at MadamvoyA, dii 
river at whiidi I used to water my cattle, when 
in DeaaMurhaQzack's country; Thisv#a3Qr* 
ciered to be the place of rendezvous, and D^un 
Mumanzack, with his hrethr^i and their forces^ 
all met here. Dean Aflferrer soon took notice 
jof mej and when I went toHck his feevhc 
lifted me up, and seated me by himself^ asking 
Dean Trongha, at the same time, how I cami 
to him? I was d^ired to tell mypwn.tlie, 
.which accordingly I did to his.satisfacdDiiI 
H^ said I had takm a gr^t deal of;pains fbr 
liberty, but it was no more than he ^wmildchave 
done himself, xmder the same^circuiristances, 
and wished me all the good succeB»^.imagint 
able. ' ., .. 

Dean Crindo and his sons^came lie next 
day, and Dean Mevarrow and his brother: along 
with them. Though I was sorry to find he 
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was reooTettd of the yaws^* yet I veEttrofed to 
go ^ Mniy wlnen^i fcmsd his^ brotha:' was with 
him. After the usual ceremcfny ©f licking 
their fe0t, they said they were glad to see rae^ 
and asked me why I kft theiu? I preteaded; 
iur cafse he would^ive me my wife^ to r^:urii as 
soon as the army parted.- Whereupon both 
told me^ she would not mairry any odier tnan, 
but continued constantly to lament my al>- 
sence. This drew imfeignpd tears from me; 
and here, I must confess, that if a sincere con-^ 
jugal affection is a weakness in man, I muse 
own (let the world think as it pleasps) my- 
self guilty of that weakness. These te^s, 
however, as it proved afterwards^ were the hap- 
py means of deceiving them^ and of my escape 
from dang». And had my shedding them 
been a piece of arti£ce only, it might carry-its 
own justification with it, since I had gopd rea- 
ioa to fear Jie would have murder^ me pri- 
vately, when he perceived I ' either contemned 
or hated him,^ At. night, I let Dean Trongha 
iacothe seccet, lest he should suspect I was 
cai;rying on sdme sinister Resign in , visitjpg 
Mevarrow. • Here I met with my old trusty 
friend, who had all this time kept my s^rets ; 
he told ilaey Jjkewise, that my wife continued 
inoonsdableJ^ and repented 'every day o£ her 
life that she did not go with me. . 
/ In about fthi^e days, the.army^ which now 
consisitBdofibout 4000. men, uwcrched^ audi 
wend be&)t«r ©Hem . witfa : the elodge. Ou the 
cintrj day 
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day fbllMring, we enter^ the coftatry of Mer^ 
fetughla^raiid here the army idiyid€d,mto three 
parts, as in their former expedition^ and mstf ch:-* 
ed with much more circnmspectioii than be^ 
fore; for we were in an enemy's coimtry ; I 
still marched in the front. As we were pass* 
ing between the' two w^oods, a volley of sh(« 
was all on a sudden discharged at: me, but the 
enemy ran away as soon as they had £red 
Hiey were a small party in ambuscade, on pur-^ 
poee to lay hold on such opportmuties. The 
shot whistled about my ears, and some small 
boughs, that flew, off from the trees, strikii^ 
me, I could not presently tell whether I was 
wounded or not. Ebwever, I stopped, and 
was determined to proceed ho further. Dean 
Trackughe, who was the nearest/ commander, 
ordered me to go on, but I peremptorily refu&« 
ed, imless they would send a party to march 
before* The umossee, too^ came, and tadlDNl 
to me in his old conjuring dialect, and widt 
the same success as he did at the river. Ab 
l&ojgth Dean Crindo came, and commanded me 
to go on, declaring he would otherwise compel^ 
me. i was terribly nettled at. the haughttnesa 
of one whom I had so much reason to hate^ 
and baldly told him he was a pro«id prinoe^ 
and diat I thanked ;God I was not under his 
jm-isdiction. It is^true, (said he), or etee I 
would take care .you should go no furdben 
Dean Trongha was now came forward, and 
asked what was the matter ? Xo wli6m Deu 
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^i^o c«Bg|)laiiied of my bemg both obstinate 
jsyad siucy. He suiswered, it was unreasons^ble^ 
as well as cruel, to desire I should be exposed 
to dagger , at that silly rate ; and, as to die 
mau'is pertaess, (says Dean Trongha), you for- 
get he is a white, and as good as any of us 
ftlL In short. Dean Crindo was obliged to let 
an hundred young men go before me, and in 
good time truly it was, for there were several 
3uch firings at us that afternoon, from small 
ambuscades. 

; Two days after this we came to the river^ 
not only where we had encamped before, but 
fought and defeated Dean Woozington, ^uid 
killed hia brave general Ry-Opheck. Here we 
encamped again, and, as no enemy appeared, 
^nost of us were &ac plundering the country, 
but Dean Trongha persuaded us against it, and 
advised us to march still on, in order to find 
the euOTfxy out, impossible, before they divided 
their forces into small parties. As for my 
part, I did not care how soon we came to a 
battle, for thax I should get rid of the elcdge/ 
At length, when we had marched four days, 
a body of the enemy, of about 1000, appeared 
i(^ a plain before us, and Dean Tirongha dre^ 
put his countrymen to fight them. The un^os-^ 
see came up to me, charging me to march be^ 
fore my master with the elodge, and to throw 
it towards, the enemy as soon as the engage^ 
ment began. We marchediorwards, and the;Jr 
advanqed, though bui; slowly, to meet us, for 

they 
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they had a secret design. Dean Trongha (a^ 

they wanted), drew near, and they still kept 

firing, though at a distance ; howeyer, it was 

fight enough for my, purpose, as being a fair 

excuse for throwing away the elodge. I did it 

with alacrity, and returned forthwith tp the 

" " ad no gun nor lance to fight, and 

y heart to be eased of so trouble- 

The enemy .withdrew into a 

ir people eagerly followed, a^d 

till the general, who, with eagle's 

ound about him, (notwithstand-- 

)f the action), and discovered a 

^ fire-arms on a rising bank of 

eartli, among the trees and bushed ; upon that 

he immediately called ou^t to his people to stop, 

discovering, moreover, a great number of men 

concealed in a ditch, that was cast up for that 

purpose. ; so he marched back without the loss 

of one man^ for there was no fighting in an 

unknown wood, and with an unknown force. 

Dean Woozington was doubtless, one^of the 
most subtile, artful men on the island ; for 
though he had not force enough- to face an 
vmy of 4000 men, and his country was ruin- 
ed, yet he found out ways .and means to be 
revenged in the severest manner : nor did my 
valiant master Dean Trongha, notwithstand- 
kig his great conduct .and bravery, escape his 
resentment. . Our beef being all spent, and 
no enenjy to be found that would fight, parties 
were sent out in quest of cattle . apd -slaves^ 

and 
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i^kd return^ with good . success, though the' 
plincipal gaierals, that is to say^ Dean Crindo, 
I^aiL Mumanz^ack, and Dean Trbngha, con-' 
tiaued in the canq)^ Some scouts, howefver, 
(who had discctvered wheri a large herd of; 
cattle were) coniing in, Trongha would go out 
himself to fetch them: Dean Crindo, indeed, 
advised him agaiftst it, but he would tko^- 
hearken to his counsel : So about an hundred 
of the Antemdroeans; with a like number of 
*hi8 own people, went with us ; for I detemkin^ 
ed to go, but (Providence (ksigned otherwisir)r 
I ,^as^tafcen with a violent pain in my. thigh : 
I went out widi them, however, for I was very- 
loth to stay behind him ; but nvy pain incf eas- 
ing, the dean would not permit me to proceed,- 
and I was forced to hop as it were backj for I 
could scarce walk^ and never saw this great 
good prince more; for^ in three days afters- 
three men brought the melancholy news of 
Dean Trongha's deaths as follows. 

About sun-rising j la man informed the ge- 
neral, that a party of about fifty of the enemy 
a^eared upon the plain, whereupon he march*- 
ed his little army out of the wood towaMs 
^ them, and soon saw their number increase ; 
he was resolved^ however, to attack them* 
[fefere he was guilty of a piece of ill conduct, 
forgetting that the Antemdroeans were good 
for little else but bush-fightings] When they 
came nearer^ they saw another party; and 
thmip-h soon after a third appeared, yet there 
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wa9iK)retFefttmg« SpmeoftlieAmarndsQeafts^ 
it is txue, raa away, and others ccnoealod 
tbsms^lves in the high g^paas, so that dMre. 
irere hut threescGi-e of hia owa Feraigaber 
t)edple stood widi him tfo oppose some hundn 
tsAM4 They maintained the fight,, hcrwe^sery* 
half the morning : the: general received tvra 
trcQtnda without failing, Imt at length a thicd. 
killed him. By this time there were not a^. 
hove twenty of his party left, and they re86*> 
lutdy forced their way through the enemy, of 
whic^ number were those who gay^ Uis dbiar 
account. The Anqsmdroea men, who skidked 
in th6 grass^ were most of tk&xk killed ; for 
tlie grans theire beiing very long, and v^ery dry 
SiX this time of the year, die enemy set fire to 
it^ and it ran Hke wildnfire, scocching the 
men who^ lay concealed und^r it, so that the^ 
wex^ obliged to rise^ and ipiost of them were 
Ofertaken and cut to pieces. 

The death of thi& grqat man was an inefe 
iMessible loss to the whole army, and by all 
Was aincerely lamentikL It was, indeed^ a 
mortifyii^ stroke to me ; and I was ]iicon^)-r 
lable^ not knowing what.calamities might b^ 
fal me in this country^ Rer Befaugher did 
not rettChl till ten .days a&er, at which time, 
though he brought a good prize of cattle and 
slaves^ yet his joy was all damped at once ^with 
the news. of his brother's decease, which was. 
so shocking to him, that he wsjs not cpnapoeed 
enough to talk of any affairs of the army till 

the 
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ijto neii dMf. TbLar lanfbrtttiiiiK iJDCtdelMr 
(iMi^od me to carry &tk tlie dbceit wijiii Mehrftr«» 
«oWy by assfuri^ liisa th»x I wdttld conMr 
j)rivately to him » socai as tiie ^rmy hrck» 
up ; bkit I WM vary untasy tdU I hid m i^ 
▼Qitrablt ofiportimity of commumeating .xii)r 
wimle project t6 Her Befiugher^ and of hfog't 
gkig h£2 pmtcccioay which he readily gramxds 
ti^hereapon k was agt^d, iiiat I ahoxild absEm 
my^^ two GOT thcaedi^s ba^eure thoir^ciparM 
tkm^ in order to Mind D&ak Mevarrow;^ ind 
jB^aker him thittk thit I taa away from the iW 
raignher people^ aiKl fltd t& his towii ^btfWe 
hmi; when^ in reality, I and my man cmly we«6 
by night to a place a^^pointed, ami at^ tUt 
Rer Bef^ugher aoad tb^ rest came to vs. 

The several parlies who went out for phin« 
der retntiied;. and $£tfisr the catde ^ere dm 
ttkied, which wore- SKnne thousandj^ besidfis 
alaves, the army decamped. The ^ Feraignfaer 
people did not see tb» Antemdroeana home^ as 
they did be&nre^ but took their leave here, and 
went directly to their t>wn conntry a mnch 
nearer way. I and my servant^ as was pnvadse^ 
ly agreed on with Rer Befangher, went away> 
ind met them^ accordii^ to appcdittinecei:,. to 
tile great ^rpri^e of all the people ; for there 
h^ been a dihgant inq\ury made adSter me, 
ew^ QOde imagining that I was hist r Rer Be« 
faa^c^ made such a clamour with Dean Me^ 
vaorrow and some others, that Dean Crixtdo 
gave him two slavea to p^udi^iiinv l^t a qpzr^ 

z2 rel 
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fel of dangerous con^quence shotdd have en^ 
sued One of the skves, who was a young 
<nan, Rer Befaugher made me a present of. I 
was somewhat surprised, not kiK>wing imme- 
dkteiy ^hat he mesuit by it; but tilting the 
WhJble story, and saying dbat both were by 
right mine, I was satisfied ; he called taj 
slave's name Sambo. It was near a month be^ 
fore we passed over the , river Oneghatoyhe^ 
spen^g our time gayly, m hunting, eatings 
and drinklngi making but very short marches. 
We did this out of a charitable design to feed 
cmf captives ; for we had niined their country 
to diat degree^ that, for many .months, they 
tad very little to subsist on, so that the popcM^ 
Wretches looked cKsmally thin* 

When irt came within one or two days jour- 
ney of Rer BefaugherX the cattle were cHvid- 
ed i and such as had two or more slaves, pre- 
sented one of them to their loM, in conformi- 
ty to the same law and custom, which is used 
in Antemdroea, as I have before related* This 
I thought a proper time to mention to* Rer 
befaugher what I was promised, as a |;ratility 
for carrying the elodge, and told him, the f«i- 
tigue aiid hkzard I underwent did very well 
deserve it. He said there Would have been no 
objectioh against it^ in casB Dean Tronght ^d 
lived ! however, he would go to Dean Mun-- 
drosser, and see what he said to it. Here* 
turned soon Ivith five cows^ and, some short 
time after that, a girl slave was smu me ; but 
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t» I \^ ainady a ma% who was as )amch as 
I wanted, I desired to have two cows instead 
of the girl j which request was readily com- 
plied with. My cattle I intrusted to the care 
of my man Sambo. 

When we arrived at Rer Befaugher's town, I 
l^t my cattle with my slave, and went to DeaA 
Trongha's town to visit his widows. There I 
{<pmd a melancholy scene: the eldest lady^ 
i^ould fain have persuaded me to live with 
hf^T ; but I told her I was not safe, unless I 
WftS. under th^ protection of some such great 
man as Rer Befaugher was ; but I would em-r 
brace every opportunity of coming to see her, 
and wo^d for ever testify the veneration I had 
for the memory of her dear beloved lord, as 
well as my gratitude to her for all foroier fa- 
vours. 

Upcm my return I met my man Sambo, who 
informed me, that, as he was going to build 
me an house, Rer Befaugher had provided one 
for me, and gave him likewise the necessary 
furniture for it. When I paid toy respects to 
&er Befaugher on that ficcount, I was mform-f 
ed of Dean Crindo's death, which (accordin|^ 
to the relataon of some who came from his 
country after us) was very sudden and unex«- 
pected. 

Dean Woozington, with what forces he 
could get together, kept always within a day's 
march of us, having spies for $yer out tP ol>- 
jserve all our motions every way, and whp 
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:w«rt gping atid returning alternately, to and 
pom his little army, widi inteiligenpp <rf whkt 
ithey observed, eo that he kneiv very welj 
When we part?ed from the Antjpmdroean peo^ : 
|:hey were still top strong for him^ 80 that h« 
liras obliged tp wait tome time loiiger for an 
opportunity of executing his revenge j and, ac^ 
|tordingly, followed them at a considerable dis-^ 
tance, till they arrived at Madamvwroj w^ref 
Dean Mumanzack, and hi* br^ren Mirret 
and Mussecoro parted from them, ki order tp 
go home ; and this was the crisis that he then 
'wanted : so waiting but one day more, tilj 
they Were at too great a distance to assist 
0acn other, he attacked Dean Grinds in Hie 
hight^ and killed him, with a great number of 
his people, atid put the rest tO flight, I^eai^ 
Mevarrow narrowly escaping ; and this he did 
so expeditiously and so Successfully, that hq 
had timp to withdraw into Merfaughla, wit^ 
most c}f the cattle which they had taken from 
jhim, -•-'••'■ 

peafi Mujidupbp, indeed, upjbn his fal4»r's 
decease, endeavoured to act ^s king, but had 
iieither courage enough to maintain his claim, 
nor was he so much beloved by the' people to 
f tand in competition with Deaii Muriianzack. 
He wanted some of tjhoise valuable qualities 
which his father Was possessed of ; for it must 
be acknowledged, that Crindo was undaunted 
in war, and had the spirit of authority at home,, 
which alone support^ his dignity, and made; 
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lum useful to Ms couixtry. Mumanzack i^td 
lu& tuiicie's magi^nimity in war^ and his m^^ 
JMCy at hos^, besides all the humane and so^ 
cial virtues j and wafe, in reality, a truly gf eat 
fiian ; so that M undumbo was obliged to fly 
into Antenosa till matl^erd were accodamodat^ 
od } and what became of either of theUi I never 
keard, for, not long afterwards, I was moved 
into another country, ^t a, farther distance 
£rom Attt^tidroea* 

Rer Befaugher ^itfercained me as handsome^^ 
ly as his brother had done. H^ had but one 
wi^, widi whom he had cohabited nine yeari 
withoiK any issue. This Was a great misfor- 
tune, e<^cially as she Was a very agreeable^ 
good natured Wom4n; and behaved herself 
aHer so endearing a manner, that he preferred 
her to all the women in the world : In short, 
bhe was universally respected, and extremely 
kind to me. As three of my cows gave a con^ 
aidCTable quantity of milk, and as tli^y furnish** 
ed me with carravances and Guinea-corn, I 
and my man Sambo lived well enough. Thi^ 
continued all the rain time; and though we 
planted and sowed, yet we never staid to 
to reap. For, 

News was brought by some people, who 
lived at a great distance, that De&n Woozing- 
ton was marching towards us with a numcNr 
rous army. Spies Were sent out to observe 
them. Who, at their return, told us that, acr 
icording to the best computation they coul4 
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inaJk:e, diere were about 3000 under arms^ toBfd 
within three fi^y$ march. Dean Mernarugli^ 
hearing this, g^ve m$ orders to send all obi; 
cattle, wiyea, and slaves to the riyer Ferwi^n 
her, which nm^ oa one side Dean M^maughgJi* 
town. I was so careful of the little $tock t 
had, that I attended them to th^ river, 4tt4 
went imm^aj:«iy to James's hQ^e(the son of 
JEfflep) where I mgt ^itlji Hempshire, his wif^ 
and daughter. Two days jdEter, lipon infoit; 
toation thaj: Woqzington had passfni Qnieg- 
jiajoyhe, we were .ordered fatth^r northward^ 
to Murnunibo, wheje, in fess th4ft three days^- 
we were alj^noed with ftesh if^vis of aa army 
of Saccalauvbi;s being just r?ady tp atuc)j:,|i«i. 
xvhereupoji' we w^re oblig^ ,^q retreat ioaioeT 
diately ; and A^pq^ington, as We were inform-^ 
*ed, not having penefrjited sp far a? the ri^s^^ 
Feraingher^ we inade ai) ^ttgmpt to go tb^yTQ 
again : but %hfi ^aQcalauyot arn^y wa^ so ne^ 
us, that we were " forced to fly for our live% 
^nd leave al} pur cattle behind us, and reLafe^ 
the best of our t^ay » the river. Those of c^ 
people whp had any ztjoofi^ njkde a runjung fight 
of it, ia order to ■ save the Women and fihil4t 
ren ; though we reached the river, yjp|;th«y 
were in sight of us by t|us tipae, ; 4* for^ 
Hempshire's wi% she ran away from hisfi, sc( 
out of compassion, I took him by th0 ^andf 
and hurried him . into the very .same jcan^ 
thicket where I fled at the death of Eg^ts^e, 
^We had not long seated ourselves jther^, ber. 
' . ' fore 
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fy§^ we heard soitne women and 'diildren 
shriek oot^ who were taken prisoners, at a very 
^tb^l distance from ns, in the same tfiicket, 
which put us into the utmost consternation : 
for we cpuld expect notiring but instant death. 
We had nqt b^n long under these frightful 
apprehensions l^ore I espied the enemy. 
Bppn which we got up to run, Imt knew not 
idbtether; one of them, however, fired, and 
9kbt {K)or Hemi^hire in at the back, of which 
wlDfiind he died upon the spot. C was more 
liimble, $nd got out of his reach ; but, just at 
the entrance of the thicket, I met another^ who 
jtui directly at me : he too^ a lance, in order 
to throw at me, but I called o\;t to him to 
save my life, and told him I would go with 
him. As he saw I had ho weapons (for I had 
peitfa^r lance nor g\m) he bid me come for-* 
ward, so I went and licked his f«t according 
to custorii, and owned myself his sfcive: 
^hereupon he told me, that he would spare 
jny life^ since I was a white man^ and was un* 
^yrMed; . 

. He carried me yntk him into the body of 
^e army, and the news .was soon spread 
fibroad, that a white man was taken prisoner j 
insomuch, that the general heard of it, and 
thereupdn my donqi^ror and 1 were both sent 
for. Upon my kneeling, and licking his feet, 
he asked. If there was any body about him 
whofjiould either spe^k English or Dutch ? but 
te Was surprised to hear me ad<kess him in 
'^^ "-^ ^ his 
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hk own language. He a$ked me abxtt^moe 
of questions wids regard to the 8tt^engtli of 
Dean Memat^;ha, the number of Im people, 
and a tiiousand other things of the like na^ 
ture ; all which I avcdded^ answering, as art- 
fully as I couldy for Rer Befai^l^r's saka 
However, after the examination was over, he 
gave tl^ p^son who took me, another shn^ in 
exchange ; at which I was 8oxiMw:hat better 
pleased than be£9re, for it was a miserable 
tiling indeeil, to be the slave of a slaves My 
new master ordered me to follow him, whiph 
I did whilst they marched, though that wa^ 
iK)t long; for soon alter, they encamped on 
the banks of the river. This was the best 
and fbiest camp I had ever seen in this coun- 
try; for all the tents were very goodj As 
soon as the general's tent was erecoed, he de- 
sired me to sit down, and inform him by 
what accident I came upon the island ; and 
how it came to pass, that, as I was a white 
man, I spoke their language with sq i]litKh 
freedonif. I gratified him^ with a long deeail 
of my whok history, to which he listened with 
great attention ; and we had abui^ance of dxs-«- 
course concetning my sui^ising adventure. 
After he saw that I h^ supped, (for I did not 
eat with him) he gave one of his head officers 
strict charge to see that I want^ far nothing ; 
and wh^i one of his people advised him to set 
a guard over me, he said, there was :no clanger 
of my runnilig away ; for- as white men have 

no 
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clu^n, «cid tl^ will dt^y wkk thos^ longest^ 
whO/ entisrtaifi, And feed tfaem best ; and h« 
was well assured, diat the people of Fetaingher, 
at tkat timiB, were in no capacity to oblige me. 
And ids notion was very just, for so heartily 
did I feed this evening, having eat no beef for 
a l/mg time b^ore, that I Was very sick* And 
wheti I came to reflect, that ships came to this 
odunory, and the poor state of St Augustine 
Bay rendered it very improbaUfe that they 
should come to trade -there^ I found that, by 
this providence, I had Aiore hopes of getting 
sooner to Engku^l here^ than ^ any other place 
I had ever yet been at : and the general was 
tight in his notion, for I had no business to 
iiy or desert; since I could nw mend myself. 
Having free liberty to go where I pleased, my 
curiosity led me to see if I knew any of the 
captives ; and, upon examination, I met with 
Hempshire's widow and daughter, Toby, and 
Robin, and Sambo, my own man ; I shook him 
by the hand, and told him, I was a slave now 
as well as he. He said, I am sorty for H ; for 
i had much rather have served you than any 
one else ; and sure I am, I shall iieVer live so 
well again. 

When the gtrieral had fully gratified his 
curiosity, in inquiring after my affairs, I had 
likewise as strong an inclination to know who 
was my master, and was informed, that he 
was dignified by the names of Rer Towler- 

pherangha^ 
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fhsnaai^n^ aiui Rer Vofe. It b a custom 
bwe, for persons of dtstiiictioii to ha^^t^o 
lumes ; and^ as the last k most in ute, I diall 
hereafter distinguish him by ttett only. He 
was grandson to Rer Trisumonmigarevo^ ^IsM^ 
of 3accalaiLivQr ; thoc^ called Yong-Owl by 
the £urope2ui$9 and Morandayo^ from a river 
of that name. Rer Vove intrusted me to the 
care of <me Guy, who wa? a jcpusid^rable man, 
and a relation (though at some d^tance) of 
the Jdi^'s. WVll tl^ great funilies in this cqvu- 
try have a genial naqae of distinction, which 
tl^j valu^ themsely^ upooi, as most of our 
]&urop^n g^itlemen do oa their coat of arms* 
We continued here two days, in hQpQ9 *hat 
Dean WoQzington wouM in that tioie h^vc 
penetrated thrpugh the copintry on thjU: side* 
and have join^ ua ; but w^ wer^ ipforao^ 
that Rer Befaugfier, by his good ponduct, 
had blocked up some pas^ges, and ^o ^^H 
defended others, thi^t he was glad to 'yvi!Ji4l*^ 
witliout effecting gny thing tp thp pi}rpd$M^ 
On this n^ws our general retir^ to Murnumr 
l>o, pleasing himself with hope?, that Dean 
Mernaugha would be Ibolifh^ ';^id hot enough 
to follow and fight him, Memaugha, howev^ 
wisely chose to sit down for once contented 
with his present los^, rather than hazard all for 
for the gratification of his revenge; which 
might be more justly deemed foolisli pride and 
j>as6ion, than real valour. Rer Vove perceiv- 
ing that no more could be done, when he had 

continued 
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(Rmtinued here abow seven or eight days, (^ 
^ parue&cmiered o«it were r^^nmed) marclied* 
homeward; and insoad of putting a guard 
over me^ as he did over others, g^ve me a blmiA 
ded)ussy and made me guardism getusrai owt 
several of my late country-folks, giving me 
ftUl ccmuliission to shoot the first whotshouhl 
iKtempt to ran away. 

I had several under my care, but more psr- 
tdeularly Htmpshire's widow, and thrae <^her 
Women, who, ^ I attended th^n^ine evening 
intx> a private recess in a wood, told me% wa» 
a great monificatidii'to dEiem, to be guftidedi>y 
one who so lately fought for, and dieftndoo 
them; telling me, moreover, that it- was no 
great difficulty for them^ to find means of mak» 
ing their escape, in case i was butf willing; 
You are right, (saM I) audit is your ibterest, 
as you have families ; besides, you may pos^-* 
bly be sold to some ships, which was what i 
h6»tUy wished for, as my interest was con- 
trary to. theirs. I. told them, moreover, diat i 
would nevfer have gone from Feraingher, if i 
had not been forced away ; but^ since die good 
providence of God had thought fit thus to disn 
pose of me, I would nor oppose the Divine 
will, hpr act inconsistent with my own te^smi; 
for I was wdi assured of better fnrovisioii here 
than in Feraignher, in its preset unhappy 
state, especially as I. had lost alithe catde I 
had, though my stock, indeed^^was' but smalL 
I assured them, howorer, ^fhat I wMddr nev^ 

' mention 
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mt iidMm "vfiiat: the^r had pKipQMd> idikiillw^ 
• (bdii^ unikr fittrinl i^iprdkeiistfmfi) begged 
dut I womld never disclosetfae secfefe;. nettle 
4ti I) but looked a littte mora circiunspectiy 
•iter tkem dian I did before 

Thcmgh our nurchfi& were bttt short, yee we 
feoos: urriired at tka confines of SacoalaiiTor^ 
where there were no inhahk^ita. It is a det^ 
h^axiaL cowMtry, xbA I saw a great T^iet)r of 
nonkies, baboons, virjesa, and wild swine^ 
Hc^ irk i^ramdance,. but very few or none of 
Hattof's cattle. 

About three days aftermaidiS, we fiassed by 
dtTers toi^na whftdi bekmged to Rer Mlmebo^ 
hunboi alias Moiang Asidio ^ it being the self 
same c^imtry which Rer Vovvem, late Kifltg 
of F^ratgnher, procttred for him by treaty of 
Itts tmcle Rer Trimmonomgarevo^ lathetowntt 
and meadows there were abxmdanca of homp^ 
ed catde, and such as were muck larger thaa 
any I had ever seen in the island before ; btit 
was informed these were kept near home for 
prirate use; that the fnince and lords took 
care to have thair principal stock of cattb a 
great way further to the northward, and in 
siKh numbers, that they could not tall how 
many they had ; of tlw truth of which, I was 
soon afterwards very fully convinced. Dur 
forces now dwindled away apace, since num^ 
bm^ went daily home^ as they came near to 
the several towns to which they bdlonged, 
without taking any formal les^ve of the gene-* 

ral. 
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Zftly smce tfaay had Bopay to^ttktt "smrmxftm 
dsoLhod ; f(^ every ooe being conadoiM w , 
himself^ that it is his isterest to jcmx with hig 
neighbours in prev^^ing an enemy from cook 
mitting plund^; no one ever mnroMHi^ $m 
their gei^rale for leading them forth to war, it 
lytimg their own cause, and mx, the g^aeral'e, 
in which they engage : For^ if they found their 
l^ocds proved in^ierious and tycennical, th^ 
^trould r^use to go with them, siooe they could' 
easily resp^^ve and live under oth^ a.* They 
fight for their own security and ease, and when 
t£ey get any plunder ^m their enemies, tlwy 
thmk themsehea sufficiently rewarded. 

Moherbo ia the principal tQwn, or rather 
ciiy, ratfid r^yal resi^snc^ g£ the king, who is 
our general's grandfather, to whom, aa in duty 
bouod, he psud a visit before he went home. 
Whefi we arrived within a mile or two^ three 
messengers w^e dispatched for form's sake^to 
give him notice of our approach, and to learn 
his royal pleasure ; who made answer, that if 
Rer Vove shoujki come, he was very ready to 
Kceive him. Hereupon he put his people in 
order^ and appointed fifty, men to stand in the 
front, and discharge their guns, and then fifty 
more to relieve them ; the shells all the time 
sowing. When we came within ^ight of the 
king, who. WM sitting wifh has oourtiera and 
peopk round about hun^ we heai:d their shells^ 
sound, and drums beat ; diis thenr congratula- 
tory mueic wi^s but :a dvtL empty; wund, io^ 

some 
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some xntafiure, indeed, Hke t&eif coontry bihsf 
^ whidb are made of a light tfee, iioUow^ veiy * 
thin, and covered wit£ a calFs dbdii, ttect is' 
dressed much like our parchment ; both ends 
are beat at once, one witix a sticky aad' the other 
wiA the hand 

This king liyes in a more, splendid manner,- 
and has a gayer retinae than I had ever seen 
before. He has twenty oar thirty several houses,' 
or rather a large court enclosed with palUsadoes^ 
in the townj but as it wiLs'not large enough - 
for the reception of so many people^ he. sat, onr 
this occasion, without the town* Oue first €fr 
ty men advanced like.morris-dancere, and firedr 
their guns very regularly^ one after another ; 
and upon their retreat, the other 6fyy .advanced*. 
After this the general stepped forwards, andr^ 
bending one knee, licked the king's* Several 
principal men bowed likewise their knees, but 
licked his feet. This ceremony over, a mat 
was spread at about four yards distance, and. 
the general, with three or four of th^ chieftains,' 
sat down, and Guy was amongst them. As 
for my part, I stood behind m?y master with 
my blxmderbuss.: 

This prince, Rer Trimmonoi^^evo, made 
(as I thought) a very odd and formidable figure? 
whether it was because I had heard many sto- 
ries of some of his rash and barbarous proceed* 
ings, which had .prejudiced mk againsrt him > 
His dress was very singular, and such as I had 
never seen before^ his hair. was plidted in 

ringlets. 
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mglets, begbming at the crown of tlfe head, 
thai au>tiiei: range of knots was bigger than 
the former, and so downwards, every low-* 
er circle was larger than the upper j on se-^ 
veral of these knots of hair, hung a large 
quantity of fine beads ; some part of his fore-^ 
head-piece of beads, hung almost over his 
nose, among these were several gold cmes ; he 
had a very fine gokl necklace about his neck j 
over his shoulders hung two strings of beads^ 
and several of them gold, in muck the same 
manner as our aldermen of London's chains j 
en efach wrist, about six manelers of silver^ 
seoxung large ^^ugh to weigh near three dolw 
lars apiece, and four rings of gold on his 
fingers; near twenty ^strings of beads, close' 
set, were twisted nmnd his legs ; a silk laraber 
hung over his shoulders, loose like a mantde, 
and another, as usual, twisted round his waists* 
He was an old fnince, not less, by what I Qovld 
iinderstaiKl, thaa^ fourscore years of age^ dt 
least, yet of a robust and healthy constitution ; 
his colour was t^ahm' tawny, like an Indian^ 
than perfectly black ; his eyes fierce, and his 
whole appearance foriAidable, or the singulari- 
ty of his dress and character, made me iTasL-^ 
gine so ; he soon: took notice of me, and asked 
Rer Vove, if I was the white man he had ta- 
ken prisoner, and what was my name ? He 
called to me, Robin mehove a toee, which is, 
come hithen I then laid ray blunderbuss 
4own, and ajqproached hinaj. with my hands 

2 a lifted 
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txSted iip5 and cloied before me. As jidGU ^ 
I got to him^ I fell <^ my fan^s, and Ucked 
first oiM of ^s ftetf and then the other^ as tjicr 
common pec^le did, bdFore me. He ordered) 
me to ait by him* but not on hia own mat rm^ 
tiien He ask^ several questions in relatlcM 
to my first coming on tMa island ; zod infQrm<f< 
^ me, that he had a white man of his own, hat 
he is an Englishman^ said he^ and whether yott 
<an speak tkit language or aot^ I cannot sa^r^^ 
I told himy I was an Englishman mysel£ I 
]^f^;an to cheer up^ and have ahttle xxkon couxv 
2^ upon this agreeable news^and was surprise 
•d th^ my master h^d not mentioned idua dr^ 
cumstance before. I asked the king^ how Idng^ 
his white man had beep wkh him, and wha& 
his name was ^ Si:iL or se^tn yi^urs^ ssad he ; 
his name is Will. Upon this^ he t>rdered a 
man to call him immediately, who lurou|^t 
iftotdf that Wilt was gone out of town^ aaad 
wotild not be back ill less than three or four 
days^ i so fincting the king enter upon some 
new discourse with the general, I withdrew to 
my former post- 
Soon a&er, we went to a hcmse which waj» 
ordered for our reception^ where I was dis-* 
charged frcmi guardiii^ his slaves ; for he dkl 
that (as he told me ^terwards) only to try 
my fidelity,! since he knew very well, if I hadL 
not been hcmest, they would have all got away, 
but as he was convinced I did him justice, he 
had a post of much greater importance to in- 
trust 
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motoea, tke king^s principal wiff , and the 
grandmotfaer of Rer Yove, my master: ahe 
was the largest Woman I had irer Men in all tAy 
life ( ^hen dhe sat, her br^sts hung down to 
her hjj^ she walked but Uttlei beic^ generally 
carried on a Mnd of bier, on men^e &honlders«r 
She had a numerous reiinut^ besidee slares, Who 
brought £Drur talabashes of tcoJ^ two of honey^ 
and two of sugar-<ane6^ td|^rther with six 
baskets of rite i the king sent ten beeVes^ fbuf 
of which Were rery lai^ fat oxeAr As soon 
as Ry»Ghemoto6a was gone^ we sat down to 
drinking the honey toak^ till Rer Vove was 
perfectly intoxicated, and fell asleep ; at which 
time, tkree slaves came from Ins gr imdmothexV 
laden with Resents, one with a fat capon 
boiled, (for they make capons here), another 
with a pot of dried rice, and the third with a 
basketi a wooden dish, and a spoon^ This was 
the best supper I had seai of the natives dress^ 
ing, and I had my share of it ; but for all this 
good cheer, I could not forbear thinldng of 
this Will, the Englishman, and was very much 
concerned that we could not stay till he came 
nome* 

The nett day, we marched homewardsi and 
though it was two days journey, yet we hasted 
to come in as early as we could the second day, 
because of the great triumph we were then to 
make ; the solemnity cfE which was much the 

A a S same 
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saoie as LKave desczibed in jothef plac^, auil? 
consisted in their wives licking their feet, &c, 

Rer Vpve's house was near eight yards long, 
and about six broad, built of boards, as all the 
great men's houses are in Saccalauvor, not- 
withstanding, they have no saws ; with a great 
deal of labour, however, they hew out boards 
very even with their hatchets. The language 
is much the same with that in other countries, 
except as English in Yorkshire, or the west of 
England, where each place has a particular 
dialect, and some small diflference in its pro-^ 
nunciation. 

My post here was a grand one, for I was 
constituted captain of my master's guards: 
There were pallisadoes all round his house, and 
at the portal or gateway, was k little house for 
several young men of an higher degree, to lie 
in, who were his guard, and over whom, (as I 
said .before), I was appointed chief; but this 
did not last above a month, at which time, he 
thought proper to go ^ shooting wild fowl, 
and took no one but me with him j in our 
private conversation, he told me how vicious 
tlje^^people of Saccalauvor were grown within 
few. years, as their country grew rich, and that 
young men living so high, and drinking such 
latge quantities of toak, induced them frequent- 
ly to lie with other men's wives, by which 
means, murders, and several qther misfortunes, 
have ensued.. As for my part, (said he), I 
have no reason, indeed, to suspect my wife 

Ry-Kaley ; 
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R^-Kaley ; however, to prevent all jealous 
thoughts for the future, I will intrust her to 
your care, and desire that she may never be 
absent from your charge by night or day, on 
any pretence, how plausible soever, imless she- 
be with me. I am very well satisfied she 
will not take this amiss, and you have no oc- 
casion to regard any one else. I returned him 
liianks for the favourable opinion he had of 
my integrity, and assured Inm, I would take 
the same care I had done hitherto, in the due 
discharge of my duty to him, in all things^ 
wherein he thought proper to command me i 
but I was afraid, lest some of his trusty old 
servants should envy me my post, and insinu- 
ate to him things prejudicial to his honour, 
and my care. Upon that account, (said he), 
you havp no cause for fear, since it is always 
expected here, that marks of favour and dis- 
tinction be shewn to white men, Wheji wp 
came home, he broke his mind to her, with 
much such another apology as he did to me; 
She prevented him, however, from asking her 
consent, apprehending, in a moment, what he 
aimed at ; so saying, I desire nothing more, 
than that you will take all the measures you 
think proper, in order to retain the same opi- 
nion of me you always had, and in case Robin 
is to be my guardian, I will submit with plea- 
sure to his directions. And from henceforth, 
Robin, (said she), I will never be out of your 
^ight, but when I am with Rer Vove himself : 
^ 2 A 3 an4 
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and ^s I tfla now jxnder ycmr jaiisdiction, be 
sure you discharge y ovr trust as you ought, 
and do not imagine that you can displease me 
by the strictest observance of your orders. On 
the other hand^ I propose abundance of plea- 
sure in your conversation, by telling me stories 
of your uncommon adventures ; indeed, she 

Save me good grounds tci thipk she vras not 
ispleased v^ith me. It was my business to 
attend her on all occasiwit^BHSOinetimes, in- 
deed, her women slaves w^ere with her, but we 
were oftener by ourselves, and that too, through 
ber pvm cpntrivahce ; and whether my mjister 
bad, in reajity, so great an opinion of her cha&r 
^ty, as he pretended, I cannot determine, but 
J found her to be a very gay wanton lady, and 
vas f6rce4 to ejcert all the art I was xnaster c£^ 
in ordei* to ke^p her out of other cwnpariy, as 
^ell as to preserve my own innocence ; how- 
ever, as my life lay at stake, I was resolved to 
be true to my trust. It was full tiiree quar? 
ters of a year before I got rid of this trouble- 
some office j during which time, my nu$ter 
took a fancy %o anodier woman, who had late-r 
}y been divorced from a cousin of his, and 
made her, (if we may call her so), his super- 
numerary wife. Jle was e:!ftremely fond of 
her at first, but soon quarrelled with her, \tsed 
her ill, turned her, in short, quite oflP, and re^ 
turned, with as much indulgence as ever, to 
piy charge, Ry-Kaley, again. 

J^t long after tl^s, R^f Ygve proposed to 

take 
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fal^e a totir ta tiue northward for Jbis pleaisiire^ 
and to take |t sxix^^y of his catde ; so ordering 
his ftHnitiire to bff removed to his he^d siaye's 
till hit rftum^ ^ur hoi^ise was locked vp^ 
and aw;^y we ni^cl^d : wi? w^e a large cpm^- 
pany of ns, Ry-i^aley his wife, his friend 
Cnj^ with several othier attendants, besideis 
slaves* JLt had rained very hard fgr some tioxe 
^i>6fQre we set out, so CQti^jipg to a s^aU riypt, 
"which was considerately swelled with the 
lloods, ^e people mfde ahalt, npit caring to 
pnsh forwards with t??o rn^ich precipitaupn, 
lest sotigie alligators nnght have have f:o^e up 
into th|^ marshes, as iscvstqm^^ ^x)4 returii 
iagain to their dd haunts upon me fall of thp 
i«ratters. As the riyier was shallow enough to 
wade thrpugb, Iwas so fool-hardy, as, outtof 
$^ bravado, to lead the way. Two ^^^e dog$, 
$hat were my maker's lavoiirites, went iijto 
the WAWr along witl^ me, hut kept close tp m^ 
heels, one on each side of me j for the dogs 
jire verv apprehensive qf ^gators. , | was up 
to my oelly ijj the water, or thereabouts, when 
an alligator, all Qn ^ sudden, gave such ^ 
sprang fit the dog on my left side, that the 
monster'? nose struck jne down^. The aljir 
gator, dog, and I vamshing^ as it were^ at 
once, our people ^pok it £qic granted I ha4 been 
carried offj but rising at a sm^all distance, 
and finding myself not hurt, I went directly 
over, upon whicli they all fplkrwed me : for 
if a noise be loade by a great number pf people, 

A ^4 9X1 
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an alligftt€fr will smk like a^tone to the botr 
torn, and lie without the least motion; and 
though you tread on him, hs will not stir an 
inch* As we, took our journey for f^sure 
only, we had no occasion to fatigue ourselves, 
so we marched but slowly. In a few hours 
we arrived on the banks of a very large river 
called Mernee. Here we came to a town in^- 
habited by a people pf a different species as it 
were from the rest o^ maiikind, and of a lan^- 
guage peculiar to tlsMnselves^ though they can 
speak the general language if they please. 
Their customs, toQ$ and manners^ beyig as 
different as their ^itersons, pf which I shall 
give a particular detail, according as I wbm 
further informed soon after. 

Rer Vove gave orders that one of the houses 
of these Virzimbers (which is the name they 
are generally known by) shoidd be made clean 
for him, and all the old furniture to 1^ re- 
ijcioved ; and as for us^ who were of his reti- 
nue, we might shift as well as we qpuld^ 
.There are very few Saccalauvors care to He in 
any of their houses, for fear of an insect like 
a cow-tick, called poropongee, which is fre- 
quently found upon cattle ; and this insect is 
found nowhere else. But these people breed 
them on purpose, to make their hpuses shxumedt 
by the Saccalauvors : for the Virzimbers, till 
very lately, were under no government, and 
often changing their habitations, so that upon 
jtheir first settlement here, the natives used to 

^ comQ 
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tome into tl^ir 1k)u«^, nEd tafe^ away ^hafy- 
jever they saw cofltveai^pit, imposing nn)^ 
shamefully upon them, till the king (ujider 
whose protection they are at present) redress^ 
their grievances jipon hearing their complaints. 
These poroppngees will make those who are 
bit by them sick, sometimes for six weeks or 
two months together, sticking close to the 
-^kin, or penetrating into it, Jtbr. a long^ time ; but 
when a i^an has been once tormented by thent, 
and has overcome the, sickness, Jie never has 
it again, though he lies among ever so many 
of th€pi : or, at least, like persons who have 
Jxad the small-pox, they n^eyer fear a return of 
.their distemper. These Virzimbers are very 
snbject likewise to what .they call colah, which 
is a kind of the yaws '; a disease which has 
.been described before : it is so frequent, how- 
ever, here, that a third part of the people of a 
town are scjsnetimes spotted like lepers^ with 
dry scabs. We continued liere but one night, 
and passed over this large river in canoes the 
next morning. 

About half a day's marghfrom hence lives 
Rer Moume, King Trimmonongareyp's eldest 
3on, and uncle to Rer Vpve, to whpm we went 
to pay a visit. Messengers, for form-sake, were 
sent before ; an agreeable answer being received, 
we approached the town, and found hinpi sitting, 
for the . shade-sake, in great state, \mder a ta- 
marind tree, as it was excessive hot. He is a 
I'iMry great prince, and extrefliely well beloved : 

there 
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^tutn wercr turahre wivtu^ and a great man^ 
^pcfa«* people tbm wi^ hi^v When |ler Vcfve, 
occoElpaii^ by bis wtfe Ry^Kaley, came to 
luxD^ tbev ]i3ttel64 atid U<;ked his k^iee ; after 
^bich) sm so(» withdrew among th# wv^men^ 
fcut be s»t down on a mat near his nncle ; all 
^s aoi^^ in ^meral, exc^ one who was (>lind, 
^ame to him and lidoed l>is shoulder, for they 
had not seen him since his return from his ex- 
tptditioii at Feraignber. The toak went ahont 
pltmifidly, and spme was given i^ our princir 
fzl people, an^ng whom I was constandy 
with Guy, who had a particuhur r^ard fear me. 
My masMT, however, being nQ$ a little jproud 
of \aB white man, called to me^ in bro^cen £c^* 
lislv for he had just enough to say, come hi-* 
ther, or^ how do jrm do ? When Rer bourne 
saw me, were it not for lus hair and eyes, 
(said he), I should scarce have knqwn him to 
be white^ his ^Idn is so scorched with the stm^ 
that it is as swarthy abnost as my own } Ry- 
Anzacl^er there, is ss white as he, A^d, to 
confess the tnjth, thiere was no great ^^rence 
in our comptexkxu This was Ms sec<^ y^^ii 
and sister to Pean Tp^eofiu, King of Munnon? 
garo alias Massele^g^ Rer Moume ws^ <^ a 
copper colour, rai^^ th^n a blaf:k ; though he 
had no^ visible distemper upon him, yet he 
had lost the use of his limbs, and though he 
iiad no swellii^ in his legs, or sores about him^ 
and looked well to air outward app^rance, yet 
he cp)jl4 twt st9tid uf)right; thi? misfortunewasf 
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supposed to be broug^ upon him b^ pmson^ 
which was given him by one -of hia wives^ wiA 
9, treacherous intent to kill him, she h^Ting 
been a captive, and the consort of a neighbour* 
ing prince, who opposed him, and was killed 
in battle. He sits on a square seat or throne, 
made on purpose f^r him, but so low, that he 
ran rest his leg^ on the ground, if he thinks fit. 

Perc^ving I could speak dafir language, he 
was extremely delighted with n^, for he vi^s 
^ good n^t^pred coimeous man, which I have 
Just reason to acknowledge, for by his com- 
passion I was redeemed £rom the hardships of 
slayery, during my continuance here, and at 
last dismissed, in a friendly and gentle manner, 
jMid by his meaijs sent home to England^ The 
whole discourse now turned on me and my 
surprising adventures, the women too, bwe a 
part in the conversatidn, and' expressed their 
pity, saying, they should be glad to have me 
axnong them, and should tl^nk they could 
never do enough for me, if I would oblige 
them with the agreeable stories of my travels. 
But this happy time was not yet come, I wa« 
to undergo a few more fatigues first, though 
my state of slavery dic^ not continue long^ 

My master, Rer Vove, was a gay young man, 
who pursued his pleasures, and was guilty or 
some vices ; like many of our young nobkr 
men in Europe, was always in action, ftoll of 
fire, and as his constitution was very warm 
ai^d §^^nguine, he would be guilty <rf too many 
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of the follies which youth are prone to. As tq^. 
his stature, he was very tall, for, in an army or 
crowd, he might be distinguished at a distance, 
being a head taller, at least, than most of the 
people ; however, he was exactly proportioned, 
and well shaped, his legs and arms were finely 
tapered. I was obliged, sometimes, to assist 
him in his love adventures, of which a pretty 
^ remarkable, as well dangerous one, was on this 
journey, as follows : 

No sooner had he parted from his uncle, but; 
l^ determined to visit his cousin, Rer Cher- 
inunghoher ; but coming near his town, and 
being informed that he was gone from home, 
as far as Mohe|"bo, a thought came into his 
heaH, to send his wife one way, whilst he took 
another, under a pretence of business, and to 
meet about four days after ; advising her, at 
the same time, to go through some towns of 
the Virzimbers, who always make one present 
or another to those of the family, according as 
.their abilities will permit. His attendants, or 
the greatest part of them, were ordered to acr 
company his wife ; and as for me, who she 
expected to have been left her guardian, he bid 
me follow him. When we were at a sufficient 
distance from the people, he told me he had a 
secret co communicate to me of no small im- 
portance, and desired likewise my assistance in 
a particular afiair, which he proposed to put 
in execution. You know my fidelity, (said I), 
and are sensible, that I would scruple nothing 
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but die commission of murdOT, tx) serve joxu 
It is nothing of that lutore, I assure you (said 
he) ; but the consequence may prove fatal, if 
you do not act with discretion: Rer Ghe<- 
mupghoher, in short, has married one who 
was my consort before Ry-Kaley; and <m a 
quarrel, I put her away a little too rashly, and 
my kinsman also married her in too much 
hurry, or we should probably kave agreed again. 
The woman I still have an a£^ction for, and as 
her husband happens to be abroad, I have some 
thoughts of your prociuing me an interview 
with her; There is a maurominter (that is to 
say, a black man of any other coimtry) who 
can speak English j you shall pay him a visit, 
by which means you may come to the speteh 
of her. I was fond ci this opportunity to see 
this English maurominter ; and for that rea-^ 
son I readily agreed to his proposal ; and hav- 
ing my full instruction, and a man for my 
guide, I left my master at a small village, 
about two hours walk from Rer Chemung- 
hoher's town, and proceeded immediately on 
my errand. 

Lewis (for that was his name) received and 
entertained me in an handsome manner : He 
was bom (he said) in Jamaica, followed the 
sea, and being taken by pirates was set on shwe 
at St Augustine Bay, where he lived some 
time ; but the troubles of that country coming 
on, he, as well as. many of the natives, came 
away, not only for their ^ectuity, butibr more 

plentiful 



Digitized by 



Googk 



^titti&LHTiiig: So that between &l^ 2:^MC^xi£ 
j^raigniier mod England, we had 8ubject*mat^- 
ter of discourse loxciugk for along time 2 Hid. 
wife going out, I took the opponuuty of ask^ 
ing hun, if he could possibly introduce me ta 
iimt lord's wi£e? He knowing the storfi 
glassed at my intoxtion, though I told him no 
Quire than what was r^uistte for my purpose v 
He went accmdingly to haf| and she sent word 
she would come ; whidi she did socm, with ond 
nudd cmly to ad^nd her* It was a good ex^ 
cuse enough fw her to say^ her curiosity led 
her to see a white nuut. Lewis and his wife 
withdrawing, and she : saying, I might freely 
i^>eak before hcfr maid^ whom she could trusK 
with Jier lifd^ I iooa delivered my nve^sage, 
and told her how di&cctttsolate &er Yove waS| 
ever »nce he £ame near the town : I found 
her, in diort, as eager for the interview as him-» 
self; and she appointed that very night, in a 
Wood, at a convenient distance. As ^oon ad 
she returned home, she sent her maid with 
some toak to me, which when Lewis and I had 
drank up^ I went ^ with the good news to my 
master^ And ad it proved a fine moon>^light 
night, we soon came to th€i place asdgnedj 
thou^ by going over a tiver, and through %. 
plantation, where there were dogs, and they 
barking, the owner had like to have discovered 
us; for the wild hogs often making great 
havock in the night, they are very attentive if 
their dogs do but sti7# 
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flelc Jbimicrthrnroodi indtvtnt to L^U^ 
^MT wiusn she waked: He coaduceed hm 
fihrcotgh a breKh made in d^e pailmde^ fot 
the gaiae was ahraysr guarded^ and I conduct^ 
her to her gallant. Her maid accompam^ 
her with a capou^ some rioe^ and a calalnish of 
toak. They embraced each other with all the 
passion imaginable} xixB maid^ indeed^ was 
£(ir serving up the smplper, but they had afiaif 
of greater numient to taBc of first ; which w« 
plainly perceiving withdrew, and diverted ooim 
selves for some time as well as we could^ hM 
about two hours we heard him wlnstle^ whkh * 
was the signal for our coming, when we sxxp* 
ped all togedier : Our belliea being fiiH, Lewis 
and I roved abou^ at a disaamce^ and left; dieitt 
again till it was day<«bieaL Now^ Rofas% says 
he^ we must do as the wild boars doy get at a 
distance from the place where th6y hove beenr 
dcong their mischief: So crossing the river 
again, we walk»i about till noon, whcte a inan 
was to come, and bring ua some provisions^ 
As I was looking out sluurp^ and listening iot 
the token, which was a virhisde ; I a{:^m)ach€Ki 
Inm, but the fellow being siHy, and knowii^ 
nothing of a white man, threw daownthe meat, 
axKl a whole calabash of to^, and took to his 
heels4 As soon as he got home, be told Ina 
mistress that he saw a white spsrit, and it ran 
after him for the meat, whici^ he was forced 
to leave behind him. This gave us some di-> 
version the next night, when she casne again. 
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A capon, rice;- and txmk^ were brought tliis 
eTening likewise $ andl could not forb^ rally^ 
Sag my master, <Hi having patia^e enough ncmr 
to sup^ and regale himself widi toak, as sooikai^ 
it came« When we had drank plentifully^ 
diey bid us go, and watch at a distance, sxii^ 
imd out 8ome amusemem or other to pas9 
away the night. And, indeed, had we not made 
ousel ves merry, and been as agreeable: to ona 
another as such an occasion required, the nigla? 
would have seemed very long and tedious. We 
flept a little towards day^break, and when I 
went to them, they were not up ; however^ 
they w)on arose, and took dieir leave too, by 
rubbing their noses together, and drawing 
their breath like persons who take sxmff. A£t&. 
this, they parted well sadsfi^ for the prei^int^ 
It was now broad day-light, so that when 
we att^npted to go over the plantaticm, . the 
same way as we came, the people w^re up> 
And as we were both remarkable persons, het 
by his height, and I by my colour ; the very 
seeing vifi at a distance would have been enough 
to betray the whole secret : We had no way^ 
tha:^fore, to take, but through a thicket of 
thorny wood : I went first upon my* knees^ 
apd beat them down with a stick, and my anas-^ 
ter followed. Though our shoulders bled im 
many places, which we did not regard at firsts 
through eagerness, and when wedid,itTva» 
to little purpose, for it would have been as 
bad to have retreated. So, in shor^we went 
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t&fttdgh ; but on cnir amVal osi ikd cA^^^[t 
•f idbd: mreor, we qfcood still ta loida qn one ana* 
tiitr, Juid p^cebriixg luyv# miserably oar ktid^ 
twte scratduKl and cori% ivie c^i^d not refiraai 
frdrtk laugbiter, thoi^gh we wemr fidvereiy moi^ 
ti&e(i We i^U endmroured ta find out ipm 
^MM waye, being^ ais mwdi ashamed novr^ aA 
iw were afraid before, <d being aeeiu As soon 
a;e Guy saw us, be coukt not forbear smilingi 
fter Vove tdtd bim we had be«x bunskig a 
mid boar^ wad by purauing hinx toaexgaAf 
iota the thicdcets, we got scraulied in this pite^ 
cms maimer* It is much more probable (said 
Ckty) a wild woman ^ ami the right ownes 
pcirstiiHg yon. too^ dose, you were glad to es<!ape 
tx> the first wood yon came at» Ry^Katey 
gcttw a little jealous too ixpon the oco^on, but 
we laughed itofil 

We beii^ all met again, we procesaled to thd 
nordiward ; where the caale ere all kept. .This 
is as fine a country as ever I saw, and the best 
scocked wkh all the necessaries of bik These 
people neYor go forth to^ war, but constantly 
eo^oy the whole of their time tn t^ing care 
ef the king's and their lords* outle : They ka^af 
fileMy £ikswise of their own. The king^sr ca&# 
tie are marked witb th^ stamp called Cbemei^ 
90igo^ Heve'^ are svich numbers of them, that 
it IS not ktMwn within two <»r three thousand^ 
bow many belong to him: Sonsydof th^osEeu 
safe scarce able to walk for age, and ot^cera 
ai^ » h» they cannot stir 4 They n&f«rjioaik 
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abiive the fourth part of. the cows, though the 

place is popiilous, and as large as some kiug^s 

dominions. They have, a great many toyros, 

and many Virzimbers dwell among thqai^ 

The chief town is of large extent, where the 

principal herdsman keeps a great courts and 

ha$ full power and authority to decide all con- 

troversiesy and punish any o&nder without 

appeal. ' When we saw him, he made as grand 

a figure as a king, and was sitting with his 

attendants, about him in the same manner : 

however, he arose to kiss Rer Vove's knee 

(not hiis feet) as a testimony of his more than 

common respect. for hinu He. had 8000 head 

of cattle of his own, and near 300 slaves ; he 

made my. master a present of five of his own, 

and^fifteen. of the Chemango's. He seldom, 

if ever, goes out on foot, but is carried on a 

bier on men's shoulders : he is very old, in- 

dieed, having been cow-keeper to Rer Triijx- 

monoi%2trcvo's father. Dean Lohefute^ . . 

- Butter and. cheese might be made here in 

plenty, were there but people who understood 

the art of it ; for the cows give abundance of 

milkj though not altogether so much as oura 

do iii England, but then they contmue it 

longer; suihmer time, in. this hot country^ 

being the worst for the cattle* Iix this place, 

however, there are so many rivers, brooks^ 

mad springis, that they are never inconujaoded 

with such droughts as they sometimes are in 

Antemdroea; Here are tallow and hides, too^ 

-- t. -. in 
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in abundance, but few think it worth their 
while to regard them. Several other commo- 
dities are to be found here, which are worthy 
of notice : wax is so plentiful that it is thrown 
away ; there is iron, too, in many parts of the 
country as well as here ; and the natives are 
no strangers to the making of steel. Here is 
copper likewise of their own production, of 
which they make manelers : in some of the 
niost mountainous and inland parts of the 
country they have silver, and know how to 
make ear-plates of it and manelers, so that I 
have the highest reason to think the country 
produces it, as well as it does a white metal 
much like our British tin or tutaneg ; nor is 
there any reason to doubt but gold is to be 
found here. Here are many other things, but 
^s I cannot give a satisfactory account of them, 
I pass them over in silence. But, 

I must not here omit to mention the seve- 
ral sorts of silk, of which there is plenty in 
every part of thie island where I have been. 
Some is of a brownish colour, others of a 
white ; the outside is full of small pointed 
prickles ; the cod or bag is near three inches 
long, ^id shaped like a nine-pin ; at the top, 
when we take it, there is a hole, out of which 
I have extracted a blackish worm, but I am 
not able to describe it, or the manner of its 
transformation, as the CQmmon silk-worm : 
this I know, that there are no mulberry trees. 
The silk of these worms is fpunjd upon three 
2 B 2 or 
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Of four several sorts of trees ; for, when they 
spin, they cleave to the thick branches of body 
of tiie tree. I have seen the people, on their 
l^ieeS) pull the cod ont to a great length, 
which they teaze to pieces, and th«n spin it 
with a spindle made of bone, and a rock^staff : 
after that, they weave it as they do cotton^ 
^nd it makes not only pretty, but very fine 
lambers* There is some trouble in the manage* 
ment of it, which is all the reason I can of- 
fer for their making so little use of it In this 
part of Saccalauvor, where the cattle are kej^ 
is a tree called rofeer, which is of sing\ilar 
service to the middle sort of peopte to make 
lan^bers of: the leaf is like that of a cocoa-nut 
tree^ but longer by two feet ; they take off tie 
outer part, and put the other to dry for two 
or three days together, which is then thin and 
white, like a long shaving: after that they 
mdi^ten it again, and split it into threads, 
which they knot in a very neat manner, and 
weave into cloth i some of it is frequently 
dyed, and made into stripped lambers. This 
tree bears a fruit that much resembles a dam- 
son. 

After Rer Vove had taken a review of hi» 
cattle, and left behind him about 200 <^ them^ 
which he got by this journey, we returned 
home to plant rice j for men of rile highest 
distittctian here look after their plantation* 
themselves, and take care to furnish their fa- 
HSilies with proper provisions* He had not 
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betn loog at home before some bixsinets icalled 
him to Moherbo ; and, through Guy*« artifice 
and imeroession^ I got leave to accompany 
him, for I had a strong inclination to see the 
Englishman. He socm perceived I lovas hi^ 
couiuryman, and we were more oveijoyed to 
see each other than relations are who live ev^r 
so distant : his name was Willisun Thombury^ 
he had been nine y^ars in the countay* It wax 
Im first voyage j for he was then a boy^ who^ 
Uke me, was resolutely bent on going to sea, 
but a hard gale of wind arising suddenly^ 
drove their ship from her anchc^s ; and whieM 
dier some pirate w^s in sight, or what was 
the real cause, he couid not tell, but they 
never returned, leaving him with di^ surgeon 
and another man ashore ; the two last, in a 
few months^ died with grief, and he was left 
alone. The king took what small quantity of 
goods their captain had left on shore, and sent 
immediately for Thornbury: he went,, and 
his majesty very kindly told him, he had no 
occasion to fear any thing, for he would take 
care he shpuld not only be supplied with what« 
ever he wanted, but that he w^uld, moreover^ 
send him home by the first vessel. In all 
.which he Was as good as his word, nor ever 
attempted to niake'a slaVe of him as Mevarrox^ 
4id of me, so that^ when we (:ompared ouf 
hard destinies, mine was much the severer of 
the two ; J^e went to the king*3 ^Idest wife for 
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Bomt toak, in ard#r to treat me with it^ i^hick 
she readily granted, 

I have alr^y gixen the reader an. idea of 
jthis king's per$oa: a^ to his hasty temfferand 
cxuet action^, I had heard much talk of them 
before now, : Williafld Thombury, however. Jet 
me more fully into his character : I foundt 
upon taking in the whole detail pf him, that 
glory ' and ambitipn were his pfin^ripal aim, 
iwhich he lopk^d upon to consist in the wealth 
and proisperity of his country ; fpr S?icqalauyor 
wa3 neither richer nor more powerful, than 
other coimtries, till hi$ accession tp the regal 
state. But h^ haying spelled bpth his bror 
thers upon his ^sumption pf th^ supreme dig^ 
nity, one of them, a3 I have moationed be- 
fore, fled tp Feraignher, and got possession of 
part of the coimtry to the southward; the other, 
accompanied by about 800 men, passed through 
the fine country where the cattle are kept, ¥md 
where the yirz,imber8 at that time re^idedy 
moving still further to the northward^ and 
settled on that rivej-, which the Europeans at 
this time call Massele^e ; the Virzimbers fled 
from him on his first approach, but finding 
that his intentions were peaceable, and that he 
was only seeking a place of refuge for himself, 
they returned to their habitations^ and lived 
under his jurisdiction. Here he established 9. 
kingdpm almost as extensive and powerful a& 
his brother's, which his son Dean Tokeofiu i^ 
now in possession of R,er Trimmonongarevo 
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WHdersmiidixig kk: In^btfa^ :kad tHw hstppiiyi 
stttledriumself, se&t amlutBsadoi^tX) pin^parseais 
;msii:able allbace ^between them, ^vv^k ke^ 
beixlgk ^tiod Bakixred man^ rei^ly ciaiaw into^' 
ktiping God an4 'his deceased father Dean 
Lohefnte, wx>uki f^Mghfe Ms l^otker, and, fens 
tiw&ture^ bless thenar both. ' y. 

Rer Trimmonongarevo n&w caressed scmi^ 
of the Virzimbers, and gave then itowns oa 
the banks of Wternee: he was very genercow 
lUi^w'ise to his ovm^ ismbjects, and made coim 
siderable presents, not o«ly of otttk, but 
slaves, to those whoiiadsufl^ed losses in hia 
service 5 but, more pspecialbp, he tock. aUidhai 
ei^aging and political ways he c^mld devko^ 
to ten^ peo^e from: other coakntfeies. to coooe 
BXid Uve in Saccaknivon Idiav^ already men<r 
tibned * his courtedus treatment' of* die Fe- 
raignher people, whoseiamilies had-fae^^^il 
in war, restoring all the captive&and cattle tx> 
such masters and relations as would come and 
settle hi his dominions; i>y this means they 
are grown not only vastly populous, but rich^ 
and the ' people llvie in plenty as well as peace; 
they reverence and' ado^ him, in? short, as a 
tender and indulgent father of hm \ ibvMtry. 
But see now the danger of subroitting impli^ 
ditly to the arbitrary will and pleasure of any 
man, even though he has many useful and 
great virtues to recomfnehd thim.M^aple by 
^uch means become slaves to the man who is 
jaot in every respect an hero, but attended with 

2 B 4 hunxaii 
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^MtuUk inilfjci^ md tWBgtct to yitoioHs .Imm^ 
^vwiubiv tufi tti BKti p£ lower ststtiDii : nN^ 
jpcdor gtmmns is his Tifew, wbkh^ ei^bon^ 
u adyisidjig hit preragatiTe bpyood tiurt i9£ 
Ins predsceMpn, and yhefring dial: ht cut d»» 
tmniW) anookdang to his onmMrill^ tnptie aiM»^ 
lutely than any of. hi^ coDtfimpprartit : absoN 
has t>ower is what all afxdtntious primrfes aum 
aty and thirst to irajoy it :. tjiiB the world may 
isu is the darling passion of the vidoufi gnar; 
and thia i^as the mt^brtune diat attBndad Sbih 
calauTor^ at least diat part pf it which was wh% 
der the imm^iatt jurisdiction of Rer Trbn^ 
flKmoagarzitro : ^ the c^hsr Iprds^.hii sons, 
and' nephews, we» as humane as tinse in as^ 
odmr ptvt o£ the island; hfut thp antbonty he 
^nul usurped had made hifn so. haoa^g^ity a&4 
imperious^ that :to shew he ctmld act aa he 
{dottoed, ahd was xutt to be ^ovenied by tlie 
traditional la^s, when aa ambassador or any 
^crang^rsr were at his town, he would order 
aome one tar pthi^r of any two cpnttnding par-t 
ti^rto iminediatg executiDn, for Very triinal 
ifaultSi and sometinira fear none at alL This 
barbaiims disposition, lu)wever, did not apf* 
pear till he was sfuffifuiently established - ini Ins 
^oyemment^ and then cieyeral instances pf his 
cruelty were too cpnspcuous. By these Tile 
actionis he lost tli^ loye of many of his sufa^ts, 
who withdrew to live uncler more humane 
sovereigns. Some quite abandoned the onm- 
try, and went to ids ^qthef'^s son I'^akofiii, 
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ikaof^itiKf mtg^ luTe hteo tdieraU^ aa£» 
iptkk du8:foi» and ixepbraKfi ; and thisittbe 
oailff (remedy vhkh tbese p6o{^ iuv?e %atflsfi 
afbttoraty povter^ ibtr they have fio &0Ckm of a 
jmrdimmmy-Mw^ call it, nor think thun^ftft 
oUiged by the laws of religion to sufler any 
impcmrtiofis^ ICht lords, likewise, haTe ec»w 
ttractad a very laudable and humane oistosd^ 
dr being extremely fond of rekeving si^ as 
are di^xessed, even though* there has been eom 
naby before* This^ was Dean Crindo'a son's 
case, when be l^d to Antenosa, and thia very 
Imxg'is brother^s, Rer Mimebolambo, when hb 
fled to JFjtraignher ; and to this gentroms viei^ 
pm mytKwn deltvraiimce was jmnci^ly oraring* 
i !w!as oi^ day in this king's presesaoe, vrhm 
tiiere:xwas a croud aboat him; and upcm his 
coughing, andfotching his breath a litde xm* 
easy, the people foil immediately prostrate on 
the ground. The reason, as I unders&>od af« 
lerwards vras, because not long before, in such 
a fit of short breadiing, he took up a blunder^ 
buss and discharged it anaong them witlu>ut 
speaking ^ wcard^ or making any other exfcusei 
^ l/vhen he had thus killed two or three of his 
attendants, dian, Why did they stifle him? I 
never saw such abject slaveiy on the island be- 
fore ; and yet, to do him justice, I must say, 
te was far from being, in all his actions apd 
resolutions, a bloody tyrant ; for, two or three 
instances of severe executions (only except- 
^) which lic ordeied out of ostentation, his 
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ather barbaritieB were oolj dow 'smi^thib, die 
effects jo£ hia inordinaae passion, which, indeed, 
grew worse as he advanced in years. It mxist 
be acknowledged, that he directed corporal pu<^ 
nishmaiEts oftener dian w^e practisi^ in any 
other country. Here was, during my resi^ 
deuce amongst them, a woman who cmnplain- 
^ to him against another, for robbing one of 
his wiinss, who. was her mistress ; but, upon 
examination, the accuser was found a very sor- 
wy creature', and one whose ears had been cut 
cff &}T a former misdemeanour. Some ambas-* 
sadars being then present, the wicked wrjstch 
made chmce of that time to accomplish the end 
of her malice the more eflbctoally ; for, as die 
people expectaed a bloody decision, so it hap- 
pened: yet one can hardly pronounce it was 
unjust, though very severe; fori ^iter hearing, 
with a great deal of padence, all that she al-* 
leged, and inquiring into every minute cir- 
cumstance of t^e case, he ordered the base ac- 
cuser to be carried <^, and killed direcdy. 
The person so unjusdy accused desired to have 
the liberty of b^g the e^^uticmer herself, 
with which he complied, and gave her a sword 
for that purpose. She soon overtook the jmto- 
pet officer, who, seeing the king's sword, held 
the criminal, while the other cut her throat* 
These are instances sufficient to shew the viiw 
tues and vices, as well as the singular disposi- 
tion of this extraordinary king. 

During my stay here, I saw William Purser, 

the 
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tb^ iateipreter, and several lOthers.of .fecalgmr 
h^r, a»d among the rest, my odd £rk0d^ &y* 
Naonp j(R£ir Vovyem's ambassador m Xkaa 
Crindo^ who ^as the first that dijoectsdime txi 
$^raigjiher), caxne tOipay me a visit ; Jmlivcd 
a? great as in his own country, having iK>lim« 
^ily f<^owed t^ome of his iasoily^ wli6 w»ib 
;akf a {>riso^rs. . : . , 

Rer Vove wag i>ow on his retutn home, anft 
^y countryman and I were to part^ which .wa 
did with no small reluctance ; yet not, be&Mm 
yrehad given each other full imtructic^is where 
|o find our respective friends, who^er shofoki 
^ so happy as to reagh England firat; which 
j^oved lo he hi^ good fortuae, 
• Some Jfe^v days after we were g<rt home^ the 
two Amboejc-lajmbo ambasa^ors, who were, at 
Moherl^, being pn their return into thdr own 
country, aijd passing through our.town^Rfir 
Vove. jwrevadied on them to stay a n^t with 
him, and allotted them a commodious ^art^ 
ment, to which they invited me, and seated nio 
on their, own mat between them. Their curi- 
osity, they $aid, led them to inquire after the 
manners and €;(Ustoms of my country in. gene- 
ral, and of my own adventures in particular i 
I gratified them in the best manner I could, or 
rather, So as they were best capable of imder^ 
standing cae; for, as to the largeness and 
grandeur bi our court, city, fleets, and armies, 
&c. on all which I expatiated ; they would 
^ive no credit to it, apd looked upon it only 
v^ as 
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M a si0«e nmiftiioc. In tsy turn, I asked t&oa 
where dneir caontry: lay i They told me k was 
a SBOUBtamcms, inland place^ divided into two 
JanfgdomB, called Amboer4amboi^ which were 
giywrned by two br<»hers. They had vast: 
kcrge «ar5, widi silver plates in tfaeniy that gUt* 
mnd like comets. I was very desirous to. 
know how they came so i They infonx^ me, 
that whtn they are young, a small hole is 
nade at &r$ty and a pkce of lead put into it ; 
wh^i the wound is healed, they have a small 
spring ring put into it, which extends it by de^ 
grees ; and ^£tn this another, till the hole is 
as large at they think convenient, then they 
place ^ese silver plates in it, which are neatly 
made, and exactly fitted to the hole, with great 
precaufidn, for £ear of breaking it. Some of 
these holes in their ears are so large, that a 
w<nnan may put her hand through it. They 
have several artificers among th^selves who 
make these ornaments.. The poorer sort, they 
s^d, who could not afibrd silver, had them of 
tutaneg, which they call feroch*futey. They 
came into this country to trade chiefly in iron, 
of which they make abundance ; however, they 
bring great quantiti^ of silk likewise. Their 
valleys are very foggy and marshy, imwhole- 
stone for cattle, and not £t to be inhabited, so 
that they buy cattle. The moumains are so 
stony, that tbey have scarce earth sufficient for 
the foundations of their houses. They sold 
me, moreover^ that Rer Trij&monongarevp wil| 

no|: 



Digitized by 



Googk 



HOMltT DRVJUft M8 

not sdyi ^em any gnm^ nor sufic^ihll pfOfk 
to smpfHj them with dxe^zrms^ Sto^K^ tb» 
EnropeaxiB had stocked tk% itltnd whh gima^ 
they were too strong for the SecodatiTore in 
Dean Lcdbefute's time, hut this long ia at pfe^ 
sent too powerful. They bare (they.aaid) A 
trade sometimes to Mattatanm aiod AottBaiti 
biit not sufficient to furnish them with arbia 
and ammunition. I observed, that metals of 
all kinds were commodities they d^t in. 

Hitherto I lived pretty well, and, indeed, fot 
about three months afterwards, at whiiii timt 
a ship came to Yong-^Owl to trade* Her nanM 
(as I have since been informed) wae the Clap* 
ham galley. Captain Wilks commander^ Thost 
who had shive^ to sdi, earned them down to 
the sea-^side. My master was likewise. pi?epaiw 
ing some for diat purpose ; the thought df it 
almost transported me, yet I could not cell how 
to make my request knowiL At losgth I made 
my application to my friend Guy, and having 
expostulated the case with him ax»l his wife^ 
i prevailed on him to solicit my master thoA I 
might be sent down, and sold to the captain : 
He^made the motion, accordmgly, one evening 
in my absence ; and it was happy for me that 
I was abroad, for, had it not been for the nm^ 
diadon of some friends, he would have.fooad 
me out, and shot: me directly. As toon as i 
came to him, he ordered me tx> dd&ver hsm m}r 
gun, saying I was a prisoner of war, and a abve 
too, and ht would make me know as much. 

As 
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As fear Will, he was an^unforttmafte yftiith, ift* 
deed) and was left by mere accident upon the! 
^orci ; theire is a wide di£^ence betwe^i his 
case and yours. Upon which he called his 
d£>ok : here, Mechorow, (said he) take care of 
this white captive, and see that he, like other 
slaves, obeys your orders. Mechorow did not 
fiail to observe his instructions, and was tba 
Severer upon me, because there was a time 
when I had authority over him. He frequent-^ 
ly made me carry an iron pot on my head, 
when Rer Vove and his wife took their plea- 
sure on the islands in the middle of the river 
Mernee, where one while he would go to kill 
wild fowl, and at another to destroy alligators: 
Btit before the ship set sail, I endeavoured to 
inform the <!aptain by this stratagem : I took a 
satter leaf, which was about two inches broad,' 
and a foot and a half long, and marked upon 
it these words following : " Robert Drury, son 
" of Mr Drury, li^mig at the King's head in the 
" Old Jewry, now a slave on the island of Ma-* 
^ dagascar, in the country of Morandavo, or 
" Yong-Owl." I desired the favour of one^ 
who was going to the sea side, to deliver this 
leaf to the first white man he saw ; but wheit 
he returned, I asked him what answer he had ? 
None at ail (said he), for I suppose the white 
man did not like it, since he threw the leaf 
away, though, I am sure, it was as good, if not 
better, than that which you gave me ; it is 
tnue, I dropped yours, but then I pulled one of 
\ the 
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the.best I oxdid fiml from off a, tree. Mf lieart 
-viras ready. to break at this^.disappoiatineu:^ 
wherevqKixi I turned from, lum, and went dU 
rectly intx) the wood?, to vent my grief in team 
I heard soon after that WilL Thornbnry was diM> 
charged, I was, then in some hopes, that by his 
fiaeans my redemption might be accomflished; 
but to my no small mort&cation, I soon heard 
the ship was sailed, and not one word of me 
mentioned. This drove me almost to madness ; 
and what could be the reason why i^e captain 
shotdd take no notice of, me, I cannot conceive, 
for Will. Thombinry, doubtksss, would hav* 
mentioned me to him. . w 

^ Not long after this, I was taken with, a vio* 
lent pain in my bones, which at. first I took 
for a cold, but it increased to that degf ee^ that 
I could not walk without crutches. This dis^ 
ease continued three months successively, and 
then I b^an to have large boils or Uotchea, 
break out all over my body, my neigbbours 
soon perceived it was the colah or :yaws, and 
Rer Vove sent me. to a Virzimber's house on 
the banks of Mernee, in order for a cure. Thejr 
took the bark of a tree, of which I do not re^ 
collect the name, steeping it in water ;. widj 
this they washed and baxKed me every;day5 
whichi in a few weeks .made my bones mxidi 
easi^^ and in a f^w weeks more, the bloccbeit 
died and wore awi^y^ after which I recoter«i 
my strength apace. I liyed with thc» Vi* 
iimbers in all about, six months. 

Thesf 
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Those peofte are aldMtt of adiffiurencqitciej 
£rcan the others ; their heads are of a peculiar 
ahape, the hmdeor part and the forehead are aU 
SDost aa flat as a trencke^ ; but this I imagnw 
to be unnatural, for it. is framed thus bj a 
daily pressure of their children from dw cradle^ 
Their hair ia neither so. kmg nor so vsFOQUy as 
that of the other naaiais;. Thek religion, liiosi* 
wise, is ^dely distant from other pswqiles. 
Thej hsrre no owley s in their houses,- but pay 
an awfol regprd to the new moon, and to se» 
Ttral animals, namely, a cock, a lizard, and the 
Uhd^ WbediQr tiiey diink these creatures have 
spirits or not, or demons duit attend dienv, i 
cannot d^iermine, fc^r whenever they discours- 
ed among dxemselres, it was in a peculiar kn- 
guag^ to which I was so much a stranger, that 
I was not able to give a sufficient reason for 
these particulars* When thev seat themselves 
to thor meals, they I3ike a bit of meat, and 
throw it over thoir heads, saying, there is a bit 
for the spirit. In the next place, they cut four 
little bits more, and throw to the sovereigns or 
rulers of die four quarters of the eardu This 
is the constant practice of such as have any re* 
gard tp religious ceremonies, but th^^ ate too 
piany who neglect it, as some in Eufc^pe, and 
look on saying grace at their meals, as an idle 
foshicm. They dress their victuals srach more 
agreMbly than the other people, for they al« 
eiays bo&l plantains or potatoes with their meat, 

and 
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tnd make good soup, and well thickened, as 
they do in Europe. 

They make curious earthen ware, such as 
pots, dishes, aud jugs, glazing them both with- 
in and without, and are very ingenious artifi- 
cers in many other particulars. Though their 
ingenuity was superior, yet I could not per- 
ceive they ever formed themselves into regular 
kii]^doms, or into large conunon wealths, but 
herded together in towns, each town being a 
distinct and independent republic, which too 
often produced quarrek and bloodshed ; one 
little town standing in opposition to another^ 
there being no general laiv or government^ 
which could settle their just claims, or deter- 
mine any unhappy dissentions between one 
town and anotlier, till they^ in this part, made 
Rer Trinimonongarevo their patron and pro^ 
tector, whilst others put their whole confidence 
in Dean Tokeoffu. iThere are more of them> 
as I have heard, in other parts of the island^ 
scattered up and down, who shift theij: habi^ar 
tions, which these were wont to do fprmerly; 
It is no easy matter to determine^ whether these 
are not the original natives, or first inhabitants 
of the land* I observed here, th^t diflPerence 
in religion was looked upon as no crime^ iior 
any offence to one another; moreover, that 
they^ like the others, have nti priests^ 

Having now, in a great measure, recpvered 
my strength, I began to reflect on the misery 
of returning tQ my former slavery j and for 

2 Q that 
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that reason, after some conflict witk myseft^ I 
determined to run the risk of throwing my- 
self at Rer Moume's feet, to beg his protection, 
be the consequence what it would, death being 
preferable to perpetual slavery. Having im* 
bibed this notion, I desired my landlord c^e 
morning to put me over the wateir in his canoe^ 
for I would willingly pay a visit to a friaid on 
that side, it not being above two hours walk 
to Rer Moume's town. 

At my arrival, I found him sitting under a 
kind of pent house, with his wives round about 
him ; I lay down and licked his feet^ then ris* 
ing upon my knees, I lifted up my hands,, and 
sued to him for mercy and protection, from 
the ill treatment of my master Rer Vove, he 
having made the most abject slave of me, for 
only desiring a friend to beg of him to sell me 
(not to make a present of me) to my own coun* 
trymen, that I might see my dear parents cmce 
more, from whom I had been absent so noiany 
years. My master insisted that I was his slave, 
his prisoner of wat, though I was there no 
otherwise than Will, was here, a poor unhappy 
creature, wandering about till I could find an 
opportunity to get to my native country, an^ 
was no enemy of his, neither was I taken in 
arms ; should you deliver me up to him, he 
would doubdess kill me, and there will be an 
end of all my sorrotv^s ; but I live in hopes of 
finding mercy from you. I soon perceived 
that my tnournful tale affected him, for the 
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fears sto5d iii hid eyes, and some of th6 vro^ 
men actually wept* He bid tne rise, and bfe 
ftsstired that h^ would not deliver me up to 
ker Vove : should my kinsman, (says he), 
want slaves to do his work,, (though I know 
the contrary), I will send him two or three in 
your stead ; be not afraid, I will both protect 
and provide for you* Then turning to one of 
his consorts, here Ry*-Anzacker, says lie, do 
you, from henceforth, be Robin's mother, and 
tnke care he wants for nothing. All I &hall 
desire of you, (says he to me), will be to look 
after my chest of arms, which are an hundred 
or more in number, and see that my flints and 
shot are all kept in order, and you shall have 
sett.*ants too to do the work* Then calling a 
slave, he gave him directions to build me a 
house next to* my mother's, within the palli- 
6ade : in two days, I was a house-keeper. Ry-*- 
Anzacker proved Very kind to me, and I nevej^ 
walked out Without my gun in my hand, lik^ 
a freeman. 

In few days after, . several messengers iam^ 
from Rer VoVe to Rer Moume. I was by, , 
when, in their lord's name, they demanded hi* 
white slave : Rer Moume examined them first, 
to know if what I had told was matter of fact ; 
and when he found it Was, I am sorry^ (said 
he), my kinsman is sO rash and thoughtless a 
young 'man, to act after this manner. Did any 
One ever see, before, a white man a slave to a 
black man's c^ok slave, tmless it was among 

2 c 2 the 
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the worst of brutes, in that unpolished country 
Anterndroea ? It was a very xinjust thing to 
force him from Feraingher ; 'and when he was 
here, it would have been the part of a wise and 
hpnest man to have presented Robin to the 
English Captain, and made a merit of taking 
care of him* In so doing he had done a gene- 
rous action, and it would have reflected an ho- 
nour 'on himself, and on us all : He should 
recollect the many benefits we have received 
from the Eriglish, and that we were insulted by 
all our neighbours, till they furnished us with 
arms. Here, take this woman-slave, and giv6 
her to him ; she is able to do more service 
than Robin^ in case he wants work from him : 
As for my part, J shall make no slave of h^ 
I will assure you ; he may go when he will, 
and live where he will ; even with Rer Vove, 
if he thinks proper, and does not care to 
live widb me. However, I shall not consent 
to that, unless 1 am well satisfied of his be- 
ing more courteously treated. Here, take the 
wonian in his stead. They came again the 
next day with the woman, and renewed their 
yesterday's demand, to which he gave an an- 
swer in direct terms, that they should not 
liave me^ 

I was treated here in a most courteous man- 
ner by all the king's wives, but particularly by 
my mother, Ry Anzacker, they taking great 
delight in the many stories I told them of my 
misfortunes and adventures : I used frequent- 
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Jy to go with Rer Moume to a spacious lake, 
which had islands in it, several liiiles round, 
called the Kereendea. This place was former- 
ly drowned by the Mernee's breaking its banks. 
Rer Moume was always carried in a vehicle, 
not much unlike a sedan ; and had a canoe 
large enough to hold twenty men, in which 
was a seat made on purpose for him ; he not 
being able to sit, as other people did, uptintheJ 
floor. Several other canoes of ten and five 
hands, and some small ones of two, used to 
accompany him. Our principal employments 
»were fishing and fowling, in which the Vir- 
zimbers are very dexterous, making nets of va- 
rious kinds, and also fish-hooks for angling^ 
which was Rer Mo\ime's favourite diversion. 
His son, Rer Chulu, would often divert him- 
self with killing alligators, and tlie weapon he 
generally used was a harpoon, with a head fix- 
ed on it, and a rope fastened to -the steel, and 
staflF both : Being thus furnished with tackle, 
they paddle along the water towardis the alli- 
gator, whom they generally espy at a distance, 
for they keep their noses above water, and ap- 
pear like a floating cake of cow dung. When 
they come within ten or a dozen yai^s of him, 
he sinks to the bottom, and crawls a good way 
before he stops ; but his path is discovered by 
a bubble that rises up, and where it stands 
they strike ; for they will lie flat on their bel- 
lies, with their sides pressed out, where they 
hear a noise, so that they are often stabbed 
2 c 3 with 
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with the harpqop : Though shcwid it liglM^ o^ 
their backs or heads, it wUl mak^ np ffxpvp imr 
pression thjin it would on a rock. The Vir-? 
timbers make a pet of rope?, withlwge me^h^s, 
and with these they sometliDttes t^k^ thqna ; 
they also take |iiepi with snar^3 ro^e pf spp^*? 
^ck^^ which draw up a ptopse jn n rope ; thesji 
they place at the mouth of a rivple^, qr pimU 
?aual : And by these methods I haye knpw^ 
fij^ Chulu, and his comply, feilj twenty qir 
thirty alligators in a day. 

Rer Moipne made me a present of thr^ CQ^e, 
which calved in four months ; he asked ^\» 
why I did not marry ? I told him, I could not 
w^eil m?tintain a wife, and that at present I 
jived very well, and much better than I could 
with a woman to prpvide foi*. li^ paidt it 
was not looked ujion as decentfor a m^ tp live 
gingle *; and as for her m^iuteuance, I will ncH; 
only put it iTi your . power to dp that, hut V^^ 
commend one to you likewise, So, as I per-^ 
ceived he was serious, I was soqn persuaded { 
but with this proviso, that he shtiuld upt cpDji^ 
pel the woman, but ask her consent, and Ip^ve 
it to her own choice, to which be rejidily ar 
greed. So sending for one whp w?^s an at- 
tendant on my mother, he opened the c^ise to 
her, and told her, she should be my wife if sh? 
thought fit, and bid her speak her ipind freely, 
for he did not intend she should submit to it 
through any compulsion. JBut, wifh an air 
of cheerfulness, she said she approved of the 

motion. 
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motion* Upon this-Ry-Auzacker took her 
back again, to dre$8 t^r up very fine with 
beads, and a new silk la^ber, Sec and pre^ 
sented her to me. I desired that the princ^ 
would make a formal marriage of it, by tak- 
ing hold of her hand first ; and then asking 
us both if we gave our mutual consent ? and 
then by giving her hand mto mine : all which 
i>e readily gratified me in,' with abundance of 
a^bility and good nature, and was very 
merry, as the women were, likewise, accord- 
ing to custom on such occasions. The ladies 
attended us home, but not; empty handed, for 
they gave us a large quantity of such kind of 
furniture as we principally wanted. The prince^ 
t^^f g^ve ip^, the day following, a plantation 
widi ric^ and potatoes, &c. growing upon it, 
and fit to dig. He gave me, moreover, a slave, 
^ boy about sixteen years of age ; and, in a 
short time^ he sent me, with otjiers, to fetch 
away some caftle from a man wlio, upon ex- 
aflaination before him, had been found guilty^ 
of stealing several from his neighbours ; for 
■yhich facts he was fi^ned twenty beeves. This 
was the first time I was ever sent on such an 
errand, though ?LOt the last j and people of the 
best rajik are fond of this eijaployment, for 
they never fail of a good present for their 
trouble. He gave me likewise a cow with her 
calf, and a young bull of three years old. 
Whenever I went on any such occasions after- 
jyards, I never had less than one beast for my 
<2 c 4 labour. 
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labour, and sometimes two, so that I grew 
rich, and sent most q£ my cattle four miles 
off, agreeing with a man to give him the tithe 
calf of such as he should rear for me, keeping 
three cows only at home for milk, so that now 
I lived as happy as the country could aflford me ; 
nay, so much to my satisfaction, that, had I 
jaot a desire to see my parents once again, I 
question whether I should ever have taken 
any pains to* get to England ; and even when 
I wished for it, I was perfectly easy, since I 
was assured that William Thornbury would 
inform my friends where I was, and how the 
world went with me. 

Some months after this, Rer Vove sent 
word that he purposed to pay his uncle a visit; 
upon which I went directly to Rer Moume, 
and told him I was going, for three or four 
days, to pay my respects to his son Rer Che- 
munghoher. Iknow (said Rer Moume) what 
you mean, but you have no occasion to fear 
Rer Vove, for Ixe shall never have you against 
your will ; and, at the same time, he persuad- 
ed me to stay and see him, which I did. Af- 
ter some previous discourse about business^ 
and they had drank a cup or two of toak to- 
gether, he cast his eyes on me, and told his 
imclehe was surprised that he should use him 
in so uncivil a manner as to detain his slave. 
Rer Moume replied, he was not conscious of 
keeping any slave of his from him, and if he 
-vvould nominate the person, he should be in- 
stantly 
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stantly restored. Why, there he stands (says 
Rer Vove. I hope (says the uncle) you do 
not mean Robin the white man. Is he a slave 
of yours ? I am ashamed of your imprudence 
to say so. Is it not to the "white men, but 
more especially to his countrymen, the English, 
that we are indebted for the richer we enjoy ? 
We, who formerly were insulted by the Am- 
boerlambo people, and other nations around 
lis, are, by these Englishmen's guns, mfedet<>o 
powerful for them ; and, by the beads, look- 
ing-glasses, &c. which they bring in plenty, 
our late enemies are fond of our fHendship 
and traffick. And do not you think^ it a fine 
story for William to tell, that one of his coun- 
trymen, who happened to be shipwrecked in 
this country, was made a slave of by a black 
lord of Morandavo ? But, to satisfy you that 
I do not treat him like a sfave, he is at liberty 
to go this moment where he pleases, and take 
his wife, his slave, and his cattle with hiin ; 
nay, back with you, if you can prevail on him 
so to do, and give me your word and honour 
that you will make him a freeman. After this 
manner he argued with his nephew,' and re- 
' proached him with indiscretion as well as in- 
humanity, by treating a man in distress with 
too much severity, till he convinced him of 
his mistake ; insomuch, that he desired I would 
come and see hirh in the evening, which I did. 
At my entrance into the house I licked his 
knee, as a testimony of my respect, btit not 
^ ' his 
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his £^t^ to let him 6ee that I knew I waa a 
freeuum. He used many arguments to in-- 
duce me ta live with him, and ms^de me very 
Urgi? promises, which, probablyi he migl^t 
have performed ; fpr he was no vile person, 
hut only too rash and inconsiderate. He also 
«et iGuy to influea^ me, if possible, who 
made use of one engaging argument, namely, 
Iter Vove intended to travel into the domi* 
];uQiis of other princes, out of curiosity to see 
their various manners and customs. I tdid 
Guy the true reason why I would not consent 
%o it, which was, that I was much nearer th^ 
sea npw dian when with them ; and that I did 
not question but Rer Moupcie would se^d me 
home by the first ship that came. After this^ 
I sgt and di'^nk toak with them, then to<>k my 
leave, and was returning homeward, but Rer 
Vave followed me, and desired I would never 
meuition his amour with hi^ kinsman,'s wife^ 
which I assured him I never would whilst I 
lived ix^ the country J and so we parted good 
frienidSf ' It will j;iQt he improper, I presuin,^^ 
^o make one c\irsory remark here, \j^hich is^ 
th:^t this g^y youAg gentleman was highly t<? 
be commended for so readily conceding to hisj 
iimcle's arguments, attending t;9 what he said 
i^th revererxe, and b^ing convinced by rea- 

Th[us I lived with Rer Moume, as easy and 
h^ppy as \ie could possibly make me ; and the 
only m^sfonune that now attended me was, my 
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j^stiny haci ^uU qji» m^kj^chply 8«nQ (^r 4*0^ 
ger more pp »flrigjit gjQ witli before I J^t thi» 
i$lai^4 ; 9^ ^t wa$ a$ horrible and |lip(t;if)g ^ 
hxmm BAtijre aa any I had hithwto u«49r-r 
gopej ai»4 the ijtjor^ so, because altQgpth§f 
iwe«p^e4» ^ot oaly by myself,, bu^ ev^ry 
(006 else, which was thu9 introduced} ther^ 
livsd ^x Mphprbo one FrancigcQ, an inoflfen§iv§ 
ifx^uiy bqrix in the Eiast Indies, of Portugw^ 
p^pnts, but as blacj; as jnos? of ihfinit IJg 
had Uy^ here many years to hi$ §8|isfa€Uong 
fi^yer pr<>pp$i|ig to remove from qff $^e ij^JaEjd | 
^ h^d b§p» ta]?w hiY pir^es^ wfePt « ti? r§-r 
guest, set him ^shpre. This p:(am ^^^^^^^^ 4^ 
f ifTg^n (as he said) l>y profesfiiqn, y^^ Wl ft 
pechanical k^^ espe<:i*Ily to <:arp§ntef s' fup4 
joiners' busuiie§Sg and hjid furnipjipd himj^lf 
with toplg for his purpose^ ^d used freq\ieAtT 
|y to ol^lige the pringe^ and lords T?/ith in^k? 
mg thipm chests, &C. I^er Moufne sent su^ 
dpsired him to get leave of Rer Triflaetp^qpr 
garevo to come and make him one, whiqhtvi 
did: a§ this arti£cer j^ppi:e the M^4^i^<3tf 
l*»6uag^ freely, we wer^ ^reeable c(ii»p¥Poj9fc 
He tqld me, as part of his secret hi^toryv t^t 
he was violeptly in Iovq with a youpg woma^ 
whose parents, though they were not iaclified 
to the in^ch, yet did not positively give hin* 
a denia}. After he had staid here near two 
months, and finished what Rer Moume had to 
do, he w^s dismissed with a g9«erQus reward, 
' ^ ^ When 
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When he had been 8<»ne months at home, 
with Rer Moume's leave, I went to visit him 
at Moherbo, and found him very ill and me- 
lancholy ; his mistress, in his absence, having 
married another person, which he took to heart. 
He had made her several presents during his 
courtship, and received her promise of mar- 
riage, which, on his ill treatment, he demand- 
ed of her parents again, and, on their refusal, 
complained to the king, he being in esteem, 
and always near his person. His request was 
rejected, the king saying he would never com- 
pel parents to dispose of their children against 
their inclination. Upofli which, Fraiieisco said 
indiscreetly, in the king's hearing, that as soon 
fts he was recovered of his illness, he would 
leave Moherbo, and live under Rer Moume. I 
had been here but a few days before he began 
to gather strength, and then he and I went to 
the king's court. As I was standing by him, 
the king cast an angry ej^e upon me, and ask- 
ed who that white man was with his gun upon 
his shoulder ? Francisco answered, it is Rer 
Moume's white man, who came to give me a vi- 
sit. Then I know what he wants, said he: Come 
hither. — ^What's your business here, pray ? I, 
being conscious of his barbarous disposition, 
answered, in a faint and trembling voice, only 
to visit my sick friend. Yes, replied the king, 
your friend, there, in my hearing, said he 
would go to your master, Rer Moume, as soon 
as he was recovered, and, I suppose, you are 
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come to conduct him thither ; but I will spoil 
your project. — ^Here, Mesoro, (calling to the 
officer) take this white slave to the place of 
execution, dispatch him presently, and bring 
his gun to me. The people were struck with 
surprise as well as myself: however, I was led 
out for execution, and multitudes followed me, 
some of whQm desired to shake hands with 
me and take their leave of me, which the exe* 
cutioner permitted. I was so shocked with the 
tiger-like leap which this savage brute made at 
my life, that I became stupid, not knowing 
whether I was in a dream, till I came to the 
place of execution, where I saw the bones of 
several wretches lie unburied ; rousing from 
my lethargy, I began to weep piteously, and to 
pray to God to receive my soul. What a 
shocking turn of fortune was this ! that one, 
who, but a few minutes before, was surroimd- 
ed by his friends ; one, whose mind was inno- 
cent, and free from evil ; whose actions were 
inoffensive, and of whom no man could justly 
complain, should, in a moment, be doomed to 
die an ignominious death, by the hands of a 
common executioner, like a vile malefactor ; on 
no other account, but to gratify the resentment 
of an old, doating, choleric savage. While I 
was thus bemoaning my hard fate, and the 
people pitying my deplorable case, instead of 
falling on the monster, and freeing themselves 
and me from his tyranny, a voice was hea^d at 
a distance — ^Stay, stay^ do not kill Robin. The 
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Wordi were sotn repeated^ and the messengn* 
catM forward With 6^ders to bribg me back, 
M which the people give a general fthont fbt 
joy. When I came Wore thte Hng^ not only 
his principal wife, bnt the f est of them were 
bn dieir knees, with tears in their eyes ; nay^ 
some men^ too, were expostulating with hitn^ 
telling him he would bring irretrievable rain 
and desolation on his country, the fatal effects 
of which his great-graAdchildren would cet-i* 
tainly feel, when the White men should hear of 
his barbarity to one of their countrymen, who 
had done nothing to deserve it. Thi* at length 
assuaged the heat of his fury, telling me, \ 
might thank my friends, or I had been dog's 
meat by this time ; however, says he, I will mor* 
tify your pride still. Here, says he to three 
men, take him, fettered as he is, and carry him 
and his gun to Rer Moume ; and pray tell my 
son, I expect he should treat him like a slavey 
as he is, and not let him strut about like a 
jord, with his gun upon his shoulder. Here- 
upon I fell prostrate on the ground, and licked 
his feet, the people making signs to me so to 
do. U^n this, he bid me thank his women j 
i then paid my respects to Ry-Chemotoea, and 
two or three more } and did so with all dnce- 
rity, for it Was to their entreaties I owed my 
life. 

We went directly on our journey, and every 
town we passed through, the people askea 
with astiDuishmenti what crime t£e white man 

bad 
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had been gtalty of, that he should be thus 
bouiul ? To whom my guard, without palli* 
ating die case in. the king's favour, told thft 
tt*uth J for which every one seemed to pity me, 
and resent the king's ill usage of iftfe At 
night, whfen we xame to lie down to rest, 
they asked me whether I would have my hands 
untied or not ? I asked them what were theit 
orders ? They said their orders weVe to keep 
me bound. Then, said I, though it is some*^ 
what painful to me, yet you shall n^t ^zatdl 
your lives for my ease. So I lay as well as I 
could all night, and the next day travelled in 
the same manner ; every now and then looking 
behind me with fear, lest he should chcmge his 
mind and send some one after us to dispatch 
me, for I could not thmk myself safe till I saw 
Rer Moi^ne again. 

As we walked along, my guards told me I 
was the first who ever returned alive from the 
place of execution j which I could not but im*- 
pute to an all-wise and overruling providence. 
They told me likewise, dxat he stabbed one of 
his chief wives (though, when his passion was 
over, he repented it), for breaking wind down- 
wards, whilst his head was ki her la|>, with in- 
tention to sleep. Another instance of his in- 
humanity, though attended with some justice, 
was, in ordering one of his own sons to be ex- 
tended on a mat, and his throat to be cut 
beftwe his face, for being too free with one of 
lus wives. 

We 
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We could riot reach to our joulrney'S end 
this evening by two hours walk, so we rested, 
and the next iriorning we set out early, and 
arrived safe at our town, where the people were 
all surprised to see me thus bound and guard- 
ed. Some ran before to inform the prince, 
who, before we came within his pallisade, was 
sitting with his wives and several others round 
about him, in great expectation. As soon as 
the men were seated, they told their message ; 
I stood all the while with my hands bound be- 
hind me. After he had examined into the af- 
fair, and found how the case was, his ccTunte- 
nance fell, the tears one while stood in his 
eyes, as he viewed me with pity, anon, he 
frowned with indignation j the women too shar- 
ed in my distress. And is this all, says he, 
the poor man has been so severely used for I 
Robin, come hither, I will shew you how much 
I regard my father's advice in this case ; upon 
which he imloosed my hands, and ordered one 
of his attendants to fetch him a fine. silk 1am- 
ber, which he would make me put on directly, 
then taking my gun from the men, he gave it me 
again, and made me a present besides of six cows. 
I told him, the messengers had been very civil 
to me, for which he not only thanked them, 
but made them a present of an ox. It is my 
father, I own, says he, who has done this, for 
that reason I shall restrain my resentment, and 
say little of it j but had any other man, though 
a near relation, nay, my own son, acted in this; 

manner,^ 
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ihanner^ he should hare felt the weight of my 
fengen My wife came and licked my feet, ex- 
pressing both her concern for my ill treatment, 
and her joy for my return. This was about 
fifteen months from the first time I came to 
Rer Moume. 

I was now possessed of near thil-ty head of 
tattle, and lived in affluence and ease. I kill-^ 
ed a young bullock, and the part I kept to my- 
self, I flayed and salted after the English mode j 
of the tallow, I made as good candles as I could} 
that part which I gave to my neighbours^ had 
the skin on, for we have the same friendly 
custorias here, as in oth6r parts of the island, 
neither do their manners differ, except in the 
idle custom of the royal families killing cattle. 
Here they eat swine's flesh, and thiiik it as 
good as other provision. Rer Chulu kept a 
pack of dogs, on purpose to hunt wild boars, 
but they are not of the hound kind. Their 
religion is the same exactly, and their super- 
stitious regard to unlucky days and hours, im-j 
plicitly believing all the umossee tells them, in-» 
Somuch, that numbers of poor children are 
privately murdered^ who are bofn on an Al-^ 
haida or Jumor, which are Sunday and Friday j 
for when I came on board the ship, I careful-* 
Jy remarked how the days answered with ours^ 
and found that Alhaida was Sunday ; Allete*^ 
nine, Monday j Talawter^ Tuesday ; Alarrer- 
btere, Wednesday ; Comemeeshey, Thursday j 
Jumor, Friday ; and, Sarbuchee, Saturday. 

2d Though 
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Though these denominations are nsed through-' 
out the island, yet they regard no one day 
jnore than another, only as they imagine some 
to be lucky, and others unlucky, for they have 
no notioa of a Sabbath amongst them. Rer 
Moume having lost the use of hi§ limbs, sent 
all over the island for the most famous umos- 
sees he could hear of, to consult with them for 
relief, they being physicians as well as pro- 
phets. One of them, during my stay here. 
Confined him for two months, bathing, sweat- 
ing, and cupping him, to little or no purpose ; 
however, he made him ample satisfaction for 
his trouble, as he did all others who did him 
any service. 

I lived with Rer Moume about two years 
and a half in all, at the end of which term, 
news was brought, that two ships were arrived 
at Yong-Qwl to trade. I was overjoyed ,to 
hear it, and flattered myself that W. Thorn- 
bury had not forgot me : they staid there 
several days, and slaves were sent to be sold, 
and guns and other goods wet^ returned for 
them* I wa^ at a loss how to break my mind 
to Rer Moume, hoping he would say sos;ie- 
thing to me of his own accord ; but as I was 
sitting with him one evening, two- men came 
in, with a basket of palmetto leaves sewed np^ 
and delivered it to the prince, who opened it, 
and finding a letter, asked the men, what they 
meant by giving him that ? The captain, they 
said, gave it us for your white man, but we 
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iiidtigiit pfdpef to let yqu $ee it first* Pray, 
aays he, give it him all. Here Robin, your 
countrymen have sent you a present, what it 
i3, I do not know^ but to m^ it seems of very 
little value. Accordingly, I took the basket^ 
and v?ith the letter^ there v^ere pens^ ink^ and 
l>ap?r, in order for my returning an ansyren 
The superscriptijon was this ; 
To ^oberf JPrury^ off th Island of Madagascar^ 
. I was so astonished, tlut at first I had not 
po^^r to open it> coticluding I was in a dream ; 
but at length recovering my sur][)rise, and after 
H little recollectipn, 1 opened it, and found it 
c^me from Capt^n William Macket j the con- 
jtents whereof, were to the effect following : 

^* That he had a l^ter on board ^om my 
^* fatiier, with full instructions, as well from 
/ him as his owners, to purchase my liberty, 
** let it cost what it would ; and in case I could 
" not possibly come down myself, to send him 
** word the reason of it, and what measures he 
** should take to serve me. " 

Rer lyioum? perceived that my countenance 
jchanged whilst I was readimg tiie letter, and 
a^ked me, v^t was the matter ? \ told him, 
that the Cgiptain desired to speak with me, and 
that my father had sent for me home, and 
JljLOped that he would please to give his consent, 
liow do you know all this, says the prince, 
can you conjure ? Thea turning to the mes- 
.sengere, have you, pray, heard any thing like 
i&^% \ Ye^, $ai(l they, it is all the discourse at 
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die sea side, that Robin's father sent both these 
ships for him; and more than all this, the 
king, your father, expects him there with yovir 
leave, and desires to see him before he goes to 
the ship. Rer Monme took the letter, and turn- 
ing it over and over, said, he had heard of such 
mediods of conveying intelligence to one ano- 
ther, but never actually saw it before, and 
could not conceive which way it could be done 
without conjuration. I endeavoured to de* 
monstrate to him, as well as I could, how we 
learned in our infancy the characters first, and 
then we put them together. But, says he, I 
presume you have no inclination to leave us 
now, since you live here so much at your ease ; 
you have several cattle and a slave, and if you 
shall want more, you shall have them ; you 
shall have too, as many wives as you please, 
and be a great man. I begged him to make 
my case his own^ and that he would please to 
consider, whether he should not be desirous of 
seeing his parents and native country, had he 
been absent so long as I had ? I think I should, 
he said, and therefore I will take it into con- 
sideratiouj and isk my wives' advice about it, 
and give an answer in the morning. 

My readers may easily imagine what a night 
of disorder this was to my mind, agitated with 
hopes on one hand, aijd with fears on the other : 
however, I took care to attend him as soon as 
ever he was stirring, and seated with his wivea 
about him^i After he had looked stedfasdy ou 

me 



Digitized by 



Googk 



mOBERT DRURY. 421 

me for some time, Robin, says he, I have opened 
your affair to my wives here ; and your mother, 
Ry-Anzacker, and one of two more, consent 
to your going, but the rest are all against it : 
however, let them speak for themselves ; it is 
Qut of respect to you, that they are desirous 
you should continue amongst them. Upon this, 
I turned towards them, and, without waiting 
to hear what they had to offer, begged them 
to consider, as they were mothers, whether or 
no, if a child of theirs was in a strange coun- 
try, they should not have an earnest inclination 
to see him, and he them ? Hereupon the prince 
told me, if I was willing to stay, he wotdd, all 
along, as he had hitherto done, treat me like 
his own son, but he would not make use of 
compulsion ; so that, if I was resolutely bent 
on going, he would dismiss me. Moreover, he 
told me that my slave should go with me ; th^t, 
as to my cattle, they were mine to dispose of 
as I pleased. I replied, if he was so good aS 
not take my cattle from me, though they were 
in fact his own, they might still remain there, 
as they were marked for mine : fori was fully 
determined to make one voyage more here, kit 
hopes of having it in my power to make Mm 
some amends for the great care he had taken 
of me, by bringing a ship to. traffic with 
him. (And in this I was very sincere, and was 
afterwards as good as my word.) I asked 
him if he thought proper to demand any coii- 
sideradon of the captain for my freedom, 
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He axiswered, Hdthing; but if my fiiends' 
•would make him a present of a good gun^ hi^ 
should accept of the favour, and call it BLobdn, 
in remembrance of me. This noblei gene-- 
rous answer, and So prince-like, gave nae such, 
transports of joy^ that I immediately kneeled 
dowU) and lickpd hi§ feet with the utmost sin-* 
cerity, as justly thinldng I c6tild never expfess 
my gratitude enough to this go6d, this induU 
gent prince. He would not dismiss me in- 
stantly, but did in a day or two after, tod or^ 
dered the messenget^s to be t^en care (tf in the 
mean time. When the day of my departure 
came, I had one remaining difficulty to get 
ov^er, and that was the parting With my wife, 
ttie women of the prince's family, add him- 
iself^ whkh i did i?<rith as niuch Muctance ^s' 
when I left my natural parents at my depjff- 
ture from them, and they discovered an 
equal tender affectiph for me: he Would not, 
however, let ns go empty handed, but order* 
ed an ox for otir subsistence on otir journey, 
and appointed likewise two of his OWii people 
to accompany the other two/ •and theh We set 
Ibrwardi • '' "^ '"''' ^ " '' '"- " '' ^'-"^ • -' ' l^ 

1 had yet one suspicious cii'cumstance still 
to pafes over, and th^t was tb call on Rfei^ Trim- 
iftionbiigarevo/ ' This gave liie nb j^mall tinea- 
tsinessj but when: we cam^ near MdheAo, wq 
were informed that he was gone to a place 
within kh hour's walk of the stea-side; As soon 
as I iapproached him, he ' iiistantly . made aij 
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apology for his too wann conatitittioQ; and 
confessed, that he had sometimes done misr 
chief in his passion^ but hoped I would ejccuse 
him for what had passed; and said he wa$ 
sorry to let me go till the ship was near upon 
sailing, lest I should prove detrimental to the 
trade* I told him I hzd no complaint to make^ 
since his son had been so indulgent to me ; 
and that if he pleased to dismiss me at my 
friends' request, they would take it as a favour, 
but should he d«taia me, when they knew I 
was so r^ar, I did not know what ill conse-t 
quoices might ensue thereupon* H/e kept me^ 
however, this night, but dismissed me with his 
blessing the next morning, praying that God 
and the demons would be my guardians, and 
send me( safe to my native country* So I lick- 
ed his feet, and took my last farewell of him^ 
and of this odd and filthy custom likewise. 

When I came down to the sea-side, the first 
man who spoke to me was William Parser, my 
old acquaintance in Feraignhen He came away 
to live in more security and plenty, as well asi 
several others, and was at this time interpreter 
for the trade. Here were several houses, but 
such as the English call huts, erected by the in- 
habitailts at a small distance from the factory, 
for* the more cominodiou^ selling of milk ana 
other provisions.. There I n^t Mr Hill, the 
steward of the Drake, Captain Macket's ship, 
and two or three more of their crew, who took 
;n^e fpjr a wild man j and in a letter he sent oflF 
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by a canoe to the captain, he told him the wild 
Englishman wa$ come. I desired William 
Purser to inform thpm, that I could sp^dc but 
little English ; and though, by the conversa-: 
tion I had widi William Thornbury, I had re- 
gained some, yet I was frequently puzzled for 
words to speak freely for several days. Cap-; 
tain Macket soon came on shore, and Captain 
Bloom with him, for here were two ships, the 
Drake and the Sarah. I gazed at them as in- 
tently as if I had never seen a white man dress- 
ed before : and what added to the wildness of 
my appearance was, that I had nothing on but 
my lamber. My skin being swarthy and full 
of freckle?, ;md my hair long and* matted to- 
gether, I really made a frightful figxure. But 
they soon restored me to my original form ; 
Mr Hill cut my hair oflp, and ordered nie to be 
shaved, and dressed in a neat seaman^s habit, 
light, and fit few the coxmtry. The captain 
asked me what ransom was expected for my 
freedom ? I told him, nothing but a gun .for 
a present ; to be kept in remembrance c£ me^ 
He, thereupon, picked out a handsome and ' 
Very good buccaneer gun, as also some.powder,, 
flints, and a case of spirits, as a present to Rar 
Moume. He gave likewise knives and beada 
to his two men, and a small gun to the mes-^ 
feengers who went for me. For my own part, 
I presented the captain with my slave Anthony; 
After this, he gave me the following letter ixoixi 
pnyfathef: 
V "To 
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^^ To Robert Drury» cm the island of Mada^? 
" gascar* 

" Loughborough^ Feb. Tlth 1715. 

" Son, Robert Drury, 

I am informed by one Mr Thornbury, that 
he left you in heal^ on the island oi Mada* 
gascar, which I was glad to hear. My very 
good friend Mr Terry, hath a friend, com- 
mander of a ship, the bearer hereof, that hath 
promised to do all he can to get you yow li- 
berty ; I, therefore, desire you to do the cap- 
tain all the service ypu caa in the coimtry^ 
and so doing, you will oblige our good fri^Qid 
Mr Terry, and your ever-4oving father, till 
death, 

" John Drury.'* 



About three days after, I went aboard ; but 
llie sea and change of diet made me very, sick 
for some time ; ^fter which, the two captains 
]prent to Rer Trimmcmongarevo, and I with 
them, in order to settle son:^ matters in rela^ 
tion tQ the trade. It is a general custom all 
over the island, /or the king of eadbi place to 
ma|ce terms, and settle, one universal price, to 
which all the people are obliged to conform ; 
^nd this method is, doubtless, not only very 
commodious, but prevents all quarrels and dis- 
orders* They presented the king with a fine 
X gun, gilt and japanned. I was the interpreter, 
and though I carried on the correspondence^ 
' ' my 
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my dress had so altef^ me in tiiMe &w days 
time, that he had no notion who I was, till 
upon inquiry who that Englishman was, who 
spoke so well their language ? He Vras told it 
was Robin. 

A' few days after, there came messengers 
from Rer Moume, desiring the captslins to come 
lip the river Memee, for he had a great many 
slaves to sell, but being lame, he could not 
take a long journey. However, he would come 
down t6 the banks of that river, to a town nfer 
enough for trade. It was agreed that the Sa- 
rah shoilld^o } so they ordered a long boat out 
to isound before them. I went oh board, and 
we sailed •^rith a gentle gale, but could find no 
convenient harbour or road in the naouth of 
the Mernee ; however, there was a convenient 
place for anchoring, in a salt water river, about 
three^ leagues on this side, from wl^nce the 
two captains and myself went up in the boat a 
considerable Way, till a canoe tdttk uS in and 
carried us to the town, where Rer Moume, with 
his wives and pe6ple Were waiting for tts. Till 
I kneeled and kissed his knee, he did not know 
me * fbf-, by my beha>4our, and grati^ful ac- 
knowledgements for his |)ast favoiire, he^ and 
they so6h recollected me, and were extremely 
glad to see me. Here we continued five days 
successively, bought all the slaves ti^y had, 
and agreed to send <iur long boat once a-week 
as fong as we staid ; and then they Went oa 
board, wfeighed anchor, and returned to thei^r 

former 



Digitized by 



Googk 



fortnet road at Yfifftg-Owl, wli6rd tfaite atfived; 
that very day, a tliird ship that belonged to the 
same ownersi called the Mdrctify, Captain 
White, commafider^ He had eight 6r nine 
natives of Dillegoe, in Africa, on board him, 
who viiwd rety mefAiy ; they w'fere all free- 
men, aiid went t^ith hifft the whole Voyage, six 
icrf yjihcta lived to see their native country the 
next* voyage he took, in which I was with him. 
Soon after this, a^eh fcatoe in, Whieh l^as fit^ ^ 
ted out in order to cftd^e o^the €o^t, aiid bfe 
serviceable in Several afiaifar Ca^ain Henry 
Ma^fcet, the taptain^s brother, i*^as'. th(6^ te«n- 
saanddr <]£ her^ Another shi|i Wai stillexpect^ 
ed, but she did n6t arrive till Wefii^fit at-Mas-* 
fleleege, odierwise tailed Mtnlnotlgajro j -they 
now a^eed to 66parfete for the ttiore a^pcedy 
dispatch of btisinfess, daptaiti Bloom atfcbrd- 
ingly had Ms choice, which was to go' to Port 
iOauphine, and Captain Macket to Masseleege, 
where we arrived in a week's time, and -Wreht 
severed leagues up a gr6at river called Mun-' 
nonbaughen We had a fisherman fdr cfttf pfi- 
lot^ Who informJed us that th6 king's town wasf 
but absut three hour* journey upfeie cduAtry: 
The <^ai^n ask^ me if I would ventdter W go 
there ? I reactily answered that I would j and 
that I Was not apprehensive of any danger. So 
the foherman setting us ashc^e, /ive went for- 
ward ' Before we had gone fer from the shore, 
the fisherman tdW me the king was goiie out 
to war J wheretepott Iflew into a great passion, 
'''"'■ asking 
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addng him why he.impoeed upon us? He 
said the kiiig's wives would trade with us« I 
told him we did not want provisionB ; and^ as 
for slaves, they had no authority to dispose of 
them. The man, however, prevailed on me to 
go to their town, assuring me that four white 
men lived there, who came from the island of 
St Mary's* Then, I presume, they are robbers 
of sh^, said I. No, he replied, not now ; for 
they have lived there several years; their 
nameS; ^e Captain Burgiess, ^achary, John 
Pro, ^^4 Nick;. Sq I waJUked forwards with my 
gun pn my sho\ilder, ^d the pian c^yrried ano« 
ther. I had 9^so 9^f ra]l kpivps and beads^ 
whi<:h thie ;p^ptain gave me to buy provisions 
with, though J.ki^w hpw %o live wid¥>i^t buy- 
ing any viptualS)* y:et I took thejxi, as thinking, 
they would be agreeable presents. 

When I arrived at th^ town, SLt9»n ran be-? 
fore, and informed th^ king's head consort^ 
whom I shall call queen, that a ^hip was arriv*- 
,ed, and that one qf the white paen was coming 
to see her. At my airiy^l, ^ mat was ready 
placed for me to sit down on ; no sqoner was 
I seated^ than I heard th^ queen ask fgr ^ome 
of the white men to be interpreters betw^a 
us } and one ran that moment to fetch th^ffi : 
t soon convinced her, however, that I wanted 
iu> assistants, and deliv^ed my messjige as amr 
bassador from the - captain ; sayiii^, I was 
afraid no trade could be carried on^as the king 
was absent. She said, she expected him in ^ 



^ fortnight 
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fortnight ; and as there was a great number of 
slaves to be sold, she desired me to prevail on 
the captain to stay till his return. By thii 
time came in two white men abreast, making 
a formidable and hostile figure ; upon which, 
I cocked my gun, laid the other by me, and 
planted myself directly before them : One was 
John, Pro, a Dutchman, who spoke good Eng- 
lish ; he was dressed in a short coat with 
broad plate buttons, and other things answer- 
able, but without either shoes or stockings : 
In his sash, he had stuck a brace of pistols^ 
and held one in his hand. The other was in 
an English dress, and had two pistols in his 
sash, and one in his hand, like his companion ; 
they spoke to me in English, with the usual 
compliment, which I returned ; but Nick look^ 
ed me wishfully in the face, and, after a short 
pause, took hold of my hand, saying, Robert 
Drury, how have you done these many years ? 
My name is Nicholas Dove (said he) I am one 
of the four boys who were saved with you,. 
when our ship's company were massacred in 
Antemdroea ; and the very same of whcnn no 
tidings could be given in the ctbference be- 
tween Dean Crindo, and King Samuel. Upon 
this Iwent home with thiem, after I had finish- 
ed with the queen ; in order to know whether 
Captain Macket would think proper to stay 
so long, or not. John Pro assin-ed me, it 
would certainly be well worth his while ; that 
there were a great number of slaves, whom 

they 
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they warned to dispose rf; that the kmg# 
Deia TokeoflSi, was a very honest, fair-deal- 
ing man, as well as a great prince, and would 
irttum iijL a short time, though not so soon, he 
feared, as the queen said 2 They were gone to 
encounter with a king to the northward, and 
about five or sis thousand of them w&it all 
the way up the river in canoes, that were large 
enough to contain about thirty men apiece^ 
with their proper accommodations in them, 
to make fires, and dress victuals ; and such as 
I had never seen any where else, I wrote a 
letter to the captain the next morning, and 
sent it by ^e fisherman ; in which, I gave 
him a full and particular account of what had 
passed. In his answer, he desired me to send 
«ome men to carry him up to the town on 
their shoulders, in a hainmock affixed to two 
poles. 

John Pro lived in a very decent manner, and 
his hox3.se was furnished with pewter dishes, 
a staixding-*bed with curtains, and all other 
things of the like nature, except chairs ; a 
chest or two, however, served for that use 
^arell enougk : He had an ottt-house on pur^ 
pose for his cook-room, and cook-slave's lodg- 
ing, store-house, and summer-house ; all these 
were enclosed in a pallisjtde, as most of die 
great men's houses are in this country : For 
he was rich, had many cattle, and seyeral 
slaves : Nicholas Dove, indeed, was not near 
so rich* In the ^evening came Captain Bur*- 

gess 
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gess and Zachary, I soon wider$tood that these 
were the slooj^'s crew, %q which Aroold^ and 
£glas8e die Diitchmaa, belonged ; and» there^ 
fore, gave them the best account I could of 
their fortune in Feraingher. 

Nicholas Dove, however, told me more dian 
I knew before, viz. That he ran away, and got 
to Port Dauphine; that after the exfttratioa 
of two years, he got to Mattatanna road in a 
large canoe^ and there entered himself on board 
a pirate, that cruized principally among the 
Moors, from whom they frequently took great 
riches, and carried th^m to St Mary's : This 
place having a good harbour, they made it 
their settlement, and general rendezvous. It 
is a small island, but three leagues from Ma- 
dagascar, in the latitude of 16 deg. 33 nu 
south J but as their ship grew old md crazy, 
and none of the Moorish slnps, which they had 
taken, were fit for their business, they being 
also vastly rich, they removed to Madagascar, 
made one Thomas Collins, a carpenter, their 
govjcmor, and built a small fort, which they 
defended, with their ship's guns : But here 
they led most licentious and pro#igate lives, 
stealing whatev^ they could come at, and 
ravishing the wives and daughters of the na- 
tives : Living, by this means, for some time, in 
a state of perpetual war. Upon this, I could 
not forbear reflecting, that Dean Memaugha 
was not SQ much to be blamed, in ordering 
Eglasse to be Milled for threatening him ; since 

he 
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he had doubtless a competent knowledgeV hf 
some means or another^ to what a crew of 
vile and abandoned wretches h^ oiice belong-: 
ed. Nicholas Dove said, they had not gone 
out a pirating for nine years successively, con- 
tenting themselves with building a slodp by 
this governor's assistance, and soon after left 
kim and others, and settled here, where thefy 
had continued ever since. By him I under- 
stood, that Mr Bembo got safe to England ; but 
Captain Drummond was killed before he could 
get off the island ; though the particular man- 
ner and occasion, he could not inform me* But 
they told me one remarkable piece of news, 
namely, that diis Captain Drummond Was the 
very man, for whose murder, and his crew's, 
one Captain Green, commander of an East- 
India ship, was hanged in Scotland ; whether 
it be truth or not, I cannot determine. All I 
know of the case I have already related, and 
can only observe, that the time, the name, and 
the circumstances of his being here, where no 
news of him could be had for several years^ 
give just grounds for the supposition. But to 
return to my history. 

The queen sent me a calf for a present^ and 
I in return gave her a few knives and beads j 
I went to the shore with John PrOj to welcome 
the captain to the town : His surgeon, one Mr 
Strahan, was with him. The queen enter-^ 
tained diem as elegandy as she could, and ma^ 
tual presents passed in form* 
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We recuraed that evening to the ship, aiid 
built a house the next day for the more comv 
modious carrymg on of trade: The natives 
perceiving we were • determined to stsay^ Aey 
built several others near it^ to acoomm^ckte u% 
with rice^ milk, fruits, and other necessaries^ 
I went frequently up to the towii to hear vih^t 
news I coi4d ; but it was a month or ttiore be- 
fore the people came back from the wars ; they 
came down the river in canoes^ as they went 
np, and met with great success. At length; 
the king ai'rived with the corpse, of his b^&thei^ 
who was killed in the fight. He deferr^^hift 
burial for near a fortnight, till he had settled 
all his, afiairs with us, and had given audience 
likewise to his brother's ambassadors, who 
were waiting for him. 

As soontas Captain Macket heard of hi^ re- 
turn^ he came up to town again. With a large 
retinue^ and his trumpeter sounding before 
bixn* They went to John Pro's house, whilst I 
attended on* the king, with whom I had some 
Very familiar conversation, as he had often 
heard of me; in the conclusion whereof, 1^ 
told me^ that her desired the captain's patieiifce,* 
till he had sent for his people about him, and 
put himself in due order, to receive him, which^ 
in about two hours time he did. And then all 
we white men, as well Ga^ptaiii Burgees aitd 
^he rest, as those who came with us, marched 
two abreast, the trumpeter sounding before the 
captain, having a crowd of black people aft^ vts^ 

2 E ' the. 



Digitized by 



Googk 



4(f4 AOTSKTOtBS OT 

the shells blowiagy aod die drums beating, at 
the $^me time, in the king's pallisade, by way 
of compliment. As Dean Tokaofiu well knew 
how to treat whi&e men, he had ordered two 
stools for the captain aivl surgeon to sit upon. 
A&pv the mutual compliments were reciprocal- 
ly passed, I being their interpreter, the man*- 
ner of trade was soon settled and adjusted, and 
then the captain made a present to the long of 
a gun or two, &cc. and the king presented him 
with a slave, &c. He gave me, likewise, a 
girl of twelve years old, whom I sold immedi-- 
ately to 36tktiVro. . The captain had thoughts 
of taking his leave this afStemoon, but the Hng 
l^eyailed on him to itay till the next day, in 
prder to make his court look the more grand 
when he received the ambassadors* 

Accordingly, the next day we were seated in 
order, when the ambassadors came widi a nu^ 
merous retinue, making just such an jentry as 
Rer Vove did before his grandfather, when he 
returned from the wars ; ^ome capering as dfey 
advanced, and firing their guns and then re* 
treating, others advancing in their places, and. 
dmng the ^ame. When the principsd aml^ssa* 
dor ax>proached^ he kneeled upon one knee, and 
lifked die king*s knee, sayii^, 

TyAew an J}mu Uttghorra en Zafiama Lokefute: 
That is. 
The Supfeme God bless the progeny of 
$>ean Lohefute. 

Others 
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Others came after him repeating the same 
words: thisdone, business was noWnomoretalk** 
ed of, but the remainder of the day was spent 
in complimei^^ ^umI drinking of toak; but 
our captain took his leave, and made all the 
haste he could to dispatch the aflBdrs of tn^ie^ 
The next day they sent down several slaves to 
sell, a<id Captain Macket fitted up Burgera'^ 
sloc^, and sent her to bring the ketch fmn 
Yong-Owl, during which tiine tiie Henrys 
Captain Harvey commander, arrived, a ship 
of SOO tuns burthen : while we continued herd 
Dean TokeoiKi's brother was buried, and all 
che natives shaved off their hair, whidi is the 
usual manner of their public mourning ail 
over dbie island ; and he who does not comply 
with 1^, is looked upon as ^a£&cted to tlul 
govemmeiit When a private person diesi the 
friends and relations only do it« 

It was about the mid^e of Octt^ier whim 
we ^arrived here, and the ^th of November 
before the king retvimed ; but| by the begin-» 
ning of January, we had piu-chased more riiaa 
our cargo of slaves^ so we left part of them 
with thd Henry^ which remained after us# 
W-e s^ed from the tiver Munnoubaugher in 
MtLnnongaro or Masseleege, and arrived at 
Yong^wl, where Captain White was tradi^^ 
not hl^ving then got his^ complement <^ slaves. 
On the 20th of januaiy we deparce^ from 
thence, Mid bid adieu to the island ^ Mada^ 
ga^^^ 

2 B 2 We 
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We did not touch at the C^pe of Good Hope^ 
but at St Heleoa, where I went ashore^ an4 
to<^ all the care I could of the slaves who were 
sick ; from thence we went to Barbadoes, 
where we staid a week, then we weighed and 
sailed to Jamaica, where we delivered our cargo* 
The captain was not only very t^ider of me 
whilst on board, but supplied me with money 
likewise^ at every port we came to ; though, 
by the little knowledge I had^f its use, I com- 
mitted several mistakes, which were sublets of 
laughter and merritoent. As to liquors, I 
coidd scarce relish any since I had lost toak, 
to which I ha^ been so long accustomed. I 
was taken sick here, which proved very charge- 
able ; but the captain sent me ashore, ^here, 
by his kind orders, I wanted. for n^^hin^. 
Whilst we were here, the Mercury, Captain 
White, from Madagascar, arrived ; but we 
were ready to sail with the fleet, under con- 
voy of the Winchelsea, which was a forty; gun 
ship. On the 5th of July we departed from 
Jamaica^ beating through the windward p^is- 
sage. Under the Crooked Islands we saw two 
sloops, which the Winchelsea endeavoured to 
spesLk with ; and, imagining them to be pirates; 
i^truck his pendant, in order to look like a 
merchant ship, which deceived diem so far, 
that the largest "sloop gave chase, and hoisted 
a black ensign and jack ; but,^nding her mis- 
take, thought proper tp ^Iter her course, and 
stand in for the land again. Though the 9ian 

of 
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of war could not follow her, yet our eaptain, 
whose ship was a good sailer, and mounted 
sixteen guns, did, and'exchanged several broad- 
sides with her. He stood close under theland, 
and, as night came on, got away from us, 
but had the assurance to rob two of the stern'^ 
most ships in the fleet : moreover, they threat- 
ened to tie Captain Madket to the main-mast 
of his ship, and bufn him, if ever they met 
with him again. 

Not long after this, we had the ijiisfortune 
to run foul of the Winchelsea, which, tacking 
about unexpectedly, staved our bow to the 
water's edge, and carried our foremast quite 
away : the man of war lost his head and sprit- 
sail-yard. We must ail have been inevitably 
lost, had the 'sea run high, but, by good pro- 
vidence, it Was fair weather ; so, by th^ as- 
sistance of tha Winchelsea's crew and some 
others, we kept the water out, but were forced 
to go back to the Crooked Islands, and they 
accompanied us, where, by the help of them, 
and some other ships, our breach being made 
up, we proceeded on our voyage ; and, on Sa- 
turday, September 9th 1717, arrived iii the 
Downs, after I had been absent from my na- 
tive country sixteen years and about nine 
months. Here, by the captain's direction, I 
went ashore, he having first supplied me with 
what was necessary for my journey to Lon- 
don ; yet I did not' set forward till I had re- 
turned God thanks, in the most solemn mani 
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ner, for my safe arrival, aiid for my deliv^is 
ante from the soany dangers I had f scap?^ 
and from the miseries i had so lo^g finderr 
gone. 

It may not be iii^rf>per, in this place, to )% 
form my readers by what a womlerful prowi^ 
dence my fafher came to hear of my being alive 
in Madagascar. My brother was one day at 
the Crown alehouse, at Ghelry-Garden S^irs 
m Rotherhithe, whete "V^illiam Thon^tHiry was 
in the ne^ box ^ and hearing him talk of Aat 
island to his friend, he said he had a brother 
cast away there ^yeral years befisre, and 
should be ^ad to hear some tidings (^ husu 
Thornbtiry replied, he hadf never deen but 
xme wlxite man upon tl^ island, and kis 
name he had ^o^ot; My brodier thereupon 
mentioned several names, and at last Robert 
Dmry, which Thombl^ry no sppner heaid bat 
said, diat was it, and that his fatiber lived at 
the King's Head in the Old 3v^* 

When I came to London (it beio^ Snndayt 
about three q'clock in the aft^noon), I iJMs:^ht 
it imprppor to go in sermonr-tdme to the King's 
Head in the Old Jury, tibe hcHise in which my 
fatitier lived before he retired into the coamay, 
but went to dbte Bell alehouse (tlxen the British 
cofiee^house) at the lower Mid, and desired to, 
be ac&aitted, assuring the master I was but 
just come on shore. He seeing me in a sea 
jacket, and hearing me speak broken English^ 
'took me for a forei^er, and let me in, asking 

me 
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what comntrrman I was ^ and from whence 
I came ? • I told him an Englishman, which 
at fir^ he would scarce believei till he recol- 
lected me by the questions I asked, namely^ 
who kept the King's Head ? Whether John 
Drurydidnot keep it some years ago? He 
told me that John Drury went to live in the 
country, and left it te his bfother William, 
who died some time since ; and that his wi-* 
dow kept the bouse. How ! said I, is Wil- 
liam Drury dead? Yes, ^answered he, and 
John Drury his brother, too, died about a 
year aga This news so deject?ed me, that I 
burst o\tt into tesurs, and afterwards bemoan- 
ed my hsord fate befpre h|in, by this he per- 
ceived who I was, havii^ heard of my being 
abroad, and ai my friends expecting me soon 
^ in England* Hereupon he^ asked me if uiy 
' name was not Drury I I answered it was^ and 
that as I had been imfortunate for many years, 
I was like to contmue so, since my father was 
dead« As an addition to my sorrow, he told 
me^ moreover, tfakt my mother died with grief 
not long after she heard of our shipwreck^ and 
that my father had married again. After ser- 
mon I went to the King's Head, where they 
^ soon discoveXe4 who 1 was, and were overjoyed 
to see me, and there I had a full account of 
our whole family affairs. I fDund my father 
had left me 200U and also the reversion of ^, 
house at Stoke Newington, then in the occur 
pation ctf Mr Richard Beardsley. I staid in 
2 E 4 |pwi| 
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toivnsitUl I had yisited all the friends. I couI4 
remeipl^er, and then went tq Lotighhocough to 
$ee my sifter and other relations, ^^^faere I met 
with a very friendly reception, after they ima- 
gqied I had boen lo^t $o piany years before. 

:4^s sqon 48,1 had setdedmy affiiirs there, I 
returned to Londpn; Ca|)tain Macket conti- 
n\ied' still ^8 kind to me as eyer, and said he 
would take fare of me if things did not an- 
swer pxy expectations ; he asked me to go vridi 
him again to Madagascar ; but I had then 
agi;eed to live with a relation in the capacity 
of a . clerk or book*keeper. After . Captain 
Macket wa$ gone, and tlun^ did not answer 
a$ I ^xp^cted, I agreed with Captain . White, 
Captain I^acket's friend, who was bound £or 
Madagascar likewise, tp go the voyage with 
him, and as^isit lum in the trade, wUchmy 
knowledge of the langtiage and ciiMoms of the 
country had sufficiently qualified me for. So 
having left all my effects, in a friend's hands 
(except what I thought proper to take with me)i 
I went on board the Mercury, and we sailed 
jfrom the Downs, 13th September 1718. 
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AFTER-VOYAGE 

TO 

MADAGASCAR/ 



When I was but a boy, I liad learned the 
alt of navigation in some measure, by goirig to 
India, though I had lost it again for want of 
practice; yet, applying myself to a proper 
mathematician for further instruction, I soon 
recovered enough to enable me to keep a jour- 
nal, and give such an account of this voyage 
as may be useful to those who have no know- 
ledge of the island. 

On die first of April 1719, we arrived at the 
Cktpe of Good Hope, where we bought such 
provisions as we wanted, and on the 10th set 
sail for Natal ; on the 29th we saw the land, 
in the latitude of 29^ 20" south, to the north- 
ward of Natal, about 11 leagues oflF. We sail- 
ed a W. S. W. course along the shore, with a 
gentle breeze ; at noon the point of Natal bore 
S* W. by W^ about two leagues distant ; at two 
in the afternoon we came to an anchor in 14 
fathoms water, within two miles of the point 
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of Natal, it bearing W. S. W. The current 
sets S. SL W. and N. N. £. Here we traded for 
slaves, with large brass rings, or rather cdllars, 
and several oiier commodities. In a fort* 
night's tintie we purchased 74 boys and girls : 
These are better slaves for working, than those 
of Madagascar ; being not only blac^m*, but 
stronger. 

Captain White put six natives of Dillagoe on 
shore here, whom he took with hixb the foi^ 
mer voyage : They had two or three kings 
dominioitt to pass through^ before they came 
to their own country, and were imder some 
^apprehensions of h&i^ imercepted« 1^ cap* 
tain, therefore, furnished them with guns, 
ammunition, hatchets, and brass collars. Here 
I saw several humped cattle,^ like those in Ma- 
da^^ascar ; but the natives have short woolly 
hair^ like Guinea negroes, and not like th^ 
people of Madagascar. 

On the 7th day of June, we made the land 
on the east-^side a£ Madagasc^ir : I went up 
to the mast-head ; wl^re, di^erning high^ 
land to the southward, I took it for graxuted 
that we were to the northward of Port Dau- 
phine ; the captain, however, not relying on 
what I asserted, hoisted out the boat, and seu: 
pae ai>d the second mate in her, tow^ynd the 
shore, to spes^ with any of the natives we 
could see. We rowed along the $hore a con* 
siderabte time, till I discovered a small town, 
and some of the inhabitants iookin|; at us ; 
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but the sea broke so muck| three or fotur bun* 
4red yards off the shore, that we durst not 
ventiire to put the boat in j hereupon,! pulled 
oflf my clothes, and swam : Two df the natives 
observing me, swam to xny assistance, and 
walked with me afterwards to a point about a 
mile £Eirther, where they go off with their ca^ 
noes. Here the boat got in, and I persuaded 
ont of the fishermei^ to accompany us« This 
place is called Muroumbo, about ten leagues to 
the n(»thward of Port Dauphine : Here was a 
strong current, arid a large swell against us* 
The next day, abo^t sunset, we anchored in 
14 fathoms water, being unable to get into the 
bay* The ruins of the fort bore W. S. W. of 
lis ; Cape iUmus St W* by S. and the Point 
of the Seven Virgins, or Seven Hammocks, £; 
The next morning we weighed, sttKxl into the 
bay, and anchored in 3 fathoms water $ the 
l^rench fort bore S. E. by £• the ruins of the 
f:hurdi S. 3* £• ; we were within a cable's length 
of the shore, on either side almost land-lock- 
ed : However, as there is sometimes a strong 
N. £• wind, it is always best to keep a good 
anchor and cable without 

Port Dauphine is in the lat of 24 d 50 nu 
south ! The bay into which you must sail is 
on the east side of the point : You must take 
care of a rock on your starboard side. Your 
com*se to steer is W. N. W. When you are in, 
you will see the ruins of a fort on a hill, call- 
ed the pose of the port j you must keep close 
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to this point, till ydu open the bay, and when 
the fort bears S. E. by E* or E. S. E. you may 
come to an anchor ; and, if your will, may 
moor your ship to the rocks : About two miles 
to the southward there is a false bay, which 
may decdlve strangers, therefore, as it is a rocky 
place, great care must be ta:ken. 

I went directly on shore to the king's bro- 
ther's town, and acquainted him that we were 
come to trade, but were in haste to be gone \ 
and therefore, if they had any slaves to isell, he 
must dispatch them down forthwith. And 
this pretence must always be made, for they 
have no notion of the expence that attends a 
long delay. Messengers were immediately sent 
to the king, who sent word, by an Irishmati 
(who had deserted from one Captain Ware)j 
that he would be with us die next day, and 
came accordingly : This prince's ftame was 
Dean Morroughsevea, he was dressed in a coat 
And breeches, and had a hat on his head : Th^ 
first day was spent in the usual compliments, 
iand making mutual presents. The price Was 
adjusted the next day ; whereupon we built a 
factory, and pallisadoed it round. The king 
soon returned, though we staid here till the 
19th of July : At which time the captain send- 
ing me with some presents to the king, I 
stripped oflf my clothes, and dressed my sielf like 
a native, with a lance in my hand : I think it 
was not less than twenty fiiiles. The king, 
was just going to dinner,^ with salt-fish, rice, 
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^4 roast beef, when I got there. He very 
caurteously desired me to sit down, and par- 
ts^e oj^K^hat he had before hiin, paying, all 
^H^hgiR' fl^n, €fx:cept the French, were very wet 
$pi^:. For they h^ killed his grand-father, 
and carried an xincle of bis away captive. Aftei? 
^ir^r he entertained m^ with somi^ tpak, and 
a dram of brandy, and than dismissed i^e with 
spi^f^ presents to the captain, desiring we would 
re^m , as soon as conve«iently we could j for 
fe^. was going to war wjit^i Unter Morrwir Che^ 
T9fik to the northward, apd hoped soon to have 
paore slav^,§)r us. . 

.. Qn tife 2pth I cs^e on bo^rd, an^ ^n wq 
5!ir^ighed, le^^i^g ; four ; m^en ^ipd xhf Natal 
alaves behind w* Hjerje. we, purchasiec^ IsO, 
and 84ila4 ^th them.t^ Mattai;anna f^a^} and 
on th^^^^t^ ^e made th? Thrumb-Cap off Mat- 
tatanna, a^d, came to g^ anchor within:^ league 
di^taac^. J^ere is n^o going on shore ii^ our 
bo^s, by n&asfMa of t^.gifeat bar thatf i^^ith^re, 
apd tiie sieft; always Wearing upon it,; j[the ca-j 
no?s, hqv^ver; came off to us, and. I f^i^t oq 
shore with them ; and, after- th^t tojhetji^i^^'^ 
tQwn, ; which was a gre^tvway'Up-^^4v^.r 
One ran be^t^, ito ipfosm hi^i th.at *^ - ^9lh 
tain's 4ml^s«ador was coming v: N^h^reupon 
he pvLt h^x)self in great qrder, and a^^i^ed ia 
sjtate. He, speaks English and French very 
weU, aiKl so^o several of his family. He told 

^e I was ^welcome. But as Gapyai^n Macjcet; 

d b#fn before us, and bought SiSO^sh^tp^ 
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in leSs^ than twenty days, he endeavoured* td 
raise the price upon ns. I soon infonnedhini^ 
however, that I knew the country; and that 
if he had none to dispose of, I could ^U -vi^er^ 
to go to market. At last we agreed, and I sent 
the i^aptain word of what I had done : It was 
so dangerous going over the breakers; that I 
did not care how seldofti I went. I did tkot like 
the place, for they were so harassed with ft 
neighbouring enemy, that they were always ca, 
their guard, and cotild not sleep in safety, nbi 
get even common necessaries ; the country'be- 
mg in much the' same state and condition a# 
Feraingher was when 1 lived there. The cap^ 
tain, notwithstanding this, wiis obstinate * and 
after he had sent nie a cargo (m shore, as also 
a xnan to assist me, sailed away to I)on Mas- 
careen, an island then belonging to the French, 
and about 100 leagues to the eastward* 

As soon as he was goiie, I removed my fac- ' 
tory to the king's town, as thiiddhg it Acre 
safe. I oft^n lent the natives guns arid am- 
munition, to repel Aeir enemies ; and once 
I went with them. I bought 14 slaves m 
tluree days, but finding provision dear, I went 
more artfully to work ; I agreed for the sla^e^ 
they offered for sale, and left somethiiig as 
earnest in their hands, but would not com- 
plete the bargain. Here I* had a scbrvy tticic 
put upon me,* which I relate^ that others may 
beware of the like impositions. One mght^ 
notwithstanding all my care, I missed two wo* 
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xmm slavey vrh& vtett £aj^:f^ned by die arms to- 
ged&er. I complained thereof to the king, vrho^ 
preqsnding to IbMW nothing of it, ordered in--^ 
quiry to be made after them ; but to no pur- 
pose, till I published a reward of six pounds of 
gu]:^)owder to him who would restore them. 
The man who sold them to me brought them 
again, pretending he had found die place where 
they had concealed diesiselves, and demanded 
the reward. I charged him with imposing on 
me, but not being then able to make good my 
assertion, he complained to the king, who 
tlureateiied me hard in case I did not give the 
man the reward. I retufiied his menaces in 
vfarm terms, ofiering tt> defend mysdf with 
my fire-arms, as I had six ready loaded by 
mew What with tears and flatteries, the wo- 
men confessed, before the next morning, diat 
dieir first master had injured me^ and misused 
them after he had them again. I went to the 
king's br<n^er directly, and assured him, i 
w(»aid take care that no white men s}k>uM ever 
trade there for the future. Rut in the end he 
desired I w<wld speak with the king first, 
which I did. He reconciled us before our 
ship remmed, which was in the middle of 
Septemtber, aiyi then without Captain White, 
who had been dead and buried some time be^^ 
fore, at Don Mascareen : He went there to sell 
slavM to the French, and buy up others for 
> the West India ca^o ; but there happened to be 
l?io call, for any./ 

Captain 
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Captain Ghristal, who wa^Ttb^/cxxoaixiaixdBi) 
sent one of ^HS officers, to asSureine Lmiglu: 
depend on the same ciyility and friendship as 
I hid reqeived frpm his predecessor ; for h0 
approved my conduct, aud conipleted thehaiw 
gains I had b,egun, and brought my slaves on 
board. ; . . 

Mattataiyia, ijn the ktijtude of 22^ 1;5' south, 
is a wild coast, where our boats can at no time 
come ashore. These slaves, and those of PoiSD 
Dauphine, are esteemed the best in the islaiKL 
Before we went from hence, I heard that Desai 
Morroughsevea, of Port Dauphine, ^as killed 
in the expedition he went on after J left him^i 
Before I proceed further in my account, of this 
voyage, as I am nOwpn.the, eagtvskie o£ the, 
island, I shall taij? ijiotice pf the principal places 
on it. ' :] .' 

About seven leagues; to the northward of 
Mattatanna, is Melancarp. Here is. a river' 
with eig^t feet.watelr on the bar, which divider, 
the two kingdoms of Mattatanna and Trohghe. 
The inhabitants of the latter are niunwous, and 
obliging ; but cannot trade for want of caiK>es« 
About 10 league$ from Tronghe is Mamnza^ 
roe ; they would willingly trade with the Eng- 
lish, but, as they have no canoes, and it is a 
wild shore, where Qur boats cannot land^ it is 
impracticable* About 20 leagues farther to 
the northward, is Mungaro ; the, natives where- 
of are always at war with the inhabitants of. 
Port St Mary's 'and the pirates : the king'% 
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il4me is Maiilaunza. They have no "canoes 
h'ete, but if a captain i^ould take some with 
him from Matt^tanna, they would gladly trade 
with him. St M2ii-y's is an island three leagues 
off the main, in latitude 16^. 3(y, and has a 
good harbour. Here are about SO white men^ 
formerly pirates, 'v^o now live on their ill-got 
treastireis* 

Antogeal is in the latitude of 16^. 15^- Her6 
is a cl^Sar deep bay ; keep the north shore on 
bdard; At the bottom of it is a small island 
of two or three miles in circumference, in which 
is a good^ harbour. The Dutch had formerly 
a fort on it; Here arfe grampusses and whales^ 
which the natives hive the art of taking; Ba- 
rimbass is in latitude 15^*. (V ; the inhabitants 
have canoes, and will come off at first sight of 
a ship, The king is very courteous to white 
men, and takes pleasure in trading with them* 

Our liext business was to go to Port Dau^ 
phine, where the death of their kitig^ Was con-» 
firmed. We found the country in sad confu-* 
sion, and in no conditioii for trading J so we 
took our men, slaveSf and goods on board, and 
proceeded round the southertimost dnd of the 
islandi 

^ The country next adjoining to Poi't Dauphine, 
or Antenosa, is Anterndroea, where the Degrave 
was wrecked, and which was the melancholy 
scene of my captivity. Joining to thi^ is Mer- 
faughla, which lies a little to the southward, in 
latitude 26^. south. The want of canoes in 
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Hoth these countries renders them incapable of 
trading. The next port is St Augustine Bay, 
in which is a fresh water river^ with 12 feet 
water at spring tides ; it flow$ S. S» E. and 
N. N. W. Tulea lies seven leagues to the 
northward, and is a very good harbour. 

As you sail from St Augustine ^ay to Yong* 
Owly there are several little' islands. The two 
first are in the latitade of 21^. 0', about five 
leagues distant from the main island, A little 
fartiher^ is a single island, with lofty treea on 
it ; and still farther to the northward there are 
three sandy islands, with breakers between 
them^ A north-east course carries you clear, 
and along shore, but keep in 15, 16, or 17 fa- 
thom water. On the banks are nine, ten, or 
twelve fadiom water. When you are past the 
sandy islands, the coast is clear to Yong-OwU 
This is an open road, in the latitude of 20^. 9,0\ 
There is good anchoring in 16 fathom water, 
not above a mile from the shore^ Th^re is no 
high land near the shore on all this coa$t ; but 
there are high mountains up the country. Mun- 
nonbaugher is a river, which they call Man- 
zerroy, in which is 14 or 15 fathom waten 
It flows east and west, 12 feet right up and 
down, on spring tides ; you go up the river 
six or seven leagues, to the ixsual place where 
they traffic A little to the southward of thk 
^is another river called Luna, to which a ship 
comes from Arabia once a-year. This place is 
called Masseleege, or the country of Munnon- 
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^aro, whereof Dean Toke-dlfu is the sovereign^ 
«and of which I have already given a sxiificient 
account. 

Our business now^was at Yong-Owl, where 
^e arrived on the 16th of October ; the captairi 
went with me up the country to Moherbo, and 
took his musicians with us. As soon as I came 
on shore, I was inforined that Rer Hmmonohr 
garevo was dead, and Ker Moume succeedecl 
him, and lived at Moherljo. I sent a messen- 
ger before me to acquaint him that I was con£ 
ing to pay my duty to him, and had brought 
a «hip to trade here pursuant *to my promise. 
But as soon as we came to a town on this side 
Moherbo, we saw abundance of people pulling 
down' a* wood6n hc^se, in which the corps of 
Rer'Trimmotiongarfevo was interred ; the rea- 
son whereof, as the natives^ told me, was as 
follows : That Rer Trimmonongarevo had ap- 
peared to Rer Moume in the night time, and 
asked him. Why he put him above his father 
Lohpfutee ? and he seemed to resent his son's 
ill conduct, and ordered his body to be taken 
lip, and put lower than his father's; and his 
house likewise, which was erected for a riionu- 
inent, to be levelled with his father's. When 
I cante to Rer Moume, he did not kriow me in 
my neiv dress ; I soon let him understand who 
i Was, for T could not forbear to lick his knees. 
His generous and humane deportment towards 
me made me esteem him as my father, ^nd he 
Was equally overjoyed to see me j his wivesj 
" ' ' 2f2 ^ewise^ 
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likewise, expressed their pleastire. I went tp 
teview my catde, for, according to his prohiis^ 
he had kept them all for me ; and as they were 
now considerably increase4, 1 marked the young 
ones with a particular signet, for he insisted 
that' they stUl are mine. 

We got our whole complement of slavra here 
in ten weeks' tirtie, and sailed from hence Jay 
nnary 7th. We touched at St Hejena and at 
Barbadoes ; from thence we proceeded to Rap^ 
phanack river in Virginia, where we ^old our 
slaves, took in tobacco, and then sfet saU for 
England. Onthellthdayof Septea^t^er 172Q, 
we arrived xn the powns, 
• Thus have I endeavoured to give a true an^ 
|ait£ful narrative gi what I thought most re^ 
markable in thi^ fsjand. I have seen the Atlas 
Geographicusy which is, I presume, a collection 
of what has beetx wrote CQjaderning this islsmd. 
And thoug|i there are some things mentioned 
there,, of which I give no accotmt, I see no rea- 
son to depart from any particular herein conr 
tained, nof to m*^ke any additions. I have re* 
lated ,only what L saw, and know to be fact. 
There is an insect amongst them I have not 
mentioned, called the scorpion; a troublesome 
animal, and the only venoinous creature I ever 
?aw there. As to w;h^t is asserted in the Atlas 
before mentioned, that the natives -are Maho- 
metans ; I have read, since I came to England, 
some account of the Mahometan religion,* but 
can, ; find ho conformity or similitude iij it to 

' * ' this 
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this of Madagascar ; on the contrary, Maho- 
met pretended to have familiar converse with 
God, but these people "would be shocked to 
hear that Dean Unghorray, their Supreme God, 
ever conversed with the greatest monarch. 
There is one custom I have omitted, and that 
is, their abstaining from their women at cer- 
tain times, as the Jews do. The Virzimbers, 
whom some imagine toNbe the first inhabitants 
of this island, I have said before, dijffer in some 
points of religion ; but then it is to be under^ 
stood in the forms and maimer of their wor- 
ship and ceremonies ; for they have owleys as 
others have, and entertain the same notions of 
a Supreme God, the lords of the four quarters 
of the world, spirits, &c, 

Robert Drury. ^ 

N.B. — ^The Author, for some years before his 
death, was to be spoken with every day at Old 
Tom's Coffee-house, in Birchin-Lane ; at which 
place several inquisitive gentlemen have re- 
ceived from his own mouth the confirmation 
of those particulars which seemed dubious, or 
carried with them the least air of a romance. 
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A 

'All ^iarh 

ants vitu/k 

aunt 7^ rorvtmvaranuh 
above am bm nna 
adding tovetmgi^ 
adorn mftj-^tigl^\ 
advise Meamom 
Mijur^oS larvltch_ 
Mirsid'mirtifAtds 
UiUfafarroMg 
'aged antich 
«grM mtiongitn 

age mnt'iUh 
<ldotie eatdre 

shex jfoftvoyea 
axitazIK chared 
anchor tumborto 
anger maluke 
' 9ilgle purminUr 
tufklc fueopuke 
anoint nvhosora 
answer mungonore 
any body Urhulu 
appoint m<rrmutor» 
ami-pit hlleck 



archer fteraunvlajf 

WfOf^ Hlffiew 
MTTOW aivufiUia 
ascend munomg^ 

aslidep Ui^ 
awoke mertearro 
argument tfnMMtfOKMr 
alligator voarka 

B 
Baby Jonuucpianer 
hoy J0r mar U^ie- 
brotiier nyU^ 
basoa Ur^etrftnuht 

bull omebayloj^ 
brdi&ft beittt 
hteuSt $roikr 
belly tr^ie 
back 7amlostci 
beef hatur 
bird voro 
belly-fuli viuchy 
beads arragr 
blood ra!w 
bandy tekearf 
boil mundav^ 
broil metonu 
boil over muniroer 



hc^txdj tdttdrotto 

Utmderbtiss Bosn 

laXtmiifigkfMit 

hidkt/oluci^ 

hay wwvelt 

brolli ro * 

heatfii/uis 
Wloek voisfsfs 

Wstar mffrfiugits 
back bone tawler lamkf 
ski 

h^OAi^afi^mrMcr 
barrel ^mi«r 
hecramMUbia 
> befcfe«a^#r« 

*iieg wnotgof^^k' 
bdiindff^r^ 
boftfe>fciiiir 
bosom arrwgker 
beheaded tomfudvhr 
bullet ^oi/^r 
bastard Mtrra^ 
by and by andrtckamna 

armf 
broom wtermager 
beard semiuks 
hrez^oyngia 
bones io-wler 
beans antucA 

bed 
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btdhkm 
basket il«rr» 
ball hechurek 
borrow imoif^^errw 
book or paper Mnra ta 
bufKiler hovih* 
bee-hive #oia4if 
bundle tiKvorov9r^ . 
blind chemerheisr 
burning mimdavr^^^ 
htW. p§tekevf 
belly ach mtrr^i^or^ 
bread m^ 
bladder tervenmef. 
beauty tenggUr 
baked /ong^ 
bow rana/alh 
hark JM^ktirm9 
barrel of 9 s^iift «fiiv. 
burden MiSer 

C 

Child MnacJk 
carravance» 
coco-nut 
cloud rawk0 
cpld mtrt^kjf 
calibash ««i4(irqi 
copper sarhermmt^ 
cat chacier 

cow «)9B«6ffyV89«« 

cattle »j»^y 
cheek/mul» 
crow fMzri 
caU ij'ijv 
clear ii^rAi 
crooked aM/«lr 
cock kuhihifit 
capon kuJ»vmti 
candte fluurteek 
choose ar^»«f#v 
covetous nupM* 

4»>tt0S k0Vf**^ 

conjuror Umissec 
climb mungoftf^ur 
chest suttdokt 



CXOMkaveir 
cock crow itrAMnp^pnni 
chin JMM V 
calf amuici < 
clout ji^iie 
clean % A 
comb morrot§Mdrm 
common or plain munto 
coward merxooozo 
calf of a leg «fr/» 
czooe iaeier . 
change merxtrctttu 
carry mtu 
crttp hnmrfy 
cironnctsed ««^«r 
cane tamper * 

caul sasiwMamtr 
choak iMi0ir 
cream ilMd>» 
cannon/viipiv 
cotton-tree nan 



cloudy nnA9 

erf tmtom^ 

cutlass 

come here mticvMtefWi 

civil weocmt 

come doaro mymimt 

come along ol^A* 

carttluch bcHi j^ fihmr 

D ^ 

Dau^ter AnmuiM^dlar 

dukmyeai . 

dish ttwtfrwirer 

dogamkoer- ) 

dry mimgttterhettm 

6xy ka%tmdf» 

dirty mtrlm^ 

drum #«sM^(yib 

dcunk. wo9irtektuft 
., dtadmorU 

dripping Wa^ 

done^r 
r duck«lfyvre 



dtsf sttmngitf 

dust iWnsANi 

door ir«r«o0D^iap 
divide sMcAw 
dtoaefirzimfer 
dnmrnm^amfei 
dropped lar^kmk 
dropp^itiWrRA0r4» 

E 

Earth ToHM 

tjemoffk 
M^idft mhitxi 

elbow Aribr 
enemy raffakjfkB 
eat kumonner 
even m^/r 
enough I sw ^a 
ell kanartavuer 

evening ar««^r 
ei^t vaWo 
eigh^ 'oarlifigio * 
eighthundred^rtfi^ xavf* 

to 
eight thousandocrfo are^f$ 
east teenotigher 



Father Royifa wr 4'^hir>^' 
ieacc /aretchs 
forehead homdring 
foot fetndeer ' 
fruit wootrarzf 
finger «M«^ 
fish/«r 

fishing lines tolUvhUar 
friend toiuga 
fonxt ijjfmteks 
five deaiu 

MlecixfMdeemtamk^ 
five and twenty rowafim 
U dceme dMfy - 

fiv» 
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&7t and ^tixtj taU^M* 

tkam* amify 
five and fortf tffimhfiU 

deamemmby 
five and fifty dttaufik* 

* d$tme amby 
fc^^ and fktXri ammgfeU 

dtem$amiby 
fire and mvtoxj fiftfpU 
, dtemeamiff 
£ve and eighty varlofih 

dggmc owtby 
fk'ft and ninety seveeJUa 

deetme amiy 
five hxm^e^dteme lemoto 
Byt ibaaaaad Jgmc anvo 
fat ^tnedrmck 
flower /vrviiA 
ntSLfter 

fickle Aarramvv^ 

fOolo^Ub/firr 

fly away <iaiKifl fe y U r 

file fil«^ 

fxiMfennu 

full moon vcknmerauteii 

^ht mealker 

fire Miif 

fishing mermittUf 

flint ^ov^iirta 

ioZ'foser 

forty ejgfuchfoU 

fan fernimper 

fly Imnuding y. 

feathers or hair ios^ 

fetters parrafingo 

flame i^ar 

flower 0r blossom vsMr^Aa 

fleshfork fundranAahatur 

freemen Ivtnhiuha 

fill it up/fidffi^ 

forget hayollngko 

fart wntngkattks 



flux tonckmmtk 

frym^tngendy 

flag/y 

fetch jwMa gi /t r 
GstfettooA 
fortunate Mtex 



God DeaamJXn^imray 
grandfathy:/92uwAA)ylr 
grandmbt^^ re Ta ckaw- 

pdkr 
grandchild m^ , 
guifiea cdm, amfember 
groulld Am , 

gold WorMMMT^ 

green m^Am 
g«atM« 
get up/vAavv^^ 
go mtmdaksr 
go along mmmdkJMiit 
garment *dty or /b«ii«r 
guntfff^^^rrH^ 
f^^jomorwmpcUer 
^X^tatiay 
gooteomigt'oiifiga 
guinea heii eei^mr 
guts Uteugh 
get further MM^A^fiii 
gt^ hahhetehA^ * 

give iQe some mufigvy 

may 
give you Bond <A«it«(i^ 

.•^ • 

' ^^^^oumayow 

4gOod jtfsr 
guard aMdamer* 
grew metomB* 
great way larvitcki 
gunpowder pmmiay 
not good chesuer 
ge; you goAe meangtr 
garlick tonegulick ^ 
grindstone lungkirer 



grind stmghtra 
. good while dUf/pr 

H 

House Trtmgk9 

heney «f«tfd^ 

hq^t merfannir » 

hail 6«^<£rar 

head /v^^i^* 
liair vofo 

hand tougher 

heart/a"* 

hog^2«|^ 

lioojc vArf^* 

horn</<|fiiroM 

hide mn^aydr 

hyde hdutckt 

hungry homerserray 

hundred Mi«0i# 

hat ^tffoil 

hooSko^ * 

\iKft inUtr ^ 

hear merrmy 

hen 0Q^ivowa 

he&rked-mttimotlr 

hofr'xvoy m 

hill or moi3n^aiir«uilKrJI# 

head ach UkerwtwtgaUla 

husband fwj;by yf , 

hatchet yiriiMciiy 

halt tardm ^ 

how do yon vohtmr * 

bont mumgorv 

hole lawack 

how many /ms 

hoe^prr 

horse swwMt 

heel ^>lir */ 

hedgehogi /oTfyi *^ ■ 
.f hiccough sveeendrottm 

hire metombozxar i 

hark metimrt ♦ 

hamm^ fumurort 



far Seiuvolo 



idle 
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idle msrwo99zo 


^puae^fltffi^ . * JJ/ 


nine hundred tike zawti* 


jeaJbus mAmerrotX^ .^ 


Iwig lavt^ % flothing shhfUke^ 


jest somoneger ' » ^ 


*']o1ek oAQffmgken^f^ 


night aulla 


]omt sandre 


Mktt% cvtHtrrd^ '* ' 


I won't xa'Ufk^mmrlfiy ^ 


lodb oT a gun sophe am^ 


needle/«gr/*tit- * ^^ 


I will ata'u^ , ^ 


pegar sat^ 

lQ»g while aUl^ ^ H 


no charra ** 


* ril «& nQ(, more 4«wvc- 


nose oroo/if it % i 


1 n(m;y«^« /- * .' 


* locust wrkller a 


lagh^r^e^^ 


itch hauta 


%izar2 rojo ^ 
I^ nand tingnMiiveer 
\SxL%ierhecr^.^ 
looseness choi^ha 


net arratto • 


I 2a«p^ 
iron me 


nettle»yiMr</rtso '^ 


island wo^a 


*-* o 


■ ^ IL * 


fobst^ oHkr 


Oath Mefwtorr 


Xii^ PariTiUccar 


Mekfzlo&w t 


one MffT '<? fi 


^nWcM it ff^fScht « 


old antichi* ♦ 


kick tifipaugkho 


• 


ox vosiSks ( 


kiU. VtMTtf ^ 


M 


oil /OIUWX 70/»^^» 


kidneys voooerhatut 


]^^a]l Zoj^^e 


OpeOf^^Mcor^u 


ket^h iumbom 


mad tounxaccar 


t'other ^^ orertnuHg * 


knife i»2^ir 


many maiv^iv 




kite/^i]^/i|» 


maggot oletcks 


\' p ' • 


kneeAr>b//<r(ri 


mother ranna . 


Potatoet Ovtmarmc 


i ' 


moon voler p^ 


plantH^ ounche 


^ ^- 


men hulu ^ m. ■ ^ 


'plantation tateci 


Ladl^£f»a^ « 


milk ronoonu 4 ^ 


plant fumbult^her "^^ 


land A06» or /a»A<y 


monkey vlr^e^ 


-fnpnunu^ *^ ^' 


lay down mundratr 




partHilge hattacottoc 


lance 4||^tf 


mouth votwor 




light merzawo 


muskmdon wttUngtm . 


lightning mwuthaluchs 
l%ht8 rabuchhaner 


mud/tf/w)^ ^* 


plumh ^x»ofy 


millfon «fr/t§^ ' ^ J{ 


powder /o«/i% A. ^ 


look <»> lie merchimover -^muskf tA-s mqco If 


looking glass Ao^^ro 


iflOrning emerraioka 


pistol //ola ;^ 


low eever 


to-morrovrlkummerratuJia 


^i^mmnauny ^ 


'let so, tH^oc 


mm^oaA ^ 


poison wrwi ' > 


lie mervattda 


marrow vumuccrifer «- 


prisoniji'/aDi^ttdif 


Igye /oar* 


mefe /^/fO0 
mih a^OchJher^ 


^.«#««^>^ 


utti*4ien 


f ipe keloyhc 


live vaJu ' 


ipODie variar^ 


poor rarro^ 


' l^snon voersarra 


./ 


people^tfi» 


Imlavo ' < 


.'* N •- 


pepper saecwStr^ 


leaf ra'ov^n ' * s " 


^ Mail#fafiAg^rPi» 


plunder »»«»<frawr 


\e&6jerock 


"^ navel *</*foA 


{itch /«/a 


\iip%sonigke ^ • ^ 


nine^ff 


^ pleasant mertarvg 


leg tomebook 


neck xvoozzo 


^tJtkhidoe 


liver attinharur,^^ . 


ninety sevefola 






2G 


periwink]^ 
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pervmiikle dtddtr 
pidgton Jairti 

' Q 

\ R 
Rain Orer 

mamtr fimktckmi 
nxOT fekarrtOcks 

red i 



rice varray 
rich m^- IT try 
TtHtfubcr 
rough meraffu, 
TV^l^moy * . 

.« iTope toUe 
mmamtj lefir • ^ 
ripe messock 
fibs towIertahazM 
right hand tm^tr 



S 

Saild Fosse 

sail serer 

tail A>y * « 

son asinacloyhe 

znmundro 

ibter roiAmiNr . 
ti)garcane /array 
sujgar serermarme 
tweet ^arfHe 
star verster f* 

* spoon /»fo * y 

silver voUrfutey 
scull harr'(fsidluher 
shoulder jor0i« 
sleep merare 

shot ^^MTT 

six eammng - - 
seven y«te 
seventeen/fl^^'i^wtfgrftf 



six hundred «djijiM^8»#ip>t I see it )lr /«fi9 * ^ 
« '• shill commescr 

sevenaj^undre^ifoiBaw- w^ifetuaruc 

# ^^eak mevoUngher 

six thousand At/m/i^ arr- s^eetscented mattng^is 

*vtothousand>^»«rA jpMJdf <uam^« * 



• ' 



smal|>iM^r/ntM^I 
sun rise Iproci 
sun set x^^w^ amdro 
tmaXXoruff 
smaU shot pattcl^k 
•hiUmunf$ry 
spittle «va « 
spit muMUorfr 
90Uth ateemo 
sore ^ 
sour merwyha 
ship/oMv^ ' 
stink manehe 
strong merharee 

spirit /dir' * ' 
Sflize^a«rior0 
' shoe kungkermaro 
9tOo\/eietrar* 
sick merrawfa 
9ky*if9ngiteA^ , 
smooth merlammer 



stay rmndmg 

spring^W water v^t** ' 

spiing of ^e year /<^ixr 

springof a gun lock d/ife- 
sor9 ^ ' ' ■ 

KSimiomMg If 
'shame m^figidcks 

split tMMor 

snuitt pox crnr . "^ 

9t$ff zakarr 
. skin il«/[e^ib 
' udetokaxuc * 

tlender mer Um 

spinage nmgka 

serflent manerramief^ 

snake mary \ 

sfia mufubrmikks 

stand meeikangtumer 

Steel tvo^ 
' ntgai muBgauhteis ; 

nstonhette ^ 

snore wuar^^^ht 



siind.noi8fl^orbariang vweatUngo^ 
oft dog mut^oM ^ingmeoHscna " 

shoow^^ - thoreiomeM^f 

♦-Aave Vfk/ermerlarxor 

f^f^tmerUmwsa / • ^^ momay 

smothered sethick ^ sheep oundy 

* smoke Utjj^ spider tmonvtongher 

" smoke a pipe me^r$tker stone tw/io J 

/o^ac» t - ♦ nnktumiorU 

shbt the dl|pr arradtngk^. 

sour milk ro MOMu m a ndra 



tesireac 

^wServant Sir sahmonfer 
WDXttgfalndrk 
see nierhtier ^ 



X 
Tamflrihd je^ 
^iXiScMid/Mrmtimerraitrf 
takettem^ 
think wtevHckevOck 
trumpet anthever 

diirte|^ 
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^ thiftten /i^otaluamie 

three fah t 

^thunderbolt a/fHty 

thijch/oy 

thmidcr hctooi , 

town tagfiarr ' 

ihon^/orte * 
told mungaiorrom. , 
tears raivnomwu 
tobaico toB^fc0 
ioe annackitic * 
two r90a ^ • 
ten/«^ ' 

thowand arefto 
thief ampp^alutchs ^ 
* teeth nee/a *^ 
' ^ tonfue leilet ^ 
tie fahaugk '* 

^ *trigger/i«a^Uff*ii 
- 1 taliia^ ; 

iaq^ turtle hachafu ^ 
^ «ea turtleyiuMtf 

' tall latftpor -. * » * 

turn mttuUher 

tell one, two, &c* aitngv- 

^ tread heeh^fvhit ^ * 
llu>rough /ofamib ' • 
thrive munzarre 



r. 



take rutiAessu 
tVLtajxe^ferockfuky 
timber h^%o 

U 
Uncle RamUoyhe 
under umbonna 
udder verotcis 
u^y rawtcke 
vomit nmtfdoap 
uncivil cJiinvQociut 

W 

VhXtr Jtatono 

v^ater-melon woerxalrvo 

wax./tf^ '> * 

warm mcy > « 

^ wave onexur , . ^ " 

wind pmghim v 

wo|^ atJir * 

white/ii/^ '^ ^ ^. 

wild^«wA»9!r^0 

what tf«fl#- t rf 

what if this'Mo /m^ 
s^what is the matter eM* 
i- aww , *' * " 

what are you doing eno 

j^toygh fmu§ ^ 

wadding hueto ^ 
^ wflit aud¥fffer # ^ 

Woodffor firii^ hai«^ . 

wonder ckcrrec 



work mearsar 
wile voalUif 
wezry meeouUks 
white man verxai^ar 
wide mertarkeUks 
why mungeno 
whisper buabue 
'WMp/tutdroso 
wrist /oro 
wise merhJutchs 
winterjbttser ^ ^ 
whistle/tfif 
weave memendru 
wet Jay 

Y 

Yam Qve 
ymrs eohr 
year taougk 
yes /o^i«br« 
yonder orKAv 
yesterday MworAr 

Days of the Week. 

Sunday Alhmda 

Motti^y aUdenine 

Tuesday tahrter 
' Wedxmdaij aiarrerher 

Thursday eommatke 

Friday Jumor 
^Saturday xor^iM^ ^ 



FINIS. 
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